I.S. 73 Queens
Frank Sansivieri 
Intermediate School
70-02 54th Avenue

Maspeth, NY 11378

Phone (718)639-3817

Fax (718) 429-5162
Patricia Reynolds, Principal
PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK
2009-2010
Name: _____________________ Class: _______
As of September, 2009
Principal’s Message

Dear Students,

We are very pleased to share with you our 2009-2010 Parent-Student Handbook.  In it, you will find information about academic requirements, student activities and your responsibilities as a student.  We hope you find it to be a useful tool, and one that supports your success here at I.S. 73!  
Each of you is an important part of I.S. 73.  You are what make 73 a wonderful school.  We are fortunate to be here together.  Best wishes for a wonderful school year!  
Sincerely,

Ms. Reynolds
Mr. Frank Sansivieri

Best known for his big heart and gentle nature, Frank Sansivieri was born in Brooklyn, but moved to Queens at an early age.  He graduated from St. John’s University, and pursued a career in education.  He began his career at I.S. 73 in 1986 as a teacher of mathematics.  He became a teacher because he loved children and wished to support their growth.   

Political activism was one of Mr. Sansivieri’s interests.  He involved himself in politics because he wished to represent the “common man”.  He made every effort to ensure that everyone’s voice was heard.  

In October 1999, Mr. Sansivieri died in an automobile accident on a trip to northern New York.  We honor his memory and service to I.S. 73 by building a learning community that supports and celebrates the accomplishments of its members.
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Academy Organization
To form closer relationships with peers and staff members, each student is part of one of our four academies.  As a citizen of both our school and an academy, each student is a valued member, whose needs are understood and met.  It is the goal of each academy to know, appreciate and support each student. 
6th Grade Prep Academies; Bradbury, Newbery, Pulitzer & Carnegie
Mini-Building
Assistant Principal

Ms. Popa


Ext. 3100
Dean



Ms. Primiano

Ext. 3301

Students will report to their classes’ assigned Academy Guidance Counselor

Bradbury Academy 7th & 8th Grades



1st Floor, Main Building
Assistant Principal

Ms. Elefther-Jerez  
Ext. 1111
Dean



Ms. Corey


Ext. 1117
Guidance Counselor 
Mr. Guidice


Ext. 1104
Newbery Academy 7th & 8th Grades
2nd Floor, Main Building
Assistant Principal

Ms. Ignaciuk

Ext. 1257
Dean



Mr. Curcio


Ext. 1256
Guidance Counselor
Ms. Rauda


Ext. 1205
Pulitzer Academy 7th & 8th Grades
3rd Floor, Main Building
Assistant Principal

Ms. Andriello

Ext. 1301

Dean



Ms. Corey


Ext. 1117
Guidance Counselor
Dr. Haunss


Ext. 1307
Carnegie Academy 7th & 8th Grades
4th Floor, Main Building
Assistant Principal 

Mr. Casale


Ext. 1409
Dean



Mr. Curcio


Ext. 1256
Guidance Counselor
Ms. Becerra


Ext. 1423
Student Support Services

Each academy has a team that consists of an Assistant Principal, Guidance Counselor, Dean, School Aide and Attendance Coordinator. Their role is to support each student in their academy.  Any of these staff members, as well as any member of the teaching staff, is able to assist students.  
Academic Counseling

Students in need of counseling should immediately visit their academy Guidance Counselor.  Parents are encouraged to meet with their child’s Guidance Counselor to discuss their child’s academic progress.
Peer Mediation 

If a conflict arises, students should seek the assistance of their Guidance Counselor immediately.  Students may be referred to our student Peer Mediators to engage in constructive communication with their peers in a structured setting. These conversations are designed to establish peaceful resolutions to conflict, so that students may return to their primary responsibilities of academic growth and good citizenship.  
Substance Abuse Counseling

Students in need of substance abuse counseling should immediately visit their Guidance Counselor or Assistant Principal.  
Grading Policies

Grading policies are established on a department basis and are consistent throughout the school.  Classroom teachers will explain each grading policy to students on the first days of class each year.

