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 2 

 [START MZ000001] 1 

MS. ELAINE GORMAN:  Good evening again.  - - 2 

Actually, with many years of working in school - 3 

- .  I'm Elaine Gorman, and I will be 4 

facilitating tonight's hearing.  I thank you 5 

very much for attending.  This is the joint 6 

public hearing of the Department of Education, 7 

Community Education Council 27, and the school 8 

leadership team of Richmond Hill High School, to 9 

discuss the following proposal. 10 

The proposed re-siting of one grade level of 11 

Richmond Hill High School 27 Q475 to Building 12 

Q475 beginning in 2014-15 school year.  I want 13 

to remind you that tonight's proceeding will be 14 

recorded and transcribed.  Before we actually 15 

begin the hearing, we ask that anyone who wishes 16 

to speak during the public comment portion of 17 

the evening sign up at the table right outside 18 

the auditorium.  Sign-up for public comment will 19 

- - minutes.  Only people who sign up to speak 20 

will be able to participate in the public 21 

comment. 22 

Anyone - - to be here - - .  If a panel 23 

participant arrives late, he or she will be 24 

given time to speak at the first opportune 25 
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moment.  - - everyone’s time.  There may be 1 

elected officials who arrive at different times 2 

during the evening.  If they wish to speak, we 3 

will do our best to accommodate them at the 4 

first opportune moment.   5 

Those who are here at the start of the 6 

public comment will be asked to speak after the 7 

- - and follow - - followed by our students - - 8 

followed by the alumni or adults - - .  We have 9 

officially begun the hearing at 6:10.  - - will 10 

include a presentation of the proposal - - . 11 

Students should have - - table - - few 12 

minutes.  Although the - - all speakers will be 13 

- - in order to give those who sign in total - -14 

 .  You will be given a 30-second notice, so 15 

that you'll have - - finish your thoughts intact 16 

- - .  - - give you a website and a phone number 17 

where - - . 18 

I would now like to introduce the panel - - 19 

joint public hearing - - introduce themselves. 20 

MS. TAMIKA MATHESON:  Thank you.  My name is 21 

Tamika Matheson.  I'm the superintendent - - .  22 

MS. ALLEYNE HUGHLY:  Good evening.  My name 23 

is Alleyne Hughly.  I'm city - - representative 24 

- - . 25 
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MR. TONY BALL:  Good evening.  My name is 1 

Tony Ball [phonetic], - - District 27.  I'm also 2 

the representative - - . 3 

MR. MITCH ATTIO:  Good evening.  My name is 4 

Mitch Attio [phonetic].  I'm the - - president - 5 

- SOT.  I'm also the detective director of the - 6 

- , and I represent - - . 7 

MS. EDITH RIBERA:  Good evening.  My name is 8 

Edith Ribera.  I'm - - parents. 9 

MS. GORMAN:  I would like to recognize that 10 

we have here the principal - - if you would wave 11 

your hand.  He maybe outside talking with - - .  12 

- - certainly acknowledge him.  I also want to 13 

acknowledge - - to - - .   14 

I don't see any elected officials at this 15 

time.  - -  16 

MALE VOICE 1:  - - parent - - . 17 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you very much.  Please 18 

thank her for us.  I will now turn the program 19 

over to - - superintendent - - high schools in 20 

District 15, 22, 23, 27, 30, and 32 who will 21 

present the proposal. 22 

MS. HUGHLY:  Thank you.  As Ms. Gorman 23 

stated, I will present the proposal.  The New 24 

York City Department of Education is proposing 25 
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to - - the 9th Grade Richmond Hill High School 1 

from its current location at Building Q636 2 

located at 94-25 117th Street, Queens, NY, 11418 3 

in Community City District 27 to Building Q475 4 

and temporary classroom Unit Q944 located at 89-5 

30 114th Street, Queens, NY, in District 24 6 

beginning in the 2014-2015 school year.   7 

Richmond Hill currently serves a portion of 8 

its 9th Grade at Building Q636 and currently 9 

serves the reminder of its 9th Grade as well as 10 

its 10th through 12th Grades at Building Q475.  11 

In addition, Q475 houses Partnership with 12 

Children, a community based organization.  A 13 

resiting means students will attend classes in a 14 

different building than the one they attended 15 

the previous year. 16 

If this proposal is approved, Richmond 17 

Hill's 9th Grade in Q636 will be resited to Q475 18 

beginning in the 2014-2015 school year.  The DOE 19 

plans to open a new district high school at 20 

Building Q636 in the 2014-2015 school year.  The 21 

DOE anticipates that the new high school would 22 

have a limited unscreened admissions method with 23 

priority to students resiting in Queens. 24 

The new high school would open for 9th Grade 25 
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and one grade annually until it reaches full 1 

