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	Trait 1:
Focus: TOPIC
CCLS W.5.2a
	Introduces a topic; organizes ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; includes formatting (headings), graphics (charts, tables)
	
	Introduces a topic that is insightful or demonstrates a complete understanding of the topic
	
	Introduces a topic that clearly demonstrates a complex understanding of the topic.
	
	States a topic related to the research; but does not convey ideas and information clearly
	

	Trait 2:
Development
(CCLS W.5.2b
	Develops the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations or other information and examples
	
	The quantity and quality of the evidence provide sufficient and reasonable evidence and its support of the topic, including some domain specific vocabulary and accurate citations.
	
	Includes a variety of evidence to develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic
	
	Some of the information included is relevant to the topic.

Some information or explanation is provided to support the writer’s topic or to connect the evidence to the overall topic
	

	Trait 3:
Reading
(CCLS RI.5.1)
	Demonstrates an insightful understanding of literal and inferential details from the text.  Shows a more complex understanding of the text.
	
	Demonstrates an insightful understanding of literal and inferential details from the text.
	
	Clearly demonstrates an understanding of the text by referring to details and examples in when explaining what the text says explicitly
	
	Demonstrates an understanding of the text by providing text evidence that is stated
	







	Trait 4:  Intro and Conclusion 
	Engage and orients the reader by establishing a context to the most important points.

Provides a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented.
	
	Provides an introduction that orients the reader to the most important points.

Concludes the essay with a section that highlights important points and facts from across the rest of the piece or brings in new, effective evidence.

	
	Provides an introduction, clearly announcing that this is writing.  Attempts to inspire readers to care about the topic.

Provides a conclusion that connects to the writer’s overall thinking.  
	
	Provides a very brief introduction, which may not connect closely to the overall text.

Provides a conclusion that may restate intro.
	

	Trait 5:
Structure
	Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically using paragraphs
	
	Orders paragraphs in a structure that is clearly planned: either demonstrates least to most importance; chronological order; or follows the flow of the research text.
	
	Uses paragraphing to group supporting ideas and their relevant evidence.

It’s clear how each section has been organized.
	
	Organizes reasons into a list-either through a preview of the reasons in an introduction or by creating body paragraphs or other internal sections that list reasons supporting the writer’s thinking.

Some sections are well defined
	

	Trait 6:
Transitions

	Uses a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another
	
	Use transition words and phrases to connect evidence to reasons.
Helps the reader move through the essay smoothly
	
	Uses words and phrases to shift from reasons or to introduce a new point,.
	
	Some ideas and reasons are connected using linking words.
	

	Trait 7:
Conventions
 
	High frequency words and some Tier II words are spelled conventionally

Punctuation is purposeful.
	
	High-frequency words, some Tier II words and domain-specific vocabulary are spelled conventionally.

Basic punctuation is accurate and helps the reader; some punctuation of quotes from text is accurate
	
	. High-frequency words and some Tier II words are spelled conventionally.

Basic punctuation (ending punctuation commas in compound sentences) is accurate
	
	High-frequency words are spelled conventionally.

Punctuation allows for the audience to read the essay with understanding
	



