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[START RECORDING] 1 

[background talking] 2 

MS. MARISOL BRADBURY:  Good evening, 3 

everybody.  Before we get started, I would like 4 

to remind everyone if you wish to speak, there 5 

is a signup area right outside the auditorium 6 

where you can go and write your name and we will 7 

call you in a moment.  We'll start in just a 8 

minute.  [Spanish talking]  [background talking]  9 

Good evening everyone.  This is a joint public 10 

hearing of the Department of Education Community 11 

Education Council and School Leadership Team for 12 

the proposal to open a new high school - - 13 

Mather High School for building arts and 14 

craftsmanship in September 2013 in this building 15 

and 520.  The new high school will be collocated 16 

with Murry Bergtraum High School for business 17 

careers.  I am Marisol Bradbury, Superintendent 18 

of district two high schools.  We have asked the 19 

district to community education council and 20 

school leadership team of Murry Bergtraum to 21 

participate in this joint public hearing.  I am 22 

joined tonight by Murry Bergtraum principal 23 

Lottie Almonte to my left, citywide counsel high 24 

school precedent Paola Dekock and community 25 
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education council president, Shino Tanikawa.  1 

This hearing is being recorded.  The purpose of 2 

this hearing is for you to provide comments 3 

about the proposal.  Before I describe the 4 

proposal I want to make sure you are all aware 5 

of the opportunity to provide your input.  All 6 

those who wish to speak must sign up and the 7 

speaker signup area located just outside the 8 

auditorium.  The sign up list will close in 15 9 

minutes.  Speakers will be given the floor in 10 

the order that they signed.  All comments are 11 

limited to two minutes.  There may be elected 12 

officials who arrive at different times 13 

throughout the evening.  If they wish to speak 14 

we will do our best to accommodate them at the 15 

first opportune moment.  Those who are here at 16 

the start of the public comments segment will be 17 

asked to speak first.  All comments will be 18 

mentioned in the analyst of public comment 19 

analysis of public comments to be published and 20 

made available to the panel for educational 21 

policy prior to its vote, which is scheduled for 22 

Monday, March 11, 2013.  In addition we welcome 23 

any comments and feedback you may have at any 24 

time before the panel votes on this proposal.  25 
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The e-mail address and phone number where 1 

comments may be made are 2 

d02proposals@schools.nyc.gov and the phone 3 

number is (212) 374-3466.  I will now proceed to 4 

read the proposal.  The New York City Department 5 

of Education is proposing to open and collocate 6 

- - high school in this building alongside Murry 7 

Bergtraum.  This proposal is part of the DOE's 8 

central goal to create a new school options that 9 

will serve future students in the community at 10 

large.  Mather High School will offer an 11 

academic program for age students in grades nine 12 

through 12.  It will also have a career in 13 

technical educational or CTE component that will 14 

prepare students for the post-secondary 15 

education and careers.  CTE programs integrate 16 

academic study with work force skills and 17 

specific careers.  Students receive instruction 18 

in an industry related area and have the 19 

opportunity to graduate from high school with 20 

industry specific competencies and skills that 21 

leads to postsecondary education and further 22 

industry training or entry into the workforce.  23 

Mather High School is proposed to be a CTE 24 

school with career pathways in carpentry, 25 
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masonry, landscaping and decorative finishing 1 

or restoration.  It will have a special 2 

partnership with the national park service.  3 

Mather High School will have a limited onscreen 4 

admissions method.  Given priority to students 5 

reciting in Manhattan limited onscreen schools 6 

give admissions priority to students who 7 

demonstrate interest in the school by attending 8 

an information session, open house even or by 9 

visiting the school's exhibit at any one of the 10 

high school fairs.  Mather High School is 11 

projected to enroll approximately 105 to 115 12 

students in its ninth grade class.  As the 13 

school grows to serve 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th 14 

grades over next four years it will continue to 15 

enroll new students at the same range of 105 to 16 

115 students each year.  This building M520 has 17 

enough space to accommodate both Murry Bergtraum 18 

and Mather High School.  In this current year 19 

the utilization rate of building M520 is 85% of 20 

its target capacity.  Throughout the years of 21 

this proposal the combined enrollment of Murry 22 

Bergtraum and Mather High School are projected 23 

to reach between 88% and 92% utilization.  24 

Therefore, there is space in this building to 25 
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accommodate both Murry Bergtraum and Mather 1 

