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Dear Juniors,


Graduation may seem like a long way off. However, there is much to do to prepare for taking that step from high school to college.  It is time to begin to explore the possibilities and make certain you meet necessary requirements in time to qualify for the colleges/universities, business/technical schools, and careers you choose to pursue. In addition, there are numerous scholarships available for students.


I cannot stress enough how important it is for you to understand the college application process so that you will be able to make informed decisions about your future.  The College and Career office is here to assist you through the college maze as you progress towards your goal.  The selection requires serious discussions, much thought and preparation.  Lots of hard work and important decisions lie ahead.


I look forward to meeting with each of you and assisting you in the college selection process and with the many choices you will face in the coming year.


Please keep this guidebook handy so that you will be able to refer to it as you proceed along the road to college.








Best wishes,








Stacie Watkins








College & Career Guidance Counselor
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Room B233

Mrs. Stacie Watkins

- College & Career Guidance Counselor

Mrs. Kadife Kraja
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TIMETABLE FOR COLLEGE

Preparation for college begins early in a student's high school career. It is important that you do the best you can in all your courses and that you take the most demanding schedule of classes that you can handle and for which you are eligible. In consultation with your Guidance Counselor, plan your program carefully each term so as to include courses needed to meet graduation requirements and other educationally significant areas of study. Your transcript, which will be presented to the College Admissions Office, should be a reflection of your interests and academic abilities.

There are a number of steps high school students should take to insure that they will be able to pursue their goal of college admissions. We suggest you get a calendar and mark important dates on it so you will not miss deadlines. Give yourself plenty of time to prepare for the SATs/ACT and to complete your applications. During your junior year you should begin to explore your college choices. Completing the Student Profile Sheet in this book (p.13) will help you to focus your search for a college.

The following timetable is provided to you as a guide so that all Port Richmond High School students will be fully prepared to meet the challenge of college admissions successfully. Applications and information for the following tests will be available in the College and Career Office, room B233.

TIMETABLE FOR COLLEGE
(continued)
Junior Year

October
Take PSAT (Practice SAT/Qualifying Test for National and National Achievement Scholarship Competition).


Attend National College Fairs.

Ongoing
Continue college/career exploration through recommended web sites.

February
Spend Time becoming familiar with the resources in the College & Career Office.  Look for colleges or professional schools offering your program choice(s) and find out admissions requirements.  Determine your priorities.

March 
Apply for summer programs (details in B233).


Register for SAT I/ACT with writing.  Free SAT preparatory courses may be given at Port Richmond H.S. (dates will be announced).  Revolution Prep is offering reduced price SAT prep classes.  Visit the College Office for more information or call 1-877-REV-PREP.
March –June
Discuss college options and finances with your family.


Attend Junior Jumpstart Information Night.


Group interviews begin.  Attend Port Richmond High School College Information Night and College Fair.
April
Register for SAT reasoning test/ACT with writing.  Attend college fairs.

May/June
Take SAT Subject in strong subjects in which study is being terminated and/or take SAT Reasoning (application deadline five (5) weeks prior to test date.)  Plan ahead.  Many colleges require SAT Subject tests which are subject-based exams.  Check to see if the colleges you are interested in require them.  It is recommended to take the SAT Subject tests after advanced placement courses if they are offered in that subject.

June
Be sure you have submitted teacher recommendations and a student profile to the College & Career office. 

Summer
Apply for summer institutes, research programs, etc.


Visit campuses of prospective college choices.  Call selective colleges early regarding personal interviews.  Write to colleges for catalogs and applications.  Look at college web sites. 

TIMETABLE FOR COLLEGE
 (continued)

Senior Year

Fall
Continue to explore your college choices.   Send for college applications and catalogs. Register for October and/or November SAT Reasoning or SAT Subject test. Prepare a calendar of test registration deadlines, test dates, and college application deadlines. Search for scholarships.
September
Make an appointment with the College Counselor. Remember applications are due in the College & Career Office three (3) working weeks prior to their deadline. Read the Senior Bulletins. Begin essays for college applications. Speak to representatives from colleges in the College & Career Office. Check the Bulletin Boards for their schedule.  Request teacher recommendations.  Be sure your profile sheet, teacher recommendations, and resume are in your file.  January graduates must see Ms. Watkins during the 1st week of school.  CUNY applications are due immediately.
October
Complete Early Decision applications. Hand in Secondary School/Guidance Counselor Form to the College & Career Office. Continue to review your list of colleges. Pick up CUNY and SUNY applications. Register for December SAT Reasoning, SAT Subject tests or ACT. Check for scholarships.

November
Early Decision/Early Action application deadline, due to the College Office by the October 15, 2012.  Continue to review your list of selected colleges. Applications with a January 1st deadline are due in the College Career Office by the FIRST week in November.  All regular decision applications must be handed in by November 13, 2012.  Any application handed in after this date will get processed in January.  
December
FAFSA forms will be available in the middle of the month online at fafsa.ed.gov.  Apply for your pin numbers.  Do not fill out the FAFSA until after January 1.  Check for scholarships.
January
Applications with a January 15th deadline are due in the College & Career office before the Thanksgiving Recess.  File FAFSA application for financial aid.  All males must register for selective service upon turning 18.  Hand in applications with February deadlines.  Check for scholarships.  Request mid year grades to be sent to the colleges that are requesting them.
February
Students who have not as yet filed a college application should come to the College & Career Office.  Check for scholarships.  February 15th is the preferred deadline for FAFSA application.  Preferred deadline for CUNY is February 1st.  

TIMETABLE FOR COLLEGE
(continued)

SENIOR YEAR
March
Students who have not as yet filed a college application should come to the College and Career Office. Check for scholarships.

April
College acceptances/rejections/wait lists, scholarship letters and Financial Aid packages will be sent by colleges. Bring all of these letters to the College & Career Office and complete Senior Questionnaires.  Review financial aid package.  Check for scholarships

May
May 1st is usually the last date to notify colleges if you are accepting their offer of admission and to send a deposit for dormitory rooms. Notify colleges if you are declining their offers of admissions. Schedule your Senior exit interview.

June


Awards assembly for invited students and GRADUATION !!!!

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TESTS

To be admitted to most colleges, students are required to take college admissions tests. The two college admissions tests that are universally accepted are the SAT exam and the ACT exam.

A social security number is absolutely necessary for every junior. It is required on the SAT, SAT Subject and ACT applications as well as on all college applications. If you do not have a social security number, apply for one immediately.

PORT RICHMOND HIGH SCHOOL'S COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMINATION CODE NUMBER IS 335-365 (C.E.E.B. CODE). IT MUST BE USED ON ALL TEST APPLICATIONS. MANY COLLEGES WILL ASK FOR THIS CODE ON THEIR APPPLICATIONS.

SAT REASONING TEST

The SAT measures verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities, as well as writing ability that have been developed over many years. The highest score that can be earned on each part is 800. The SAT is administered by the Educational Testing Service, Princeton NJ. The SAT Registration Booklet lists the schools on Staten Island (Richmond County) where the SAT can be taken. Booklets entitled SAT Program -Registration Bulletin and Taking the SAT Reasoning Test are available in the College & Career Office. These booklets explain the SAT and the registration process and provide sample questions for review.

Juniors should not be sending score reports to any colleges. When the SAT is taken in the senior year, score reports should then be sent to all colleges to which the senior applies. These score reports will include all prior SAT test scores if you have not chosen a score choice and any SAT Subject scores that have been received. Within six weeks, score reports will be sent to the students’ homes.  We do not recommend score choice.  It is beneficial to students for colleges/universities to see all test administrations.
SAT REGISTRATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

If you have a documented disability, you may be permitted to take a College Board test with accommodations appropriate to your disability. You must meet the eligibility criteria explained in the brochure College Board Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD): Information for Students, Parents, and Educators. If eligible, you must complete a College Board Student Eligibility Form.

Students with disabilities should see Ms. Neis in room B266.
SAT SUBJECT TESTS
The Educational Testing Service (ETS) also administers the SAT Subject Tests. More and more colleges and universities require them.

Subject tests measure what a student has learned in a specific course. Students who are doing very well in a subject in which an SAT Subject test is given should plan to take that SAT Subject Test in June while preparing for the Regents in that subject, or after an advanced placement course in that subject.
SAT Subject Tests are given in:

English:

Literature

Foreign Language:
Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Latin, Modern Hebrew, and Spanish

Social Studies:
United States History, World History

Math:
Level I, Level II

Sciences:
Biology, Chemistry, and Physics
SAT/SAT II SUBJECT TEST SCHEDULE
Upcoming test dates and registration deadlines:

Saturday Administrations

National Test Dates

Test


Registration Deadlines







Reg. Deadline

Late Deadline

* May 5, 2012


SAT, SAT Subject
April 6, 2012

April 20, 2012
* June 2, 2012


SAT, SAT Subject
May 8, 2012

May 22, 2012
* October 6, 2012

SAT, SAT Subject
TBA

* November 3, 2012

SAT, SAT Subject
TBA

   December 1, 2012

SAT, SAT Subject
TBA

   January 26, 2013

SAT, SAT Subject
TBA

* Given at Port Richmond High School
(For more up to date information please check with the College Office or collegeboard.org the end of May, 2012 when dates become available).
ACT
The ACT is given by the American College Testing program (ACT), Iowa City, Iowa. More colleges throughout the country are accepting ACT scores along with or instead of the SAT I. The ACT measures how well a student can perform the skills necessary for college course work in four major curriculum areas: English, Mathematics, Reading and Science Reasoning. The highest score a student can earn on the ACT is a 36. The ACT is now offering an optional Writing Test, which measures skill in planning and writing a short essay.  Students must take the writing portion as colleges are requiring the ACT with writing scores.   Applications and booklets, Preparing for the ACT, are available in the College & Career Office.

