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Letter from the Chancellor 

Dear School Leaders,  
 
Using information about student performance effectively is vital to our schools’ success. It allows us to 
understand students’ strengths and weaknesses, differentiate instruction, and increase student achievement. 
 
In the 2008-2009 school year, we will again be offering a portfolio of English Language Arts and Math 
Periodic Assessment tools to support you in this important work. These no-stakes assessments are 
designed to monitor students’ progress over time, give educators timely, detailed information to help guide 
instructional decision-making, and help schools and families ensure that their students are on track to 
succeed through high school and beyond. 
 
I am excited to share the scope of this program for the upcoming school year with you, especially the 
improvements to the assessment tools and the new reporting features that will be available in the fall.  
 
Based on results from this year, next year’s Acuity Predictive Assessments will predict students’ 
performance on State exams and also enable you to measure students’ long-term growth over time. This 
will give schools and families an early indicator of whether children are on track for high school readiness 
and success, and enable them to develop strategies to help students succeed.  
 
Based on your feedback throughout the first year of Periodic Assessments, we have made a number of 
improvements to our offerings for the coming school year. Information on specific improvements can be 
found throughout this guide and are also being shared with schools directly through Periodic Assessment 
Information Sessions taking place around the City in May and June. 
 
This spring, schools will have the opportunity to select the combination of Periodic Assessments that best 
meets their instructional needs. Especially given the improvements to the program and the capacity of 
these tools to track student progress over time, I encourage you to use the assessments we are providing in 
the upcoming year. If you feel that your school requires a different approach, you will again have the 
option to apply to design your own (DYO) assessments, or use the assessments we provide in combination 
with the DYO option. The Periodic Assessment Team will be working closely with schools and networks 
that have the expertise and desire to design their own equally rigorous Periodic Assessments that will 
inform instruction and accelerate student progress. 
 
Please feel free to contact the Periodic Assessment Team at periodicassessment@schools.nyc.gov if you 
have any questions. We look forward to supporting you in the coming year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Joel I. Klein 
Chancellor 
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Note from the Periodic Assessment Team 

Dear Educators,  
 
We have developed this comprehensive guide to the Periodic Assessments to support your 
selection and use of these tools in the coming school year. We have made many improvements to 
the program based on your feedback from throughout this first year, including enhancing the 
assessment systems, streamlining the selection process, and improving our year-long 
communication strategy.  
 
We are publishing this guide in mid-spring to give you time to consider next year’s portfolio of 
program options and select the assessments that best fit the instructional needs of your school.   
Additionally, in May and June we are hosting Periodic Assessment Information Sessions 
throughout the city and online. Please register for one of these sessions at 
www.regonline.com/infosession to learn more about the changes and improvements to the 
Periodic Assessments and to enable your school to make well-informed choices among 
assessments during the upcoming selection window.  
 
Please feel free to contact the Periodic Assessment Team with feedback and questions when 
making your assessment selections and throughout the coming school year. We very much look 
forward to supporting you in another year of this important work. 
 
Best, 
 
The Periodic Assessment Team 
 
 
 
 
Contacting the Team: 
 
Periodic Assessment Support Line: 212-374-5162  
(Please note: Extra staff will be available to take your calls from 8:30 to 11:30 AM and from 3:00 
to 6:00 PM during the selection window, May 28 – June 13.) 
 
E-mail: periodicassessment@schools.nyc.gov 
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2008-2009 Periodic Assessment Program Improvements 
The Periodic Assessment Team is pleased to announce the following changes and improvements 
to our assessment tools, based on feedback gathered throughout our first year of implementation. 
More detailed descriptions of each assessment program, including sample reports, can be found in 
the Assessment Selections and Sample Reports sections of this guide. 

Improvements to Acuity Assessments (by CTB/McGraw-Hill) 
• Genre-Based Instructionally Targeted Assessments (ITAs) in ELA for grades 3-8 
• New reports available in both ELA and Math for all grades, 3 and up:  

 Student Progress Reports (graphical display of student performance across 
assessments, within and across school years) 

 Prior Year Reports (current classes’ performance on last year’s assessments) 
 New Predictive Assessment Reports (scaled scores and predictions of how 

students will perform on upcoming state tests)  
 Matrix Reports (student-by-item matrices displaying each student’s selected 

answer on each multiple-choice item, with incorrect answers highlighted) 
• Faster report generation  
• Improved customization and local scanning features:  

 Pre-slugged answer sheets for Customized ITAs 
 Local scanning of answer sheets enabled on wider range of scanners 

• Improved item bank:  
 More educator-friendly (fewer clicks, easier sorting and editing) 
 Greater breadth and depth of items  
 Opportunity for educators to author items  

• More flexibility in choosing administration windows for ITAs 
• Improved instructional resources: 

 Can be printed for paper/pencil administration 
 Will be automatically assigned to students based on assessment results 

• Improved professional development: more targeted webinars 

Improvements to Performance Series Computer-Adaptive Assessments (by Scantron)  
• Expanded in-school data analysis professional development sessions: 

 Individual student strengths and weaknesses  
 Progress and growth measures  
 Classroom trends  

• Enhanced data export capabilities into Excel:  
 Students’ grade level equivalents  
 Students’ longitudinal scores 

• Customized student profile reports:  
 Print by class or student  
 Include multiple subjects  
 Exclude or include district score averages  
 List of three suggested learning objectives or overview of all subjects on one page 
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Improvements to Teachers College Reading and Writing Project (TCRWP) 3-8 
Assessments 

• Additional assessments available: 
 Non-fiction reading assessment instrument  
 Spelling inventory 

• New data integration software being developed 

Improvements to K-2 Assessments in Literacy  
• Addition of approved alternative K-2 assessment systems: 

 Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 
 Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) 

• TCRWP K-2 Assessment Improvements: 
 Additional K-2 literacy measures  
 New data integration software being developed 

• mCLASS pilot schools may apply to continue to receive DOE support 

Improvements to ELL Assessments 
• Addition of ELL assessments for High Schools 
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Citywide and Statewide 2008 – 2009 Assessment Calendar  
 

Key 
K-2 Periodic Assessments 3-8 Periodic Assessments High School Periodic Assessments 

 

 Assessment/Test Grade(s) Date(s) Description 

LAB-R Assessment Grades K – 12 September 2 - 29 Administered to new entrant ELLs 
within the first ten days of entrance 

ECLAS-2 Grades 1 – 3 September 2 - 
October 31 

For schools using ECLAS-2 for K-2 
Periodic Assessments:   
Grade 1 (complete kit);  

Grades 2 & 3 (selected activities) 

Se
pt

em
be

r-O
ct

ob
er

 

El SOL (optional) Grades K – 3 September 2 - 
October 31 

Administered in Spanish Bilingual 
Classes 

NYS Alternate 
Assessment 

Eligible Special 
Education students 

October 6 - 
February 13   

PSAT Grades 10 & 11 October 15   
1st Grades 3-8  
ELA Predictive 

Assessment 
Grades 3 – 8 October 17 - 24   

Grade 8 applicants October 25 & 26   

O
ct

ob
er

 

Specialized HS 
Admissions Test Grade 9 applicants October 25 & 26   
1st High School  

English & 
Integrated Algebra 

ITA 

Grades 9 – 11 (English);
Grade 9 (Integrated 

Algebra) 

October 27 - 
November 7   

Specialized High 
School Admissions 

Test 

Grade 8 & 9 (IEP & 504 
applicants) November 8 With special permission & 

documentation ONLY  

Regents-Year  
Comprehensive 

English & 
Integrated Algebra  

Predictive 
Assessment 

Students taking the 
corresponding Regents 
Exams in January 2009 

November 12 - 21   

NYS Social Studies 
Test Grade 5 November 12 & 13   

1st Grades 3-8  
ELA & Math ITA Grades 3 – 8 November 12 - 21   

O
ct

ob
er

-N
ov

em
be

r 

Specialized High 
School Admissions 

Test 
Make-ups November 23 With special permission & 

documentation ONLY 

D
ec

em
be

r 

1st Grades 3-8  
Math Predictive 

Assessment 
Grades 3 -8 December 11 - 19   
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 Assessment/Test Grade(s) Date(s) Description 

ECLAS-2 Grade K  January 5 - 
February 13 

For schools using ECLAS-2 for K-2 
Periodic Assessments:   
Grade K (complete kit)  

Grades 3 & 5 January 13 & 14   
Grade 4 January 14 - 15   

Grades 7 & 8 January 20& 21   

NYS  
English Language 

Arts Test 
Grade 6 January 20 - 22   Ja

nu
ar

y-
Fe

br
ua

ry
 

NYS Regents 
Examinations Grades 9 – 12 January 26 - 29 Eligible students 

2nd High School  
English & 

Integrated Algebra 
ITA 

Grades 9 - 11 (English);
Grade 9 (Integrated 

Algebra) 

