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EDUCATION - DIVISION OF
PORTFOLIO PLANNING
District Replacement of 29Q496 (HS)

June 4, 2013
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[START RECORDING]

MR. JUAN MENDEZ: Testing 1, 2, 3, testing.
Testing 1, 2, 3, it's good? Okay. Can you hear
me? Good. It says memory is full. Good
evening everyone, this 1is a meeting regarding
the proposed opening and co-location of the new
high school, 290313, with Business Computer
Applications and Entrepreneurship High School,
290496, Mathematics, Science Research and
Technology Magnet High School, 290492, Law,
Government and Community Service High School,
290494, Humanities and Arts Magnet High School,
290498 and the Institute for Health Professions
at Cambria Heights, 290243 in school building
Q490 beginning in the academic year 2014-2015.
This is a joint public hearing today June 4°°,
2013, 6:00 p.m. I would like to recognize here
with us this evening at the dais. We have Atina
Modesto, assistant principal representing Lynn
Calendar from Business, Computer Applications
and Entrepreneurship. We have UFT chapter
leader and mathematics teacher, programmer of
the school Joel Vigne and we have Lenore
Krieger, a guidance counselor and an expert in

guidance and outreach to students for many years
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here at the school. Members of the SLT. In
addition to that, joining us this evening we
have Principal Jose Cruz, Assistant Principal
Johnny Recio from Mathematics, Science Research
and Technology. We have with us here this
evening Principal Rosemary O'Mard and PA
President Melissa Hubbard and UFT chapter
chairperson and educator Fred Wellsfair from
Humanities, Arts High School, from Law,
Government and Community Service High School
joining us this evening we have Principal Donna
Delfyett-White and I would like to recognize a
representative from Barbara Clark's office,
Assembly member Barbara Clark's office, Maylene
Thurton who's here in the audience. Welcome, we
are expecting the CC representative, a member
Alicia Hymand. She called that she is 111, 1is
not feeling well and she's trying to procure a
replacement to join us. That person will Dbe
recognized when they arrive. So, good evening
again. This is a joint public hearing of the
Department of Education community education
council and the school leadership team for the
proposed opening and co-location of the new

school, 290313, in Business Computer Application
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and Entrepreneurship High School, 290496,
Mathematics, Science Research and Technology
Magnet High School, 290492, Law, Government and
Community Service High School, 290494,
Humanities and Arts Magnet High School, 290498
and Institute for Health Professions at Cambria
Heights, 290243 in this school building Q490
beginning again in the academic year 2014-15. I
am Queens High School Superintendant Juan
Mendez. We have asked the district 29 community
education council and the school leadership
teams of Business Computer Application and
Entrepreneurship High School, BCEAE,
Mathematics, Science Research and Technology
Magnet School, MAST and Law, Government and
Community Service High School, LGCA, and
Humanities and Arts Magnet High School,
Humanities and Arts to participate in this joint
public hearing. As I mentioned before we are
awaiting the arrival of a CEC president, Alicia
Hymand from district 29 community education
council. This hearing is being recorded. The
purpose of this hearing is for you to provide
comments about the proposal. Before I describe

the proposal I want to make sure that you all
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aware of the opportunity to provide your input.
All those who wish to speak must sign up in the
speaker sign up area located just outside the
auditorium. The sign up list will close in 15
minutes and the speakers will be given the floor
in the order that they sign up. All comments
are limited normally to two minutes, but as time
allows we will allow any persons who sign up to
present their recommendations and their views.
There may be elected officials who arrive at
different times throughout the evening. If they
wish to speak we will do our best to accommodate
them at the first opportune moment. Those who
are here at the start of the public comments
segment will be asked to speak first. All
comments will be mentioned in the analysis of
public comment to be published and provided to
the Panel of Education Policy the evening before
the panel votes. The vote is scheduled for June
19", 2013. In addition, we welcome any comments
and feedback you may have at this time before
the panel votes on both proposals. The email
address and telephone number where comments may

be made are d29proposals@schools.nyc.gov.

