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Objectives: 

During the presentation, participants will:   

 
 reach an understanding of academic language 

 learn to use a tool for evaluating content-embedded, academic language-

focused instruction for ELLs   

 achieve an understanding of implications for language instruction to 

support  ELLs with academic success 
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Activity 1: Extended Anticipatory Guide 

Agree Disagree Extended 

response  

1. The essential component of AL is 

sophisticated vocabulary. 

2. Students who are fluent in English do not 

have difficulties using AL. 
 

 

3. In teaching vocabulary, domain-specific 

words should be emphasized. 

4. Content area teachers are equally 

responsible for language and literacy 

development. 
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Think-Jot down-Pair-Share 

• Think about the following question for a moment and jot 

down some notes if necessary: 
 How does academic language empower students to access CCSS? 

 

•  Working in pairs, share your responses. 
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What is academic language (AL)? 
www.gse..harvard.edu  

 

• The written language of school texts 

• The oral language used in classrooms and professional 

education 

• The language of academic assessments 

• The oral and written language of science 

• The language associated with prestige and power 
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http://www.gse..harvard.edu/


Everyday Language > Academic Language 

Everyday language 

• “I am worried because 

one day the politicians 

might explode a nuclear 

bomb and everyone will 

die a horrible death.” 

Academic text 

• “Concern has been 

expressed over the 

possible detonation of a 

nuclear device which 

could result in widespread 

mortality.” 

 

(Derewianka, 1992) 
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Discourse 
Level 

Sentence 
Level 

Word Level 

•Tone 

•Stance 

•Communication of thought by words 

•Organization and variety of sentence types 

•Any unit of connected speech or writing longer 
than a sentence 

•Sentence structures 

•Word arrangement of sentences 

•Grammar 

•Word order 

•Letter-sound 

•Word parts: roots and affixes 

•Vocabulary 

Academic Language: 
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Activity 2: Where are We Now? 

What have I seen in classrooms where  teachers are  

explicitly teaching academic language?  

 

1.   Sort and label: Sort the descriptors into three  

      categories: 

      a. word level 

      b. sentence level 

      c. discourse level 

2.   Place the sorted descriptors next to the three  

      categories accordingly 

3.   Have a conversation in your group  
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Activity 3: Jigsaw Reading 

Working in groups of four, read the brief on Academic Language. 

 

 Introduction: p.1 (everyone reads it) 

 Part 1: p.2/3  What is Academic Language? 

 Part 2: p.3     What is the Importance of Teaching Academic Language? 

 Part 3: p.4     A Frame for Approaching the Teaching of Academic  

           Language 

 Part 4: p.5     Teach Academic Words within the Contexts in which they 

           are used as a Bridge to Teaching Additional Academic  

           Language Features- and Word Knowledge 

 

Group Share-out: 

  What is one thing you learned from reading your section? 

  What is one question that you may still have after you have read your section? 
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Activity 4: Analysis of End of Unit 

Assessments Task 
Introducing Evaluating Content-Embedded, Academic 

Language-Focused Instruction for ELLs – A Tool 

 

 After you have read the assignment (next slide), think of 

skills and concepts that might have been taught prior to 

the assignment.  

  What features of academic language should students 

own in order to be able to engage productively in this 

task? 

 Use the Academic Language tool to identify possible skills 

and instructional routines that teacher might want to teach 

in preparation for assigning this task. 
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End of Unit Task for Secondary School Social Studies 
(Adapted  from QTEL Social Studies  series) 

Write a summary report in which you must include the following: 

• A description of how the internment of Japanese Americans came to pass 

• An explanation of Korematsu V. United States 

• The impact of Japanese internment on both Japanese Americans and other 

ethnic groups living in the United States 

• What effect the Korematsu case has in current times 

 

The summary report must draw upon information from your background 

readings, knowledge of the U.S. Constitution, the opinions presented in 

Korematsu v. United States, and the texts presented in the four poems. 

 

11 



Activity 1: Extended Anticipatory Guide 

Agree Disagree Extended 

response  

1. The essential component of AL is 

sophisticated vocabulary 

2. Students who are  fluent in English do not 

have  any difficulties using AL 
 

 

3. In teaching vocabulary, domain specific 

words should be emphasized 

4. Content area teachers are equally 

responsible for language and literacy 

development 
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3-2-1 Reflection 
What are 2 or 3 implications for language 

instruction you would target to supports ELLs 

teaching and learning? 
3 ideas about the AL instruction will you take away from the presentation 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

2 aspects of  AL instruction you might still want to explore 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

1 instructional practice will you share with your teachers of ELLs next 

week 

________________________________________________________________ 
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