The ACT is administered at Staten Island Technical High School and Tottenville High School. The test site code is 188790 for Staten Island Tech and 221250 for Tottenville.  It must be put where indicated on the ACT applications.

ACT scores are sent to Port Richmond HS 4 to 6 weeks after the exam. Be sure to include the Port Richmond High School CEEB Code, 335365, or we will not receive your scores.
ACT TEST SCHEDULE

National Test Dates

Registration Deadlines



Reg. Deadline


Late Deadline

April 14, 2012

March 9, 2012

March 10-23, 2012

June 9, 2012


May 4, 2012


May 5-18, 2012
September 8, 2012

TBA
October 27, 2012

TBA
December 8, 2012

TBA
Check the ACT web site at www.act.org for more information and updates.

REGISTRATION AND STUDY GUIDES FOR ALL TESTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE COLLEGE & CAREER OFFICE ROOM B233.

PREPARING FOR THE SAT & ACT

In the junior year, students should prepare for the SAT and ACT. You can do this at little or no expense by doing the following:

· Take a free SAT course at Port Richmond High School.  Notices of dates and times will be given to students in advance of these sessions.
· Take Revolution Test Prep at a minimal cost (Financial assistance available).
· Preparation booklets Taking the SAT Reasoning Tests and Preparing for the Act Assessment are available in the College & Career Office.

· Buy a book that contains old SAT’s and ACT’s and practice doing the tests.

· Buy a book containing practice tests on the new SAT

· Visit recommended on line sites.

SAT COURSES

Before considering an SAT course, juniors should take the SAT at least once, preparing for it on their own. When the scores from the first testing are received, they should be examined carefully and compared to the student's high school achievement (overall grade point average). The following questions should be considered:

· Are the scores reflective of the student's academic achievement?

· Are the scores reflective of the student's academic ability?

· Are the scores reflective of the student's intelligence?

· How much could a professional, expensive SAT preparatory course be expected to improve the student's scores beyond the normal growth of improvement of approximately 40 points between junior and senior years?

· Will a professional course really help the student's score improve?

Your can check the following web sites for additional information and advice:

Revolution Prep
http://www.revolutionprep.com
The Princeton Review    http://www.review.com
Kaplan Online
      http://www.kaplan.com
College Board

http://www.collegeboard.org
COLLEGE SEARCH
· Attend Port Richmond High School's College & Career Fair in the Spring. 

· Read the notices posted on the Bulletin Boards outside the College & Career Office to find out about scholarships and colleges.

· Visit college campuses (see suggestions for getting the most out of your visits).

· Read the College & Career Office Newsletters. Be sure to pick them up in room B233. They contain important information regarding colleges and scholarships as well as special programs.

· Research colleges/universities on the internet (see recommended web sites).

BE AN INFORMED CONSUMER ! !

LEARN ABOUT COLLEGES.

CHOOSE COLLEGES TO APPLY TO CAREFULLY.

STUDENT PROFILE
There are thousands of colleges and universities in the United States. Finding the right college for you requires a great deal of research. Complete the chart below to help you narrow your search.

High school average:

___________

Rank:



___________

Percentile:


___________

SAT:    CR _____             M ______    WR ____       SAT Subject: _____     ______   ______

ACT:
    Composite score: 
___________

Writing:  ____________

School location:

live at home ___   
live away from home ___     how far ___

urban            ___         small town                 ___      rural     ___

Size of school:

Smaller than Port Richmond HS

______


larger than Port Richmond HS

______

same size as Port Richmond HS

______

Proposed major:
_______________

Special programs:
_______________

Other requirements:
_______________

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS CRITERIA

A college will use many factors in determining whether or not to accept an applicant. Individual colleges may use the information in different ways. Some schools place a great deal of importance on a student's rank while others will not. Below is a list of the most common factors colleges will consider when determining admissions. In addition, there are many other factors which may be considered: the school's desire for geographic, racial and gender diversity; special talents; and relatives of alumni as well as a student's financial needs can play a role in the selection process.

 grade point average (GPA):   
A   =   4   =   90-100



B   =   3   =   80-89 



C   =   2   =   70-79 



D   =   1   =   65-69 



F    =   0   =   64 & below

 class rank

 strength of transcript (honors. Advanced Placement, number of years a subject is studied)

 SAT/ACT scores

 Recommendations

 extracurricular activities, awards, community involvement

 personal essays

 interviews

 demonstrated skills relevant to career goal, such as: taking courses in a related field, volunteering or working in a related field

COLLEGE SELECTION (in accordance with the old SAT)

Compare your profile with the requirements of the colleges you are considering.  Colleges are listed in most guidebooks as:

Most Competitive: Even superior students will encounter a great deal of competition for admission to the colleges in this category. In general, these colleges require high school rank in the top 10% to 20% and grade averages of A to B+. Median freshman test scores at these colleges are generally between 625 and 800 on each section of the SAT and above 27 on the ACT. In addition, many of these colleges admit only a small percentage of those who apply — usually less than one-third.
Highly Competitive: Colleges in this group look for students with grade averages of B+ to B and accept most of their students from the top 20% to 35% of the high school class. Median freshman test scores at these colleges range from 575 to 625 on each section of the SAT and from 26 to 27 on the ACT. These schools generally accept between one-third and one-half of their applicants.                                                        

Very Competitive: The colleges in this category admit students whose averages are no less than B- and who rank in the top 35% to 50% of their graduating class. They report median freshman test scores in the 525 to 575 range on the SAT and from 23 to 25 on the ACT. The schools in this category generally accept between one-half and three-quarters of their applicants.
Competitive: This category is a very broad one, covering colleges that generally have median freshman test scores between 450 and 525 on the SAT and between 19 and 22 on the ACT. Some of these colleges require that students have high school averages of B- or better, although others state a minimum of C+ or C. Generally, these colleges prefer students in the top 50% to 65% of the graduating class and accept between 75% and 85% of their applicants.
Less Competitive: Included in this category are colleges with median freshman test scores below 450 on the SAT and below 19 on the ACT; and colleges that admit students with averages below C who rank in the top 65% of the graduating class. These colleges usually admit 85% or more of their applicants.

Non-Competitive: The colleges in this category generally only require evidence of graduation from an accredited high school (although they may also require the completion of a certain number of high school units). Some require that entrance examinations be taken for placement purposes only, or only by graduates of unaccredited high schools or only by out-of-state students. In some cases, insufficient capacity may compel a college in this category to limit the number of students that are accepted; generally, however, if a college accepts all its applicants, it automatically falls in this category. Colleges are rated non-competitive if they admit all state residents, but have some requirements for non​residents.
Remember, these selectivity terms are based on the number of applications per seat a school will receive. A school with a national or international draw will most likely receive more applications per seat than a school that recruits primarily from a more local area.

SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Several public and independent colleges and universities provide services to students with disabilities. It is important to register with the Office of Disability Services at the institution you will be attending. All students with Individual Education Plans (IEP) are eligible for these services.  Services are not automatic.  Students must self report their needs.
In order to register and receive services you should:

1) Apply to the college/university by completing the application and being accepted for admission.
2) Contact the Office of Disabilities Services after acceptance and register for services.

3) Provide written documentation verifying your disability.

4) Develop your educational plan with the help of the Program Coordinator, who will also assist you in selecting courses.

5) Contact the Resource Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students (RCD) if you are deaf or hard of hearing.

6) If you do need any special accommodations (classroom adaptation, interpreters, tape recorders, taped or enlarged texts, special testing accommodations, etc.), make your needs known early in the semester. You cannot wait until the day of an exam to inform your teacher that you have special needs.

Services available at the Office of Disability Services vary depending on the institution. Services may include:

 Personal and academic counseling           On campus transportation
 Priority registration                                   Electronic equipment
 Textbooks on tape/reader services            Tutorial services
 Alternative testing                                     Typing or Note taker services 

Before applying to school, it is important to contact the school to be sure that the school can accommodate your needs.

