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Social Studies
· P.S. 197 follows the NYS Scope and Sequence for Social Studies in grades K-5. Classroom teachers align New York State Common Core standards for reading and writing in all Social Studies activities. Common Core is being woven into all aspects of teaching and learning. Teachers use hands on, project based lessons to introduce concepts in Social Studies. Textbooks are used as a resource and guide in the classroom. Teachers also incorporate documents, multimedia, library resources and interactive websites such as Brain Pop.
· The implementation of the School-wide Enrichment Model fosters and enhances the social studies curriculum. This program incorporates the core curriculum via a literature-based approach to the teaching of social studies. Group activities are done during each block. We concentrate on either answering a focus question and/or the development of content understandings. Projects are not expected to be major, but can be as simple as a picture display, a brief skit or a piece of writing.
· Art and Music specialists connect lessons with social studies topics being taught in classrooms.

· P.S.197 is partnered with LEAP. Grades 1-2 work with professional artists to create art projects aligned with curriculum. 

· P.S. 197 is currently partnered with the New York Historical Society. Educators from the NY Historical Society visit classrooms in grades 3-5 and observe artifacts from the society. Students complete an art project based upon the visit. For example, 3rd grade students studied the Lenapi Native American Tribes and created a diorama of the village. 4th Grade students studied New Amsterdam and sketched artifacts and the 5th grade studied artifacts from the American Revolution and did print making.

· P.S. 197 is partnered with Dancing Classrooms. A professional dance artist works with 4th grade students to teach them ballroom dances from around the world. Students are introduced to different cultures and then learn the dances from the cultures. 
· Every student, including special education and English Language Learners, is involved in several research projects throughout the year. Projects are coordinated with the classroom teachers, school library media specialist and the computer technology cluster teachers. Each floor has a mobile computer lab that classes can use for research projects
· Current events is used in the upper grades as a way to relate history to the present. We incorporate holidays into our discussions. At least 2 class trips are tied to the Social Studies curriculum.

· A Social Studies Fair is held during the week of our Spring Parent Teacher Conferences. Student work will be displayed on our website.
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