New York City Promotion Requirements
I.S. 73 adheres to all Chancellors’ Regulations, including A-501, which determines student’s eligibility for promotion.  Listed by grade below are the requirements for being promoted to the next grade.   A complete description of requirements can be found in A-501.
1. Meet New York State Learning Standards for Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies as evidenced by student work, teacher observation and assessment/report card grades

2. Achieve at or above Proficiency Level 2 on the designated Standardized ELA and Mathematics assessment
3. Attain 90% attendance 

Please see Regulation A-501 for detailed information.

New York State Assessments (testing)
New York State requires that students be administered the following assessments every year in ALL GRADES:

· English Language Arts 
April 26, 2010 – April 28, 2010 

· Mathematics


May 5, 2010 – May 7, 2010  

New York State requires that students be administered the following assessments in 8th grade only:

· Science


May 24, 2010 -  June 7, 2010  

· Social Studies

June 14, 2010 – June 15, 2010  

Junior Arista Society
Junior Arista recognizes and celebrates students who excel in Citizenship, Scholarship & Character.  Requirements for induction into the Junior Arista Society include community service, letters of recommendation and a high grade point average.  Students who are interested in Junior Arista should speak with their Guidance Counselor.
Honor Roll
Our Honor Roll recognizes and celebrates students who excel in their academic life.  The criteria for inclusion in Honor Roll are:

· A 95% overall grade point average or higher  in the 1st, 2nd & 3rd marking periods, 
· 95% attendance
The High School Application Process

Students in ALL GRADES should understand the high school application process.  I.S. 73 holds two events during which families can learn more about the process and New York City High Schools.  These events are:

· High School Application Process - October 15th

· High School Fair - November 19th

Citywide Standards of Discipline and Intervention Measures (The Discipline Code)

I.S. 73 adheres to the Citywide Standards of Discipline and Intervention Measures.  The Standards are updated annually by The Department of Education.  In September, the Standards are reviewed in detail with students.  Students are expected to behave in a manner consistent with the Standards and will be subject to its discipline and guidance measures if they behave in a way that is inconsistent with the expectations outlined in them. 

Daily Schedule & Section Sheet
· Students are expected to be in homeroom no later than 8:00 AM.   

· The daily section sheet will be used to document students who are absent, late to school and late to class. In addition, it will be used to monitor the movement of students in and out of the classroom as well as any behavioral issues that may occur throughout the course of the school day.
	
	Start
	End

	AM Homeroom
	8:00
	8:08

	Period 1
	8:12
	8:53

	Period 2
	8:57
	9:38

	Period 3
	9:42
	10:23

	Period 4
	10:27
	11:07

	Period 5
	11:11
	11:52

	Period 6
	11:56
	12:37

	Period 7
	12:41
	1:22

	Period 8
	1:26
	2:07

	PM Homeroom
	2:11
	2:18

	Extended Day
	2:19
	2:56


“73 R.A.P.S.” Respectful Accountable Prepared & Safe
Consistent with DOE Standards for behavior, students at I.S. 73 are expected to be Respectful, Accountable, Prepared and Safe at all times.  

73 R.A.P.S. in our Hallways

During the change of classes in our hallways, students will:

· Stay to the right

· Keep a steady pace

· Use low voices

· Keep hands and feet to yourselves

· Use the proper stairway - up is up and down is down!
Students maintaining these standards of conduct will be awarded green “RAPS” awards which can be redeemed for pizza or movie pass awards.
73 R.A.P.S. in our Classrooms

While in the classroom, students will:

· Respect others’ personal space

· Listen respectfully

· Bring all supplies

· Use appropriate language

· Arrive on time

Students maintaining these standards of conduct will be awarded blue “RAPS” awards which can be redeemed for a variety of items in our school store, located in our student lunchroom.

73 R.A.P.S. in our Lunchroom (as of September, 2009)
While in the lunchroom, students will:

· Respect other’s personal space 

· Sit at their assigned table  

· Be silent during announcements

· Use low voices

· Keep their table and floor clean

Students maintaining these standards of conduct will be awarded yellow “RAPS” awards which can be redeemed for I.S. 73 Gear in our school store, located in our student lunchroom.