Independent and other regional colleges and universities, which offer services to students with disabilities:

Adelphi University 

Alfred University

Colgate University
College of Mt. St. Vincent
College of New Rochelle
Columbia University
Concordia College
Cornell University
Culinary Institute of Amer.
CUNY Colleges

Dowling College
Fairleigh Dickinson Univ.
Fordham University
Hofstra University
Iona College
Kean College
Keuka College
King’s College

LeMoyne College

Long Island Univ.-CW Post
Manhattan College

Manhattanville College

Marist College
Marymount Manhattan College
Monmouth University
NJ Institute of Technology

NY Institute of Technology

New York University

Pace University

Polytechnic University

Pratt Institute
Rider University

Rochester Institute of Technology
Rutger’s University
St. Bonaventure University
St. John’s University

St. Joseph’s College
St. Lawrence University

St. Thomas Aquinas College
School of Visual Arts
SUNY Colleges/Universities 
Syracuse University

University of Rochester
Utica College
Wagner College

COLLEGE WEBSITES

Warning: 
These are websites which you might find useful; however, before using a site, be sure to check on the following:

· Do they charge a fee for their services?  There are many excellent free sites, so we do not recommend you use any site that charges.

· Privacy:  Do they sell your personal information?  In order to be effective, you will have to enter personal and financial information.  Check the site’s policy on what they do with this information.  Do you want this information shared with others?

Due to the number of websites, we have been unable to check them all out. Generally those with an .edu or .org address are safest. Those with a .com address are commercial sites and we urge you to be careful. The following is a list of sites that have been recommended to us.

Most colleges have web sites you can visit to get information on that specific college. In addition, there are several sites that will allow you to explore a variety of colleges. For example:

General Information:

http://www.anycollege.com

http://www.wiredscholar.com (Wiredscholar)

http://www.act.org/ACT (American College Testing)

http://www.collegeplan.org (College Planning)

http://www.review.com (Princeton Review)

http://www.kaplan.com (Kaplan Online)
http://www.Revolutionprep.com (Revolution Prep)
http://www.catholiccollegesonline.org (National Catholic Colleges Admission Association)

http://www.ed.gov (United States Department of Education)

http://www.collegenet.com (College Net)

http://collegeboard.org (College Board Online)

http://www.collegeboard.org/quickstart
http://www.scholaraid.com

http://www.cashe.com
http://www.adventuresineducation.org  (Security on Campus)

http://www.acinet.org ( America’s Career Infonet)

http://www.stats.bls.gov (Bureau of Labor Stats)

http://www.bls.gov/oco (Occupational Outlook Handbook)

http://www.sss.gov ( Selective Service)
http://www.fairtest.org (SAT/ACT optional colleges and universities)
COLLEGE WEBSITES

(continued)

Scholarships, Loans & Financial Aid:

http://www.ed.gov/prog_nfo/SFA/Student Guide (The Student Guide)

http://www.freschinfo.com (Free Scholarship Info)

http://www.fastaid.com (Fastaid Free Scholarship Search)

http://www.fastweb.com (Fastweb)

http://www.fasfa.ed.gov (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) Do not confuse this site with fafsa.com which charges for services.

http://www.finaid.org (FinAid)

http://www.hesc.org ( Higher Education Services) 

http://www.mapping-your-future.org (Mapping Your Future)

http://www.rams.com/sm/search.htm (The Scholarship Resource Network)

http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/scholarship/  (Scholarship Scams)

http://www.StudentRewards.com (Student Rewards)

http://www.utm.edu/admin/finaid/errors.htm (Common Financial Aid Application Errors)

 http://www.zinch.com
Athletics/Athletes:
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org  (National Collegiate Athletic Association)

Free SAT Coaching:


www.Number 2.com


www.testu.com

www.March2success.com

Additional Sites:
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu (U.S. News and World Report) 

http://www.petersons/com (Peterson's Guide) 

SEEK /CD/ASAP/ EOP / HEOP PROGRAMS

SEEK/CD/ASAP/EOP/HEOP are federally funded programs that are for students who both            financially and academically meet specific guidelines.

The SEEK Educational Program –the Search for Education, Elevation, and Knowledge-is the higher education opportunity program at the four year CUNY colleges.  It was established to provide comprehensive academic support to assist capable students who otherwise might not be able to attend college due to their educational and financial circumstances.  Students are admitted without regard to age, sex, sexual orientation, race, disability, or creed.
The College Discovery (CD) Educational Program is the higher education opportunity program at the two year CUNY colleges.  It was established to provide comprehensive academic support to assist capable students who otherwise might not be able to attend college due to their educational and financial circumstances.  Students are admitted without regard to age, sex, sexual orientation, race, disability, or creed.

The Accelerated Study in Associate Program (ASAP) is found at all community colleges and helps motivated students complete an associate degree within three years.  ASAP students graduate at significantly higher rates than their peers.  ASAP students study in cohorts by major in a consolidated schedule and receive comprehensive advisement, career, and academic support.  Financial resources include tuition waivers for financial aid eligible students and free use of textbooks and MetroCards.  ASAP targets low-income students with 1-2 developmental needs in reading, writing and math.
SEEK FINANCIAL GUIDELINES
New York State Opportunity Programs – Income Eligibility Chart

Academic Year 2011-2012
Household Size



(including head 

Maximum Adjusted Gross Family Income
  of househould)











SEEK/CD

ASAP

1


$20,665

$21,780

2


$27,991

$29,420

3


$35,317

$37,060

4


$42,643

$44,700

5


$49,969

$52,340

6


$57,295

$59,980

7


$64,621

$67,620
* Plus $5,570 for each family member in excess of 7.

See CUNY Packet section on Opportunity Programs for more information.

SEEK / EOP / HEOP PROGRAMS
(continued)

EOP
The State University of New York's (SUNY) Education Opportunity Program (EOP) provides academic support and financial aid to students who show promise for mastering college-level work, but who may otherwise not be admitted. Offered primarily to full-time students who are New York State residents, EOP accepts students who qualify, academically and financially, for the program.

 Note: You cannot apply for both the EOP and Early Decision/Early Action programs.

The 2011/2012 financial guidelines for EOP are:

EOP FINANCIAL GUIDELINES

Number of Members in Household
Gross Annual Family Income**
(including head of household)
Category A

Category B

Category C

1


$ 16,060

 $21,630

     $24,420
2


   21,630

   27,200

       29,990
3


   27,210

   32,780

       35,570
4


   32,790

   38,360

       41,150
5


   38,360

   43,930

       46,720
6


   43,960

   49,530

       52,320
7 or more

   49,500*

   55,070*

       57,860*

*plus $ 5,570 for each family member in excess of 7

 


**Household Categories:
A. Supported by one or more individuals whose combined total annual income is from Social Security or sources other than employment and which does not exceed the applicable amount under "Category A" above.

B. Supported by one or more worker(s) whose combined total annual income does not exceed the applicable amount under "Category B” above.

C. For households supported by one worker with two or more employers, which does not exceed the applicable amount under “Category C” above.

SEEK / EOP / HEOP PROGRAMS
(continued)

Exceptions to Income Guidelines:
· The student’s family is the recipient of Family Assistance or Safety Net payments through the New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance; or through a county Department of Social Services; or of Family Day Care payments through the New York State Office of Children and Family Assistance.
· The student lives with foster parents who do not provide support for college and the student’s natural parents provide no such support;

· The student is a ward of the state or county.

EOP FINANCIAL ELIGIBILITY
See SUNY Viewbook section on Education Opportunity Program for more information.

HEOP
HEOP is for private colleges that choose to participate in this program. The financial guidelines are the same as EOP and each college sets its own academic guidelines. Students must demonstrate strong potential for success academically but be ineligible for admission under traditional standards.  This program and others like it are for students who reside in the state of the college to which they are applying.
IMPORTANT FACTS TO LEARN ABOUT COLLEGE

Types of Colleges:
• 2 year/4 year
• Co-ed, men and women vs. single sex
• College, University, Technological Institutions, Business College, Nursing School, etc.
• State controlled, privately endowed, religiously affiliated

Academic Standards:
• Accredited by educational agencies and professional organizations

• Training and experience of faculty and administration

• Percentage of freshman who graduate

• Record of graduates

• Admissions requirements, practices, selectivity

• Scholastic standards that prevail

• Intellectual climate of campus

• Ratio of faculty to students

• Class size of most popular large lecture classes, i.e.. Psychology

What College Costs include:
• Tuition and fees

• Room and Board

• Books and supplies

• Transportation and living expenses

Enrollment:
• Size of student body

• Male/Female ratio

Personal Services:
• Guidance and Counseling Bureau

• Medical and Dental facilities

• Career Counseling and Job Placement

• Accessibility of Professors/Academic Advisors

COLLEGE CAMPUS VISITS

When searching for the right college, it is a good idea to visit the different schools you are considering. If possible, plan your visit during the school term on a weekday so you can visit classes and see how students live. Most students make an initial visit to a college during the last two weeks of August. Call the Admissions Office to find out when they run tours and to arrange for an interview (alumni in the New York City area may also hold interviews). Writing a thank you note to the interviewer is advisable. It will help them remember you when they read your appraisal. Some schools will schedule overnight campus visits which will allow you to get a much more in-depth picture of what life is like at that college. College tour guides are usually very knowledgeable about their school and are hired to promote the school. As you walk around the campus, ask students what they like about the school and what they do not like. You may not have thought about some of the things they mention and this way you will get a perspective from freshman through seniors. Ask them what other schools they applied to and why they chose this school. Meeting with students will help you discover how friendly the campus is and whether the college will suit you.