High School.  Unrelated to this new school 2 

proposal Murry Bergtraum will have a planned 3 

enrollment reduction beginning in the 2014/2015 4 

school year.  In that year and in each of the 5 

following three years Murry Bergtraum will 6 

enrolled 108 fewer students per year.  This will 7 

allow Murry Bergtraum to focus on - - and 8 

success and achievement of a smaller group of 9 

students.  Again this proposal for a new high 10 

school goes toward the DOE's central goal to 11 

create new school options that will better serve 12 

future students and the community at large.  13 

Thank you.  The next presenter will be Paola, 14 

yeah, okay. 15 

MS. PAOLA DEKOCK:  Good evening.  My name is 16 

Paola Dekock.  I am the public advocate's 17 

appointee to the citywide council and high 18 

school and high schools and I am the president 19 

of the council.  As we sit here tonight is it is 20 

really hard to imagine that Murry Bergtraum was 21 

once one of the best non specialized high 22 

schools in the city.  There was an article in 23 

the Downtown Express in 2008 and I am going to 24 

quote from it, 'with an innovative business 25 
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education program the school was the first in 1 

the city to teach computer science and among the 2 

first in the country to require students to do 3 

business internships.  The highly selective 4 

school had a reputation for strong teachers, 5 

relevant course work and student achievements.'  6 

I am not talking about 100 years ago, I am not 7 

talking about 50 years ago, I am talking about 8 

this school from 1975, when it was founded until 9 

the beginning of the Bloomberg administration.  10 

Now there's little question that this school 11 

like many other large comprehensive high schools 12 

in this city has been brought to its knees by 13 

deliberate policy of closing large comprehensive 14 

high schools and shifting the more troubled and 15 

needy students including those who do not have 16 

the support or the interest to meet the very low 17 

bar of 'limited onscreen small schools' into 18 

other large comprehensive high schools.  The 19 

disastrous consequences of this deliberate 20 

policy where recognizing the study by the Milano 21 

School entitled very aptly a case of collateral 22 

damage.  In Manhattan alone to quote the study 23 

Martin Luther king Junior, Seward Park and 24 

Parkwest High Schools were closed in 2001, 2002 25 
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and 2003.  Enrollments then increased at Norman 1 

Thomas, Murry Bergtraum, Brandeis and Baird 2 

Rustin High Schools.  In 2009 the DOE ordered 3 

Brandeis and Baird Rustin closed.  I think you 4 

can all see where I'm going.  The planned 5 

enrollment reduction is just the first step in a 6 

gradual strangling of the school.  A process 7 

that will inexorably lead to a phase out absent 8 

the change in educational policy by a new mayor.  9 

We have seen it happen in many other places and 10 

in so many other places that it is hard to keep 11 

track but just in the last few days.  I am going 12 

to give you two schools, Lehman High School in 13 

the Bronx planned enrollment reduction last year 14 

cloture vote this year.  The High School of 15 

Graphic Communications again planned enrollment 16 

reduction, insertion of new schools closure vote 17 

this year.  Of course for Murry Bergtraum, there 18 

is special irony in this planned enrollment 19 

reduction which is occasioned by the fact that 20 

there are fewer students to begin with this 21 

year.  800 students just went poof over the last 22 

couple of years.  But there is a real irony here 23 

in that barely a year ago in September 2011 this 24 

very school was the site of a UFD press 25 
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conference to protest overcrowded classes at or 1 