On-time Arrival to Class

On-time arrival to class is defined as the following:
When the bell rings, students will:

1. Be seated at their desk

2. Have books and materials on their desks

3. Be quiet and ready to listen for instructions

Hallway Passes 

Students are expected to be in class during class time.  Students in the hallway during class time should have an official pass that explains their reason for being in the hallway.  Official pass colors are as follows:

6th Grade


Red

Bradbury, Main 

Blue

Newbery, Main 

Red

Pulitzer, Main 

Blue

Carnegie, Main 

Red

“One Way” 


Pink

Student Dress Guidelines All Grades 
In March 2007, the I.S. 73 School Leadership Team instituted a school dress guideline policy.  Adherence to the school uniform policy will ensure that the students are rewarded with special privileges such as play time in the school yard and special admission to trips and dances. The uniform policy is as follows:

Girls
Girls are to wear tan or navy blue pants, skirts or shorts that are longer than mid-thigh and a white or light blue button-down or polo shirt. 

Boys

Boys are to wear tan or navy blue pants or shorts that are longer than mid-thigh and a white or light blue button-down or polo shirt. 

*In addition, all attire should not distract from the learning environment at 73.  All attire must be free from any insignia or image that is obscene or inappropriate as determined by the staff, or advocates prejudice, violence, drugs or alcohol. Midriff, tank, halter, tube and spaghetti strap shirts should not be worn to school. Shirts should cover the top of the pants, shorts or skirts the student is wearing. Boy’s shirts should have sleeves. Undergarments should be hidden beneath clothing. Hemlines of shorts and skirts should be longer than mid-thigh. Hats, bandanas, scarves, and other headgear should be left at home. Jewelry with beads, attachments, sharp points, or long/bulky chains should be left at home. All coats and jackets will be stored and locked in homeroom closets at the start of the school day and collected at the end of the school day. 

Examples… 
[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


 [image: image1.jpg]



Physical Education (P.E.) Class Dress Guidelines

Students should wear navy blue, solid colored clothing to school on the days that they have Physical Education class.  Sneakers are required to participate in P.E. class.  If families chose, I.S.73 P.E. uniforms are available for purchase through the school.  I.S. 73 does not profit from the sale of these uniforms.
Appropriate Speech
Students are expected to use appropriate language at all times. This includes conversation with staff member, as well as fellow students. Profanity, insults, derogatory language and talk that hurts others has no place in school. 

Electronic Devices
Our goal is to provide a safe and productive learning experience for all students, every day.  We believe our school environment should support a focus on academics and other enriching activities.  Electronic musical devices and games are a distraction from academic learning.  These items are to be left at home.  
If students are seen with these devices, these items will be confiscated, labeled with the student’s name, and secured in the school.  In order for these items to be returned to students, parents will be required to visit the school and sign for them on either of the following dates; December 18, 2009 or June 28, 2010.
We fully understand the need for communication between parents and children and we realize that cell phones play an important role in this communication for some families.  However, the presence of cell phones in school proves to be disruptive and distracts from the quality of the learning environment.  Consistent with the Chancellor’s regulations, if students are seen wearing, holding or using a cell phone, it will be confiscated.  Parents can arrange for collection of cell phones by contacting the school’s main office.
Beverage Containers
Bottled water is available for purchase in the student lunchroom.  All other beverage containers should be left at home. 

Chewing Gum
Chewing gum creates an unsanitary cleaning problem for our custodians.  Students are to refrain from chewing gum at school.
Public Displays of Affection

School is not an appropriate place for public displays of affection.  Students will refrain from inappropriate physical displays of affection while on school grounds. 
Bullying 

Each student, faculty and staff member of the New York City public schools brings to our school community the richness of our city's cultural diversity and the desire for respect. The Citywide Standards of Discipline and Intervention Measures (The Discipline Code) prohibits students from bullying other students for any reason, including taunting and/or intimidation through the use of epithets or slurs involving race, color, ethnicity, national origin, religion, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation or disability. This policy is in effect on school grounds, school buses and at all school sponsored activities, programs and events.
 