It is a good idea to write down questions you would like to ask about the school. Take notes on the answers to your questions; when you get home you may forget which college said what about this or that. Before visiting a college, you should read the school's view book and a guidebook, such as, Peterson's or Barron's, and look at the school's video, which can be borrowed from Port Richmond High School’s College and Career Office or library, to become familiar with the basic information about that school.

In preparing your own list of questions, you may want to consider the following:

 How accessible are the professors?

 What are the most difficult required courses?

 What is the social life like? Are fraternities and sororities a major influence on campus? Does the college offer activities during the week and on weekends?

  Will you be able to keep a car on campus?

COLLEGE CAMPUS VISITS
(continued)

 Are drugs and alcohol prevalent on campus?

 What is the safety and security like on campus? If you work late at the library, how do you get back to your dorm? Do students avail themselves of the security measures?

 What percentage of students graduate in four years?

 What percentage of students go on to graduate schools?

 What corporations recruit graduates on campus?

 What types of dorm facilities are available and how are freshman assigned to them? Are there specialty dorms? Do they guarantee housing for all four years? Can you see what typical dorm rooms look like?

 What is the food like? What options are there at each meal? Are there several different cafeterias and can you eat in any of them?

 If you are not a member of a team, what athletic facilities are available and how accessible are they?

 What scholarships are available and how are candidates chosen?

 Ask to see the buildings, classrooms and laboratories of the department you are interested in.

 What percentage of the student body receives financial aid?

 What do students do on weekends?

PREPARATION FOR THE COLLEGE ADVISEMENT INTERVIEW

1.  Have a discussion with your parents/guardian to determine:

a. career areas, 

b.  whether you will stay home or go away to college,

c.  family contribution to your education

2.   Spend time getting to know yourself. What are your interests and talents? What factors are important to you in selecting a college: size; location; public; private religious affiliation; traditionally black; special programs; service academy, etc.?

d. Use the internet and programs such as fastweb or collegeboard to help locate the colleges which meet your criteria, and to obtain scholarship information.

e. Use the references in the College & Career Office to research colleges. Make a list of about 10 possible choices. Eventually, this should be narrowed down. Look for the colleges: -rating, cost, course offerings, general description. Does your academic record meet the college admission requirements? Be organized. Keep a record of each college's application dates.

COLLEGE OFFICE APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Completing college applications and having them submitted on time with all the necessary documents can be an overwhelming and demanding task- Hopefully, the information that follows will help to ease that burden. Keep in mind that the application represents a "first impression" to the college admission office. A neat, well-prepared application evokes a positive first impression.

It is the student’s responsibility to know application deadlines. The deadline for each application must be clearly indicated upon submission to the College & Career Office.

1. You must personally file your application in the College & Career Office, B233. DO NOT LEAVE THEM ON A DESK OR IN A MAIL BOX. You may mail or submit your part on-line and the college office mails the secondary school report along with transcripts and other necessary information.

2.  FOR ALL APPLICATIONS:
a)
Applications must be completed in ink or typed, making sure you sign and date the application.

b)
Attach an addressed envelope to the college; include three stamps.

c)
Fill out the Request for Transcript form and hand in with $1 for each request.  Forms are available in the College & Career Office. 

d)
Private schools and SUNY require that SAT and ACT scores be sent to them directly from The College Board. You can request, however for the college office to send a school copy.

e)
Letter of recommendation forms, if required, are available in the college office, and must be given to teachers.  Please give them ample time to complete a letter for you.  The letters are kept in your personal file.  You may need to include an email address for the teacher (ask for a working email).
f)
Provide an email address on your application, be sure you have provided “a professional” email.  Colleges will email you if necessary for additional information.  You must continuously check your application status online.
g) You must notify the College & Career Office if you apply to any college

 on-line.  You still need to request an official transcript to be sent to the college.

Applications must be in the College & Career Office by November 13, 2012 if you want them processed before the winter break.  All others will be processed after January 2, 2013.

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ADHERE TO EACH COLLEGE’S APPLICATION DEADLINE.  WE NEED 3 WEEKS TO PROCESS YOUR APPLICATION PROPERLY.

 3.  
Port Richmond High School’s CEEB Code is 335365.

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

All applications for college and scholarships must be processed through the Port Richmond High School College & Career Office, room B233. We include important information about Port Richmond HS, the school's official profile, an official copy of the student's transcript, and information about any special programs you are a part of at Port Richmond HS. Transcripts can be considered official only if they are sent to the colleges directly by Port Richmond High School.

SAT Reasoning/SAT Subject results MUST be sent directly by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) to be considered official. Forms for requesting additional score reports are available in the College & Career Office. You may also apply to send scores on line at www.collegeboard.org.

You must provide the College and Career Office with an envelope and sufficient postage for each application. You must write the application due date, your name and official class on the back flap of the envelope.

Fill out the application neatly. All applications are read by admission personnel and the application reflects on you and your work ethics. It is advisable to use a computer if possible. Do a rough draft of the application so that you can see how the finished form will look and so that you can make modifications before your final draft.  Be sure to keep record of user names and passwords for online applications.
***On rare occasions colleges misplace portions of your application. Be sure you have a hard copy of everything you send. Do not rely on a computer file.***

Essays are an opportunity for you to let the Admissions Committee see who you are and how well you can convey your ideas. Take time to plan your essay; you may want to make an outline before you begin to write. When you have finished the essay, put it away overnight and read it over the next day. What sounded good the day before may need some adjustments. You may want to let a teacher read your essay as well. Good essays can make a difference, especially if you are applying to the more selective colleges. See the list of suggestions regarding essays and interviews.

Applications must be in the College and Career Office at least three (3) working weeks prior to their due date in order to assure they are processed in a timely fashion. Due to the volume of applications, we cannot guarantee that applications brought in less than three (3) working weeks prior to their deadline will be processed by their due date.

ON THE TRAIL OF YOUR COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

ALL COLLEGE APPLICATIONS MUST BE PROCESSED THROUGH THE COLLEGE & CAREER OFFICE

1.
Students must personally file applications in the College & Career office.  
DO   NOT LEAVE THEM ON A DESK OR IN A MAIL BOX. 

2.
Students must complete all portions of the application, which are for the applicant and family. Be sure to sign in the appropriate places.

a. Bring the entire application to the College & Career Office if the Secondary School Report is not detachable.

b. Bring the entire application to the College & Career Office if there is no Secondary School form.

c. Bring just the Secondary School Report to the College & Career Office if it is a separate form.  You may mail your portion of the application.

d. Include a professional, working email for colleges to contact you.  Keep records of username and passwords if applying online.
e. You must notify the College & Career Office if you apply to any college on-line.
f. Applications must be in the College & Career Office by November 13, 2012 if you want them processed by the winter break.  All others will be processed after January 2, 2013. *****
*

3.
Clip your completed application to the stamped addressed envelope (three [3] stamps). Do not put your return address on the envelope. The following is the return address you are to use for all material we send out:

  COLLEGE & CAREER OFFICE

               
Port Richmond High School

85 St. Joseph’s Avenue

Staten Island, NY 10302

4.
We will add to your application the following enclosures:

· the official school profile

· the official school transcript

· teacher recommendation letters (if necessary)
· endorsement letters describing any of the special school programs you are in
· other materials that you have requested (if they are in your folder)

ON THE TRAIL OF YOUR COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

(continued)

5.
Each application is "logged in" on the student's blue card to indicate the date it was received and when it was sent out. Applications must be submitted three (3) working weeks prior to their deadline at the college. We cannot guarantee applications will be processed in a timely manner unless we have three (3) working weeks to prepare them. We work on applications by deadlines: first come, first served for each deadline. You do not have to send out your portion of the application prior to submitting the Secondary High School Report to the College and Career Office.

6.
Your folder and application are given to the College Counselor who will prepare your Secondary School Report. Only folders that contain your teacher recommendations, resume, and student profile sheet, will be worked on. It is your responsibility to have this material in the College and Career Office prior to submitting applications. If the required information is not in your folder, it will delay the application.

REMINDER: So many of your teachers have taken the time to write on your behalf to college Admissions Offices. Please take a moment to write them a thank you note for their efforts.

7.
The completed secondary report, the application, official profile, official transcript and other supporting documents are checked for completeness and placed in the envelope. The application is logged out, the date is noted on your folder, and it is delivered to the post office.

8.
In January you will be asked to submit a stamped envelope for your Mid-Year Grades to be mailed to the colleges requesting them. Do not submit this form prior to January.

9.
If you have any questions concerning the processing of your application, please ask. We will be happy to assist you.

10.
In June you will be asked to submit a stamped envelope for your final transcript to be mailed to the college you will be attending.

11.
The Senior Questionnaire must be completed and handed in to the College and Career Office. Students who fail to turn in this form will not receive their graduation tickets.

All scholarships must be processed through the College and Career office and results must be reported on the Senior Questionnaire.

GUIDE FOR ESSAYS, AUTOBIOGRAPHIES AND INTERVIEWS

The idea of an interview is to give the Admissions Office more information about you. Dress appropriately and remember your manners. Have your written questions handy. It is normal to forget things you wanted to ask, so plan ahead. The questions you ask will show how well prepared you are and how interested you are in that school. You may want to interview first with a school that is not high on your list just for practice. What do you want the Admissions Office to know about you that may not be covered in the application? Be yourself and smile. For practice refer to the questions below. It is a good idea to write a note of thanks to whoever interviewed you (see the section on Campus Visits for additional information).

