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The Proposed Opening and Co-Location of New High School 08X561 with 

Existing Schools Gateway School of Environmental Research and Technology 

(08X295), the School for Community Research and Learning (08X540), Bronx 

Guild (08X452), Millennium Art Academy (08X312), Pablo Neruda Academy 

for Architecture and World Studies (08X305), Bronx Community High School 

(08X377), Antonia Pantoja Preparatory Academy (08X376), and Bronx 

Bridges High School (08X432) in School Building X450, Beginning in 2012-

2013 

 
I.    Description of the subject and purpose of the proposed item under consideration.  

 

The New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) is proposing to open and site 08X561, a 

new high school, in school building X450, the Adlai E. Stevenson Educational Campus (“X450” 

or “Stevenson Campus”), located at 1980 Lafayette Avenue, Bronx, NY 10473, within the 

geographical confines of Community School District 8 (“District 8”). The proposed new high 

school, 08X561, would offer a rigorous academic program that would prepare students for post-

secondary education or work.  

 

If this proposal is approved, 08X561 would be co-located with Gateway School of 

Environmental Research and Technology (08X295, “Gateway”), an existing high school 

currently serving students in grades nine through twelve that is concurrently being proposed to 

phase out; Bronx Guild (08X452), an existing high school serving students in grades nine 

through twelve; Millenium Art Academy (08X312, “Millennium”), an existing high school 

serving students in grades nine through twelve; Pablo Neruda Academy for Architecture and 

World Studies (08X305, “Pablo Neruda”), an existing high school serving students in grades 

nine through twelve; Bronx Community High School (08X377, “Bronx Community”), an 

existing transfer high school serving students in grades nine through twelve; Antonia Pantoja 

Preparatory Academy (08X376, “Antonia Pantoja”), an existing secondary school serving 

students in grades six through ten that is still phasing in; Bronx Bridges High School (08X432, 

“Bronx Bridges”), an existing high school serving students in grades nine and ten that is still 

phasing in; and the School for Community Research and Learning (08X540, “SCRL”), an 

existing high school currently in its second year of  phasing out pursuant to a proposal previously 

approved by the Panel for Educational Policy (“PEP”).  In addition, X450 houses a pre-

kindergarten program operated by P.S. 138 Samuel Randall (08X138, “P.S. 138”), and a Young 

Adult Borough Center, Stevenson YABC (08X507, “YABC”). A community based organization 

(“CBO”), Good Shepherd Services (“Good Shepherd”), is also located in building X450, where 

it partners with a number of schools on the Stevenson Campus, as well as with the Stevenson 
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YABC program.. 

 

A “co-location” means that two or more school organizations are located in the same building 

and may share common spaces like auditoriums, gymnasiums, and cafeterias. SCRL began 

phasing out in September 2011 and will no longer enroll students following the 2013-2014 

school year. Antonia Pantoja will serve students in grades six through twelve when it reaches full 

scale in the 2013-2014 school year. Bronx Bridges will serve students in grades nine through 

twelve when it reaches full scale in the 2013-2014 school year.  

 

There is also an Alternative Learning Center (08X996, “ALC”) located in the Transportable 

Classroom Units adjacent to the Stevenson campus. The ALC does not use any of the space in 

building X450, nor does any school in X450 use space in the Temporary Classroom Units where 

the ALC is located. Thus, the ALC would not be co-located with 08X561, would not be 

impacted by this proposal, and is not discussed further throughout this EIS. 

In a separate EIS posted on December 22, 2011, the DOE proposed to phase out and eventually 

close Gateway. This EIS can be accessed on the DOE’s Web site at 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2011-2012/Feb2012Proposals .   

 

The DOE has proposed to phase out Gateway after an extensive review of data and community 

feedback indicating that the school is unable to turn around despite numerous efforts to improve 

instruction and school organization. As noted in the EIS posted on December 22, 2011, Gateway 

students continue to struggle academically.  

If the Panel for Educational Policy (“PEP”) approves the proposal to phase out Gateway, the 

school will no longer admit new ninth-grade students after the end of this school year. However, 

Gateway will continue to serve students currently enrolled in the school. Gateway’s enrollment 

will decrease gradually over the next three years, and the school will close in June 2015.  

In the event that the phase-out of Gateway is not approved, the DOE would re-examine the 

availability of space in the building and may, as appropriate, revise its proposal to co-locate 

08X561 in X450. Such a revised proposal would be described in a revised EIS. 

The proposed co-location of 08X561 in building X450 is part of the DOE’s central goal to create 

new school options that will better serve future students and the community at large. 08X561 

would offer a rigorous academic program that would be open to students through the Citywide 

High School Admissions Process and would have a limited unscreened selection method giving 

priority to students residing in the Bronx.  

 

If this proposal is approved, the new school would open during the 2012-2013 school year, when 

it would serve approximately 105-115 students in the ninth grade. 08X561 would gradually 

phase in by adding one grade per year. The school is expected to reach full scale in 2015-2016, 

when it would serve approximately 420-460 students in grades nine through twelve.  

 

In 2015-2016, once Gateway and SCRL have completed their phase-outs and Antonia Pantojas, 

Bronx Bridges and the new high school have reached full scale, there will be approximately 

2665-2975 students served in the building, which would yield a target building utilization rate of 

approximately 80% - 89%.  
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II.    Information regarding where the full text of the proposed item may be obtained. 
  

The Educational Impact Statement (“EIS”) can be found on the Department of Education’s Web 

site: http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/20112012/Feb2012Proposals. 

 

Copies of the EIS are also available in Gateway Career and Technical Education High School’s, 

School for Community Research and Learning’s, Bronx Guild’s , Millennium Art Academy’s, 

Pablo Neruda Academy for Architecture and World Studies’s,  Bronx Community High 

School’s, Antonia Pantoja Preparatory Academy’s, and Bronx Bridges High School’s main 

office. 

 

III. Submission of public comment.  

 

Written comments can be sent to 08Proposals@schools.nyc.gov 

 

Oral comments can be left at 212-374-5159. 

 

 IV. The name, office, address, email and telephone number of the city district 

representative, knowledgeable on the item under consideration, from whom information 

may be obtained concerning the item. 

 

Name:   Amanda Cahn 

Office:  Division of Portfolio Planning 

Address:  52 Chambers Street, New York, NY 10007 

Email:   D08Proposals@schools.nyc.gov 

Phone:  212-374-5159 

 

V. Date, time and place of joint public hearings for this proposal.     

 

January 27, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 

Gateway School of Environmental Research and Technology  

1980 Lafayette Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10473 

 

Questions about the proposal should be directed as indicated in section IV above. 

 

Speaker sign-up will begin 30 minutes before the hearing and will close 15 minutes after the 

start. 

 

VI. Date, time and place of the Panel for Educational Policy meeting at which the Panel 

will vote on the proposed item. 

 

February 9
th

 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 

Brooklyn Technical High School 

29 Fort Greene Place 

Brooklyn, NY 11217 
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