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PROGRAM NEWS AND HIGHLIGHTS 

Over the past few months, the Service in Schools (SIS) team has 
hit the pavement, traveling around the five boroughs to visit with 
students and educators and see the myriad of service projects tak-
ing place in their schools. SIS is excited to see how participants in 
the Service-Learning Institute are applying strategies and tech-
niques introduced by the Institute facilitator, Cathryn Berger Kaye, 
directly into service-learning projects. From the “Across the Cur-
riculum” exercise, which looks at how a particular societal issue 
can be addressed through various academic subjects, to the MISO 
method, which encourages students to research the selected is-
sue through media, interview, survey, and observation during the 
investigation phase (the first of the five stages of service-learning), 
teachers are implementing a plethora of strategies to connect ser-
vice with academics. SIS attended and participated in a range of 
school service projects, such as visiting food pantries, painting mu-
rals, anti-bullying campaigns, immigrant issues, homelessness, and more. Some participants from the In-
stitute have even led service-learning professional learning sessions for their colleagues! 

Additionally, the SIS team is learning about the service projects happening at the schools that were 
awarded the Service-Learning Grant and the SIS Kids Care Club Grant. Through continued communication 
and school site visits, we have witnessed how the grant funding, along with SIS’ on-the-ground and tech-
nical support, has impacted educators’ and students’ ability to implement service-learning in their schools. 
SIS looks forward to continuing to see these service activities and initiatives evolve over the remainder of 
the school year.   
 
To invite the SIS team to visit your school, email ServiceinSchools@schools.nyc.gov. We look forward to 
meeting you and your students! 

 

 

 

 

January 2016 

Students of Selen Adams Thomas at W.E.B. Dubois Aca-

demic High School in Brooklyn connect various service 

topics to different subjects across the curriculum. 

Students of Stelio Voutsas at Long Island City High 

School use the MISO method to brainstorm factors that 

can interfere with school attendance. 

Students of Brooklyn International High 

School teacher Shahzia Pirani-Mellstrom 

present how a lack of job opportunities 

affects immigrant communities through 

interviews with recent immigrants.  

mailto:ServiceinSchools@schools.nyc.gov


 

  

2 

SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT 

The 30th Avenue School (Q300) in Queens 

Since participating in the first session of the Service-Learning Institute, social worker Jill Kaufman has been 
busy sharing her knowledge with other Q300 staff members and 
working to implement service-learning into elementary and mid-
dle school classrooms at Q300 in Queens. This fall, 1st graders from 
Q300 were motivated by a video they watched during a Respect 
for All lesson. The video, called Be an Upstander, highlights strat-
egies that bystanders can use to become upstanders and inter-
vene in bullying or conflict situations. The goal is for students to 
write a story about being an upstander and to arm themselves and 
their peers with effective strategies. The story will be shared with 
Q300 classes and families as well as other schools and families in 
Queens. The 1st grade class is currently in the process of conduct-
ing research for the story, and students recently interviewed fam-
ily members about their experiences with bullying. Anika Chan-
dran, a 1st grader, reflected on what it was like to interview a fam-
ily member about his bullying experience: “It felt weird that bul-
lies can be so mean. I think he [Anika’s family member] kept get-
ting really angry and disappointed.” First grader Elias Kersnowski 
said about the project, “You can make it so other people will use 
those strategies. They [will] know them and then they’ll use them 
all the time. It can just be spread on and a lot of people can know 
the strategies.” 

In the middle school, grade 6 and 7 advisories are currently working on the investigation stage of their 

service-learning projects. One 7th grade group will be focusing on the issue of homeless children in New 

York City. They are now researching potential partnerships with organizations as well as experts that they 

can learn from. Joshua Henry, a 7th grader, commented on his group’s process: “We noticed that in our 

community homelessness plagues the lives of many today. As a result of this, we decided to do our part 

in stopping homelessness in our neighborhood.”  

Another exciting update with Q300’s service work this year is that staff members are developing resources 

for all teachers and advisors so that they can approach service-learning with access to the best practices. 

As a participant in the Service-Learning Institute, Q300 is turnkeying its learnings, and as a result, building 

capacity to do this work in a meaningful and sustainable way at the school.  