February 27 - 
March 6   

Grades 3 & 5 March 3 & 4   
Grade 4 March 3 - 5   Fe

br
ua

ry
-M

ar
ch

 

NYS Mathematics 
Test 

Grades 6 – 8 March 10 & 11   
2nd Grades 3-8  

ELA & Math ITA Grades 3 – 8 March 30 - April 6   

M
ar

ch
-A

pr
il 

Regents-Year  
Comprehensive 

English & 
Integrated Algebra  

Predictive 
Assessment 

Students taking the 
corresponding Regents 

Exams in June 2009 
March 30 - April 6   

NYS Science 
Performance Test Grades 4 & 8 April 8 - May 8 Individual school-selected date 

NYSESLAT 
(Speaking) Grades K – 12 April 20 - May 15 Individual school-selected date 

ECLAS-2 Grades 1 – 3 April 20 - May 29 

For schools using ECLAS-2 for K-2 
Periodic Assessments:   
Grade 1 (complete kit);  

Grades 2 & 3 (selected activities) 

El SOL (optional) Grades K – 3 April 20 - May 29 Administered in Spanish Bilingual 
Classes 

A
pr

il-
M

ay
 

NYS Science 
Written Test Grades 4 & 8 April 30   

3rd High School  
English & 

Integrated Algebra 
ITA 

Grades 9 - 11 (English);
Grade 9 (Integrated 

Algebra) 
May 1 - 11   

NYSESLAT  
(R-W-L) Grades K – 12 May 4 - 15 Individual school-selected date 

E-PAL 2 (optional) Grade 2  May 11 - 29 

Optional assessment administered 
to Grade 2 students who mastered 

Level 5 on ECLAS-2 Reading 
Activity  

M
ay

 

E-PAL 3 (optional) Grade 3  May 11 - 29 Optional assessment available for all 
Grade 3 students 
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 Assessment/Test Grade(s) Date(s) Description 

Global Studies  
Accelerated Exam Grade 8 May 18 Eligible students 

3rd Grades 3-8  
ELA & Math ITA Grades 3 - 8 May 18 - 26   

Art  
Accelerated Exam Grade 8 May 19 Eligible students 

Music Accelerated 
Exam Grade 8 May 20 Eligible students 

Chinese  
Reading Test Grades 3 - 12 May 26 Eligible students 

ELE  
Spanish Reading 

Test 
Grades 3 - 12 May 27 Eligible students 

M
ay

-Ju
ne

 

Pre-Regents  
Comprehensive 

English & 
Integrated Algebra  

Predictive 
Assessment 

Students taking the 
corresponding Regents 
Exams in future years 

May 28 - June 23 High school students only  

NYS Social Studies 
Test Grade 8 June 2 & 3   

Pre-Regents  
Comprehensive 

English & 
Integrated Algebra  

Predictive 
Assessment 

Students taking the 
corresponding Regents 
Exams in future years 

June 8 - June 23 Grade 8 students only  

Grades 3-8 ELA & 
Math Spring 
Predictive 

Grades 3 - 8 June 8 - June 23   

Ju
ne

 

NYS Regents 
Examinations   

Grades 9 - 12  
(& eligible 8th graders) June 16 - 25   

 
Note: Three ITA administration windows will be offered next year. Schools that choose to administer ITAs 
are required to Administer at least 2 ITAs during any of the 3 administration windows.  Schools may also 
choose to administer 3 ITAs. 
 
* The Department of Education consulted with various groups from both the public and nonpublic sectors 
for the design of this testing calendar. A concerted effort has been made to avoid scheduling State 
examinations on days of religious observation. Because each of these tests has scheduled make-up dates, no 
student should miss out on the opportunity to participate in these tests should the initial test administration in 
any school take place on a day of religious observance.
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Periodic Assessments and the Quality Review 
Quality Reviews are designed to evaluate schools’ ability to use data to inform instruction. 
Periodic Assessments have been designed to support schools in building a culture of data-driven 
instruction and can help schools in meeting relevant Quality Review Criteria. For the 2008-2009 
school year, Quality Reviewers will be given the following information about each school they 
will review: 

• The specific set of Periodic Assessments selected by the school for each grade level in 
ELA and Math 

• A calendar of assessment windows and report availability dates for the selected 
assessments 

• Samples of the various types of reports that will be available to schools for each Periodic 
Assessment taken 

 
Periodic Assessments can support schools with meeting Quality Review criteria in the following 
ways: 

• Assessment reports enable schools to monitor student performance and progress. 
• Longitudinal reports enable schools to plan and set goals for accelerating the progress of 

each student. 
• Schools may review student progress during parent-teacher conferences to engage 

students’ families in achieving these goals. 
• Regular assessments enable schools to frequently and effectively evaluate progress toward 

goals throughout the year, and adjust and revise plans as needed. 
 
Periodic Assessments can particularly support schools in achieving the goals put forth in Quality 
Statements 1 and 5, which address schools’ ability to gather and analyze data on student learning, 
and to use data to monitor and revise goals around accelerating student achievement:  
 

Quality Statement 1 
(QS1) 

Gather Data:  
School leaders and faculty consistently gather and 

generate data and use it to understand what each student 
knows and is able to do, and to monitor the student’s 

progress over time. 

Quality Statement 2 
(QS2) 

Monitor and Revise:  
The school has structures for monitoring and evaluating 

each student’s progress throughout the year and for 
flexibly adapting plans and practices to meet its goals for 

accelerating learning. 
 
Please check our Web site throughout the school year for more information. Details around 
specific alignments between Periodic Assessments and Quality Review criteria will be available 
later this spring, once the Quality Review statements are updated for the 2008-2009 school year.  
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Making Your 2008-2009 Periodic Assessment Selections 
Beginning May 28th, 2008, you will have access to the new online Periodic Assessment Selection 
Tool. The link to this system will be available in the May 27th Principal’s Weekly, on the Periodic 
Assessment Web site, and in a special announcement e-mail to school Principals. 

 
Key Dates 

Periodic Assessment 
Selection Window Opens 

May 28, 2008 

Design Your Own (DYO)  
Applications Due 

June 5, 2008 

mCLASS  
Renewal Applications Due 

June 13, 2008 

Periodic Assessment  
Selections Due 

June 13, 2008 

 
Selection Support  
Periodic Assessment Information Sessions 
The Periodic Assessment Team will be hosting Information Sessions at the Integrated Service 
Centers in all five boroughs. Each school may send up to two representatives to these sessions. 

Each Information Session will include the following: 

• An overview of Periodic Assessments  
• Information about improvements to the program for the 2008-2009 school year  
• Descriptions of Periodic Assessment offerings and selection options  
• Factors to consider when selecting a combination of assessments  
• An overview of the selection process 
• Communication plans for the 2008-2009 school year 

To register for a session, please visit www.regonline.com/infosession. 
 

SAF and Network Leader Support 
Your SAF and Network Leader have received training on the Periodic Assessment program and 
selection process for 2008-2009.  They will also be available to assist you in planning your year-
long Periodic Assessment strategy.  
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Periodic Assessment Educator Selection Support Line 
During the selection window, the Periodic Assessment Team will be available through the 
Selection Support Hotline to answer any questions you may have about selecting your Periodic 
Assessments for 2008-2009.  Extra staff will be available to take your calls to the Periodic 
Assessment Support Line (212-374-5162) from Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
and 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM, during the selection window of May 28 - June 13.  If you call outside of 
these hours, you may leave a message and someone from the Periodic Assessment Team will 
return your call within 24 hours.  In addition, you can contact us at any time at 
periodicassessment@schools.nyc.gov with questions pertaining to the 2008-2009 programs or 
selection process.   

 

Key Decisions 
The following grade-level-specific sections of this guide provide detailed information on the 
selection process. Please refer to these sections as you make your selections on the online 
Periodic Assessment Selection Tool. 
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Periodic Assessments for 
Grades K-2 
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Highlights of this Section: 
In this section, you will find the following information related to grades K-2. 
 

Program Expectations…………………………………… page 14 
Portfolio of Periodic Assessment Tools……………… page 14 

• DOE-Provided Tools 
• Approved Alternatives 
• Design Your Own 

Step-by-Step Guide for Making Your Selection.. …… page 20 
• Step 1: Choose your assessment combination 
• Step 2: Choose specific versions of your assessments for 

each administration window 
• Step 3: Order materials 
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K-2 Periodic Assessment Program Expectations 
For the 2008-2009 school year, schools serving students in grades K through 2 will administer at 
least two assessments in literacy.  

 

Portfolio of K-2 Periodic Assessment Tools  
DOE-Provided Options   
The following Periodic Assessments and tools are available for schools serving students in grades 
K-2: 

 

ECLAS-2 and E-PAL  
What assessments are available? 
ECLAS-2 tracks students’ development of early literacy knowledge and skills.  The assessments 
are designed to pinpoint for educators the areas in which children are making progress and the 
areas in which children need further instruction. The ECLAS-2 kit is grounded in nationally-
recognized end-of-year benchmarks that every child should meet in kindergarten and grades 1, 2, 
and 3.  These research-based benchmarks also reflect New York State literacy standards.     