Personal essays, autobiographies and interviews can tell the admissions personnel a great deal about a candidate. Take time to think about yourself and what is important to you. Organize your thoughts and questions, consider what you have accomplished and what you would like to accomplish in your life and, of course, how college may help you toward your goal. The following questions may help you to focus on yourself as a unique individual.

 How do you define success?

 What type of person would you like to become?

 What values are important to you?

 What did you like most about high school?

 What person or event has had a significant impact on your life?

 What has been your most stimulating intellectual experience?

 What person living or dead do you most admire and why?

 Are there any circumstances, which may have interfered with your academic performance? Consider such things as jobs, home responsibilities, English not spoken at home, problems in course scheduling, or other factors, which may be unique to your situation.

 Courses you have taken outside of Port Richmond HS

GUIDE FOR ESSAYS. AUTOBIOGRAPHIES AND INTERVIEWS

(continued)

 Have you have had the opportunity to travel or live outside of   New York City?

 What contributions would you like to make to the world?

 What was the last book you read?

Your profile/interview sheet and teacher recommendations are used by Port Richmond High School’s College Counselor to write the school's appraisal of you. In order for the autobiographical essay to be helpful, it should give a clear picture of who you are and any special circumstances which have affected you. We have a copy of your transcript so please do not list the courses you have taken. If you choose to write about your courses, you should elaborate on how the course material or teacher affected you, your career goals or understanding of the world. Perhaps you have a family member who has had a significant influence on you. You may decide to write about how that person was a positive or even a negative role model for you. You may choose to describe how you overcame difficulties in your life or how you are coping with current problems.

Each of you is a unique individual; your essay should reflect who you are.

The profile/interview sheet that we ask you to complete will give us additional information about you for the school's appraisal and scholarship selection. Fill out the form as completely as possible giving specifics about your activities. If, for example, you did community service, tell us exactly what you did, when you were involved, and for how long. Did you hold any offices? What were your duties? Did you organize any special events? List all of your high school and community activities. Do you play in the orchestra or band? What instrument?

Teacher recommendations also help to give us insight into how well you do in your classes and your interaction with your peers.

Please be sure to have these forms in the College and Career Office before the end of June.

INTERVIEWERS QUESTIONS

1. What makes you think this college is right for you?

2. What contributions would you make to our school?

3. What community service have you done?

4. What is your social life like?

5. How do you manage to balance your schoolwork and your social life?

6. Why do you want to go away/stay at home for college?

7. Tell me a little bit about yourself?

8. What are your goals in college?

9. What do you plan to major in and why?

10. What is your major strength? Weakness?

STUDENT'S QUESTIONS FOR COLLEGE INTERVIEW

1. What is the most popular major?

2. Is it easier to be accepted into one major as opposed to another?

3. Does it hurt you to apply undecided?

4. Which college entrance examinations does your school require? What range of scores do you seek?

5. What do you want to see on a high school transcript?

6. What kind of financial aid/scholarships are available?

7. What is the real cost to attend your school (including tuition, room and board, fees, transportation, spending money, etc.)?

8. Do professors teach all courses?

9. Do teaching assistants speak fluent English?

10. Is housing guaranteed, and can I have a car on campus? 

ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES FOR FEE WAIVERS
The family’s annual income, which must fall within the guidelines listed below, primarily determines student eligibility.  Students must provide evidence (1040 Income Tax Form) that they meet the eligibility criteria.  Students who are eligible for free or reduced lunch are automatically eligible for SAT Fee Waivers, ACT Fee waivers, NCAA fee waiver, at least four (4) college application fee waivers, four (8) additional SAT score reports, and the Advanced Placement exam at a reduced price.
SAT FEE WAIVER ELIGIBILITY

An eligible student may receive in his or her junior or senior year a maximum of two (2) SAT I: Reasoning Test fee waivers and two (2) SAT II: Subject Test fee waivers.  Students may use their SAT II fee waivers for up to three (3) subject tests on a single test date.  Only a student who has used an SAT I or SAT II fee waiver and who plans to enter college by fall 2013 is eligible to receive a total of four (8) Request for Waiver of College Application Fee forms to participating schools. ** Fee waivers are not accepted on late registration or standby registration.



Household Size  



Family Income 2011





1





$ 20,147
2





$ 27,214
3 $ 34,281
4 $ 41,348
5 $ 48,415
6 $ 55,482
*Add $7,067 for each additional dependent over 6.

 The household size should be the number of household members plus the filer on the family’s current tax statement.  Students who are in foster care are considered a part of a household size of one person.

 Income levels are based on the USDA Income Eligibility Guidelines.  These guidelines are used by schools, institutions, and facilities participating in the National School Lunch Program and are intended to direct benefits to those children most in need.
ACT FEE WAIVER ELIGIBILITY

An eligible student may register two times using a fee waiver in either their junior or senior year.



Number in family


2011 Income before taxes

1 $ 20,147
2    27,214
3    34,281
4    41,348
5    48,415
6    55,482
Each additional



plus $7,067 each

SUNY APPLICATION FEE WAIVER GUIDELINES

You may use an SAT college waiver or if you qualify for an SAT test waiver you may also qualify for a SUNY application waiver.  The waiver covers the cost of four (4) SUNY schools.  You must pay the fee for each school over the waiver amount.

CUNY APPLICATION FEE WAIVERS

Number of Dependents


Gross Family Income



         In Household



in Preceding Calendar Year



(including head of household)


(Include all sources of income)

                      1
$ 14,100

 2
$ 19,600
                                          3
$ 22,350
                                          4
$ 27,800
                                          5
$ 32,850
                                          6
$ 38,550
                                          7
$ 42,900
plus $4,350 for each member in excess of 7

A student is eligible for a CUNY application fee waiver if he or she is a member of:

g. a family supported by one worker whose total annual income (before taxes) is not more than the amount listed  in the table above; or 

h. a family supported by more than one worker in which the total annual income (before taxes) is not more than $4,800 above the amount listed in the table above; or 

i. a family supported by one worker who is the only support for a one-parent family, in which the total annual income (before taxes) may not be more than $4,800 above the amount listed above.

***Port Richmond receives a limited number of CUNY Fee Waivers per year.  They are given to students on a first-come basis; proof of income tax required.
RESUME

It is extremely important that you complete your resume as soon as possible. The College & Career Office will request this information in order to write a letter of recommendation.

In addition, many students include their resume as part of their application. It is also extremely helpful to have when going on college interviews. Below is an example of a typical resume.

SAMANTHA YORK

2665 Hylan Boulevard

Staten Island, New York 10306

(718) 667-8686

samy@aol.com
Education:


Port Richmond High School


September 2009-present

Special Honors and Awards:


Member of Arista



Fall 2009 - present


Perfect Attendance



Fall 2009 - present


Honor Key Award



Spring 2009

Citizenship Award



Spring 2010, Fall 2009







Spring 2010, Fall 2011









Extra-Curricular Activities:


Member of Student Gov’t


Fall 2009 - present


Sing





Fall 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012

Basketball Team 



Fall 2010, 2011, 2012

Captain




Fall 2010

Blood Drive




Spring 2010
Volunteer Services:


Clove Lakes Nursing Home


Summer 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012
Work Experience:


Uncle Luigi’s Pizza



Spring 2009 -present

Skills and Interests:




Basketball, Computers, Acting, 

RESUME TIPS

1. 
A resume should be one page. It should also be one fall page (adjust page set up as necessary).

2. 
A resume must not contain any spelling or grammatical errors; therefore, you should have a number of people proofread your final draft.

3. 
Emphasize your strengths and achievements by CAPITALIZING, underlining, bolding, and italicizing.
4. 
When describing work or activities utilize action verbs.

5. 
Avoid using the pronoun "I."

6. 
A resume should only have 2 or 3-inch margins.

7. 
Capitalize your name.

8. 
Make sure that you put on the resume a telephone number, and email address.

9. 
Make certain that you draw attention to all achievements, honors and awards that you received in high school or in your employment/community activities.

10. 
Provide statistics and numbers to demonstrate achievements.

11. 
List jobs and educational institutions in reverse chronological order (most recent first).

12. 
If your resume is too lengthy or wordy, discern which information is most relevant and marketable and omit unnecessary information.

13. 
Your resume must look professional. Therefore, you should have it printed and/or typed.

14. 
Utilize white or off-white bond paper.

15. 
Since most resumes are only given a 10 to 15 second glance during prescreening, design your resume for easy skimming.

16. 
Promote yourself and your background in a positive manner.

17. 
In addition to the sections on sample resume, other suggested topics could be: relevant course work, advanced placement, community activities, interest and hobbies, travel.

18. 
Be certain that a teacher and/or counselor reviews your final draft before reproduction.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES IN SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY

Although obtaining the best education in classes should be the prime goal of Port Richmond High School students, it is not the only aspect of your growth and development during the high school years. Realizing this, our school has a vast array of clubs, teams, publications, shows, special feature events, fund raising drives, leadership roles, student government and other programs in which you should participate.