Again, d29proposals, plural, @schools.nyc.gov or
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by calling (212) 374-7621. Again, the

telephone number is (212) 374-7621. The
proposal summary. The New York City Department
of Education, DOE, 1is proposing to open and co-
locate 290313, a new district high school, on
the campus magnet educational campus beginning
in the 2014-2015 school year. This is part of
the replacement strategy for BCAE, the
approximately 305 seats that BCAE will lose once
it is fully phased out will be recovered through
the phase in of 290243 which will offer between
420 to 460 seats. If this proposal is approved
the new high school will open during the 2014-
2015 school year to serve students in the 9"
grade. 290313 would gradually phase in by
adding 1 grade per year. The school is expected
to reach its full school in the academic year
2017-2018 and would serve students in grades 9
through 12. 290313 will offer a rigorous
academic program that may include a CTE
component that will be open to school to
students throughout city wide high school
admissions process and would have a limited
unscreen selection method giving priority to

students residing in Queens. In 2017-2018, once
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BCAE and LGCS have completed their respective
phase outs and 290243 and 29Q313 are at full
scale it 1s projected that there will be
approximately 1,715 to 1,875 students served in
campus magnet thereby yielding an estimated
building utilization rate of approximately 85 to
93 percent. The proposed co-location of 29Q313
is not expected to impact the admission,
enrollment or educational options of students
currently attending LGCS, BCAE, MAST or the
Humanities and Arts of future students at
29Q243. The DOE does not anticipate that this
proposal will affect the academic programs,
extracurricular activities, and community
partnerships currently offered at any of the
existing schools at campus magnet. These
schools will continue to offer programming based
on student interests, available resources and
staff support to those programs. So, now I
would like to invite members of the dais from
the respective school leadership teams beginning
with Business Computer Application and
Entrepreneurship to present.

MS. ATINA MODESTO: We don't have any

comments.
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MR. MENDEZ: Okay. ©No presentations from
Business Computer Application and
Entrepreneurship? I will follow-up with the
school leadership team of Humanities and the
Arts High School. We have PA president Melissa
Hubbard is going to present.

MS. MELISSA HUBBARD: I'm first - -

MR. MENDEZ: There's a microphone there.

MS. HUBBARD: Yes, good evening. I'm first
going to read a proposed statement. We have
been working together as a campus from the time
we were told that the Institute for Health
Professions, Q243 would be joining us. We have
been working as a campus to deal with the
transitions that we find ourselves in. And when
we were told again that this new school, Q313,
would be coming in in September of 2014 we've
come together to come up with a statement as to
why we do not feel that bringing in another
school would be helpful to our school community
here at campus magnet, let alone the district.
And I'm going to read the statement and then I
will follow through with additional comments.
We, the campus magnet joint SLT committee, on

behalf of the parents, students, faculty, staff,
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community at large and the collective building
constituencies of the campus magnet educational
campus, AKA campus magnet high schools, AKA
campus magnet complex and in addition AKA Andrew
Jackson High School located at 2001 116" Avenue,
Cambria Heights, New York 11411 present the
following proposal statement in response to the
New York City Department of Education's
educational impact statement which suggests the
opening and collocating of a sixth district high
school, 290313, at the campus magnet educational
campus to begin Fall 2014 along with the already
5 district high schools that will be in
existence. We require quality over quantity at
20701 116" Avenue, Cambria Heights, New York.
Why push new school Q313 at this time? Can't
this be revisited later after dialog with the
community? Will an additional school in the
building meet our needs? And our needs means
the community not only in the campus, but also
the community of district 29. As opposed to
adding Q313 we would like you to consider
letting the current schools that will be in the
building grow. Let's grow schools Q498, Q492

and Q243 to meet the needs of the global
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10
community. We would like to build on their
strengths, expand their visions and truly meet
the missions of the schools. By that we mean
the course offerings, the programs and the
sequences that are beyond what they are
currently scheduled to be. For Q498 it 1is
impossible unless Q498, Humanities and the Arts,
is able to grow above the projected enrollment
of 515 which really leaves us stagnant. We are
currently at 500 students on our register. Just
allowing our school to grow to 515 will never
allow the school to offer a comprehensive full-
fledged visual and performing arts and
television and media production program to the
students and to the residents of district 29.