scale in the 2017-2018 school year in Building 2 

Q636.  3 

At this time, the DOE does not plan to site 4 

any other school or organizations in Q636.  5 

Beginning in 2014-2015 school year, the new 6 

district high school would be the only school 7 

organization in the Q636.   8 

Currently, the DOE is planning to reduce the 9 

enrollment at Richmond Hill over the period of 10 

four years beginning in September 2014 - - .  - 11 

- clarify that Q475 is the building that they're 12 

currently in, and Q636 is the - - .   13 

By 2017-2018, enrollment at Richmond Hill 14 

will decrease by approximately 420 to 460 15 

students, so that it will serve approximately 16 

1,580 to 1,620 students at - - in 9th through 17 

12th Grades.  The enrollment reduction is 18 

intended to provide an opportunity to Richmond 19 

Hill to concentrate on a smaller cohort of 20 

students and - - option to develop in Building 21 

Q636. 22 

If this proposal is not approved, the DOE 23 

will reassess its - - for the long-term use of 24 

Building Q636.  Again, that's - - .   25 
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According to the 2012-2013 enrollment 1 

capacity utilization report, also known as the - 2 

- , Building Q475 has the capacity to serve a 3 

total of 2,165 students in 2013-2014.  Richmond 4 

Hill is projected to serve approximately 1,784 5 

9th through 12th Grade students in Building 6 

Q475.  Again, that's Richmond Hill. 7 

This yields a projected utilization rate of 8 

approximately 82%.  This means that the building 9 

is underutilized and has space to accommodate 10 

additional students.  If this proposal to resite 11 

Richmond Hills 9th Grade to Q475 is approved, in 12 

2014-2015, Richmond Hill is projected to serve 13 

approximately 1,980 students to 2,020 9th to 14 

12th Grade students in Q475, yielding a 15 

projected building utilization rate of 16 

approximately 91% to 93%.   17 

The DOE strives to ensure that all students 18 

in New York City have access to a high quality 19 

school in every stage of your education.  The 20 

opening of a new district high school in 21 

Building Q636 is intended to provide additional 22 

option to students and families in District 27 23 

and - - .  Thank you. 24 

MS. GORMAN:  At this time, we're going to 25 
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pass the mic down - - so that - - have an 1 

opportunity to hear your comments. 2 

MS. HUGHLY:  Good evening.  I'm - - .  We 3 

ask that you--we're opposed to the resiting, and 4 

we ask that - - .  And we - - . 5 

[Applause] 6 

MS. HUGHLY:  Let the principal know what you 7 

have come here to do.  Let's see what the - - 8 

show - - shown an improvement from last year.  9 

Let's see what's going to happen this year.  And 10 

give us a chance to move ahead.  Take away 11 

students from - - programs - - here for.  We're 12 

going to lose - - on that.  They're going to 13 

lose their activities, their after school 14 

programs.   15 

So we really ask that this principal - - and 16 

leave - - working over here as - - parents - - 17 

9th Grade - - working well.  It's a great way to 18 

acclimate 9th Grade for - - 8th Grade into the 19 

high school setting.  Once they come over to the 20 

building, they're ready.  They're ready to 21 

learn.  They sit there and pay attention.  So 22 

we're really opposed. 23 

[Applause] 24 

MR. BALL:  Thank you.  As - - meeting - - 25 
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District 27, I was - - and he asked - - .  1 