It is important to demonstrate community involvement. This can be accomplished through volunteer activities in hospitals, community centers, churches and synagogues, schools, or ethnic and cultural organizations.

Some of you may work after school, either by choice or necessity. You can gain valuable experience in the work place.

Colleges are interested in a student's extracurricular programs, looking in particular for how students spend their non-class time, and how students can contribute to campus life and community in their locations.  Colleges also look for demonstration of growth, maturity, leadership, and unique qualities that develop from these extracurricular activities. It is important that all students involve themselves in some phase of school and/or community activity, if they have not already done so. It is also important to move into some roles of leadership and responsibility, or any involvement that has meaning and could also benefit others.

For more information on clubs, school activities, part time jobs or volunteer opportunities:

Coordinator of Student Affairs (COSA)
Mr. Noto

Room B231

Teams-Asst. Principal Physical Ed.

Ms. Cena

Room C216

Working Papers



S.O. Store
PARTICIPATION IN COLLEGE SPORTS
Many college athletic programs are regulated by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), an organization founded in 1906 that has established rules on eligibility, recruiting and financial aid. The NCAA has three membership divisions - Division I, Division II and Division III. Institutions are members of one or another division according to the size and scope of their athletic programs and whether they provide athletic scholarships.

If you are planning to enroll in college as a freshman and you wish to participate in Division I or Division II athletics, you must be certified by the NCAA Initial - Eligibility Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse ensures consistent application of NCAA initial - eligibility requirements for all prospective student athletes at all member institutions.

It is your responsibility to make sure the Clearinghouse has the documents it needs to certify you. These documents are: your completed and signed student release form, your official high school transcript and your ACT or SAT scores. Transcripts and forms are available in the College & Career Office. You must send your SAT scores to the Clearinghouse directly from the College Board.  ACT scores through the testing website. 

Register on line at www.eligibilitycenter.org, click on “Prospective Student-Athletes”.  Be sure to read the entire guide for important information. You may download an NCAA guide from their website.
Be sure to remind your guidance counselor that you are on a team.  It is recommended that you file with the NCAA during the spring of your junior year.

S.U.N.Y. INFORMATION

TOLL FREE S.U.N.Y. APPLICATION PROCESSING CENTER (APC) TELEPHONE NUMBER: (800) 342-3811

Description of University:
S.U.N.Y., the largest public university system in the United States, consists of the following types of Institutions:

 University Centers (4) - largest campuses involved with research in addition to academic classes and professional schools (4 year, graduate, doctoral and professional degrees)

 Arts & Science Colleges (13) - situated throughout New York State between 3,000 -11,000 students (4 year and graduate degrees)

 Health Science Centers (5) - (2 year, 4 year and doctoral and Medical)

 Specialized and Statutory Colleges (7) - serve students with specific education and career goals (2 year and 4 year degrees)

 Colleges of Technology, including Agricultural and Technical, Colleges of Technology and Institute of Technology (4 year bachelors degrees; a few offer two year associate degrees) 

 Community Colleges (30) - more than 200 career options available; range from 1,600 to 21,000 students (certificates and 2 year degrees)

Admissions Criteria:
Each campus makes its own decision based on the following criteria: High School Average, rank, SAT/ACT scores (see chart on following page). Some campuses are interested in personal recommendations and other supporting credentials that suggest that a student will be successful at that campus. Binghamton, for example, will send a supplementary application that requires an essay and recommendations.

Some campuses consider admissions based on a special talent including dance, music, athletics, theater, the literary arts, leadership, a special academic strength, or on a student’s success in previous college work.

SUNY INFORMATION

(continued)

Educational Opportunity Program (EOP):
• 
Applicants must be academically and financially eligible

• 
Students should check "yes" to the question,  "Are you applying to the EOP Program?" The application fee is waived for eligible students.

• 
The program consists of support services such as tutoring, counseling, financial aid and summer instruction.

C.U.N.Y. INFORMATION

C.U.N.Y. UNIVERSITY APPLICATION PROCESSING CENTER (UAPC) TELEPHONE NUMBER (212) 997 – CUNY

The City University of New York consists of 17 undergraduate colleges located throughout the 5 boroughs.

Admissions Criteria:
For admissions to a senior college and the four-year degree programs, the academic average, the number of courses taken in high school and the SAT/ACT are considered.

Some campuses offer special programs that may require additional documentation. For example, CSI Honors College has an additional application, which requires essays and letters of recommendation.

Application Process:
Guidebooks are available in the College Office. Students can apply on-line to as many as six campuses on one application. The application fee is $65.00, regardless of how many schools a student applies to. 

Freshman Skills Assessment Tests:
After admission to a C.U.N.Y. College, all entering freshmen must take skills assessment tests in reading, writing and mathematics. The scores on these tests will be used for placement.   Students are expected to meet university minimum standards before continuing to the upper division courses. 

HOW TO AFFORD THE COLLEGE OF YOUR CHOICE

Very few people have the financial resources available to pay the complete cost of a college education. Most students depend on some form of assistance to supplement the amount they and their families can afford to pay for college expenses.

You should never let the cost of a particular college stop you from applying for admission. Although you and your family may be expected to contribute something toward your college education, the amount expected from your family will depend upon your financial circumstances and the amount of aid available, as well as the price of the college you plan to attend.

WHAT IS FINANCIAL AID?

Financial aid consists of a variety of programs sponsored by colleges, organizations, and the state and federal governments.

There are basically four categories of financial aid:

 Grants - money that is given to the student, usually because of financial need (Pell grants, TAP)

 Loans (Perkins loan and Stafford loan) - This is money that must be paid back

 Work-study - money that the student earns through a campus job.

 Scholarships - money that is awarded based on need, based on merit, based on athletic or other talents.

Additional money is sometimes obtained from other scholarship sources, such as: national, state and local contests, corporation or unions, fraternal or social organizations and ethnic groups. In addition, the Armed Forces offer a variety of plans in Reserved Officers Training Program (ROTC) in return for service in our Armed Forces.

HOW IS FINANCIAL AID CALCULATED?

Questions on financial aid applications will ask about your family’s financial circumstances in order to estimate the amount your family will be expected to pay toward college. Taken into consideration are factors such as income, family size, number in household attending college, savings and assets, certain debts and the age of the older parent.

The difference between the total education expense (includes tuition, fees, room, board, books and supplies, transportation) and the estimate of how much your family is expected to be able to afford to pay toward college costs, called expected family contribution, is your financial need.

CALENDAR FOR FINANCIAL AID

 In the fall of senior year, start your search for private scholarships. Check the monthly

College & Career Office scholarship newsletter.

 Obtain financial aid information and application forms for each college to which you are applying.

 In December obtain the FAFSA worksheet from the College & Career Office or a college financial aid office.
 Apply for your pin #.  You and your parent must have a pin # to complete the FAFSA.  Instructions are available in the College Office.  Apply on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.
 File the FAFSA form as soon as possible after January 1 of your senior year.  If your parents have not filed their income tax returns, they may use the previous year return to estimate the FAFSA information.  Upon completion of their taxes, they will have an opportunity to update the FAFSA form.
 In addition to the FAFSA, some colleges also require the CSS/Financial Aid

Profile. There is a processing fee. This form can also be obtained on line at www.collegeboard.org.
 Attend Port Richmond High School's Financial Aid Workshop and financial aid meetings offered by local colleges.

 Watch for financial aid application and scholarship deadlines.

 Promptly respond to requests for information from college financial aid offices.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarship information is available throughout the year. The College & Career Office produces a monthly College Newsletter that lists scholarships. It is distributed in Senior English classes and is available in the College & Career Office. Applications for all of the scholarships listed in the College Bulletin are available in the College & Career Office or on-line. It is imperative that you submit applications in a timely manner, since most scholarship applications require documentation for the College & Career Office such as transcripts and recommendations. Many applications will also have sections for the guidance counselor to complete.

Some of you will acquire applications on you own. Many parents obtain applications from their places of employment, fraternal organizations or religious affiliations. All scholarship applications must be processed through the College & Career Office. Pay particular attention to deadlines for submission of scholarships applications. The College & Career Office needs at least two weeks to prepare your applications (longer during November and December when college applications are being processed). We cannot accommodate you on a "same day" basis.

Specific Scholarships - Colleges and universities offer scholarships to students who have applied to their institutions.  In many cases, you are automatically eligible for a scholarship by virtue of your college application. However, you should inquire about scholarship opportunities at each of the colleges to which you apply. Some colleges may request that the high school nominate candidates for specific scholarships. If you have applied to a school that requires a nomination for scholarship consideration, advise Ms. Watkins and she will find out the criteria and requirements.

You can find out about additional scholarships through Fastweb, and other recommended web sites.  If you have questions regarding the legitimacy of a scholarship, bring in the form to the College & Career office for verification.

SOURCES OF FINANCIAL AID

Loans: There are three different kinds of loans available from the Federal Government to help finance your college education.  For more information on these and other sources of Financial Aid visit www.hesc.org.
Kind of Loan

1. Perkins Loan

2a. Guaranteed Student Loan (GSL); also known as the Federal Stafford Loan (subsidized)

2b. Guaranteed Student Loan (GSL); also known as Federal Stafford Loan (unsubsidized)

3. Parent Loans for Undergraduate Students (PLUS)

Monetary Value
The amount varies up to $5,500 per year.  The rate of interest is 5%.  The loan is repaid by the student over a ten-year period, which starts nine months after graduation from college.