We currently do the best that we can for our

students by offering a dance teacher who is

under our physical education department. She
provides a dance program. Our music teacher,
she does instrumental as well as vocal. Our

theater teacher currently serves our theater
department and our television and broadcasting
and our visual arts teacher provides all that he
can to provide for those students who are in the

visual arts program. We could never be
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11
competitive with schools that offer full-
fledged performing arts programs such as Bayside
High School, Frank Sinatra, Forest Hills and the
several other schools including specialized high
school LaGuardia if we're stuck at 500 students
with a maximum enrollment, projected enrollment
of 515. 0492, Math and Science, would like to
expand their technology and their science and
research offering. They would like to add
robotics and web design, environmental science,
they would actually like to offer computer
science and architecture and technology. They
cannot do that if their current projected
enrollment is reduced than what they are
currently at and they go down to 440 at max.
Q243 even though it is a new school that will be
growing into this building, they will be limited
in terms of what they can offer in terms of
allied health professions besides the EMT
program that they're planning to offer with
HAZMAT training. The nursing assistant program,
there are other programs that students in our
community are interested in that are also other
allied health professions such as physical

therapy, sports medicine and if they are given
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12
the opportunity to grow beyond the projected
enrollments each of these three schools could
bring quality programming that the district
needs. We cannot do that by adding a fourth
school into this building once Business and Law
phases. So, we ask that that is something that
is taken into consideration. 0313, the
suggestion 1is that it should have a CTE
component, there i1s another school that is also
underutilized in our district and that would be
Cambria Heights Academy. If they want to offer
another quality program, CTE program, into the
community they could offer it at the Cambria
Heights location which is leased over at St.
Gerard's. It would bring a different school to
another section of district 29 and they could
allow that school to grow. Having six schools
in this building is something that the community
is against. Too much upheaval, too much
transition does not allow for quality, it
doesn’t allow for stability and as those of us
who are parents know consistency and stability
is important in having your children and raising
them and ensuring that they're going to receive

what they need and it's also true in education.
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Larger student populations would allow for
program expansion. If we are to believe in the
underpinning of the fair student funding
equation, money follows the student, then more
students allow for more offerings. It is
already very challenging for our schools to be
able to offer quality program, to be able to
offer the advanced placement programs that they
would like to have if they are constantly being
shortchanged by having only 500 students. You
need at least 650 students per school to be able
to really offer some other things. Expanding
programs within our neighborhood schools would
entice the families of district 29 to begin to
send their children back to this district.
Historically, there has been a problem with
students in district 29 once they reach high
school, they go on to district 26 which 1is one
of our neighboring school as well as other
district schools. If they knew that the DOE was
standing behind this community and working with
the schools that are already in existence and
helping them to build gquality programs that the
community wants then that would help the

overcrowding that is felt by district 26,
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Bayside, Cordoza, Frances Lewis, it would help

and it would help to alleviate the overcrowding

on that side of the borough and allow the

children in this community to

want to stay in

this community. What parent would want to send

their child to a school even i1f all the schools

were in A 1f they had to constantly deal with

transition? Parents are looking for stability,

they are looking for assurance that their

schools are going to stay. They cannot deal and

they do not want to send their child to a school

where they have to constantly
school coming in and a school
that would be what any parent

middle school would be facing

worry about a
going out. And
who has a child in

from 2013 on to

2018. And the school community and the

community at large is against
of a new school 1s not needed
offer additional seats at the
in both district 29 nor is it