District 27 - - outstanding proposal - - which 2 

would affect the students of Richmond Hill High 3 

School.  The CEC is - - members from - - junior 4 

high school in District 27.  And - - . 5 

We don't get - - high school meeting - - for 6 

the council to make an informed decision on such 7 

a big change.  However, we will - - parents and 8 

that educational - - .  CEC - - until junior 9 

high school.  - - high school - - .  Thank you. 10 

[Applause] 11 

MR. ATTIO:  Good evening.  My name is Mitch 12 

Attio.  I - - and I - - .  And I'd like - - 13 

right form this - - statement that - - .  And 14 

I'm not - - but that of the DOE.  - - imagine 15 

being - - that this community has - - .  We 16 

don't need the DOE to tell us about that.  It is 17 

our job - - where to look to find - - 18 

information.   19 

One of the - - in the calculation of 20 

utilization of Richmond Hill High School, - - as 21 

a foundation of Richmond Hill High School.  - - 22 

appearance - - .  We come from an environment 23 

where Richmond Hill High School - - up to 3,000 24 

students.  Even as of today, the numbers are not 25 
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- - , because - - statement for the DOE - - 1 

Richmond Hill High School - - Richmond Hill High 2 

School.   3 

It is not a separate entity, and I would 4 

strongly ask the DOE to revise this statement, 5 

because it presented something false.  In 6 

addition to that, there are several - - that I 7 

have - - .  This is a nice - - us.  They will - 8 

- our kids back in those trailers, those 9 

trailers that takes away from our students 10 

social lives and recreation lives.   11 

The DOE is - - us that our kids should not 12 

have a - - .  But I have news for them.  Why is 13 

there a - - meeting - - ?  Why is - - better 14 

than Richmond Hill High School?  A couple of us 15 

- - U.S. and they have an active interest in 16 

converting that - - into a tennis court for the 17 

benefit of all the students and the - - .  Not a 18 

single person from the DOE ever - - public 19 

statement.   20 

Now, this is where we have to reject them.  21 

And - - .  The - - , they never consulted the 22 

parents.  Let - - that they are - - by the DOE - 23 

- any one of - - .   24 

Now, besides that, they have not consulted 25 
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the school leadership team.  In addition to 1 

that, they have not consulted any of the elected 2 

officials. 3 

[Applause] 4 

MR. ATTIO:  About a month ago, I was in the 5 

principal's office when the president of the - - 6 

council for Queens all stood up and made a 7 

single statement that the DOE doesn't have the 8 

authority to make these changes along with this 9 

mayor that has a limited - - .  That mayor is 10 

making a change that will affect us for the next 11 

generation. 12 

He does not have the - - of the people.  13 

He's - - . 14 

[Applause] 15 

MR. ATTIO:  We have - - this team that - - 16 

from - - to make a decision regarding who - - .  17 

This is - - us.  You are not consulting us with 18 

- - and asking us - - .  This is wrong. 19 

Now, I must apologize for - - .  But as - - 20 

the DOE - - , which is an old school - - to have 21 

a public meeting - - do not have - - . 22 

[Applause] 23 

MR. ATTIO:  This is - - disrespect us.  24 

These - - not dismiss - - .  We cannot tolerate 25 
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this injustice in our community.  Now, all of 1 

us, include - - of the DOE administration, they 2 

understand a high school system is a whole year 3 

cycle.  You - - see that we are - - .  Those are 4 

words - - using - - .  And - - as a solution. 5 

Before - - the DOE - - to help our kids and 6 

the resources - - people of Richmond Hill, - - 7 

the DOE - - now and trying to change without 8 

talking to us. 9 

[Applause] 10 

MR. ATTIO:  Now, there's something - - .  11 

The - - .  I personally - - as a representative 12 

of - - Sanders and also the PTA president.  And 13 

each and every time - - and also - - president - 14 

- district-wide meeting, everything that was - - 15 

to them was ignored.  So why are we having this 16 

meeting?  Is this - - ?  Why?  You are not 17 

listening to us.  You are - - . 18 

We have to stop this - - .  This injustice - 19 

- they make a decision hoping for us to fall in 20 

line - - and then - - .  Folks, this is not 21 

going to happen.  I'm going to - - and tell you 22 

that tomorrow I'm - - new - - .  And I - - . 23 

[Applause] 24 

MR. ATTIO:  That way - - act in our 25 
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interest.  The - - is - - .  They do not have 1 