The student may borrow a maximum of $3500 for the first year, $4500 for the 2nd year, and up to $5500 for each of the last two years.  The student may not borrow more than $23,000.  The interest rate is variable, but is currently fixed at 4.5%. * The loan is to be repaid by the student over a ten year period that begins six months after graduation.

The same limits as on GSL’s (described above) exist on the maximum amounts that may be borrowed.  * The interest on the loan is due while the student is in school.  Interest is currently 6.8%.
Parents may borrow the cost of their child’s education less any other aid received.  The interest rate is variable, but is currently 7.9% or 8.5 depending on Plus Loan.  Repayment of the loan begins within 60 days of the receipt of the loan.

How to Apply
Offered by the college; based on 

FAFSA.

Eligibility is determined by FAFSA.  General information for GSL: (518) 473-1574

Apply using FAFSA.







Apply using FAFSA.  A credit check is required.
SOURCES OF FINANCIAL AID

Grants and Scholarships:  Money that you do not repay.
** For more information on grants, scholarships and loans visit www.hesc.org
SOURCE OF AID

1. College Scholarships

2. Pell Grant

3. Federal Supplementary Educational Grant (FSEOG)

4. Tuition Assistance Program (TAP)

5. National Merit, National Achievement Scholarships

6. Higher Education Opportunity (HEOP)


      (EOP)

MONETARY VALUE

Varies, based on need. Some awards are merit based.

The maximum amount is $5,500 depending on need.  You will be notified by the Federal Gov’t

The current amount ranges from approx. $100 to $4000. The college financial aid officer will determine eligibility.

The Higher Education Services Corporation determines eligibility, and mails you an award certificate that indicates the amount of the grant.  The TAP award can only be used at colleges in NYS.  Currently the award ranges from $500 to $5000.  The award is based on your family’s NYS net taxable income.

The amount varies.

The amount varies, and is based on educational as well as economic criteria.  This grant is only available in NYS.

HOW TO APPLY
CSS Profile + FAFSA and in 

some cases, the college’s own financial aid application.

Use the paper FAFSA or apply on line.

Use the FAFSA to apply.  You do not apply directly for this grant.

Application forms will be sent to you if you list a NYS school on your FAFSA.

General Information

TAP phone number:

(518) 474-5642

1-888-NYSHESC (toll free)

Semi-Finalist selection is based on high PSAT scores taken during the Junior year.  Finalist selection is based on academic and extracurricular criteria as well as on recommendations presented on application.  Your SAT score must match or exceed the PSAT qualifying score.

Request an application from the HEOP office of each private college and public school.

7. Educational Opportunity Program (EOP)

8. ROTC Scholarships (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps)

9. Various Private Scholarships – (Colleges may deduct all or part of these from item 1 above.)

10. Federal Work-Study (FWS)

The amount varies

Pays tuition, books, fees, educational expenses, plus $100 per month.

The amount varies – may be based on either need or merit.

Amount varies of  hours per week: some full time summer employment

The scholarship is available only for students attending college on a SUNY campus.

Apply directly to the Army, Navy, Air Force or Marine Corps.

Apply directly to community agencies, corporations, unions, foundations, religious organizations, clubs, civic and cultural groups.

Offered by the college you are attending; based on the FAFSA information

GLOSSARY OF TERMS
A.A., A.S.- Associates in Arts (AA) or Associates in Science (AS)- Two year degree programs which are designed for students to continue on for their for year BA or BS degree.  These programs usually parallel the first two years of study at a four college.
ACCEPTANCE FORM- Written acknowledgement by the student of receipt of the award letter.  The form usually provides for acceptance of offered aid, possible declination of all or part of the package, and some means of requesting an appeal, if desired, to modify the financial award.
A.C.T. - given by the American College Testing Service is a college admissions exam in place of the SAT. However, many schools do not accept the ACT. It is comprised of four (4) academic tests: English, math, reading and science reasoning. The minimum score is 1 and the maximum score is 36 for each area.  The composite score is an average of the four (4) individual scores.  Check your college choices before you elect to take this exam.  It is not given at Port Richmond. 

AP EXAMS - Advanced Placement Exams, administered by Educational Testing services, are given during the 2nd and 3rd week of May for certain courses in order to obtain college credit for courses taken in high school.  You must take the AP exam in order to receive credit on your transcript for the class.

ARTS & SCIENCES (Also called liberal arts) - A broad term that encompasses most traditional courses of study, including the humanities, social sciences, natural science, mathematics, and foreign languages. A liberal arts college is also called a college of arts and sciences.

AWARD LETTER- A means of notifying financial aid applicants of their assistance offered.  The award letter usually provides information on the types and amounts of aid offered, as well as specific program information, student responsibilities, and the conditions which govern the award.  The letter provides students with the opportunity to accept or decline the aid offered.

B.A. - Bachelors of Arts - The traditional degree awarded by a liberal arts college or university following the successful completion of all academic requirements specified by that institution. You may receive a B.A. in one of the humanities, the social or natural sciences.

B.S. - Bachelor of Science - The Bachelor of Science degree is usually awarded for successful completion of the requirements in vocationally oriented programs (nursing, business or education). Yet many colleges award B.A’s for similar programs. The B.S. does not necessarily limit you to the study of science any more than the B.A. limits you to art.

BUDGET- The estimated cost of attendance for an institution; usually includes tuition, fees, books, room, board, personal expenses and transportation.

BULLETIN BOARDS – Posters with information regarding scholarships, summer programs, open houses, college representative visits, and general college and career information are posted on Bulletin Boards outside room B233.  Please look at them at least once a week.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

(continued)

SENIOR NEWSLETTERS- published periodically between September and the time you graduate.  Each one will contain important college and career information.  Read each of them thoroughly and share them with your parents.

CAA (College Academic Average) – Student’s academic average in high school.  This includes subjects within six (6) academic areas—English, foreign language, mathematics, social studies, natural sciences, one year of the visual and performing arts. It does not include courses designed to help students improve their basic skills.

CANDIDATES UNIVERSAL REPLY DATE - The May 1st, deadline, observed by selective colleges, by which the applicant must respond to an offer of admission, usually with a nonrefundable deposit of several hundred dollars. Colleges that require a student to respond by May 1st, in almost all cases notify them of their acceptance on or before April 15th.

CD- College Discovery.  A program for economically and educationally disadvantaged students at 2-year CUNY schools.

CEEB – High school six-digit code number.  Port Richmond High School’s code is 335365 and must be included in the appropriate space on all college admissions and test applications.

CITIZEN/ELIGIBLE NON CITIZEN- Students must be one of the following to receive federal student aid: U.S. Citizen, U.S. national (includes natives of American Samoa or Swain’s Island), U.S. permanent resident who has an I-151, I-551, or I-551C (alien registration receipt card).

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TESTS – SAT, SAT Subject, ACT exams

COLLEGE BOARD – the organization that sponsors the SAT I and SAT II.  The College Board admissions tests are developed and administered by the Educational Testing Service (ETS).

COMMON APPLICATION - More than 400 colleges in the United States agreed that students may apply to their colleges by completing one common application instead of individual applications for each college. Many students will face a choice as to whether they will complete the college's individual application or the common application, which substantially reduces the time spent composing different essay answers and neatly typing different application forms.  All the colleges participating in the common application agreement sign a statement that they do NOT discriminate among the students who submit the common application instead of the individual application. 
COST OF ATTENDANCE – (C.O.A.) – estimated cost to attend a college/university including tuition, room and board, and any fees as well as estimated personal expenses.
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

(continued)

CREDIT HOUR - Colleges measure the degree of difficulty of courses by assigning them a value in credit hours. For example, it is expected that a four-credit course will be more demanding and require more work than a three-credit course. Most colleges require students to accumulate a specified total of credit hours to graduate.

CSS FINANCIAL AID PROFILE - A Financial Aid form that is only required by Specific colleges. There is a registration fee and an additional fee for each school that receives a report. Schools that require the CSS profile are listed on the form.

C.U.N.Y. - City University of New York, consisting of two year and four year colleges.

DEPENDENT STUDENT- A student who must use parental information on the financial aid application based on dependency criteria, established by the funding source.  A student who does not qualify as an independent student.

DEFERRAL - A letter of deferral means that a student's application has been "put on hold", although a college has decided not to accept you under the Early Decision or Early Action plans, the admissions office will reevaluate your application in the regular admissions candidate pool. A deferral is neither an acceptance nor a refection, but a "Hmmm, we'll have to wait and see about this one" reply.

DORMITORY (Dorm) - On-campus housing.

EARLY ACTION - This term is commonly confused with Early Decision, but is actually quite different. Early action has the same time frame as early decision, but is not a binding commitment upon the accepted student. If admitted with EA status, the college has promised you admission, but you do not have to withdraw other regular decision college applications or commit to attending that college until the usual May 1st reply date.