in excess of the contractual limits of 34 2 

students here and at other high schools 3 

including Lehman, see the pattern.  Not to 4 

belabor the obvious here, there is a pattern.  5 

But let us concede for argument sake and without 6 

assigning any blame the disenrollment reduction 7 

is inevitable and therefore collocating is - - 8 

school is a good idea.  So the question we 9 

should be asking use, what school will replace? 10 

Well I suppose you could say, will it replace 11 

part of Murry Bergtraum and what kind of thought 12 

and planning is going into this process because 13 

if we are to close large schools and open new 14 

schools that are supposedly better, we have to 15 

kind of demonstrate that we have a plan for a 16 

better education in those schools and a plan, in 17 

my view ought to be visible in the educational 18 

impact statement.  Now I also say that in 19 

general DOE's track record with these new 20 

schools is not always teller.  There are some 21 

real success stories, Frank McCourt and maybe 22 

the Academy of Software Engineering, we don't 23 

know but basically the plan is often just coming 24 

up with an idea for and see sort of what works.  25 



 10 

I remember actually I was co-president in the 1 

Manhattan's president counsel, we had whole 2 

bunch of principals once come, new principals 3 

proposing new schools.  Many of which to me 4 

seemed like, to us, to the council seemed like 5 

just good on paper but who knows whether they 6 

would really work.  So I do wish this school 7 

luck but the new school luck but what I would 8 

really like to say is that we really need to 9 

look at the educational impact statement 10 

closely.  This new school will offer 'a rigorous 11 

academic program with a career in technical 12 

education CD component, specifically' by the 13 

way, they all say that, every single educational 14 

impact statement starts with that.  15 

'Specifically programming in the following 16 

career pathways, carpentry, masonry, landscaping 17 

and decorative finishing.  Admissions will be 18 

limited and screened citywide with Manhattan 19 

priority.'  But some students, and you need to 20 

pay attention to this, may receive placement at 21 

0N2139 through the over the counter process, in 22 

other words and this is very important for CTE 23 

schools, students who do not necessarily want to 24 

be here, they just get assigned and that in 25 
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speaking with principals and assistant 1 

principals at other schools is often the kiss of 2 

death for a CTE school because students need to 3 

come there with the idea that are going to do 4 

that they really want to that program.  But 5 

anyway, in fact just over a year ago, Murry 6 

Bergtraum now under enrolled was just flooded 7 

with over the counter students and so many 8 

classes that were over crowded that again there 9 

was a crises.  So the question I have here for 10 

the, looking at the educational impact statement 11 

is the four career pathways that are envisioned 12 

in this new school, remember this is a school, 13 

it is a small school, it's only 300 to 500 14 

students maximum, four career pathways.  So you 15 

would think that they should at least be related 16 

and they don't really seem to be the product of 17 

any planning.  Broadly speaking they are the 18 

trades that you need to build a house.  You need 19 

mason, maybe if you have a Brownstone I guess, 20 

you need a carpenter, you need interior 21 

finishing and you need landscaping, at least if 22 

you are on Long Island.  I don't see much go for 23 

Landscaping in New York City.  But how do these 24 

trades, each of which requires hands-on 25 
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experience with different equipment, tools and 1 

materials fit together.  One of the problems 2 

with CTE programs is that they require a large 3 

investment in equipment.  I don't know, does 4 

this school.  For example, for carpentry you 5 

really need a workshop and the workshop has to 6 

have table saw, radial arm saw, band saw, all 7 

sorts of saws and other materials.  Is there one 8 

here?  I, if there is EAS doesn't address it but 9 

I don't suppose so.  We actually tried to tour 10 

the school but we didn't have time.  But anyway, 11 

but that kind of investment is just nonsense if 12 

there isn't a shop like that, that kind of 13 

investment is not sensible for 300 to 500 14 

students actually it is a fraction with 300 to 15 

500 students because remember the others are 16 

going to do masonry, interior finishing and 17 

landscaping.  So you really wonder how this is 18 

all going to work in the small school, and 19 

whether there is really going to be the will to 20 

have this kind of investment.  Now the second 21 

question is one of demand, because remember this 22 

something that educational impact statement that 23 

says that these pathways were selected in 24 

response to overall demand from students 25 
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applying to CTE programs, demand from industry 1 