 

CURRENT AND UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 

Bike New York (Trainings begin in March)   
Bike New York offers free bike education classes teaching adults and children how 
to ride for the first time, advanced bike mechanics, and everything in between. 
The organization’s Learn to Ride and Bicycling Basics classes are offered in all five 
boroughs, and they are all taught with help from volunteers. To help out with one 
of these classes, new volunteers are asked to attend a one-hour training  

Q300 1st graders Gabrielle Dhanraj and 

Benjamin Buchalter analyze data, looking 

for trends from family interviews about 

bullying experiences. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeqQCyQOCPg
http://www.bike.nyc/
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CURRENT AND UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES (CON’T) 

session to learn about Bike New York and its method of teaching. This training session will prepare volun-
teers to teach any of the aforementioned classes. To get started, make a volunteer profile here and sign 
up for a bike education training session. These trainings begin in March and last through the summer. 
High school students are asked to volunteer at kids’ classes. For more information, click here.  
 

IndyKids (Ongoing)   
IndyKids is a newspaper for kids written by kids. Available in 
print and online, IndyKids engages youth through current 
events and issues relating to social justice. As part of the In-
dyKids Kid Reporter Program, writers ages 9-15 pitch, re-

search, write, edit, and submit news and feature articles, book or movie reviews, and more. The newspa-
per is distributed and read in classrooms and libraries nationwide. Each issue is paired with a free 
Teacher’s Guide full of lessons and activities specific to the articles in that issue. Teachers and parents can 
click here to subscribe. Interested students can become a Kid Reporter by clicking here.  
 

New York Blood Center (Ongoing)  
Help save lives in the community by providing a positive ex-
perience for donors at mobile blood drives. New York Blood 
Center is looking for Volunteer Ambassadors to ensure a 
safe and smooth process for blood donors. Volunteer activi-
ties include meeting and greeting blood donors, explaining 
forms and information relevant to donors, providing a safe 
and pleasant post-donation experience, and more. Partici-
pants must be 16 years or older, have a desire to help, excellent communication skills with attention to 
detail and accuracy, and mobility in order to attend to donors. For more information, click here.   
 

Distribution and Meal Service at the Action Center Hammels (Ongoing)   
The Action Center Hammels Cornerstone Program is looking for vol-
unteers to unload and sort supplies, prepare food, and serve Rocka-
ways families and individuals in need. Volunteers will assist in the 
Saturday distribution of goods and hot food. Food is donated from 
various sources, including prepared food from John F. Kennedy and 
LaGuardia Airports that would otherwise be thrown out. This project 

is family-friendly for those 11 years and older. Parents or guardians planning to bring children to this pro-
ject should contact their Team Leader (once assigned) to receive the waiver form before the scheduled 
project date. For more information, please contact Nelson Sarweh at 347-619-8504 or nswh8@ya-
hoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

http://education.bikenewyork.volunteerhub.com/SignIn.aspx?
http://www.bike.nyc/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities/bike-education/
http://indykids.org/main/
http://indykids.org/main/get-indykids/subscribe/
http://indykids.org/main/get-involved/write-for-indykids/
http://www.nybloodcenter.org/
http://www.nybloodcenter.org/
http://www.nybloodcenter.org/support-us/volunteer-nybc/volunteer-positions/
http://theactioncenter.com/hot-food-distribution/?redirect=..%2Fabout-the-action-center%2F
mailto:nswh8@yahoo.com
mailto:nswh8@yahoo.com
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RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTS 

Timberland Service Toolkit  
Mostly known for its footwear and outerwear, Tim-
berland is also recognized worldwide for its commit-
ment to corporate social responsibility. One key ele-
ment of this commitment is community service. The 

brand’s responsibility website contains a service toolkit that offers useful planning tools for budgeting 
and scoping a project, preparation, and execution, as well as ways to document, debrief, and celebrate 
service. This toolkit goes into detail on how to properly plan and manage projects while ensuring safety 
and effectiveness, and Timberland has made it available to anyone interested in learning more. For 
more information, click here.  

CONTACT THE SERVICE IN SCHOOLS TEAM  
 

Does your school have a great service project to share? If so, the Service in Schools team 

wants to know!  
Invite the Service in Schools team to visit your service project. We want to see your students and school 
community in action. Email the Service in Schools team at ServiceinSchools@schools.nyc.gov with two 
weeks’ notice and we’ll schedule a visit to your school to learn about your project and see the impact 
you’re making on the community. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Mission: Service in Schools strives to expand the number of NYC students engaged in transformative 
community service and service-learning experiences that enable them to use their voice, skills, and critical 
thinking to strengthen communities.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://responsibility.timberland.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Timberland%20ServiceTool%20Kit.pdf
mailto:ServiceinSchools@schools.nyc.gov