replace lost seats due to the

that. The opening
to be able to

high school level
really needed to

prior phase out of

Business and Law in our building. According to

the DOE we are currently at 80 percent

utilization. After the complete phase in if

they were phase in Q313 we would only have
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gained 272 students. Why does the community
need to go through the process of having schools
phase in, phase out, only to end up with 272
students? It makes more sense if the DOE really
wants to stand behind providing quality
institutions for its residents and if they truly
understood the needs of the community they would
allow the current schools to expand their
offerings, they would listen to the community
from K to 8 and allow the schools to bring what
the community is looking for as opposed to
putting in a new school. The new school that is
coming in, Q243, Mr. Robinson, the proposed
leader, as he's gone out trying to recruit new
students has faced challenges already. Even
though people are interested in the programs
that he's planning to offer because of all the
chaos that has taken place in this building and
the perception of what happens in this building
and in this district he is finding it
challenging to bring and to attract students
into his program. And he hasn't even entered
into this building yet. So, who's to say adding
another school, Q313, regardless of what kind of

wonderful programs that it may offer, who is to
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say that now 8 years from now, 6 years from
now, 19 years from now, this building doesn’t
find itself once again 1in a position of dealing
with schools that are struggling. Because the
DOE has never taken the time to listen to the
needs of the community and to invest and to do
what the community wants. There are other
options than just bringing in a new school and
we are vehemently against bringing in Q313 in
this building at this time. If they're
interested after all has been said and done the
schools 496 and 494, Law and Business have
phased out and there is still room for
underutilization that our schools that will
remain have grown and there is discussion about
bringing in a new school, through the discussion
with the community, not in pre-engagement, not
when decisions have already been made, but
through communication consistently with the
school community it is felt bringing in a fourth
school at that time is what's needed, then
that's when it should happen. Not prior. We
question what is the motive for bringing in
0313. Is it about underutilization or is 1t

about the mayor's agenda of making sure he adds
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17
in as many new schools as possible before his
term is up? The reason why that we do not have
as many people who come out 1is because we are
tired. We are tired of coming to these hearings
where our voices are not heard, they're not
respected and decisions are being made and
enough is enough. So, we're all for quality
education, that's what our district deserves,
that's what we want for our children, I speak as
a parent, I speak as a community representative
and I speak as an alum of this former
institution when it was called Andrew Jackson.
And we say enough. It affects our property
taxes and we want to have a say in what's going
to happen and Q313, adding that additional
school, is not the answer to what's going to
make this campus survive. Is there anything?

We think education should be viewed as a
consumption good as well as an investment good
and our community 1is ready to feast on quality
programming and services. We seek to be stable
in our school buildings, steady in position,
firm, lasting and steadfast of purpose providing
a stable environment, it attracts students,

families. We have talked to members, I go to
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the president's counsel for district 29 which
consists of the parents from K to 8 and they
have said part of the reason why they will not
send their children here is because even though
they're learning more about the good things that
take place here in this building, 1in spite
what's out for public perception, they do not
want to put their children in an environment
where there is constant upheaval. As a parent,
you want stability and you want quality. So, we
would ask the DOE again to reconsider placing
Q313 in our building starting in 2014-2015. In
addition, continuing to co-locate schools at
20701 116“" Avenue will only add to the already
taxed 76 year old facility which struggles
already to meet the needs of its current
inhabitants. The facility requires major
capital improvement funding to bring it into the
21°% century. We had a town hall meeting here
yesterday and although our councilman for our
district has made repeated requests to have
improvement to air conditioning we still not
have air quality air conditioning in this
building. Tonight, once again for those of us

who are here it's a little bit humid in this
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building. And until we're ready to address
some of the capital needs, we have problems with
our PA system. Recognize that Q243 would like
to have a different scheduling. And we have no
ability to, we're trying to work it out, of how
he will be able to run a different schedule for
his school and be able to use a PA system
separate for his school while each of our
schools continue to remain on our current

schedules. We need an updated PA system. We

need updated telephone services. Our telephones
are constantly going in and out. We have
problems with our electrical issues. So,