this authority, because this new mayor next - - 2 

and they have to list to the - - of this - - 3 

restriction.  All - - to do a co-location or - - 4 

the school has to - - . 5 

- - back to those - - trailers.  Let me tell 6 

you as a parent, you will have your child - - in 7 

school, because the cafeteria can't - - all of 8 

them.  Your kids - - have - - regular time in 9 

the morning and - - going home.  This is - - 10 

change they're bringing on us.  But they're not 11 

- - .  It is - - that we as parents understand 12 

the - - .  This school has gone from a very low 13 

performance status and now they're going to - -14 

 . 15 

We're asking the Board of Ed to change their 16 

- - and come to help us to make Richmond Hill 17 

High School a better place for all of us. 18 

[Applause] 19 

MR. ATTIO:  I - - because I have to give up 20 

- - .  But - - is not the - - for our kids to 21 

go.  It never has been.  It is a temporary 22 

solution - - utilization.  They completely - - 23 

trailer.  Trailers are not - - .  That is a 24 

temporary solution.  Now, - - Board of Ed - - 25 
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the people - - parents so that we can actually 1 

move those trailers - - because of the last - - 2 

and - - take out those trailers, because they 3 

are - - trailers - - facilitate, the Board of Ed 4 

will use it.   5 

We need more high schools.  I agree.  But 6 

not at the expense of the - - of Richmond High 7 

School.  We need - - off.  - - Now, - - where we 8 

are.  And let us - - .  And let - - public - - 9 

as to a decision very soon.   10 

Thank you very much. 11 

[Applause] 12 

MS. RIBERA:  Thank you.  Like I said, my 13 

name is Edith Ribera.  As a - - for the school, 14 

this is my first year as a team member.  As a 15 

parent - - go to the - - .  I was very offended 16 

at first coming to the school, because - - 17 

school, not just because it was - - program - -18 

 .  I want my son to have a better education.  19 

I'm - - parent.  I'm a parent - - eight years.  20 

I think - - for nine years.  So I'm very 21 

involved. 22 

My daughter - - sure that the parents - - 23 

schools - - .  So my concern is that - - school 24 

- - Richmond or - - .  One of them's going to go 25 
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to school - - 9th Grade.  It doesn't make 1 

sense to me that you're going to have - - school 2 

- - district to sign - - .  So you're going to - 3 

- the same - - .  It's not - - worse.   4 

So instead of - - , take back - - school and 5 

make it better.  Make it more - - . 6 

[Applause] 7 

MS. RIBERA:  - - of the schools and of the 8 

district, we should stay in our district.  We 9 

should have the same opportunities that the 10 

other schools have.  This is - - schools that we 11 

need and make it better.  Thank you. 12 

[Applause] 13 

MS. GORMAN:  I want to thank - - and I do - 14 

- .  Thank you.  We want to turn it over - - on 15 

behalf of the elected office or not? 16 

MALE VOICE 1:  Not at this time. 17 

MS. GORMAN:  Okay. 18 

MALE VOICE 1:  - - get here - - . 19 

MS. GORMAN:  Okay.  Please let me know. 20 

MALE VOICE 1:  We will.  - -  21 

MS. GORMAN:  Okay.  - - We have a member of 22 

the Community Board 9. 23 

MALE VOICE 2:  My name is - - .  I'm the 24 

chair of the Community Board 9 - - Committee.  25 
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Last Tuesday, the Community Board - - opposed 1 

- - proposal - - .  Richmond Hill High School 2 

has been classified as - - school - - last year.  3 

This year, the DOE - - which now - - 490 - - .  4 

This time I ask - - .   5 

One, - - know the parent - - .  Two, - - 6 

high school - - and to - - education facility.  7 

Three, - - which would - - the students better - 8 

- and offer a real chance at success for the 9 

students in every school. 10 

The DOE - - without any consultation to the 11 

Richmond Hill staff, parents, students, or 12 

community members to - - totally - - .  The - - 13 

students.  The DOE's proposal - - participates 14 

in - - school. 15 

According to the DOE's - - , the DOE - - by 16 

- - 2017-2018 school year.  However, according 17 

to the DOE - - projections in this statement - - 18 

actually increase in the 2014-2015 and the 2015-19 

2016 school years.  These - - are at least three 20 

years old.  Some of them are ten years old.  - - 21 

students and staff.  These - - are narrow - - 22 

safe and healthy environments for students and 23 

staff. 24 

- - DOE - - schools that - - in - -.  25 
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Furthermore, - - playground - - facility.  1 

