ELA – Looking at Student Work from a Benchmark Assessment

This protocol is designed to promote norming and discussion around what Common Core-aligned student work looks like and how patterns and trends identified across student work samples can be used to adjust instruction.  
Benchmark assessments are intended to provide feedback to teachers at key moment in the school year on how students are performing against standards that are covered in 2-4 units of study and how well the curriculum is supporting student engagement on those standards. Teachers can use patters in a representative sample of student work to reflect on instructional strategies as well as make adjustments to an upcoming series of units.
 Materials needed

· a copy of the ELA assessment

· the common core standards aligned to the assessment
· a sample of student work across the grade that represents a range of ability levels

· a graphic organizer to record notes (see posted sample)
Protocol – 60 minutes 

[Time will vary depending on assessment and student work selections. Use the following time allocations as a guide for your own work.]
1. Independently read the text and student prompt. [10 minutes]
2. Identify what students need to know and be able to do. Share your findings as a group and record these in a chart so they can be referred to during discussion if needed.  [5 minutes]
3. Independently read the student work samples. Use the graphic organizer to record low inference notes on how well the student meets the expectations of the standards and where the student is struggling. [10 minutes]
4. Discuss your low inference notes on the student work as a whole group. Ground your observations in evidence from the student work and the language of the standards. [10 minutes]
5. After discussing each student work sample, look for and record any patterns present across the student work samples. [5 minutes]
6. As a group, identify implications for instruction and planning for upcoming units. Consider the following:
[15 minutes]
· How were these skills and standards taught in previous units and how might the instructional approach look differently when these standards are aligned to future units? 
· What opportunities were present in the curriculum for students to engage with these standards and how might the plan, pacing, or resources in upcoming units be revised to adjust for your findings?
7. Debrief the process of the protocol and what adjustments you might make next time to the process, timing, or materials (such as the graphic organizer). [5 minutes]
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