When are they administered? 
ECLAS-2 is administered in grades 1-3 in the fall, in kindergarten in the winter, and in grades 1-3 
in the spring. E-PAL is an optional assessment available to 2nd graders who have mastered Level 
5 in ECLAS-2 reading comprehension as well as to all 3rd graders. Please refer to the table below 
for specific administration dates. 

Assessment Administration Window 

ECLAS-2 fall administration 

 (grades 1-3) 
September 2 – October 31 

ECLAS-2 administration  

(kindergarten) 
January 5 – February 13 

ECLAS-2 spring administration  

(grades 1-3) 
April 20 – May 29 

E-PAL administration* May 11 – May 29 

*Schools selecting the ECLAS-2/E-PAL option may choose to administer E-PAL to some or all 
of their students. 
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How are data collected and reported? 
After each administration of ECLAS-2 and E-PAL, schools fill in and return scan documents that 
are then uploaded into a reporting site. This site allows educators to view overall assessment 
results at the school, grade, class, and student levels. 

 
mCLASS K-2 Assessments 
What assessments are available? 
Schools that participated in the mCLASS pilot program in 2007-2008 may apply to continue 
receiving DOE support for their participation in the mCLASS program for 2008-2009. Wireless 
Generation’s mCLASS program offers handheld computers that teachers use to administer a 
variety of reading assessments, such as ECLAS-2, DIBELS, and Reading 3D. These assessments 
provide screening, diagnostic and/or progress monitoring information to help measure students’ 
literacy development.  

ECLAS-2: Wireless Generation’s mCLASS program allows educators to administer the content 
of traditional paper/pencil ECLAS-2 assessments on Palm handheld computers. The ECLAS-2 
handheld application and Web reports provide an efficient way to administer the assessment, 
view results, and make use of the data immediately. 

DIBELS: The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) assessment offers 
standardized, individually administered measures of early literacy and provides educators with 
cut points and goals that have a high predictive validity. DIBELS aims to develop children 
performing below benchmark to on-grade-level readers via continuous progress monitoring. Clear 
DIBELS assessment goals provide a target for intervention. 

Reading 3D: mCLASS Reading 3D is a balanced literacy assessment that provides strong 
predictive validity and a focus on authentic literature and comprehension. This assessment 
combines the screening and progress monitoring of DIBELS with Text Reading and 
Comprehension (running records) assessments. Reading 3D may be used to assign guided reading 
levels to students. 

When are they administered? 
mCLASS Assessments should be administered during the following benchmark windows: 

Assessment Administration Window 

mCLASS beginning-of-the-year assessment September 2 – October 31 

mCLASS middle-of-the-year assessment January 5 – February 15 

mCLASS end-of-the-year assessment May 1 – June 13 

During each of these benchmark windows (beginning, middle, and end of year) schools should 
administer the assessments specified in their specific mCLASS package. 
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How are data collected and reported? 
Wireless Generation’s mCLASS allows teachers to record results from one-on-one observational 
assessments such as ECLAS-2, DIBELS, and Reading 3D on a Palm handheld computer, then 
synchronize data to a secure Web site where results are available instantly. From the secure site 
teachers and administrators can view reports at the student, class, and school levels, including 
item-level details. The progress monitoring module provides clear graphs that alert teachers 
immediately when a student falls below progress goals. To see sample mCLASS reports, please 
refer to page 63 of this guide. 

What funding is available? 
To receive full funding for participation in 2008-2009, schools will need to meet specific 
assessment and professional development expectations. 

• Assessment Expectations: Schools must administer Reading 3D or ECLAS-2 and 
DIBELS assessments during the required windows listed above. The mCLASS 
application describes specific assessment requirements for each package. 

• Professional Development Expectations: Schools participating in the mCLASS program 
in 2008-2009 will be expected to utilize their allotted Data Consultation sessions. The 
mCLASS program application will ask how your school plans to use your Data 
Consultation sessions. Schools in year 3 of the program will receive one Data 
Consultation session. Schools in year 2 of the program will receive two Data Consultation 
sessions. 

How do I apply? 
Schools that participated in the program in 2007-2008 may apply to continue receiving DOE 
support for their participation in the mCLASS program for 2008-2009. The mCLASS program 
application is a short, one-page questionnaire; details regarding the application process are 
available on the Periodic Assessment Web site at 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/PeriodicAssessments/mCLASS. 
Applications should be submitted to periodicassessment@schools.nyc.gov by June 13, 2008.   

 

Approved K-2 Alternatives 
The following Periodic Assessments are approved alternatives to ECLAS-2/EPAL for schools 
serving students in grades K through 2: 

• Teachers College Reading and Writing Project (TCRWP) K-2 Assessments 
• K-2 Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 
• K-2 Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) 

If you choose to administer one of these alternative assessments, you are no longer required to 
administer the ECLAS-2 assessments. However, schools have the option to continue 
administering ECLAS-2 and/or E-PAL to some or all of their students. 

Details on these approved alternatives are below.  
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Teachers College Reading and Writing Project (TCRWP) K-2 
Assessments  
What assessments are available? 
The Teachers College Reading and Writing Project K-2 assessments, which include running 
records and comprehension questions, allow teachers to channel children towards toward texts at 
productive instructional and independent reading levels, and to monitor students’ growing 
abilities to read with fluency, accuracy and comprehension. Additional tools include a spelling 
inventory, an abbreviated concept-of-print assessment for emergent readers, a letter-sound 
identification assessment, and an assessment of sight vocabulary. 

• Please note: TCRWP assessments are available to schools regardless of whether they are 
officially linked to TCRWP outside of the Periodic Assessment program.  

When are they administered? 
Schools that choose to administer the TCRWP K-2 assessments in lieu of ECLAS-2 should 
administer the TCRWP assessments during the ECLAS-2 assessment windows listed below. 
TCRWP also recommends that kindergarten teachers administer a concept-of-print and letter 
identification assessment at the start of kindergarten.  

Assessment Administration Window 

TCRWP fall administration  September 2 – October 31 

TCRWP winter administration January 5 – February 13 

TCRWP spring administration April 20 – May 29 

 

How are data collected and reported? 
Schools will be expected to both capture the results of the TCRWP K-2 Assessments, with help 
from a new data analysis software package that TCRWP is currently developing, and to share 
students’ results with families, teachers, and TCRWP (without student names). The data analysis 
software will not only help schools track student progress, illustrating that progress in charts and 
graphs, but will also help educators group students according to early indications of possible 
needs. If you choose to administer TCRWP K-2 assessments, you will be asked to utilize TCRWP 
data collection methods and share this information with your Quality Reviewer. 

What funding is available? 
Schools that do not wish to continue receiving ECLAS-2 materials will receive a disbursement of 
approximately $750 to help defray the cost of the TCRWP assessment materials. Specific funding 
amounts will be determined by the number of schools selecting this option. 
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K-2 Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 
What assessments are available? 
Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessments are an approved alternative for schools serving 
students in grades K-2. Schools selecting this option may continue to administer ECLAS-2 in 
addition to their chosen assessment to some or all of their students. Schools that would like to 
administer Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessments in lieu of ECLAS-2 may do so as long as 
they are assessing students at least twice per year.  

* Please note: Schools that wish to use Fountas and Pinnell in place of the ELA ITAs with 
students in grades 3-8 should apply to do so through the DYO option, below. 

How are data collected and reported? 
If you choose to administer Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessments, you will be asked to 
utilize Fountas and Pinnell’s data collection methods and share this information with your Quality 
Reviewer. 

What funding is available? 
Schools that do not wish to continue receiving ECLAS-2 materials will receive a disbursement of 
approximately $750 to help defray the cost of the Fountas and Pinnell assessment materials, 
which are available for purchase through FAMIS. Specific funding amounts will be determined 
by the number of schools selecting this option. 

 

K-2 Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) 
What assessments are available? 
DRA is an approved alternative for schools serving students in grades K-2. Schools selecting this 
option may continue to administer ECLAS-2 in addition to their chosen assessment to some or all 
of their students. Schools that would like to administer DRA in lieu of ECLAS-2 may do so as 
long as they are assessing students at least twice per year.  

* Please note: Schools that wish to use DRA in place of the ELA ITAs with students in grades 3-8 
should apply to do so through the DYO option below. 

How are data collected and reported? 
If you choose to administer DRA, you will be asked to utilize DRA’s data collection methods and 
share this information with your Quality Reviewer. 

What funding is available? 