Furthermore, - - Richmond Hill High School - - 2 

projected - - proposal for the - - 2017-2018 3 

school year.  Thank you. 4 

[Applause] 5 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you very much.  - - That 6 

concludes our formal presentations.  At this 7 

time, I would like if the members of SLT would 8 

raise their hands - - .  Thank you very much for 9 

your participation.  We know that there are two 10 

additional SLT members who would like to speak.  11 

We're going to - - speak first. 12 

This is Sheryl Rose and Patricia Rojas. 13 

[Applause] 14 

MS. GORMAN:  - - represent - - team members 15 

that - - reminder - - .  Ms. Rojas is here - - .  16 

If for any member of the - - if you don't get a 17 

chance to finish, but you have written comment, 18 

please feel free to give them to me - - .  You 19 

may begin.  Thank you. 20 

MS. SHERYL ROSE:  Thank you.  As she said, 21 

my name is Sheryl Rose, and I am SLT - - 22 - - 22 

standing here today in that capacity.  I'm 23 

standing here just as a parent, who loves my 24 

student, not just my student, but all the 25 



 18 

students that are here.   1 

And I believe that they need to have a 2 

fighting chance in order to achieve educational 3 

accomplishment that we believe that they can 4 

achieve.  And so - - Richmond Hill at this time 5 

to please give us a chance.  - - principal or - 6 

- 9th Grade students are so extremely - - .  7 

There's - - already have - - rest of the student 8 

body and increase - - student body - - school.  9 

We're a school of students that have many 10 

needs.  - - for recess - - . 11 

[Applause] 12 

MS. ROSE:  It's wrong for the DOE to - - .  13 

- - taken away.  They're being sent a message--14 

our students are being sent a message that 15 

they're not worth it.  - - inconsistent with the 16 

support that they're receiving from the DOE.  - 17 

- students work closely with our administrators.   18 

And this is so important, because studies 19 

show that 9th Grade is a difficult transitional 20 

year for our students and really determines 21 

whether or not they'll be successful throughout 22 

their high school experience - - high school in 23 

- - .  Our students have - - the - - specialized 24 

school that - - to attend, because they don't - 25 
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- . 1 

We need to improve - - they are just - - our 2 

students - - . 3 

[Applause] 4 

MS. ROSE:  - -  5 

[Cheers] 6 

MS. GORMAN:  Ms. Lopez, are you speaking? 7 

MR. LOPEZ:  Mr. Lopez. 8 

MS. GORMAN:  Oh, Mr. Lopez.  Excuse me, 9 

please.  Mr. Lopez will be followed by the first 10 

three student speakers.  And that will be Peter, 11 

John, and Stefan. 12 

MR. LOPEZ:  - - Lopez.  - - school.  I - -13 

school and - - .  So - - the school - - .  - - 14 

small - - .  We have to make sure that - - .  15 

That's - - way to be - - .  You know, maybe - -16 

 .  So they tried - - .  Now, - - school - - .  17 

On the - - they have - - to go to - - .  And 18 

they - - .   19 

So why - - take this - - who try to make - -20 

 .  No, - - .  That's not good.  They have to 21 

make - - .  So now - - .  - - And we don't need 22 

that.  So we need to continue the - - .  - - 23 

They're not - - . 24 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you very much. 25 
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[Applause] 1 

MS. GORMAN:  Our first three students - - 2 

Peter, John, and Stefan.  We've made some seats 3 

for speakers - - so you don't have to stand.  Is 4 

this Peter? 5 

PETER:  Yes. 6 

MS. GORMAN:  You may begin. 7 

PETER:  Hi, I - - .  I - - 2010, and at that 8 

time - - .  Personally, I - - when you're in a 9 

transitional phase from middle school to high 10 

school, you don't have - - experience of what 11 

high school is like.  - - freshman experience - 12 

- .  - - school spirit and - - teamwork and - -13 

 . 14 

So when - - our school - - they - - the 15 

school very - - because - - that they are.  So 16 

when they - - they'll - - .  Yes, we are - - and 17 

we are - - .  We are not - - .  And I believe 18 

that. 19 

[Applause] 20 

PETER:  - - start off - - .  So if you start 21 

off - - .  - - Kids ask me - - take it away.  - 22 

- So when they're coming from over there to 23 

here, they can - - over there.  So when they 24 

come over here, they - - .  And then, - - .   25 
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[Applause] 1 