partners interested in hiding graduates with CTE 2 

endorsed diplomas, as well as labor trends and 3 

analysis of workforce needs.  Now what I wonder 4 

is, why you know, is it really the case if you 5 

look at Murry Bergtraum a school with an 6 

innovative business education program in 7 

computer science, that's how it started, is it 8 

the case that this pathway is just no longer in 9 

demand, no, isn't it weird to shift a school 10 

like this to carpentry and in fact, I think it 11 

is kind of ironic because the in just, it is 12 

ironic that we are shifting a business and 13 

computer science school, what started as a 14 

business school that taught computer science to 15 

something like carpentry and landscaping while 16 

at the same time the mayor announced this big 17 

initiative to teach computer science in high 18 

schools.  $20,000,000 are being shared among a 19 

number of schools to teach computer science.  20 

Why isn't Murry Bergtraum one of them?  Why are 21 

we developing a new school here to teach 22 

landscaping?  So I am a little bit skeptical 23 

that these professions in fact, are really the 24 

way of the future and that there is much demand 25 
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for them in New York City.  Now the next thing 1 

I want to address is the impact of the 2 

collocation which of course as with all 3 

educational impact statements, claims that the 4 

new school will have no impact on Murry 5 

Bergtraum aside from having to share large, 6 

common and specialty rooms in the building such 7 

as the cafeteria, the gymnasium and the library.  8 

Of course, such as tells nothing about what the 9 

specialty rooms actually are and any case 10 

basically the EIS kicks the can down the road by 11 

saying the specific decisions regarding the 12 

allocation of the shared spaces will be made by 13 

the building council consisting of principals 14 

from all collocated in schools in conjunction 15 

with the DOE's office of space planning.  Now 16 

there are, this is going to be, there are many 17 

collocated schools and from what we can tell the 18 

collocations are especially at the high school 19 

level are not always very happy ones and in fact 20 

there is very little, there are no real 21 

mechanisms to ensure that the spaces are shared 22 

equally and that the students in the old school, 23 

the school that is being reduced in size and 24 

programs actually do have access to equal access 25 
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to or adequate, not going to say equal, 1 

adequate access to those common rooms and 2 

resources.  So, it's, one always wishes a new 3 

school luck before the sake of the students but 4 

this particular one doesn't seem to be 5 

particularly well thought out.  Thank you. 6 

MS. SHINO TANIKAWA:  Good evening.  My name 7 

is Shino.  I am the president of the community 8 

education council district two.  We cover K 9 

through eight but because of the state law we 10 

are one of the hosts at these joint public 11 

hearings.  I do have a daughter in a public high 12 

school so I am slightly familiar with the issues 13 

that are faced by high school students and I do 14 

not have a stellar high achieving high school 15 

student either so I fully understand how 16 

difficult it is to educate a teenager even ones 17 

who come from a stable home with all the 18 

resources that they are given it's still 19 

difficult journey for us.  I have also had this 20 

high school daughter go through district two 21 

middle school, she is right now at a very large 22 

high school, she went to a very small middle 23 

school and I see the difference between the 24 

small school and a big school provided that one 25 
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was a middle school, the other is a high 1 

school there is definitely a benefit to having a 2 

large high school because that's how the 3 

resources come to the school now with the 4 

student based funding.  So it disheartens me to 5 

see this school with such great reputations in 6 

the past this was a stellar high school.  A lot 7 

of people that I know have gone through to the 8 

school and they speak of the school but so much 9 

pride and now it is in trouble and I don't 10 

understand why.  I don't know what happened to 11 

this school, I don't know what went wrong and to 12 

read this proposal which suggests that 13 

enrollment reduction is going to help doesn't 14 

tell me anything because I'm not convinced 15 

having a large school leads to failures because 16 

I know large high schools that are succeeding.  17 

I don't think it's the size.  If it's not the 18 

size, what is it that happened to this school 19 

that has lead it down this path.  I want to 20 

understand that before making any proposals to 21 

change the school.  What if it's not the size of 22 

the school?  What if it's something else and you 23 

reduce enrollment and like Paola said, there is 24 

plenty of precedence where that path leads to 25 
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closure and we will lose this historical high 1 