Schools that do not wish to continue receiving ECLAS-2 materials will receive a disbursement of 
approximately $750 to help defray the cost of the DRA materials, which are available for 
purchase through FAMIS. Specific funding amounts will be determined by the number of schools 
selecting this option. 
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Design Your Own (DYO) Assessments 
What assessments are available? 
Schools that determine that the available assessment options do not meet their needs may apply to 
design their own Periodic Assessments in literacy. Schools selecting this option may continue to 
administer ECLAS-2 in addition to their DYO to some or all of their students. Schools that would 
like to administer DYO in lieu of ECLAS-2 must assess K-2 students in literacy at least twice per 
year.  

When are they administered? 
Schools may administer DYO literacy assessments any time during the school year.  

How are data captured? 
Results from DYO assessments must be quantifiable in such a way that they can be captured on a 
spreadsheet template or format that facilitates tracking progress over time.  

What funding is available? 
Schools that do not wish to continue receiving ECLAS-2 materials will receive a disbursement of 
approximately $750 to support the DYO design and implementation process. Specific funding 
amounts will be determined by the number of schools selecting this option. 

How do I apply? 
New and renewal DYO applications will appear on the Periodic Assessment Web site on May 13, 
2008, with a link and announcement in the May 13 Principals’ Weekly. Applications should be 
submitted to the Office of Accountability via e-mail at dyo@schools.nyc.gov by June 5, 2008. 
Applicants will receive notification by June 13. It is recommended that due to the significant 
undertaking of developing quality assessments across multiple grades, schools should partner 
with other schools and engage external partners in this design process. 
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Step-by-Step Guide for Making Your Selection  
Step 1: Choose your assessment combination 
Using the online Selection Tool, schools will choose which combination of assessments they 
would like to administer during the 2008-2009 school year for their overall school population. 
The following combinations are available for schools serving students in grades K-2: 

• ECLAS-2 and E-PAL 
• mCLASS (continuation in program) 
• Approved Alternatives 
• DYO 

 

Step 2: Choose specific versions of your assessments  
ECLAS-2 and E-PAL 
Schools that plan to administer ECLAS-2 and E-PAL to fulfill their K-2 literacy assessment 
requirement do not need to choose specific assessments on the online Periodic Assessment 
Selection Tool. 

Schools that select an approved alternative or apply to design their own K-2 assessments may 
choose to administer ECLAS-2 in addition to their chosen assessment as a diagnostic tool to 
identify students for Passport and/or other intervention services.  During the Periodic Assessment 
selection process, you will be asked if you would like to continue receiving ECLAS-2 materials 
in addition to an approved alternative or DYO assessment.  

mCLASS Program  
Schools applying to continue in the mCLASS Program will need to choose a specific package of 
available assessments. The following packages are available and funded by the DOE: 

• Reading 3D (including DIBELS) 

• ECLAS-2 and DIBELS  
Schools that would like to continue to use only ECLAS-2 may purchase subscriptions through 
FAMIS at $12 per student.  All materials, including the palm pilots, may continue to be used.  

Schools applying to continue with the mCLASS program should review new program 
requirements in the mCLASS Renewal Application, which is available on the Periodic 
Assessment Web site: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/PeriodicAssessments/mCLASS. 

Approved Alternatives 
Schools may choose one of the approved alternative assessments in literacy for grades K-2: 

• Teachers College Reading and Writing Project (TCRWP) K-2 Assessments 
• Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 
• Developmental Reading System (DRA) 
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Using the online Periodic Assessment Selection Tool, schools will indicate whether they plan to 
continue administering ECLAS-2 in addition to one of the approved K-2 alternatives.  

DYO 
Using the online Periodic Assessment Selection Tool, schools will indicate whether they plan to 
continue administering ECLAS-2 in addition to their DYO assessments.  

 
Step 3: Order Materials 
ECLAS-2 
Using the online Periodic Assessment Selection Tool, schools may order the following ECLAS-2 
replenishment materials: 

• Consumable materials (student folders and checklists) for incoming kindergarten 
students and anticipated new admits only 

• Sets of books to replace lost or damaged readers  
• ECLAS-2 kits for new classes with more than 15 students 

Please note that any class with fewer than 15 students must share an ECLAS-2 kit with another 
class.  Each kit includes materials for student assessment, including checklists, folders, puppets, 
and books. Replacement puppets may be ordered through your Assessment Implementation 
Director. 

Schools that plan to use ECLAS-2 in addition to an approved alternative or DYO assessments 
will also need to order ECLAS-2 replenishment materials using the online Selection Tool. 

E-PAL 
E-PAL materials will be ordered through the online Periodic Assessment Selection Tool in 
January 2009. Since E-PAL is optional, only schools that choose to administer the assessment 
will need to place an order. You may order assessments for 2nd and/or 3rd grade students. More 
details will be available in Principals’ Weekly and on the Periodic Assessment Web site before 
the ordering window begins in January. 

Approved Alternatives 

• TCRWP K-2 Assessments: Schools choosing TCRWP K-2 assessments will need to 
purchase a set of leveled picture books, one for each level A-J, for K-2 teachers. These are 
available at reduced costs from Scholastic or from Lee and Low. TCRWP’s Web site 
provides ordering information: http://rwproject.tc.columbia.edu. 

• K-2 Fountas and Pinnell: Schools may order the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark 
Assessment System through FAMIS. The item number for the assessment kit is 
901017787. For additional materials, the vendor code is BAU046000 and the contract 
number is 7000141. Please call 718-935-4444 with FAMIS ordering questions. 

• K-2 DRA: Schools may order DRA materials through FAMIS. The item number for the 
Assessment Kit is 428405290. For additional DRA materials, the vendor code is 
MOD015000 and the contract number is 7000341. Please call 718-935-4444 with FAMIS 
ordering questions. 
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If you plan to use ECLAS-2 and/or E-PAL in addition to an approved alternative, please refer to 
the corresponding section above for details on ordering materials.  

DYO 
If you plan to use ECLAS-2 and/or E-PAL in addition to your DYO assessments, please refer to 
the corresponding section above for details on ordering materials.  
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Periodic Assessments for 
Grades 3-8 

 



Periodic Assessment Guide 
2008-2009          
 

 24

Highlights of this Section: 
In this section, you will find the following information related to grades 3-8. 
 

Program Expectations……………………………... …… page 25 
Portfolio of Periodic Assessment Tools……………… page 25 
Step-by-Step Guide for Making Your Selection.. …….page 30 

• Step 1: Choose your assessment combination 
• Step 2: Choose specific versions of your assessments for 

each administration window 
• Step 3: Make administration and scoring decisions 
• Step 4: Order materials 
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3-8 Periodic Assessment Program Expectations 
For the 2008-2009 school year, schools serving students in grades 3 through 8 will administer at 
least four Periodic Assessments in ELA and four Periodic Assessments in Math. 

 

Portfolio of 3-8 Periodic Assessment Tools:  
The following Periodic Assessments and tools are available for schools serving students in grades 
3-8:  

 

Performance Series 
What assessments are available? 
Scantron’s Performance Series assessments, administered online only, analyze each student’s 
individual responses to questions and adapt in difficulty to zero in on the student’s current 
instructional level in Reading, Language or Math, independent of enrolled grade level. These 
Computer-Adaptive Assessments are especially relevant for addressing the needs of students who 
are performing two or more years below or above grade level, including Special Education 
students. Performance Series tools are available to EVERY student in EVERY City school, 
regardless of the combination of assessments a school chooses. 

When are they administered? 
There are no pre-set administration windows for the Performance Series assessments. They are 
designed to be administered up to three times each year per student, with each administration 
spaced at least twelve weeks apart in order to allow enough time to elapse for significant 
instruction in the content area to take place.  

What other tools are available?  
Performance Series allows educators to target areas of instruction based on an individual 
student’s demonstrated strengths and weaknesses.  Performance Series includes a database of 
instructional resources that can be used to create customized study guides and quizzes on targeted 
skills. These resources can be found in the Skills Connection section of Performance Series. 

How are data collected and reported? 

Performance Series’ online reports display a student’s or class’s current ability level and chart 
students’ academic growth across assessment administrations. Reports identify specific skills that 
students have already attained and suggest future learning objectives. Reports include a scaled 
score, which is also translated into probable performance on all grade-level items. Reports also 
provide longitudinal data and display students’ performance against the National Percentile 
Ranking. To see sample Performance Series reports, please refer to page 58 of this guide. 

 

. 
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Acuity  
What assessments are available? 
Acuity Predictive Assessments simulate New York State tests and measure student growth 
longitudinally, within and across school years. They are offered twice per year in ELA and Math 
for students in grades 3-8. 

Acuity Instructionally Targeted Assessments (ITAs) were designed with NYC educators to 
measure skills commonly taught within a specific instructional period. For the 2008-2009 school 
year, three categories of ITAs are available: 

• Sequential ITAs match the pacing and emphasis of commonly-used instructional 
approaches throughout the City.  

• Genre-Based ITAs assess comprehension skills through sets of genre-specific texts. 