bringing in another school with the CTE program
along with other issues, we will not be able to
provide for Q313 let alone Q243 and the 3
schools that exist plus Business and Law the
kinds of things that they need to provide their
students the technology that they need let alone
conduct day to day services. We have problems
with our wiring which is another reason why we
feel that it is not the proper time to even
consider bringing in another school Q313. Our
common and our specialty rooms are already

facing over-scheduling issues. With the fifth
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school coming in, Q243, we already have
challenges with regards to how we will schedule
in gyms, how we will schedule in lunches and
trying to now coordinate for two years a sixth
school, it's challenging. Let alone having six
leaders having to make decisions, they work
together, but each school needs to kind of take
care of their needs while working
collaboratively. If you're really interested in
making sure that that district 29 is a quality
place, 1if you're interested in making sure that
the schools that exist within campus magnet Q490
building, you must take into consideration that
your proposal needs to come off of the table.
You can open up Q313, but you can't open 1t up
here. You need to open it up some other place.
It will be a detriment to the students in here
and that's what it's supposed to be all about;
the students and the parents. It's not supposed
to be about underutilization of space, it's
supposed to be about meeting the needs of the
community that you serve and it's its residents,
their parents and their students. Once again,
we ask that you reconsider putting in Q313

starting in the 2014-2015. It's fine to open it
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up some other place in district 29 but not in
campus magnet educational complex. We stand
united, ready to work with Q243. They are
already facing struggles, but we are going to
work together and it is important to our
community that you, the DOE, respect our
position. Thank you very much.

MR. MENDEZ: Thank you. Is the presenter
for Math and Science and Technology High School?
We have Principal Jose Cruz.

MR. JOSE CRUZ: We have no comments.

MR. MENDEZ: We have no comments at this
time. Thank you. For Law, Government and
Community Service Principal Donna Delfyett-
White.

MS. DELFYETT-WHITE: Law has no comments at
this time.

MR. MENDEZ: Anybody else at the dais?
Okay. Let me get back to. We have UFT chapter
leader and mathematics teacher, Joel Vigne.
Joel? Member of the SLT at Business Computer
Applications and Entrepreneurship.

MR. JOEL VIGNE: Hello?

MR. MENDEZ: Okay, yeah.

MR. VIGNE: I wasn't going to say anything.
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I was saying to myself I'm just going to sit
here and be quiet for once. And I thinks Ms.
Hubbard spoke eloquently and I think it needs to
be emphasized what is she saying in context.
This building has been going through upheaval
for four years. 2009 with the potential phase
out of BCAE, then again the next year with the
pre-engagement, following year pre-engagement
with Law and Government, and finally the next
year with both schools phasing out. A lot of
change. And then next year we're bringing in a
new school and I, for the life of me, I'm trying
to figure out how the DOE has put a proposal
together where they say that our school, BCAE,
wasn't meeting the needs of the children so we
decided to phase out. But, now we're bringing
in a school that they cannot even tell you what
it will serve. Maybe a CTE component, maybe
not. We'll talk to the community. When? When
will we talk to the community? We're going to
vote on this you said June 19"". What are we
voting on? What are you even talking about
here? We're here to talk about a school that
doesn’t even have even a theme. What are you

going to tell the community? Right now, it's
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little bothersome to me because we're supposed
to believe that the DOE believes in its schools,
that 1t believes that we want to give a quality
education to students. And yet, I'm still just
hold fast on the idea that you can bring in a
school and not have an idea of what it's going
to say. You can say 1it's rigorous. What does
that mean? We're going to bring in a rigorous
school. What does that mean? So, I have, well,
I just want to say, I Just wanted to make
comment because I think that Ms. Hubbard said it
beautifully. And I Jjust want to echo what she
said. And I want to be a part of this
community. I've been a part of this community
for 14 years. My nieces go to district 29
schools. ©Not to this particular building and I
want to be part of this. Who knows what it will
hold for me, but it's troublesome that we would
be doing this. So, I'm very much in favor of
the proposal that's being brought up here and I
would like to say Ms. Hubbard said to consider,
I think we should be demanding. I think we
should be demanding that you take this proposal
because quite frankly you have no plan. There