school forever and that to me is a travesty.  In 2 

starting a new small high school there's a lot 3 

of hype about new small high schools and yes, as 4 

a parent there is an attraction to the too.  5 

Presumably your child will not get lost through 6 

the cracks.  Presumably your teachers will know 7 

who you are, your principal will know who you 8 

are.  Presumably that will lead to better 9 

education but not necessarily because there is 10 

evidence that small schools do not do any better 11 

that large schools, it's not the size.  So I 12 

don't know if the small school is what our 13 

students need.  I don't know if the enrollment 14 

reduction is what our students need.  I need to 15 

know a lot more about what's going on before I 16 

can actually comment on these proposals and I'm 17 

not given enough information on why the students 18 

are not doing well.  And finally if a high 19 

school student enters ninth grade reading at the 20 

sixth grade level it is not reasonable for us to 21 

expect the high school to be able to educate 22 

that child up to the grade level in four years.  23 

So I need to understand where the ninth graders 24 

or coming into the school, how they're 25 
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performing and maybe the blame is not on this 1 

school maybe the blame should be on the middle 2 

schools where these high school students are 3 

coming from.  We expect so much from our high 4 

schools but we forget they have eight years, 5 

actually nine years with kindergarten before 6 

they even get to high school we can't expect 7 

high schools even with the best teachers and 8 

best administrators, we cannot expect them to 9 

undo nine years of education in merely four 10 

years.  So Paola said much of what I would have 11 

said with much more detail and facts but I think 12 

I was able to share where I stand on these 13 

proposals and I was speaking more generally but 14 

in particular with this school's reputation it 15 

deeply saddens me to see this proposal on the 16 

table.  Thank you very much. 17 

MS. BRADBURY:  Thank you Sino and Paola.  We 18 

have now concluded the formal presentations and 19 

we will open for public comments.  I will call 20 

next Anthonio Orridge.   21 

MR. ANTHONIO ORRIDGE:  Good evening.  My 22 

name is Anthonio Orridge.  I represent the 23 

Alumni of Murry Bergtraum High School.  I was 24 

class of 2006.  My major concern to be quite 25 



 19 

honest is losing the legacy Murry Bergtraum 1 

High School.  As you see I am here as a student, 2 

you know, there is a lot of pride in being a 3 

Bergtraum student.  I came here as you know 4 

under the program of business law.  When I, I 5 

came from catholic school so coming to a public 6 

school and learning about business the business 7 

side of things was the reason why I came to 8 

Bergtraum.  So I, you know the reputation of 9 

hearing Bergtraum and what it was about and what 10 

it stood for and being a graduate at Bergtraum 11 

said something in the business world.  While I 12 

was a student I interned at Guardian Life 13 

Insurance, I worked at the UFT without a teacher 14 

and when they heard Bergtraum they knew I was 15 

coming to work.  I was about business.  So my 16 

concern about this proposal is just the fact of 17 

using the vision and the legacy of what 18 

Bergtraum stood for.  I don't necessarily think 19 

that reducing the admission necessarily will 20 

preserve what we worked hard to show for 21 

Bergtraum.  You know I, it bothers me and I 22 

don't necessarily understand reducing the rate 23 

of the students, the admission but also with the 24 

new school proposing, with landscaping and at 25 
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what not, I also ask what is the demand for 1 

that when it comes to business world.  I think 2 

the business world is always a booming business, 3 

economic situation that is always required and I 4 

feel that is something that needs to be built on 5 

and preserved and maybe look at different 6 

avenues of how we can still, how we can 7 

basically still maintain what Bergtraum stood 8 

for.  I think that, that is where I come from.  9 

I come from trying to keep the legacy because 10 

when we look back as former students, you know, 11 

want to see the students succeed.  That is a 12 

major concern that I have.  I come and I 13 

volunteer and that's something that is a concern 14 

of mine just maintaining the legacy of the 15 

students and finding ways where our students can 16 

still move forward and be successful and maybe 17 

we haven't looked at every aspect of the 18 

spectrum to see where we have failed our kids.  19 

Thank you. 20 

MS. BRADBURY:  Thank you, Anthonio.  Our 21 

next presenter is Manuela Pascual.  We will wait 22 

five minutes.  [background talking]  While we 23 

wait for our last speaker I would want to remind 24 

you that of the e-mail address again and the 25 
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telephone number where you could post your 1 