• Customized ITAs may be created by schools using the Acuity item bank. Schools may 
edit the pre-designed Sequential and Genre-Based ITAs to better meet their students’ 
needs or use the Item Bank to create their own ITAs from scratch. 

 

When are they administered? 
Predictive Assessments are administered twice per year in ELA and Math for students in grades 
3-8. The first Predictives measure students’ readiness for the State tests in ELA and Math. 
Administered 8-10 weeks before the corresponding New York State test, the Predictives help 
schools target more intensive instruction and resources to help students succeed on the State tests. 
The second Predictives, administered in June, measure student growth provide data on incoming 
students for educators at the start of the following school year. For 2008-2009, the grades 3-8 
Predictive Assessment windows are as follows: 

• ELA Predictive Window 1:   October 17 – 24 

• Math Predictive Window 1:   December 11 – 19 

• ELA & Math Predictive Window 2:  June 8 - 23 

ITAs may be administered two or three times per year in ELA and Math. There are three 
available ITA windows for the 2008-2009 school year: 

• ITA Window 1:    November 12 - 21 

• ITA Window 2:    March 30 – April 6 

• ITA Window 3:    May 18 – 26 

Sequential ITAs (ELA and Math) are available only during the first two ITA windows. Genre-
based (ELA only) and/or Customized ITAs (ELA and Math) may be administered in any or all 
three of the windows above. All ITAs will also be available on the Acuity Web site for schools to 
edit, print locally and/or administer online in between official administration windows. 
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What other tools are available?  
The Acuity item bank is available to all schools that choose to administer any Acuity 
assessments. The item bank offers nearly 30,000 items in ELA (for grades 3-11) and Math (for 
grades 3-9). The entire bank may be used by educators at any time to build customized tests and 
assignments for students at any grade level.  

Acuity’s instructional resources are also available to all schools that choose Acuity assessments. 
These resources walk students through a targeted lesson, allow them to practice new skills 
through structured activities, and then prompt students to demonstrate learning on their own. 
Educators can assign instructional resources to students, then monitor their completion and skill 
mastery in Acuity. Instructional resources are currently available online; next year, they will also 
be printable for paper/pencil administration. Instructional resources may be assigned directly 
from Acuity reports in particular skill areas. Next year, as requested by many educators, Acuity 
will automatically assign instructional resources to students based on areas of need identified by 
their assessment results. Acuity currently has instructional resources in grades 3-8 in both ELA 
and Math, and in Integrated Algebra. Below-grade-level instructional resources may be assigned 
to high school students who are struggling with developmental skills.  

How are data collected and reported? 
School administrators and teachers at schools using Acuity can view a wide range of reports 
online. These reports allow schools to see assessment results at the student, customized group 
(such as Inquiry Team target population), class, or school level. Educators can view students’ 
overall percent correct on an assessment as well as results by individual performance indicator. 
Next year, Predictive Assessment Reports will also display scaled scores and predicted State 
Performance Levels. Acuity reports allow educators to drill down to an individual assessment 
question and view results of assessments by AYP subgroups. The reports also provide a rationale 
for why students may have chosen a particular incorrect answer choice. Educators can use Acuity 
reports to view student performance across multiple assessments in a given year as well as 
analyze student results longitudinally across school years. Reports highlight students’ strengths 
and weaknesses and assign online instructional resources in identified areas of need. To see 
sample Acuity reports, including new reports that will be available for the 2008-2009 school year, 
please refer to page 52 of this guide. 

 

Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 3-8 
Assessments 
What assessments are available? 

All schools serving students in grades 3-8 may choose a Periodic Assessment combination in 
ELA that includes Acuity Predictive Assessments and assessments from the Teachers College 
Reading and Writing Project (TCRWP). This option is available to all schools, regardless of 
whether they are currently working with TCRWP in another capacity.  

TCRWP 3-8 Assessments are designed to help educators track students’ ability to read 
increasingly difficult texts with fluency, accuracy, and comprehension. The goal of these 
assessments is to facilitate teachers’ ability to channel students toward texts at productive 
instructional and independent reading levels, and to guide instructional decision-making 
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throughout the year. The TCRWP 3-8 Assessments for the 2008-2009 school year have been 
revised in important ways, including the addition of an instrument for assessing progress in non-
fiction reading, a spelling inventory that tracks spelling and phonics development, and new 
software allowing schools to track student progress over time and integrate data from these 
reading assessments with data from ARIS, in order to facilitate the analysis of important patterns 
and trends. More information about the TCRWP 3-8 Assessments is available at the TCRWP 
Web site: http://rwproject.tc.columbia.edu 

When are they administered? 
TCRWP 3-8 Assessments are administered at least 3 times per school year. They should be given 
during the three weeks leading up to each parent-teacher conference (fall and spring), and in June 
during the three weeks prior to final report cards. TCRWP also strongly suggests that teachers 
assess their students in September. Schools that select this approach will also administer two 
Acuity ELA Predictive Assessments – one in October and one in June.  

How are data captured? 
Schools will be expected to capture the results of the TCRWP 3-8 Assessments electronically 
with help from a new data analysis software package that TCRWP is currently developing. 
Schools should also share students’ results with families, teachers, TCRWP (without names 
included), and the students themselves. Schools that select this option will receive more 
information regarding this new data analysis software package from TCRWP directly in mid-June 
2008, and there will be a training session during the last week of August for Data Specialists from 
participating schools. 

What other tools are available?  
Schools that choose to administer TCRWP Assessments in conjunction with Acuity Predictive 
Assessments will have access to the full range of Acuity tools, including the item bank and 
instructional resources, as well as TCRWP support materials.  

What funding is available? 
Schools that choose the Predictive/TCRWP blend of assessments will receive a funding allocation 
of $1,200 from the DOE to defray the cost of materials. Schools should plan to devote at least as 
much of their own resources to these assessments as well. 

 
English Language Learner (ELL) Assessments 
What assessments are available? 
ELL Periodic Assessments, available to ALL City schools with students who are English 
Language Learners, are designed to provide educators with detailed information about their 
students’ strengths and weaknesses in English language development and serve as a resource to 
help plan individual and group instruction. ELL assessments are aligned with New York State 
English as a Second Language (ESL) standards and New York State English Language Arts 
standards. Currently, the Periodic Assessment Team is working to improve the assessments 
available for English Language Learners. More detailed information about the optional ELL 
Periodic Assessments will be available in the fall. 
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When are they administered? 
Periodic Assessments for English Language Learners are optional assessments that may be 
administered twice per year to ELL students in addition to or in lieu of an ELA Periodic 
Assessment (e.g., an ELA ITA or a TCRWP 3-8 Assessment).  

 
Design Your Own (DYO) Assessments 
What assessments are available? 
Schools that determine that the available assessment options do not meet their needs may apply to 
design their own Periodic Assessments in ELA and/or Math. DYO assessments may be used 
either in combination with or in place of DOE-provided assessment options.  

When are they administered? 
Schools may administer DYO assessments in ELA and/or Math any time during the school year.  

How are data captured? 
Results from DYO assessments must be quantifiable in such a way that they can be captured on a 
spreadsheet template or format that facilitates tracking progress over time.  

What other tools are available? 
Schools that apply and are approved to administer DYO assessments in conjunction with Acuity 
Predictive Assessments will have access to the full range of Acuity tools, including the item bank 
and instructional resources.  

What funding is available? 
A pool of funding will be allocated to support DYO schools. Schools will receive up to $2,250 
per subject (ELA and Math), and potentially less depending upon the number of approved 
applicants. Approved DYO schools should plan to supplement the provided funding allocation 
with their own professional development and other funds to ensure that this work is adequately 
supported.  

How do I apply? 
New and renewal DYO applications will appear on the Periodic Assessment Web site on May 13, 
2008, with a link and announcement in the May 13 Principals’ Weekly. Applications should be 
submitted to the Office of Accountability via e-mail at dyo@schools.nyc.gov by June 5, 2008. 
Schools applying to combine DYO Periodic Assessments with other DOE-provided assessments 
must demonstrate in their application that DYO assessments will provide formative, 
instructionally valuable feedback. Schools applying for the All DYO option must additionally 
demonstrate that DYO assessments will provide schools with both an early indicator of student 
performance on New York State standards, including those assessed on state tests, and 
longitudinal measures of student growth. Schools may apply to design their own assessments in 
one or both subject areas (ELA and/or Math). Applicants will receive notification by June 13. It is 
recommended that due to the significant undertaking of developing quality assessments across 
multiple grades, schools should partner with other schools and engage external partners in this 
design process. 
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Step-by-Step Guide for Making Your Selection  
Step 1: Choose your assessment combination 
Using the online Selection Tool, schools will choose the combination of assessments they would 
like to administer during the 2008-2009 school year for their overall school population. The 
following combinations are available for schools serving students in grades 3-8: 

• 2 Predictive Assessments & 2-3 ITAs 

• 2 Predictive Assessments & 2 Performance Series Computer-Adaptive Assessments 

• 2 Predictive Assessments & 3 TCRWP Assessments (available in ELA only) 

• 2 Predictive Assessments & DYO Assessments 

• 2 Performance Series & DYO Assessments 

• All DYO Assessments 

Please Note: Schools should make selections for their overall school population. However, 
selections can be differentiated for special populations. Performance Series and ELL assessments 
may be used as a complement to your chosen assessment combination or as a substitute for a 
chosen targeted population.   
 