MS. GORMAN:  John and then Stefan and then 2 

Christopher. 3 

JOHN:  - -  4 

MS. GORMAN:  John, can you speak into the 5 

mic so - - . 6 

JOHN:  - - I've been - - here making this 7 

speech.  I wasn't sure - - but I am sure that no 8 

- - .  - - high school will be - - .  - - 9 

Richmond Hill High School is not - - .   10 

[Applause] 11 

MS. GORMAN:  Stefan followed by Christopher 12 

and then Krishna and Michelle. 13 

STEFAN:  Hello.  My name is Stefan.  - - And 14 

I - - .  - - made to us - - not - - .  First, - 15 

- which are - - and now - - .  - - our school 16 

will not stand - - and we will not - - .  As a 17 

consequence - - become second hand.  What - - 18 

public education - - ?  Has it come to the point 19 

where the students themselves - - ?   20 

It was once said that - - .  - - this 21 

wonderful opportunity.  - -  22 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you very much.  23 

Christopher followed by Krishna--and I'm sorry 24 

for mispronouncing your name--Michelle, John, 25 
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and Summer.  You may begin, Christopher. 1 

CHRISTOPHER:  Hello.  My name is 2 

Christopher.  And I'm the - - vice-president.  3 

And I'm concerned about the school future.  4 

Personally, I think - - great way to spread out 5 

our Richmond Hills - - because - - very good.  - 6 

- It left - - and - - school is that there - - .  7 

The - - .  The teachers are - - students.  The 8 

classrooms are - - the students.  - - 30 9 

students per class.  And - - way for - - from - 10 

- high school. 11 

And when I - - to spread my - - 9th Grade, I 12 

- - 9th Grade - - .  They were so happy to - - .  13 

They were - - .  They - - .  They said - - 14 

saying, "Richmond Hill.  Richmond Hill."  They 15 

kept shouting and hill, because they actually 16 

loved that school.  And then - - .  And when 17 

they - - school - - .   18 

And - - I've ever seen until now - - the 19 

school.  - - the best - - school spirit I've 20 

seen in - - years.  Thank you. 21 

MS. GORMAN:  - - your name - - .  So I 22 

apologize.  You'll be followed by Michelle and 23 

then John and Summer.  Thank you very much.  - - 24 

We will start - - .  Thank you.  Please step 25 
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forward to the mic, so that you can be heard. 1 

KRISHNA:  My name is Krishna - - .  I live - 2 

- high school.  We were - - last year.  I was - 3 

- .  And I - - sometimes - - not - - .  In - - 4 

there's so many - - .  - - electives - - .  And 5 

we want that for - - .  And - - we have a one-6 

session - - .  And that's - - . 7 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you.   8 

[Applause] 9 

MS. GORMAN:  Michelle, John, and then 10 

Summer.  Thank you, Michelle.  You may begin. 11 

MICHELLE:  Hi.  My name is Michelle.  I'm a 12 

10th Grader - - .  When I - - take away - - .  I 13 

- - and they love it so much, and I feel the 14 

same way.  - - That's wrong.  Even - - Richmond 15 

Hill.  Even - - students - - .  - - Even then - 16 

- for - - Richmond Hill.  It's unacceptable.  17 

We're not - - .  - - give us a chance to - - or 18 

to - - .   19 

I - - still there next year - - .  - - 20 

Richmond Hill is - - .  - - school.  But I'm - -21 

 .  And I hope you guys - - because we all - - 22 

the same - - .   23 

[Applause] 24 

MS. GORMAN:  John M.  I don't know the last 25 
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name.  If not, we'll go to Summer Cruz.  Thank 1 

you, Summer. 2 

MS. SUMMER CRUZ:  Thank you.  Good evening.  3 

I'm here - - to keep our - - .  - - 9th Graders 4 

that are in - - team - - .  And - - a lot of 9th 5 

Graders that say that they love it.  And to know 6 

that we don't - - one year - - and - - , I think 7 

that's very crazy. 8 

Also, I believe that the - - gives us the 9 

chance to show - - the school, because without - 10 

- this school - - students we really don't.  We 11 

- - over - - classes.  And I feel the classes 12 

with 30 to 35 students in each class, it's 13 

really over the top.  Most - - really need some 14 

type of one-on-one with teachers that we have 15 

tried to use for our - - period.  And if we take 16 

the - - away - - , because - - go back to our - 17 

- had before - - three - - instead of one. 18 

And I feel that one study hall is really 19 

good for us, because everyone's - - period.  And 20 

it gives us more time in the day to help our - - 21 

need help.  And if we take away - - , then - - 22 

have - - for tennis and actually utilize - - 23 

using those - - .  Thank you. 24 

[Applause] 25 
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MS. GORMAN:  Thank you.  - - So that 1 