comments.  That e-mail address again 2 

D02proposals.schools.nyc.gov and the telephone 3 

number is (212) 374-3466.  Is Ms. Pascual here?  4 

[background talking]  Our next speaker is 5 

Carroll Newell. 6 

MS. CARROL NEWELL:  Good evening, can 7 

everybody hear me?  So I teach here, I am 8 

actually I am prepared to speak to an audience 9 

of my peers.  I am accustomed speaking to 10 

children however I am a very passionate teacher.  11 

I love working for the audience that I serve 12 

with every breath that I wake up with until I 13 

get ready to go to sleep.  I just finished 14 

helping a student with scholarship applications 15 

and all that stuff.  You know, teachers do that.  16 

I am a little disappointed about the integrity 17 

of what it is that I love that I have come to 18 

respect that I have come to accept as a part of 19 

my day to day existence.  The face of it 20 

changing.  I came here as a student teacher a 21 

little more than, I would say, seven years ago.  22 

I got my masters in teaching at Pace, right 23 

around the corner.  The partnership with my 24 

school landed me here.  I looked forward to 25 
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every day as a student teacher in this 1 

building.  I fell in love with my students.  2 

Anthonio was one of the students that I totally 3 

enjoyed coming here to be a part of his 4 

education process.  I have been here for seven 5 

years as a stated, during that time I have watch 6 

the business department change from 32 plus 7 

teachers down to seven.  I've watched the 8 

decimation of a number of things that I hold 9 

very dear.  I watch the student population 10 

change as the needs of society changed.  Society 11 

became ravished by crack, alcoholism.  The 12 

children came in with different needs.  I 13 

watched the social services support that we have 14 

for the kids totally evaporate.  I did not see 15 

any replacements come in.  We got rid of all of 16 

our social workers at a time where the kids 17 

needed somebody to talk to.  There was no one 18 

here to talk to them.  So those of us who 19 

believe in what we do we became available.  20 

Emotionally it is draining but when you agree to 21 

be in service to a student population you don't 22 

have a choice but to be available for what your 23 

students need.  My days start at 6:00 in the 24 

morning, my days end at 8:30 at night.  Some 25 
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days my days end at 11:00 at night.  My 1 

students send me emails when they need help.  2 

They call me on weekends when they need help.  3 

I'm there, I am not alone but the infrastructure 4 

of the city, the money is not there to handle 5 

this population they way it should be handled.  6 

As a result of what is going on in society, it 7 

visits on the children.  The children need help, 8 

I don't know, as the speaker said before me, 9 

whether or not changing the size of what the 10 

building holds, reducing the capacity for the 11 

building, I don't know if that is going to help 12 

because the kids are still going to come in with 13 

the same problems.  You want to create an 14 

opportunity for them to learn, you to figure out 15 

how to enrich the environments where they can 16 

learn.  So they can figure out that it's okay to 17 

leave certain things outside of the building so 18 

they can feel free to learn in here.  If they 19 

have to bring in the same injustices that are 20 

going on then this is where we end up.  I thank 21 

you every so humbly for your time. 22 

MS. BRADBURY:  Thank you Ms. Newell.  Again, 23 

we welcome any comments and feedback you may 24 

have at any time before the panel for 25 
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educational policy votes on this proposal at 1 

its March 11, 2013 meeting.  The e-mail address 2 

again where comments may be made are 3 

D02proposals.schools.newyorkcity.gov and the 4 

telephone number is (212) 374-3466.  I thank you 5 

for coming out for your participation and this 6 

joint public hearing is now closed.  Thank you. 7 

 [END RECORDING] 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 



 25 

 1 

C E R T I F I C A T E 2 

The prior proceedings were transcribed from 3 

audio files and have been transcribed to the 4 

best of my ability. 5 
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