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Welcome to Grade Ten Humanities
Summer Performance Based Assessment

Course: Tenth Grade English

Performance Based Assessment Description: In January 2014, students will take the New York State
English Regents. In an effort to prepare for this exam, students will read 4 Separate Peace by John
Knowles and a second novel of their choice, complete the two attached graphic organizers, and write a
one to two page critical lens essay. As students read the novel, they will keep the following quotes in
mind:

“If you hate a person, you hate something in him that is part of yourself. What isn’t part of ourselves
doesn’t disturb us. —Hermann Hesse

“Everyone is a moon, and has a dark side which he never shows to anybody. - Mark Twain

Task 1 Steps:
* This summer we expect you to read for 30 minutes every day. Please read an array of texts

(fiction/nonfiction/newspaper articles/magazines), as well as the assigned text.

* Students will read 4 Separate Peace by John Knowles and a second novel of their choice

* Students will complete the critical lens graphic organizer by responding to each prompt and thoroughly
citing textual evidence when necessary

* Students will complete the literary elements graphic organizer by writing 3 to 4 bullet notes to each area
indicated

* Students will choose one of the critical lens quotes and write a critical lens essay (see attached task
details)

* The essay must be approximately one to two pages in length

* The essay must respond to each aspect of the indicated prompt

Task 2 Steps:

e Read and annotate the poem. Circle details that remind you of 4 Separate Peace underline details that
deal with how the speaker feels about a person dying young

e Complete the poetry analysis graphic organizer

e Write a well-developed essay synthesizing the poem and the novel

Due Date: Friday, September 13, 2012

Key Common Core Standards:

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.

RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how
it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text,

interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
W.9-10.11. Create literary texts that demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a wide variety of texts of recognized literary merit.
a. Engage in a wide range of prewriting experiences, such as using a variety of visual representations, to express personal, social, and
cultural connections and insights.
b. Identify, analyze, and use elements and techniques of various genres of literature.
c. Develop critical and interpretive texts from more than one perspective, including historical and cultural.
d. Create poetry, stories, plays, and other literary forms (e.g. videos, art work).
Materials:
A Separate Peace by John Knowles and a second novel of choice, Poem: “To An Athlete Dying Young” by AE
Housman
Critical lens graphic organizer and the literary elements graphic organizer
Critical lens essay prompt
Poetry Analysis Graphic Organizer
Student Outcomes:
¢ Students will be able to cite textual evidence
*  Students will be able to make connections to various quotes and specific literature

¢ Students will be able to organize their ideas in a coherent manner in order to write a response to
literature for the Term 1 Marking Period 1 writing assienment




Scholars’ Academy

Date:

Critical Lens Task Description:

Name:

Class: 10___

Write a critical essay in which you discuss 4 Separate Peace, by John Knowles and one other work of literature
you have read this summer from the particular perspective of one of the statements provided in the Critical
Lens. In your essay, provide a valid interpretation of the statement, agree or disagree with the statement as you
have interpreted it, and support your opinion using specific references to the text and appropriate literary
elements from the two works. This essay must be typed or written neatly on loose-leaf paper.
To see Critical Lens Rubric and sample papers go to
http://www.nysedregents.org/comprehensiveenglish/811/compeng-re811-g28.pdf

Critical Lens:
Choice 1:

“If you hate a person, you hate something in him that is part of yourself. What isn’t part of ourselves doesn’t

disturb us."—Hermann Hesse

Choice 2:

“Everyone is a moon, and has a dark side which he never shows to anybody. - Mark Twain

Task Steps:

* Select one of the above Critical Lens statements
* Write a 1-2 page typed (or neatly handwritten) Critical Lens essay
* The essay must refer to A Separate Peace, by John Knowles and second novel of choice

In your essay vyou must:

* Provide a valid interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for analysis
* Indicate whether you agree or disagree with the statement as you have interpreted it

* Choose two works you have read that you believe best support your opinion
* Use the criteria suggested by the critical lens to analyze the works you have chosen

* Avoid plot summary. Instead, use specific references to appropriate literary elements (for

example: theme, characterization, setting, point of view) to develop your analysis

* Organize your ideas in a unified and coherent manner
* Specify the titles and authors of the literature you choose
* Follow the conventions of standard written English

Task requirements:

* The essay must be one to two pages in length

* The essay must cite specific textual evidence that is relevant to the lens, that supports your
opinion, and references appropriate literary elements
Student outcomes:

* Students will be able to cite specific textual evidence
* Students will be able to identify, analyze and interpret the use of elements and techniques used in

literature

* Students will be able to develop critical and interpretive texts from more than one perspective
Rubric for the Graphic Organizers (A Separate Peace and “To An Athlete Dying Young”):

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Graphic Organizer:
Using Evidence from

the Text

In each category, scholars
demonstrate thorough

comprehension and analysis of the

text by including at least 3
relevant and specific details.

In each category, scholars
demonstrate basic comprehension
and analysis of the text by including
1-2 relevant and specific details.

In each category, scholars
demonstrate minimal
comprehension and analysis of
the text. Details may be present,
but they are too general and lack
relevance.

Analysis incomplete or
missing entirely.

Note taking Page:
Demonstration of

Understanding of the
Task

Scholars include at least 5
relevant and specific details for
each prompt.

Scholars include 3-4 relevant and
specific details

Scholars include 1-2 relevant
and specific details

Details are vague or
irrelevant.

Spelling, Grammar
and Mechanics

Both the graphic organizer and
note-taking sheet are virtually
error-free.