concludes our student speakers.  Let me say that 2 

I think - - students who have - - . 3 

[Applause] 4 

MS. GORMAN:  - - and giving their point of 5 

view.  We have four additional speakers, 6 

starting with James - - .  I'm going to just do 7 

first names - - .  Aaron, Lovely, and - - .  - - 8 

I'm sorry.  James, you may begin. 9 

JAMES:  Good evening.  My name is James - - 10 

representative - - teachers.  How many times has 11 

the Department of Education gone after the 12 

school?  How many times have they sit her and 13 

hammer a school again and again until it falls 14 

down?  Well, guess what?  Richmond is staying 15 

here, and it's staying strong.  There's nothing 16 

that you guys can do - - to her Richmond Hill.  17 

- - They've tried again and again and they are 18 

still here. 19 

Let's be clear.  It is more than just a 20 

building.  It is more than just a room.  It is 21 

more than just 22 temporary - - units that are 22 

out there, temporary.  It is more than that.  It 23 

is the heart and the spirit of the student, the 24 

parents, the staff members, and the community 25 
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that surrounds it.   1 

This Department of Education has been - - to 2 

all of those things for all of these years.  3 

Well, guess what?  We're going to be here long 4 

after you guys are gone.  - - you guys are going 5 

to be gone - - here.   6 

Let's be clear.  You guys make your little 7 

statements - - only here because the law says 8 

it's supposed to be here.  You are here tonight 9 

only because the law says you're supposed to be 10 

here.  All of those things that you sit here and 11 

say, 82% utilization right now, you've got to be 12 

kidding me.  22 - - 82% capacity?  You're 13 

absolutely dead wrong, because the numbers don't 14 

tell you what - - on in this school. 15 

If you or anyone - - decides to go over to 16 

that - - and see the beautiful thing that they 17 

created for those students, they would think 18 

differently.  But none of them - - . 19 

[Applause] 20 

JAMES:  You don't have - - the principals of 21 

this school.  You control what you want to do.  22 

You control the city - - .  - - anymore - - that 23 

we are sitting here and - - here behind the - - 24 

because we're going to be here long after that.  25 
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And the truth of the matter is that we - - how 1 

many ways are you going to fail the school - - ?  2 

Six weeks left.  Good-bye. 3 

[Applause] 4 

MS. GORMAN:  You may begin 5 

MALE VOICE 3:  Thank you.  - - 2000.  I came 6 

here - - John Adams High School.   7 

MS. GORMAN:  I'm going to stop you one 8 

second.  Can you pull the mic up a little bit 9 

and speak into it? 10 

MALE VOICE 3:  I'm speaking into it.  I came 11 

here for - - from John Adams High School in 12 

September of 2000.  I've been here since 2000.  13 

This school - - .  This is - - .  That's Number 14 

1.  Number 2, - - just said, because - - without 15 

any - - who - - students we have here is 16 

obscene.  And I'd also like to - - .  You - - 17 

here - - told you - - percentage.  It's not 18 

true.  I - - teacher here.  Because of - - 19 

teachers.  - - teacher who - - question, you go 20 

from one room to another room to another.   21 

Now, for years - - do that, especially if - 22 

- .  That is exhausting.  The fact is that we 23 

need - - go around in this building to take away 24 

- - at least have some kind of plan - - not very 25 
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good at to alleviate - - . 1 