Step 2: Choose specific versions of your assessments for 
each window 
Predictive Assessment Versions 
If you decide to administer Acuity Predictive Assessments, you will need to choose the version 
you would like to administer. The following versions of the ELA and Math Grades 3-8 Predictive 
Assessments are available: 

Assessment Versions Available Administration Windows 
Multiple Choice Only 

1st ELA Predictive Multiple Choice + Constructed 
Response 

October 17 – 24 

Multiple Choice Only 
1st Math Predictive Multiple Choice + Constructed 

Response 
December 11 – 19 

2nd ELA & Math Predictive Multiple Choice Only June 8 – 23 
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ITA Versions 
If you choose to administer Acuity ITAs, you will need to choose the version you plan to 
administer for each administration window. There are three categories of ITAs available: 

• Sequential ITAs 

• Genre-Based ITAs (ELA only) 

• Customized ITAs 

 
Sequential ITAs 
Sequential ITAs are available at each grade level for ELA and Math; they were developed to 
align with the instructional approaches widely used across the City.  Each sequential ITA consists 
of 21-30 multiple-choice questions and is designed for administration during a 45-minute class 
period.  

The official administration windows for Sequential ITAs are November 12 – 21 and March 30 – 
April 6.  For these administration windows, CTB/McGraw-Hill will deliver assessment materials 
and pick up and score your completed answer sheets at no cost to your school.  

Although Sequential ITAs were designed to be given at specific times during the school year 
(based on instructional pacing and students’ levels of skill development), Sequential ITAs are 
available online to all Acuity schools throughout the year and may be administered online or 
printed and scanned locally between administration windows. 

 
The following Sequential ITAs are available in ELA at each grade level: 

• ELA ITA A: Comprehensive Red Binder is based on the Comprehensive Balanced 
Literacy instructional approach, as outlined in the New York City Red Binder.  

• ELA ITA B: Reading Workshop Model was developed in collaboration with educators 
who use a Teachers College Reading and Writing Workshop instructional approach as 
well as other Balanced Literacy workshop approaches.   

• ELA ITA C: School-Based Curriculum Map is based on pacing guides developed for 
and by schools geographically located in the former Region 2.    

• ELA ITA D: Traditional Interim Assessments is based on pacing guides that influenced 
interim assessments administered across New York City during the previous three school 
years. 
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The following Sequential ITAs are available in Math for grades 3-8: 

Grades 3-8 Sequential Math ITA 
Grade 3 Grade 4  Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
Everyday 

Math 
Everyday 

Math 
Everyday 

Math       

TERC TERC TERC       

MacMillan MacMillan MacMillan MacMillan     

      Impact Math Impact Math Impact Math 

      CMP CMP CMP 

          Accelerated 
Math 
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Genre-Based  ITAs (ELA only) 
We are creating new Genre-Based ITAs for the 2008-2009 school year, based on educator 
feedback. There will be four Genre-Based ITAs available at each grade level (3-8): two narrative-
text ITAs and two informational-text ITAs. The complexity of the texts and skills assessed in 
both narrative and informational genres increases between the first and second assessments (see 
table below). Any of these Genre-Based ITAs may be administered during any of the Grades 3-8 
ITA administration windows (November 12 – 21, March 30 – April 6, and/or May 18 – 26). 
Additionally, these ITAs will be available online starting in late fall if schools wish to use them 
between assessment windows for editing, online administration, and/or local printing and scoring. 
Blueprints of these Genre-Based ITAs will be available in the Additional Help section of Acuity 
at the start of the selection window. 
 
The following Genre-Based ITAs will be available in Grades 3-8: 
 

Grades 3-8 Genre-Based ITAs 
  Grade 3 Grade 4  Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

N
ar

ra
tiv

e 
T

ex
t 1

 

Fairytales  
&  

Fables 

Tales  
& 

Historical 
Fiction 

Tall Tales  
&  

Realistic 
Fiction 

Realistic 
Fiction, Plays, 

&  
Poems 

Biographies  
& 

Myths 

Science 
Fiction  

&  
Fantasy 

N
ar

ra
tiv

e 
T

ex
t 2

 Fantasy  
&  

Humorous 
Stories 

Legends  
&  

Mysteries 

Folktales, 
Survival 

Stories, &  
Adventure 

Humorous  
&  

Historical 
Fiction 

Realistic 
Fiction Poetry 

In
fo

rm
at

io
na

l 
T

ex
t 1

 

Informational 
Texts 

Informational 
Texts 

Informational 
Texts 

Informational 
Texts 

Historical 
Accounts  

&  
Research-

Based Reports 

Historical 
Documents  

&  
Procedural 

Texts 

In
fo

rm
at

io
na

l 
T

ex
t 2

 Nonfiction 
Reports 

 &  
Letters 

Biography  
&  

Essays 

Feature 
Articles, 

Persuasive 
Writing,  

& 
 Personal 
Essays 

Comparative 
&  

Persuasive 
Essays 

Functional 
Texts 

Essays, 
Speeches,  

&  
Memoirs 
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Customized ITAs 
In Acuity, customization is the process of tailoring a particular ITA to better align to your 
school’s instructional approach.  Customization can range from simply adding a single item from 
the item bank to an existing ITA to building a new ITA entirely from scratch using the item bank. 
If you would like CTB to print and deliver your Customized ITAs and pre-slugged answer sheets 
to your school, you will need to submit a PDF of each Customized ITA and a completed 
Customized ITA order form by the following dates: 

For this ITA administration window… Submit a PDF of your Customized ITA 
and completed order form by…  

November 12 – 21 September 19* 
March 30 – April 6 January 13 

May 18 – 26 March 17 
* Professional development will take place before the end of the current school year and over the 
summer to assist schools in developing Customized ITAs before the start of the 2008-2009 school 
year.  

 

Step 3: Make administration and scoring decisions 
Administration Decisions 
Schools that choose Acuity assessments will indicate in their online selection that they plan to 
administer the Acuity assessments online, using paper/pencil, or using a combination of both 
methods. Schools that choose to administer online only will NOT receive any paper/pencil Acuity 
assessment materials. Schools that choose to use a combination of online and paper/pencil 
administration will receive paper/pencil materials. If schools choose to administer assessments to 
some students online and to other students using paper/pencil, all results will still roll up into the 
same reports in Acuity. 

Scoring Decisions 
Schools that choose to administer Acuity assessments using paper/pencil may choose to scan and 
score answer sheets locally or have the answer sheets picked up by a courier and scored by 
CTB/McGraw-Hill (at no cost to the school).  

If you choose to administer assessments online or score answer sheets locally, reports will be 
available online within 24 hours. If you choose to have CTB/McGraw-Hill pick up and score your 
answer sheets, reports will be available online within 5 school days of the courier pick-up.   

 
Step 4: Order materials 
Schools serving students in grades 3-8 will automatically receive booklets and pre-slugged 
answer sheets for enrolled students, based on ATS class information. 

During the online selection process, schools will have the opportunity to indicate the quantities of 
Spanish, Large Print, and Braille Assessments needed for each assessment administration during 
the coming school year. 
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Periodic Assessments for 
High School 
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Highlights of this Section: 
In this section, you will find the following information related to high school: 
 

Program Expectations……………………………........... page 37  
Portfolio of Periodic Assessment Tools……………… page 37 
Step-by-Step Guide for Making Your Selection.. …….page 48 

• Step 1: Choose your assessment combination 
• Step 2: Choose specific versions of your assessments for 

each administration window 
• Step 3: Make administration and scoring decisions 
• Step 4: Order materials 
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High School Periodic Assessment Program 
Expectations 
For the 2008-2009 school year, schools serving students in grades 9-12 will administer three 
Periodic Assessments in English and Integrated Algebra to students who have not yet passed the 
corresponding Regents Exams. 

 

Portfolio of High School Periodic Assessment Tools   
The following Periodic Assessments and tools are available for schools serving students in grades 
9 and above:  

 

Performance Series 
What assessments are available? 
Scantron’s Performance Series assessments, administered online only, analyze each student’s 
individual responses to questions and adapt in difficulty to zero in on the student’s current 
instructional level in Reading, Language or Math, independent of enrolled grade level. These 
Computer-Adaptive Assessments are especially relevant for addressing the needs of students who 
are performing two or more years below or above grade level, including Special Education 
students. Performance Series tools are available to EVERY student in EVERY City school, 
regardless of the combination of assessments a school chooses. 