EARLY DECISION - This admission option exists at many highly selective private colleges across the nation. If you are accepted, you are OBLIGATED to enroll in the college the next fall and you must withdraw your applications from other colleges. Be absolutely certain the college is perfect for you.

EFC- Expected Family Contribution

EOP – Educational Opportunity Program available in SUNY schools. Financial need as well as academic need required.
E.T.S. - Educational Testing Service, the private agency that administers the SATs and AP exams, and processes the CSS Profile.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

(continued)

FEE WAIVERS –may be obtained for SAT Reasoning, SAT Subject, and ACT test, as well as some private colleges, CUNY and SUNY schools. Documentation (1040 Tax Report) must be submitted.

FINANCIAL AID PACKAGES - Information from each college that received your financial aid information explaining exactly how much money you will receive in aid, grants, scholarships, work study, loans, etc.

FINANCIAL NEED – The difference between the student’s cost of attendance and the expected family contribution.

FAFSA- Free Application for Federal Student Aid- The application is filled out by the student and parent and is used to calculate the expected family contribution.  Do not file this application before January 1 of the senior year.  You may file this application on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov
GPA – Grade Point Average
HEOP – Higher Education Opportunity Program available in private schools (same as E.O.P.).

HESC – New York State Higher Education Services Corporation; this state agency administers New York State’s grant and scholarship awards, and Federal Family Education Loan Programs

HUMANITIES- refers to subjects such as literature, languages, social sciences and philosophy as distinguished from science, business, math or technical courses.

INDEPENDENT STUDENT – For federal student aid purposes, students who meet at least one of the following criteria:


Born before January 1, 1975


Veteran of the US Armed Forces


Graduate/professional student


Married


Ward of the court (until age 18) or both parents are deceased

Legal dependents (other than spouse) for whom the student provides over half of the child’s support

IVY LEAGUE COLLEGES – are the following eight (8) highly selective, private colleges: Brown University, Cornell University, Columbia/Barnard University, Dartmouth University, Harvard University, Princeton University, University of Pennsylvania, and Yale University.

LEGAL GUARDIAN – An individual appointed by the court to be a legal guardian of a person and who is specifically required by the court to use his/her own financial resources to support that person.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS
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LIBERAL ARTS – refers to course of study at colleges that grant degrees for a broad academic education in the humanities and sciences.

MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS - A financial grant for some part of college costs, usually awarded for academic achievement or special skill in an extracurricular activity and not based on need. Private corporations and many colleges offer merit scholarships.

NCAA - National Collegiate Athletic Association 

NEED BASED AID - Money awarded solely on the basis of need, usually administered through the colleges. Some schools agree to pay the difference between their total fees and the expected family contribution; others pay part of it, leaving some "unmet" need. Most financial aid packages consist of some combination of three components: grants, loans and work study jobs. Some of the money comes from the college's own resources, although part is financed by federal and state governments.

NEED BLIND ADMISSIONS - A policy in which an applicants ability to pay does not affect the college's consideration of his or her application. Some schools with need-blind admissions also guarantee to meet the full demonstrated financial need of all accepted applicants as determined by one of the two standardized needs analysis forms; others do not.

OPEN ADMISSIONS - A policy under which any applicant with a high school diploma is accepted. At state universities that have this policy, open admission is usually limited to state residents.

PARENT – The student’s natural mother, father or an adoptive parent is considered to be the student’s mother or father as is the stepparent.

PERSONAL COLLEGE/CAREER FOLDER- Set up a special college folder (a folder with pockets works well) and save each bulletin you receive as well as other college-related materials in it.  Your folder will become a helpful guide to refer to as you begin your search for college choices and throughout the application procedure.

PRIVATE COLLEGES – Any college not part of the CUNY or SUNY systems.  Private colleges may be in New York City (NYU, Fordham University), New York State (Syracuse University, University of Rochester), or out-of-state (Boston University, Seton Hall University).

P.S.A.T./N.M.S.Q.T. - Preliminary Scholarship Aptitude Test is prepared by Education Testing Service in Princeton, New Jersey. It is a two-hour preliminary examination to the SAT's, given only in October. All sophomores at Port Richmond are encouraged to take this exam for practice. For juniors, however, the PSAT is used as a qualifying exam for the National Merit Scholarship Program. The PSAT is required for all juniors.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

(continued)

RANK – in class is the academic place of a student in his/her school compared to all students of his/her graduating class based on the ninth, tenth and eleventh year marks.  

RESIDENT ADVISOR/ASSISTANT (R.A.) - A student, usually an upperclassman, who lives in a dorm and helps to maintain regulations and enforce school policy, as well as offering advice and support to dorm residents. RA's receive compensation from the school for their services, usually in the form of free room and board.

ROLLING ADMISSIONS - A policy under which a college considers applications almost immediately after receiving them. Decision letters are usually mailed within a month after the application is filed.  Colleges with rolling admissions continue to accept applications only until the class is filled, so it is best to apply early.

ROOM & BOARD – the cost of your room and your food if you live on campus

SAR –(Student Aid Report) – Report you will receive once you complete the FAFSA form.  Use the SAR to make corrections for your FAFSA.
SAT - a college admission test given by E.T.S. The SAT I is a three-hour and forty-five minute test, primarily multiple-choice test that measures verbal and mathematic reasoning ability, as well as a new writing section. Most colleges require the SAT I scores as part of their admissions application. CUNY now requires the SAT in order for students to apply.

SEEK (Search for Education, Elevation and Knowledge) – Educational Opportunity Program available in four-year CUNY schools.  (Same as E.O.P.)
SEMESTER – is a period of instruction into which an academic year is usually divided.  Most colleges have two semesters annually.

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER –Apply at your nearest Social Security office for a number if you do not already have one.  This number will be required by colleges as part of your application.

SAT Subject - One hour, primarily multiple-choice tests given by ETS in specific subject areas, i.e.  English literature, math, American history, world history, biology, chemistry, physics, and foreign languages, to test what a student has learned. They are required by the highly competitive colleges and should be taken at the end of the year in which the course is taken, or after an advanced placement course in that subject. They are given in May, June, December, and January. You may register for up to three subject tests on a single test date.

SU.N.Y. (State University of New York) - The largest public university system in the United States, consisting of University Centers, Arts & Science Colleges, Health Science Centers, Specialized Colleges, Colleges of Technology and Community Colleges.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS
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TAP (Tuition Assistance Program) - Is a New York State grant and does not have to be repaid. It is for state residents attending colleges in New York State. A TAP form will be automatically generated once a student lists at least one college in New York State on the FAFSA form.

TEACHING ASSISTANT (TA) - A graduate student who assists a professor in the presentation of a course. Usually the professor gives two to four lectures a week for the all students in the class, and the teaching assistants hold smaller weekly discussion sections.

THREE-TWO PROGRAM (3/2) - A program in which students can study three years at one school, followed by two at another more specialized school. Upon completion, any of these programs offer both the bachelor's and master's degrees or two bachelor's degrees.

T.O.E.F.L. (Tests of English as a Foreign Language)- should be taken by students whose native language is not English and who have resided in the United States for less than two (2) years or are in English as a Second Language (ESL) classes.  Scores are used in addition to the SAT, on which verbal scores are likely to be low. CUNY offers its own TOEFL exam. Applications and information are available on line at www.ets.org.
TUITION – is the charge of courses given by a college.

UNIT – is the work of one year in a major subject taken in high school.  Most colleges require 16 units of high school work for entrance.

VESID – Vocational Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities.  A combined State and Federal program to provide training funds to eligible students.

WAITING LIST - A list of students who are not initially accepted, but who may later be accepted depending on the number of accepted students who enroll. Most colleges ultimately accept only a fraction of the students on the waiting list and students are notified by the college by the beginning of the summer.

WARD OF THE COURT- A person who is under the care of the court.

WORK STUDY - Campus jobs, for financial aid recipients that are subsidized by the federal government. Students typically work ten to twenty hours a week to help finance their education.

SAMPLE LETTER/EMAIL
To be Used in Requesting College Applications
(Model Letter "A")










Your Street Address










City, State, Zip Code










Date


Director of Admissions

Name of Institution

Street Address

City, State, Zip Code

Dear Sir or Madam:

I will be graduating from Port Richmond High School in _______ (month) _______(year), and am interested in applying to ____________________ (college name) for admission in the fall/spring of_______ (year).

Please send an application and any other pertinent information to me at the address listed below:

Your name

Your Street Address

City, State, Zip Code

Thank you.








Sincerely,








_________________(signature)








your name (typed)

/

SAMPLE LETTER/Email
To be Used to Inform the Colleges You Will Not be Attending and to Thank Them for Their Offer of Admission
(Model Letter B) 









Your Street Address









City, State, Zip Code









Date

Director of Admissions

Name of Institution

Street Address

City, State, Zip Code

Dear Sir or Madam:

Thank you for admitting me to (name of institution); however, I regret that I will be unable to attend. I have decided after careful thought to attend (name of institution as well as a reason which applies; colleges do like to know where accepted students are going and why).

Again, I appreciate your having accepted me.








Sincerely,








__________________(signature)








your name(typed)








Social Security #

PAGE  
59

