Eighth Grade Falls Into Good Books – September, 2008
· Anderson, M.T.  Thirsty.  Genre:  Fantasy.  From the moment he knows that he is destined to be a vampire, Chris thirsts for the blood of people around him while also struggling to remain human.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Brooks, Kevin.  The Road of the Dead. Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Cole and his psychic brother Ruben journey to the ghostly moors of Dartmoor to discover the truth behind their sister's brutal murder.  (YALSA)
· Crutcher, Chris.  Crazy Horse Electric Game.  Genre:  Sports Fiction. A high school athlete, frustrated at being handicapped after an accident, runs away from home and is helped back to mental and physical health by an African-American benefactor and the people in a special school where he enrolls.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Dessen, Sarah.  Just Listen.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Isolated from friends who believe the worst because she has not been truthful with them, sixteen-year-old Annabel finds an ally in classmate Owen, whose honesty and passion for music help her to face and share what really happened at the end-of-the-year party that changed her life.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Draper, Sharon.  Forged By Fire.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Gerald, who has struggled his entire life to survive in spite of his drug-addicted mother, now must protect his sister from an abusive stepfather.  (YALSA)

· Farmer, Nancy.  The House of the Scorpion.  Genre:  Science Fiction.   In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Kinney, Jeff.  Diary of a Wimpy Kid:  Rodrick Rules.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction/Humor.  Greg Heffley tells about his summer vacation and his attempts to steer clear of trouble when he returns to middle school and tries to keep his older brother, Rodrick, from telling everyone about Greg’s most humiliating experience of the summer.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Korman, Gordon.  No More Dead Dogs.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction/Humor.  Eighth-grade football hero Wallace Wallace’s detention sentence is to attend rehearsals of the school play where, in spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in the production and begins to suggest changes that improve not only the play but his life as well.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Korman, Gordon.  Son of the Mob.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction/Humor.  The ultimate Romeo and Juliet tale. The son of the mob falls in love with the daughter of the FBI. Even communications are a problem when your girlfriend’s dad is the agent in charge of bugging your house. (YALSA)
· McCormick, Patricia.  Cut.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  While confined to a mental hospital, thirteen-year-old Callie slowly comes to understand some of the reasons behind her self-mutilation, and gradually starts to get better.  (Follett Titlewave).
· McDonald, Janet.  Twists & Turns.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  With the help of a couple of successful friends, Teesha and Keeba try to capitalize on their talents by opening a hair salon in the run-down Brooklyn housing project where they live.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Meyer, Stephenie.  New Moon.  Genre:  Fantasy.  When the Cullens, including her beloved Edward, leave Forks rather than risk revealing that they are vampires, it is almost too much for eighteen-year-old Bella to bear, but she finds solace in her friend Jacob until he is drawn into a "cult" and changes in terrible ways.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Mills, Claudia.  Makeovers by Marcia.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  At the beginning of eighth grade, all Marcia can think about is what nail polish to use, how to lose weight, and whether Alex will ask her to the dance, but after giving makeovers in a nursing home for a school project, she begins to appreciate the value of inner beauty.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Patterson, James.  Maximum Ride: School’s Out Forever.  Genre:  Fantasy.  After a short stay with an FBI agent who gives them a chance to attend school and live a normal life, the six genetically-altered, winged youths head toward Florida and Max's ultimate destiny--to save the world, whether she wants to or not.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Philbrick, Rodman.  The Last Book in the Universe.  Genre:  Science Fiction.  After an earthquake has destroyed much of the planet, an epileptic teenager nicknamed Spaz begins the heroic fight to bring human intelligence back to the Earth of a distant future.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Shan, Darren.  Cirque Du Freak: The Vampire’s Assistant.  Genre:  Horror.  After traveling with Mr. Crepsley, the vampire who made him into a half-vampire, Darren returns to the freak show known as the Cirque du Freak and continues to fight his need to drink human blood.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Spinelli, Jerry.  Love, Stargirl.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Still moping months after being dumped by her Arizona boyfriend Leo, fifteen-year-old Stargirl, a home-schooled free spirit, writes "the world's longest letter" to Leo, describing her new life in Pennsylvania.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Westerfeld, Scott.  Uglies.  Genre:  Science Fiction.  Tally can't wait for her 16th birthday - and the surgery that will transform her into a "pretty.”  Because if everyone is beautiful, everything is perfect - right?  (YALSA)
· Wooding, Chris.  The Haunting of Alaizabel Cray.  Genre:  Fantasy.  As Thaniel, a wych-hunter, and Cathaline, his friend and mentor, try to destroy the terrible creatures that infest the alleys of London's Old Quarter, their lives become entwined with that of Alaizabel Cray, a woman who may be either mad or possessed.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Zevin, Gabrielle.  Elsewhere.  Genre:  Fantasy.  After fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is hit by a taxi and killed, she finds herself in a place that is both like and unlike Earth, where she must adjust to her new status and figure out how to "live."  (Follett Titlewave).  