[Applause] 2 

MS. GORMAN:  - - first name.  P-Y-R - - ?  3 

Thank you.  Followed by - - .   4 

MS. ELIZABETH BROWN:  Good evening, all.  My 5 

name is Elizabeth Brown.  I'm a teacher to 6 

Richmond Hill.  I was - - for seven years and - 7 

- school that suffered the same - - Richmond 8 

Hill.  I - - .  I went to - - high school, 9 

beautiful high school.  So when I came to 10 

Richmond Hill as a visiting teacher in - - I 11 

loved the community.  - - students that - - 12 

activities, programs, teachers that were 13 

passionate and concerned. 14 

The fact that the Board of Education was 15 

trying to reduce that and take away - - which is 16 

a subsection of the school is alarming.  It says 17 

that you don't care about - - education - - .  - 18 

- taking away the drive and passion, the - - 19 

focus of parents trying to provide education and 20 

a successful future for their children. 21 

 Having said that, I just want you to 22 

reconsider your proposition and reconsider the 23 

direction that you're taking this student body, 24 

teachers, and administration, and - - .  We - -25 
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 .  And I was here two or three years ago when 1 

- - be here as a - - .  I was scared to death. 2 

The - - were out of control.  There was no 3 

focus, no drive, no direction.  And when I came 4 

to - - it was peaceful.  - - said I - - .  I - - 5 

classes.  And I went - - this school.  Thank 6 

you.   7 

[Applause] 8 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you.  Before you begin, 9 

have any other elected come in that we would 10 

have speak at the end?  - - speaker. 11 

MALE VOICE 4:  Good evening.  My name is - -12 

 .  I am - - .  I am a former educator.  - - I 13 

understand how education works.  I understand 14 

how students think and our learning - - high 15 

school or - - .  My daughter now is in 9th 16 

Grade.  She - - .  She has the wonderful 17 

opportunity in being in a small environment - - 18 

high school.  She's part of a community. 19 

And to say that - - is unnecessary, I - - 20 

that the school come - - over would improve 21 

things is rather - - .  Because in fact, as 22 

they've already articulated, - - .  They are 23 

people that - - thrown together.  They're people 24 

that have a love and have a zeal for our - - .  25 
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Both - - experience - - .   1 

Those that are teachers here understand that 2 

things have been different in the years gone by 3 

and moving forward, it is something that is 4 

necessary for us to maintain, so that it happens 5 

- - schedule is something that - - works against 6 

the school.  - - have students that are coming 7 

in at various times.   8 

There's no - - .  It's something that works 9 

against people who are coming in and wanting to 10 

attend.  11 

Now, the truth of the matter is that - - 12 

necessary.  - - take something that's a resource 13 

of this community and give it to someone else.  14 

I am not against - - but I would - - high school 15 

- - how - - schools are.  This take away - - 16 

would be - - to educational sabotage as well as 17 

- - students but also the community. 18 

So please reconsider whether this is 19 

something that needs to be done.  Go - - . 20 

[Applause] 21 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you.  That concludes our 22 

speakers list.  I want to take one moment - - .  23 

I want to point out to you that we heard several 24 

comments regarding specialized high schoolers 25 
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being - - .  There has not been any decision 1 

about that.  And, in fact, - - the - - schools 2 

is meeting with the CEC.   3 

So that's another meeting if you would like 4 

to attend - - . 5 

[Crosstalk] 6 

MS. GORMAN:  I hear you, but I want - - 7 

information.   8 

[Crosstalk] 9 

MS. GORMAN:  I don't want to - - .  I'm just 10 

giving you information.  I can talk to you 11 

afterwards, but I need to conclude the formal 12 

public hearing.  We have heard the comment - - 13 

and you've made some important - - we'll get 14 

back to people at the DOE as I am representing 15 

the DOE.   16 

The information will be analyzed and will be 17 

posted on the DOE website before the panel 18 

meeting, which is November 26th at 6:00 p.m. at 19 

the high school - - at 225 West 24th Street in 20 

Manhattan to go over this proposal and all 21 

others that are coming before them that night. 22 

If however you want to give public comment 23 

or you know others that want to and you want it 24 

to be part of - - allows this.  Here's how you 25 
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can do that.  The phone number (212) 374-7621.  1 

Again, (212) 374-7621.  District27proposals--I'm 2 

sorry, it's d27proposals@schools.nyc.gov.  3 

Again, d27proposals@schools.nyc.gov. 4 

Thank you for coming.  This public hearing 5 

is officially adjourned. 6 

[END MZ000001] 7 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 2 
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The prior proceedings were transcribed from 4 

audio files and have been transcribed to the 5 

best of my ability. 6 
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