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Brief description:

            Students in Advanced Placement English literature and composition, a college-level literature course, read and write fiction, poetry, and non-fiction broadly and deeply, reflecting the tone of a challenging and thought-provoking introductory collegiate literature study. The course asks students to engage in thoughtful questioning, critical thinking and vigorous debate as they discuss and practice strategies of metacognitive thinking, particularly with regard to literary analysis and criticism as a craft. In reading and writing workshops, discussion groups and Socratic seminars, students grow as creative writers and critical thinkers. Sample texts read include Beowulf, Stephen Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage and Yann Martel’s Life of Pi. Success on the AP exam allows students to earn college credits for taking the course.

            The study of visual elements and literacy emerge as a primary course focus in Introduction to Visual Literacy. Students engage in unpacking visual texts in television, film, advertising, and traditional print media. Student participation involves critique and production of visual texts. Assessments include student-led Socratic conversations, essay writing and peer-facilitated revision, and the creation and maintenance of reader’s journals and visual archives. Sample texts read include Beowulf, George Orwell’s 1984, and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.

Course enduring understandings:

· A text supports varied interpretations. 

· Each character, each writer, and each reader, has a story to tell. 

· Literacy involves fluency in multiple discourses. 

· A visual image holds multiple meanings.

Course essential questions:

· Who or what nurtures and/or defines our identity? 

· Who or what nurtures and/or defines a literary characters’ identity? 

· What makes a story? 

· What stories may pictures tell? 

· What makes a writer’s or artist’s story unique? 

· How does broadening perspective challenge my understanding?

