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Focus Question: How does a character’s "tragic flaw" influence their actions, relationships, and worldviews? 
 
Marking Period One Performance Based Task Description:  
A tragic flaw is a struggle within a character to maintain a survival system long after it has outlived its usefulness. 
Essentially, it is a flaw that brings the protagonist to ruin or sorrow.  Over the summer students will read The Great 
Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald and King Lear by William Shakespeare.  Students will take notes about the text and write a 
fully developed essay.  The notes and essay are due on September 10, 2012 and will be counted towards the Term 1, 
Marking Period 1 report card grade. 
 
Task Steps:  

1. Read The Great Gatsby and King Lear. 
2. Complete Task A - Take notes while you read in order to monitor for meaning.  
3. Complete Task B - Write a literary response using the question prompt in the PBA description above.  

a. Analyze both texts for literary techniques and stylistic choices. 
b. Reference both texts with direct and indirect quotations.  
c. Format the paper according to MLA guidelines.  

Task A Requirements:  
As you read The Great Gatsby and King Lear, take notes on the attached chart. Each response should be approximately 
50-100 words.  You must write one entry for each chapter and act, a total of 14 entries. Use one or more of the following 
topics per entry in the graphic organizer attached. In your notes, you should consider how the following literary devices 
function to convey the author’s themes. Use appropriate quotes to support your analysis. Upon completion, detach the 
organizer and attach to the back of your essay.  
 

⎯ Descriptive language / imagery 
⎯ Figurative language 
⎯ Narrative tone/ perspective 
⎯ Reoccurring motifs / themes 
⎯ Dramatic, thematic, verbal and irony 
⎯ Characterization 

Task B Requirements:  
Write a literary response of approximately 750 words, using the question prompt in the PBA description above. In order to 
complete the task, you should incorporate the following into your essay:  

⎯ Identify Gatsby and Lear’s tragic flaws. (Introduction) 
⎯ Determine how the characters’ tragic flaws manifest themselves in their actions. (Body) 
⎯ Define how the characters’ flaws affect those around them. (Body) 
⎯ Determine how the characters’ flaws influence their worldviews and values. (Body) 
⎯ Consider the personal, social / political consequences of those tragic flaws. (Body) 
⎯ Consider how those tragic flaws are still present in today’s society. (Conclusion) 

 
Key	  Common	  Core	  Standards:	  
RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
W. 11-12.11.   Create interpretive and responsive texts to demonstrate knowledge and a sophisticated understanding of the connections between life and the literary 
work.  
a. Engage in using a wide range of prewriting strategies, such as visual representations and the    creation of factual and interpretive questions, to express personal, 
social and cultural connections and insights.  
b. Identify, analyze, and use elements and techniques of various genres of literature, such as allegory, stream of consciousness, irony, and ambiguity, to affect meaning.  
c. Develop innovative perspectives on texts, including historical, cultural, sociological, and psychological contexts.  
d. Create poetry, stories, plays, and other literary forms (e.g. videos, art work). 
 
Student Outcomes: 

• Students will critically read two texts and respond to an AP English Literature and Composition prompt 
• Students will synthesize two texts and determine how a similar theme function within two texts from two varied 

time periods and genres 
• Students will be able to analyze the rhetoric of literary writing rather than focus on plot summary 



Scholars’ Academy      Name: _____________________________ 
Date:        Class:  12- __________________________ 
 
Dear Students:  
 
Below you will find the rubric that will be used to assess the work you complete for the 12th Grade English 
Summer Assignment. Please review it prior to completing the essay.  Once you have completed the task, 
complete the student reflection portion of this sheet as well. 
	  
Rubric:	  	  Advanced	  Placement	  English	  Literature	  and	  Composition	  College	  Board	  Rubric:	  
9/8 -These essays offer a persuasive analysis of the texts’ use of literary devices to develop the complex 
relationship of the father and son. The essays offer a range of interpretations; they provide convincing readings 
of both the complex relationship and the use of literary devices. They demonstrate consistent and effective 
control over the elements of composition in language appropriate to the analysis of poetry. Textual references 
are apt and specific. Though they may not be error-free, these essays are perceptive in their analysis and 
demonstrate writing that is clear and sophisticated, and in the case of a score of 9, especially persuasive.  
 
7/6 -These essays offer a reasonable analysis of the texts’ use of literary devices to develop the complex 
relationship of the father and son. The essays are less thorough or less precise in their discussion of the 
relationship and the texts’ use of literary devices, and their analysis of the relationship of the father and son is 
less convincing. These essays demonstrate the student’s ability to express ideas clearly, making references to 
the text, although they do not exhibit the same level of effective writing as the 9–8 responses. Essays scored a 7 
present better developed analysis and more consistent command of the elements of effective composition than 
do essays scored a 6.  
 
5- These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading of the texts’ use of literary devices to 
develop the relationship of the father and son but tend to be superficial in their analysis of the relationship. They 
often rely on paraphrase, which may contain some analysis, implicit or explicit. Their analysis of the 
relationship of the father and son or of the texts’ use of literary devices may be vague, formulaic, or minimally 
supported by references to the text. There may be minor misinterpretations of the poem. These essays 
demonstrate some control of language, but the writing may be marred by surface errors. These essays are not as 
well conceived, organized, or developed as 7–6 essays.  
 
4/3 -These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of the poem. The analysis may be partial, 
unconvincing, or irrelevant, or it may ignore the complexity of the relationship of the father and son or the 
texts’ use of literary devices. Evidence from the poem may be slight or misconstrued, or the essays may rely on 
paraphrase only. The writing often demonstrates a lack of control over the conventions of composition: 
inadequate development of ideas, accumulation of errors, or a focus that is unclear, inconsistent, or repetitive. 
Essays scored a 3 may contain significant misreading and/or demonstrate inept writing.  
 
2/1 -These essays compound the weaknesses of those in the 4–3 range. Although some attempt has been made 
to respond to the prompt, the student’s assertions are presented with little clarity, organization, or support from 
the poem. These essays may contain serious errors in grammar and mechanics. They may offer a complete 
misreading or be unacceptably brief. Essays scored a 1 contain little coherent discussion of the poem.  
 
0 - These essays do no more than make a reference to the task. 
 
Student Reflection:  (What did you find as a challenge as you completed this assignment?  What did you 
find came easily to you as you completed this assignment?) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
______ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
______ 
Teacher Reflection: 



__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
The	  Great	  
Gatsby	  

Literary	  Techniques	  –	  
Check	  of	  your	  choice	  

Notes	  –	  Explain	  how	  the	  author	  uses	  literary	  techniques	  to	  convey	  ideas	  
and	  themes.	  Quote	  relevant	  text	  to	  support	  your	  analysis.	  	  

Chapter	  1	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization 

	  

Chapter	  2	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

Chapter	  3	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

Chapter	  4	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

Chapter	  5	  	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

Chapter	  6	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

Chapter	  7	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

Chapter	  8	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

Chapter	  9	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

	  
King	  Lear	   Literary	  Techniques	  -‐	  

Check	  of	  your	  choice	  
Notes	  –	  Explain	  how	  the	  author	  uses	  literary	  techniques	  to	  convey	  ideas	  
and	  themes.	  Quote	  relevant	  text	  to	  support	  your	  analysis.	  

Act	  I	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

Act	  II	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

Act	  III	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  



Act	  IV	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

Act	  V	   __Descriptive language / imagery 
__Figurative language 
__Narrative tone/ perspective 
__Reoccurring motifs / themes 
__Irony-Dramatic, thematic, verbal  
__Characterization	  

	  

 