Performance Series assessments are recommended for students who are performing on grade 
level through grade 9, and for students in grades 10 and above whose skills are significantly 
below grade level. 

When are they administered? 
There are no pre-set administration windows for the Performance Series assessments. They are 
designed to be administered up to three times each year per student, with each administration 
spaced at least twelve weeks apart in order to allow enough time to elapse for significant 
instruction in the content area to take place.  

What other tools are available?  
Performance Series allows educators to target areas of instruction based on an individual 
student’s demonstrated strengths and weaknesses.  Performance Series includes a database of 
instructional resources that can be used to create customized study guides and quizzes on targeted 
skills. These resources can be found in the Skills Connection section of Performance Series. 

How are data collected and reported? 
Performance Series’ online reports display a student’s or class’s current ability level and chart 
students’ academic growth across assessment administrations. Reports identify specific skills that 
students have already attained and suggest future learning objectives. Reports include a scaled 
score, which is also translated into probable performance on all grade-level items. Reports also 
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provide longitudinal data and display students’ performance against the National Percentile 
Ranking. To see sample Performance Series reports, please refer to page 58 of this guide. 
 
Acuity  
What assessments are available? 
Acuity Predictive Assessments mirror the Comprehensive English and Integrated Algebra 
Regents Exams (though shorter) and provide robust, granular reports for educators. These 
assessments simulate and predict performance on New York State Regents Exams and measure 
student growth longitudinally from year to year. These assessments are administered once per 
year in English and Integrated Algebra to students who have not yet passed the corresponding 
Regents Exams. 

Acuity Instructionally Targeted Assessments (ITAs) were designed with NYC educators to 
measure skills commonly taught within a specific instructional period. For the 2008-2009 school 
year, schools may choose to administer pre-designed Sequential Integrated Algebra ITAs to 9th 
graders and/or English ITAs to 9th, 10th, and 11th graders. Schools may also customize their own 
ITAs in English or Integrated Algebra using the Acuity item bank.  

When are they administered? 
Predictive Assessments are administered once per year in English and Integrated Algebra. The 
timing of these Predictive Assessments is based on when students plan to take the corresponding 
Regents Exam. The table below shows which students should take Predictive Assessments during 
each administration window.  

Which assessment? When is it 
administered? Who takes it? 

Fall Regents-Year 
Predictive Assessment 

November 
12 – 21 

Students who will take the corresponding 
Regents Exam in January 2009 

 (typically 11th graders) 

Spring Regents-Year 
Predictive Assessment 

March 30 – 
April 6 

Students who will take the corresponding 
Regents Exam in June 2009 

(typically 11th graders) 

Pre-Regents Year 
Predictive Assessment June 8 – 23 

Students who will take the corresponding 
Regents Exam in future years  

(January or June 2010, 2011, or 2012) 
(typically 8th, 9th, & 10th graders) 

 

Instructionally Targeted Assessments (ITAs) may be administered two or three times per year 
in English and Integrated Algebra. There are three available high school ITA windows for the 
2008-2009 school year: 

• ITA Window 1:    October 27 – November 7 

• ITA Window 2:    February 27 – March 6 

• ITA Window 3:    May 1 - 11 
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Pre-designed and/or Customized ITAs may be administered in any one, two, or all three windows. 
During the ITA administration windows, CTB/McGraw-Hill will deliver assessment materials as 
well as pick up and score your completed answer sheets at no cost to your school. ITAs are also 
available online to all Acuity schools throughout the year and may be edited, administered online, 
and/or printed and scanned locally between administration windows. 

What other tools are available?  
The Acuity item bank is available to all schools that choose to administer any Acuity 
assessments. The item bank offers nearly 30,000 items in ELA (for grades 3-11) and Math (for 
grades 3-9). The entire bank may be used by educators at any time to build customized tests and 
assignments for students at any grade level.  

The Acuity instructional resources are also available in Integrated Algebra to all schools that 
choose Acuity assessments. These resources walk students through a targeted lesson, allow them 
to practice new skills through structured activities, and then prompt students to demonstrate 
learning on their own. Educators can assign instructional resources to students, then monitor their 
completion and skill mastery in Acuity. Instructional resources are currently available online; 
next year, they will also be printable for paper/pencil administration. Instructional resources may 
be assigned directly from Acuity reports in particular skill areas. Next year, as requested by many 
educators, Acuity will automatically assign instructional resources to students based on areas of 
need identified by their assessment results.  

How are data collected and reported? 
School administrators and teachers at schools using Acuity can view a wide range of reports 
online. These reports allow schools to see assessment results at the student, customized group 
(such as Inquiry Team target population), class, or school level. Educators can view students’ 
overall percent correct on an assessment as well as results by individual performance indicator. 
Acuity reports allow educators to drill down to an individual assessment question and view 
results of assessments by AYP subgroups. The reports also provide a rationale for why students 
may have chosen a particular incorrect answer choice. Educators can use Acuity reports to view 
student performance across multiple assessments in a given year as well as analyze student results 
longitudinally across school years.  Reports highlight students’ strengths and weaknesses and 
assign online instructional resources in identified areas of need.  Beginning next year, Predictive 
Assessment reports will predict how students will most likely perform on the upcoming Regents 
Exams.  To see sample Acuity reports, including new reports that will be available for the 2008-
2009 school year, please refer to page 52 of this guide. 
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ELL Assessments 
What assessments are available? 
The ELL Periodic Assessments are designed to provide teachers with detailed information about 
their students’ strengths and weaknesses in English Language Development and will serve as a 
resource to help plan individual and group instruction. The ELL assessments are aligned with 
New York State English as a Second Language (ESL) standards and New York State English 
Language Arts standards. Currently, the Periodic Assessment Team is working to improve the 
assessments for English Language Learners, including ELL assessments for high school students. 
More detailed information about the ELL Periodic Assessment Program will be available in the 
fall. 

When are they administered? 
The Periodic Assessments for English Language Learners are optional assessments that may be 
administered twice per year to ELL students in addition to or in lieu of an ELA Periodic 
Assessment (i.e. an ELA ITA).  
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Design Your Own (DYO) Assessments 
What assessments are available? 
Schools that determine that the available assessment options do not meet their needs may apply to 
design their own Periodic Assessments in English and/or Math. DYO assessments may be used 
either in combination with or in place of DOE-provided assessment options.  

When are they administered? 
Schools may administer DYO assessments in English and/or Math any time during the school 
year.  

How are data captured? 
Results from DYO assessments must be quantifiable in such a way that they can be captured on a 
spreadsheet template or format that facilitates tracking progress over time.  

What other tools are available? 
Schools that apply and are approved to administer DYO assessments in conjunction with Acuity 
Predictive Assessments will have access to the full range of Acuity tools, including the item bank 
and instructional resources.  

What funding is available? 
A pool of funding will be allocated to support DYO schools. Schools will receive up to $2,250 
per subject (English and Math), and potentially less depending upon the number of approved 
applicants. Approved DYO schools should plan to supplement the provided funding allocation 
with their own professional development and other funds to ensure that this work is adequately 
supported.  

How do I apply? 
New and renewal DYO applications will appear on the Periodic Assessment Web site on May 13, 
2008, with a link and announcement in the May 13 Principals’ Weekly. Applications should be 
submitted to the Office of Accountability via e-mail at dyo@schools.nyc.gov by June 5, 2008. 
Schools applying to combine DYO Periodic Assessments with other DOE-provided assessments 
must demonstrate in their application that DYO assessments will provide formative, 
instructionally valuable feedback. Schools applying for the All DYO option must additionally 
demonstrate that DYO assessments will provide schools with both an early indicator of student 
performance on New York State standards, including those assessed on state tests, and 
longitudinal measures of student growth. Schools may apply to design their own assessments in 
one or both subject areas (English and/or Math). Applicants will receive notification by June 13. 
It is recommended that due to the significant undertaking of developing quality assessments 
across multiple grades, schools should partner with other schools and engage external partners in 
this design process. 
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Step-by-Step Guide for Making Your Selection  
Step 1: Choose your assessment combination 
Using the online Selection Tool, schools will choose the combination of assessments they would 
like to administer during the 2008-2009 school year for their overall school population. The 
following combinations are available for schools serving students in grades 9 and up: 

• 1 Predictive Assessment & 2-3 ITAs 

• 1 Predictive Assessment & 2 Performance Series Computer-Adaptive Assessments 

• 3 Performance Series Assessments 

• 1 Predictive Assessment & DYO Assessments 

• Combination of Performance Series & DYO Assessments 

• All DYO Assessments 

Please Note: Schools should make selections for their overall school population. However, 
selections can be differentiated for special populations. Performance Series and ELL assessments 
may be used as a complement to your chosen assessment combination or as a substitute for a 
chosen targeted population.   