The graphic organizer and note-
taking sheet contain 2-3 errors, but
the errors do not interfere with
meaning.

The graphic organizer and note-
taking sheet contain 4 -5 errors
in spelling, mechanics, and
grammar.

The graphic organizer and
note taking sheet contain
more than 6 errors that
interfere with meaning and
comprehension.

Legibility/
Neatness

Both documents are typed or
neatly handwritten.

Both documents are fairly neat with
1-2 areas that are difficult to read.

Both documents lack neatness
and are difficult to read.

Both documents lack
neatness making it
virtually impossible to
read.




Step 1

Scholars’ Academy

Date:

Name:
Class: 10___

Critical Lens Graphic Organizer

Directions: As you read A Separate Peace by John Knowles, keep the two quotes in mind. Complete the
graphic organizer by answering each prompt. Be sure to include textual evidence (with page numbers) to help
support your ideas. You do not need to write full sentences — just short notes to identify the evidence. This
assignment will be counted as part of your first report card grade and is due in class on Friday, September 13,
2013. You may use additional paper if needed. You will find an electronic version of this form at:
http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/27/Q323/default.htm (It is highly suggested that you type this.)

Aspect of Essay

Evidence (Direct Quote and Page Number) /Response

Critical Lens Quote:

Interpretation of the
Quote: (What does this
mean?)

Agree or Disagree with the
Quote?

Title and Author of First
Novel (Summer Reading
text)

Literary element author
used to prove the quote to
be true or untrue:

Key ideas to discuss from
novel:

Title and Author of Second
Novel of Choice

Literary element author
used to prove the quote to
be true or untrue:

Key ideas to discuss from
novel:




Step 2

Scholars’ Academy

Date:

Literary Elements Graphic Organizer
Directions: Complete the graphic organizer by answering each prompt. Be sure to include textual evidence
(with page numbers) to help support your ideas. You do not need to write full sentences — just short notes to
identify the evidence. This assignment will be counted as part of your first report card grade and is due in class
on Friday, September 13, 2013. You may use additional paper if needed. You will find an electronic version of
this form at: http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/27/Q323/default.htm (It is highly suggested it is typed.)

Class: 10___

A Separate Peace

Novel:

Protagonist
(Identify the
protagonist in
each novel and
jot down notes
about their
character traits)

Antagonist(s)
(Identify the
antagonist in each
novel and jot
down notes about
their character
traits)

Main
Setting(s)
(Describe the
main setting of
each novel
using details
from the text)

Central

Conflict
(Take notes
about the
central conflict
of the story)

Resolution to
Central
Conflict

(Briefly
describe how
the conflict was
resolved)

Examples of
Imagery
(Identify an
example of
imagery the
author used and
explain its
importance)

Examples of
literary
elements the

author uses
(i.e. flashback,
foreshadowing,
symbolism, etc.)
(Identify an

Axrasmanla AF




figurative language
used by the author
and explain its
importance)

Task 2: Poetry Analysis/Synthesis

A. E. Housman. 1859—

To An Athlete Dying Young

THE time you won your town the race
We chaired you through the market-place;
Man and boy stood cheering by,

And home we brought you shoulder-high.

To-day, the road all runners come, 5
Shoulder-high we bring you home,

And set you at your threshold down,
Townsman of a stiller town.

Smart lad, to slip betimes away

From fields where glory does not stay, 10
And early though the laurel grows

It withers quicker than the rose.

Eyes the shady night has shut

Cannot see the record cut,

And silence sounds no worse than cheers 15
After earth has stopped the ears:

Now you will not swell the rout

Of lads that wore their honours out,

Runners whom renown outran

And the name died before the man. 20

So set, before its echoes fade,
The fleet foot on the sill of shade,
And hold to the low lintel up

The still-defended challenge-cup.

And round that early-laurelled head 25
Will flock to gaze the strengthless dead,

And find unwithered on its curls

The garland briefer than a girl's.

Step 1: Read and annotate the poem. Circle details that remind you of A Separate Peace underline details
that deal with how the speaker feels about a person dying young.

Step 2: Complete the Poetry Analysis Graphic Organizer
Step 3: Respond to the prompt below in a well-organized essay of five paragraphs.

Use what you have learned from reading 4 Separate Peace by John Knowles and “To An Athlete Dying
Young” by A.E. Housman to write a five-paragraph essay to establish a controlling idea about dying young. As
a starting point, you may want to consider what is emphasized, absent, or different in the two texts, but feel free
to develop your own focus for analysis. Develop your controlling idea using specific examples and

details from both A Separate Peace and “To An Athlete Dying Young.”

Develop your essay by providing textual evidence from both texts. Be sure to follow the conventions of
standard English.




Name

Class10

POETRY ANALYSIS GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Guiding Question for “To

Your Response

An Athlete Dying Young”

Support your inferences with specific text evidence where applicable. Cite direct
quote and line number(s).

Who is the speaker/ persona
of the poem?

Who is the “you” in the first
stanza?

What is the “road all runners
come” in stanza two?

Why does the speaker call
the

“you” a “smart lad” at the
beginning of stanza three?

For what is the “shady night”
a
metaphor in stanza four?

How do you define “rout” in
stanza five by its context?

How can you paraphrase
stanza five? What is the
meaning of this stanza?

How can you paraphrase
stanza six? What is the
meaning of this stanza?

What is the importance of the
word “unwithered” in the last
stanza?

How does Housman present
death in this poem?

What is Housman’s tone or
attitude toward death?
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