is no plan. The plan here is six schools, okay.
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For two years, one year, and then we'll phase
in, phase out a school, phase in a school, we'll
have four and we'll do it all over again. It's
not a plan. Ms. Hubbard and the SLT, the joint
SLT, has given you a plan. It is considered,
thoughtful, expanding all the schools, three
schools in this building that can serve the
community. That is an excellent plan. It's a
great idea. It's an idea that I think that my
staff would love to be a part of, okay. I think
that I can't speak for Law's staff, but I think
they would love to be a part of that as well.
So, the one thing I would add to Ms. Hubbard's
wonderful proposal here is that while the new
school has to honor the 50 percent, the 18D for
the UFT, where if a school phases out a new
school phases in, the interview process. I
would love that if we take this proposal that
you should take because it is a proposal and
it's superior to the one that you're proposing
that we would ask that I would love to throw my
hat in there and be a part of that. Be a part
of that growth. And I think any staff, the
remaining staff that's here would want to be a

part of that growth as well. So, I throw that
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out there that I think that we can stay a
community, stay entrenched, the people who are
doing the work for the students in this building
we can stay really with the word that is as a
family. This building's a family. Okay? And
it hurts me that we're ripping it apart with
both Law and Business going out and we're
talking about us and I'll be honest with you,
it's a very surreal feeling talking about a
school that's phasing in while another school 1is
phasing out. It's very surreal being on this
side. So, again, I don't want to take it up. I
just would be remiss if I didn't say that I want
to be a part of that. Okay? And this other
proposal, again, I can't get excited about this
other proposal. I don't know if anyone in the
community can be a part of this other proposal
because it's not a proposal. I'm going to bring
in another school to do what? They have a
proposal. This building has a proposal and this
community is demanding that the DOE finally
recognize that we are here to educate. We want
better. We want gquality over quantity. And I
think that's a great message, quality over

quantity. Three schools in this building, let
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them all grow, so that everyone can reap the
benefits, everyone, every child can reap the
benefits. When we were phasing out one of the
things that was said was that we could offer AP
classes. Share, that can happen. That can
happen, realistic happen with these three
schools building. Now, my school 1is
unfortunately phasing out. I would love to be a
part of something bright and new in this
building. I would really hope that the DOE
would take a proposal over an idea. Thank you.

MR. MENDEZ: Thank vyou.

MS. LENORE KRIEGER: Just one other thing.

MR. MENDEZ: Yeah. The next presenter is
Lenore Krieger, SLT member from Business
Computer Applications and Entrepreneurship.

MS. KRIEGER: Good evening. Is it on?

FEMALE VOICE 1: Yeah.

MS. KRIEGER: Good evening everybody. I am
the person who's been here the longest in terms
of the magnets. I started here in 1995 during
the second year and I would be very unhappy to
be part of something as far as looking to leave
behind what we've already begun. I don't want

anything to interfere with my ability to service
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the students that I already do service. We're
very proud to say that we have a valedictorian
that will be attending NYU on a full
scholarship. And he will have graduated in
three years. We have other students who are
doing very well and as we said before, we're
struggling, but we're still achieving. So, I
would just like to say that I also endorse Ms.
Hubbard's proposal and I think it would be an
excellent idea if we were able to really
concentrate on the students that we have here
plus the students that will be coming into 243
and that we would also be able to expand the
schools that are here to offer a full complement
of extracurricular and advanced classes to see
to it that everybody is served. Thank you.

MR. MENDEZ: Thank you. Has a
representative from the CEC replacement of CC
president district 29, Alicia Hymand arrived?

MALE VOICE 1: No.

MR. MENDEZ: So, now, we have concluded the
formal presentations. We will now open the
floor for public comments. Speakers will be
given the floor in the order that they have

signed up. All comments are limited to two
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to speak longer than that amount of time. The
first speaker and the only speaker on the list
thus far is Maylene Thurton, a representative
from Assembly member Barbara Clark's office.