Students, who believe they have been the victim of bullying or intimidating behavior by another student and any students with knowledge of such behavior, should report the incident immediately to a teacher, counselor or school administrator. Complaints should be reported as soon as possible after the incident(s) so they can be effectively investigated and resolved. Complaints of discrimination or harassment can be submitted in writing or orally to a teacher, counselor, administrator, or other school staff. Staff members will report student complaints to the appropriate school supervisor. Any staff member who witnesses harassment or discriminatory behavior will also report such an incident to the appropriate supervisor. Staff will take appropriate action to intervene to stop such behavior.
NYC Department of Education

I.S. 73 Schoolyard & Outdoor Classrooms
On September 25, 2009, I.S. 73 opened our new school yard and outdoor classrooms.  Please join our school community in caring for the yard.  School yard rules are posted near the 71st Street entrance.
Class Activities 
In order to participate in these and other special events, students must obtain:

· Satisfactory academic and behavior reports from their Academy Assistant Principal, Dean, Guidance Counselor, and teachers.

· Satisfactory levels of attendance and on-time arrival to school, as determined by the Academy Assistant Principal and Attendance Coordinator.
Clubs 

Students are encouraged to participate in school clubs.  The number and type of clubs vary each school year, based on student interest.   Notices for student clubs are posted in the following locations;

· 1st Floor Main, near the front desk

· 2nd Floor Main, near the main office

· 2nd floor Main, near the student lunchroom

· 1st Floor Mini-building, near the Main connection

Maspeth Town Hall

I.S. 73 students are fortunate to have the opportunity to participate in Maspeth Town Hall after-school programs.  Maspeth Town Hall offers a wide range of activities, organized sports and field trips, as well as snack and homework help – at no cost.  Students can obtain a registration form from their homeroom teacher. 
Big Apple Games

I.S. 73 students are fortunate to have the opportunity to participate in Big Apple Games summer recreation programs.  Please listen to morning announcements in June to learn more about registration.  
Chorus & Band
I.S. 73 has an active Chorus and School Band.  These groups perform at many special 73 occasions.  Please listen to morning announcements to learn more about joining Chorus and Band.
2009-2010 Important Dates
September
9
     First Day of School

September       17       
     School Leadership Team/PTA Meeting/Orientation
September
28
     School Closed, Yom Kippur
October 
12
     School Closed, Columbus Day

October
15             School Leadership Team/ PTA Meeting/High School Application
November 
3
     Election Day, No School for students, Staff Development

November
11             School Closed, Veterans Day

November       19             School leadership Team/PTA Meeting/High School Fair
November
26-27 
     School Closed, Thanksgiving 

December
17
     School Leadership Team/PTA Meeting
December
24-1/3 
     School Closed, Winter Recess

January            4               Students Return to School

January            18             School Closed, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
February
5
     8th Grade Dance

February 
11
     School Leadership Team/PTA Meeting
February          15-19         School Closed, Midwinter Recess                                            
March

18
     School Leadership Team/PTA Meeting
March

29-4/6      Spring Recess

April

7
     Students Return to School

April                14-5/25     NYSESLAT Speaking Exams

April                22             School Leadership Team/PTA Meeting

April

26-28
     Grades 6, 7, & 8 ELA Exams 
May
5-7
     Grades 6, 7, & 8 Math Exams

May
20
     School Leadership Team/PTA Meeting
May
24-6/7      Grade 8 Science Exams

May
31
     School Closed, Memorial Day

June 
8
      Clerical Half Day

June                 10              Anniversary Day, School Closed for students/Staff Development
June 

10              School Leadership Team/PTA Meeting
June

14-15
      Grade 8 Social Studies Exam

June
            17
      Clerical Half Day

June 

28 
      Last Day of School 

The Pledge of Allegiance

I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands,
one Nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The Star Spangled Banner

Composed by Francis Scott Key, "In Defense of Fort McHenry", 
September 20, 1814.
Congress proclaimed it the U.S. National Anthem in 1931.
Midi by Lesley Nelson

Excerpted

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,
What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watch'd, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof thro' the night that our flag was still there.
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

These Beautiful Years

These years were beautiful

We want you to know

We love everybody

Who helped us to grow

With all kinds of students, many races and creeds respected one another

Looked to each others’ needs

We’ll always remember

Our school 73

We’ll make you proud of us

Where ever we may be

And now as we’re leaving

We’d just live to say

Thank you so very much for this great glorious day                  
Parent Notification & Signature
I/We have read the 2009-2010 Parent/Student Handbook and agree to support my child in their compliance with the principles, rules and guidelines described within.   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Student Name ___________________________________

Student’s Class _____________

Date ______________

Parent Signature ____________________________________
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