MS. MAYLENE THURTON: I do not have any
comments at this time.

MR. MENDEZ: Okay. No comments at this
time. Now, I would like to invite anybody else
in the audience who's here present who would

like to speak and voice his or her concern. Yo
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have this time to come forward and do so. Okay.

We'll have you sign up right now.

DR. ARLENE ALLEN: Sure.

MR. MENDEZ: Okay. Please state your name,
we'll do that.

DR. ALLEN: Okay. I'm Dr. Arlene Allen,
Kiwanis Club of - - . I'm kind of tall, you
know. All right. Good evening everyone. I'm
president of the Kiwanis Club of Cambria
Heights. And co-location is not a good thing
because most times when schools are co-located
the schools coming in are being refurbished.
So, this is, 1like, a stepsister situation. You

have a stepsister being treated badly as oppose

d




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

29
to us living into the house. So, the co-
location schools who come in they get new
furniture, the bathrooms are better, things are
better. So, think about the students who are
left in the environment who are in that school.
And then the other schools are coming in. These
kids know. These children know what 1is
happening on the other side. They hear, they
may not be allowed to go over into that other
section, but they know what is going on and how
do you explain that to - - ? We want our
children to be successful and how can our
children be successful when they're not
comfortable environment. They see other people
getting better things than them, so they are
saying to themselves "What is wrong with us?

Why are they receiving better than us?" How
about the DOE doing better studies about how to
utilize the building just like I heard earlier,
preschools. Preschools have become so private,
so private many people cannot get their children
into preschools because it's so expensive. How
about getting the preschools into the school and
so 1t can be utilized more. Get community

programs into the schools and utilize the
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schools so that the community can be more
aware. I don't even know if the community
understands the concept of collocation and the
impact of it. I'm even surprised that Barbara
Clark's office doesn't have a comment at this
time because this 1s crucial or politicians need
to be aware, they may have spoken already, but
we cannot give up the fight on this. Please, it
is very important that we keep the struggle on.
Thank you.

MR. MENDEZ: Anyone else in the audience who
wishes to speak? Okay. So, the speaker list 1is
now exhausted. Again, we welcome, oh.

MS. YANICK HUMPHREY: Can I say something?

MR. MENDEZ: One more person. We'll reopen
the list.

MS. HUMPHREY: Sorry.

MR. MENDEZ: Yes.

MS. HUMPHREY: Good evening everyone.

MR. MENDEZ: Your name and affiliation with
either the school or the community?

MS. HUMPHREY: Okay. My name is Yanick
Humphrey. I'm a parent and I have two children
currently at Humanities and the Arts. I'm from

this community. I've actually been here maybe
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over 30 years, when it was Andrew Jackson and
all the changes. And it's breaking my heart to
see the kids is the one who's really suffering.
And the community as a whole. I do believe that
this building is not being utilized well. Not
Just for the students, but also in the
community. There's so many other things that we
can bring in. We don't need six schools, five.
I think as Ms. Hubbard and Mr. Vigne, I believe,
said the three schools should be okay. Let us
work with that and strengthen the team, the
staff and kind of work together and not keep
this division. It's like this is my school and
I don't want to mix them with the rest. I think
we really got to come together and sit together
as a team and change the plan. I mean, it's not
working. So, we did it 18 years ago and now
we're doing it again. So, that’s my comment.

MR. MENDEZ: Thank you. Last call. Very
well, again we welcome any comments and feedback
you may have at any time before the Panel of
Education Policy votes on this proposal at its
June 19" meeting at the Michael J. Patritis
School at 715 Ocean Terrace in Staten Island,

the email address and telephone number where
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comments may be made are

d29proposals@schools.nyc.gov, again

d29proposals@@schools.nyc.gov. Or by calling

(212) 374-7621, again (212) 374-7621. Thank you
for your participation. This joint public
hearing is now closed.

[END RECORDING]
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