 

Step 2: Choose specific versions of your assessments for 
each window 
Regents-Year Predictive Assessment Versions 
If you choose to administer Regents-Year Predictive Assessments to students taking the 
corresponding Regents Exam(s) in January or June, you will need to choose the version of each 
Regents-Year Predictive Assessment you plan to administer.  
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The following Regents-Year Predictive Assessments are available in English: 

English Regents-Year Predictive Assessment Administration Options 

  Question Types Length & Number 
of Sessions 

Tasks (Aligned to 
Regents) 

Total Number of 
Items 

Informational 
Listening  

(6 MC items) 

Informational 
Reading  

(6 MC items)  
& Graphic  

(4 MC items) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Version 1: 
Multiple Choice 

ONLY 

Multiple Choice 
ONLY 

two class periods 
(one full class 

period and one 
30-minute 
session)  

OR  
three class 

periods (three 30-
minute sessions) 

OR  
one 70-minute 

session  

Prose Narrative  
(6 MC items)  

& Poem  
(4 MC Items) 

26 Multiple 
Choice Items 

  

Informational 
Reading  

(6 MC items)  
& Graphic  

(4 MC items);  
1 unified essay 

Version 2: 
Multiple Choice 

+ Essay, 
Abbreviated 

Version 

Multiple Choice + 
Essay 

two full class 
periods  

OR 
 one 85-minute 

session 
Prose Narrative  
(6 MC items)  

& Poem  
(4 MC items) 

20 Multiple 
Choice Items & 

One Essay 

Informational 
Listening  

(6 MC items) 

Informational 
Reading 

(6 MC items)  
& Graphic  

(4 MC items);  
1 unified essay 

Version 3: 
Multiple Choice 

+ Essays, 
Extended 
Version 

Multiple Choice + 
Essays 

four class periods 
(three full class 
periods and one  

30-minute 
session)  

OR  
two longer 

sessions (one 65-
minute session 

and one  
85-minute 
session) 

Prose Narrative  
(6 MC items)  

& Poem  
(4 MC items);  
1 unified essay 

26 Multiple 
Choice Items & 

Two Essays 

* Note: Class periods above are based on typical high school class lengths of 40 to 45 minutes. All 
session lengths factor in five minutes before and after administration for the distribution and collection 
of assessment materials.  
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The following Regents-Year Predictive Assessments are available in Integrated Algebra: 

Integrated Algebra Regents-Year Predictive Assessment Administration Options 

  Question Types  
(Aligned to Regents) 

Length &  
Number of Sessions Total Number of Items 

Version 1: 
Multiple Choice 

ONLY 
Multiple Choice Only one class period 24 Multiple Choice Items

Version 2: 
Multiple Choice +  

Open-Ended 

Multiple Choice + 
Two 2-Credit Open-Ended
Two 3-Credit Open-Ended
Two 4-Credit Open-Ended 

 
 

two class periods  
OR 

one 80-minute session  
 
 

20 Multiple Choice Items 
&  

6 Open-Ended Questions 

* Note: Class periods above are based on typical high school class lengths of 40 to 45 minutes. All 
session lengths factor in five minutes before and after administration for the distribution and collection of 
assessment materials.  

 

 



Periodic Assessment Guide 
2008-2009          
 

 45

Pre-Regents Predictive Assessment Versions 
Pre-Regents Predictive Assessments are available for students who are one, two, or three years 
away from taking the actual Regents Exams. You will need to choose the version of each Pre-
Regents Predictive Assessment you will administer to students taking the corresponding Regents 
Exam(s) in future years.  

The following Pre-Regents Predictive Assessment versions are available in English for students 
who will most likely take the Comprehensive English Regents Exam in 2010 and 2011 (typically 
9th and 10th graders): 

 
English Pre-Regents Predictive Assessment Administration Options  

for Students Taking the English Regents Exam in Calendar Year 2010 or 2011 

  Item Types 
Length & 

Number of 
Sessions 

Tasks (Aligned to 
Regents) 

Total Number of 
Items 

Informational 
Listening  

(6 MC items) 

Informational 
Reading  

(6 MC items)  
& Graphic  

(4 MC items) 

Version 1: 
Multiple Choice 

ONLY 

Multiple Choice 
ONLY 

Two full class 
periods  

(one full class 
period and one 30-

minute session)  
OR  

three class periods 
(three 30-minute 

sessions)  
OR  

one 70-minute 
session  

Prose Narrative  
(6 MC items)  

& Poem  
(4 MC items) 

26 Multiple Choice 
Items 

  

Informational 
Reading  

(6 MC items)  
& Graphic  

(4 MC items);  
1 unified essay 

Version 2: 
Multiple Choice + 

Essay, 
Abbreviated 

Version 

Multiple Choice + 
Essay 

Two full class 
periods  

OR 
 one 85-minute 

session 
Prose Narrative  
(6 MC items)  

& Poem  
(4 MC Items) 

20 Multiple Choice 
Items & One Essay

* Note: Class periods above are based on typical high school class lengths of 40 to 45 minutes. All session lengths 
factor in five minutes before and after administration for the distribution and collection of assessment materials.  
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The following Pre-Regents Predictive Assessment is available in English for students who will 
most likely take the Comprehensive English Regents Exam in 2012 (typically 8th graders): 

English Pre-Regents Year Predictive Assessment Administration Version 
for Students Taking the English Regents Exam in Calendar Year 2012 

  Item Types 
Length & 

Number of 
Sessions 

Tasks (Aligned to 
Regents) 

Total Number of 
Items 

Informational 
Listening  

(6 MC items) 

Informational 
Reading  

(6 MC items)  
& Graphic  

(4 MC items) 

Version 1: 
Multiple Choice 

ONLY 

Multiple Choice 
ONLY 

two full class 
periods  

(one full class 
period and one 30-

minute session)  
OR  

three class periods 
(three 30-minute 

sessions)  
OR  

one 70-minute 
session  

Prose Narrative  
(6 MC items)  

& Poem  
(4 MC items) 

26 Multiple Choice 
Items 

* Note: Class periods above are based on typical high school class lengths of 40 to 45 minutes. All session lengths 
factor in five minutes before and after administration for the distribution and collection of assessment materials.  

 

 

The following Pre-Regents Predictive Assessment is available in Integrated Algebra for 
students who will most likely take the Integrated Algebra Regents Exam in 2010 (typically 8th 
graders): 

Integrated Algebra Pre-Regents Year Predictive Assessment Administration Version 
for students taking the Integrated Algebra Regents Exam in Calendar Year 2010  

  Question Types  
(Aligned to Regents) 

Length &  
Number of Sessions Total Number of Items 

Version 1: 
Multiple Choice 

ONLY 
Multiple Choice Only One 45-minute session 24 Multiple Choice 

Items 

* Note: Class periods above are based on typical high school class lengths of 40 to 45 minutes. All session lengths 
factor in five minutes before and after administration for the distribution and collection of assessment materials.  
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ITA Versions 
If you choose to administer Acuity ITAs, you will need to choose the version you plan to 
administer for each administration window. The following ITAs are available for high school: 

Integrated Algebra ITAs 
Each Integrated Algebra ITA consists of approximately 25 multiple-choice questions and is 
designed to be administered in one 45-minute class period.  The following ITAs are available in 
Integrated Algebra: 

Assessment Name: Appropriate for Schools 
Following: 

Prentice Hall Version 1 Prentice Hall  
1-year pacing calendar 

Prentice Hall Version 2 Prentice Hall  
2-year pacing calendar 

Alternate Curriculum AMAPS textbook-independent 
sequence of lessons 

*Note: October/November, February/March, and May assessment 
forms are available for each version listed above. 

 

• To see which performance indicators are assessed on each version of the May Integrated 
Algebra assessment forms, please go to: 
http://www.ctb.com/ncmedia/6549/High_School_Math_ITA_Blueprints_2_27_08.pdf. 

• You may also view copies of the May Integrated Algebra ITAs in the “Tests” section of 
your Acuity account. 

• The October/November and February/March Integrated Algebra ITA blueprints and forms 
are currently under development. Blueprints for these forms will be posted in the 
Additional Help section of Acuity this summer. 

 

High School English ITAs 

Each English ITA consists of approximately 25 multiple-choice questions and is designed to be 
administered in one 45-minute class period.  The following ITAs are available in high school 
English: 

English Grade 9 ITAs 

• Literary Text Focus 
• Informational Text Focus 
• Functional Text Focus 
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English Grade 10 ITAs 

• Literary Text Focus 
• Informational Text Focus 
• Functional Text Focus 

English Grade 11 ITAs 

• Version A 
• Version B 
• Version C 

(Note: Each version of the English Grade 11 ITA contains a variety of text types.) 

To see a breakdown of passages by genre for each English ITA, as well as blueprints of the 
performance indicators assessed on each version, please go to: 
http://www.ctb.com/ncmedia/6548/High_School_English_ITA_Blueprints_2_27_08.pdf. You 
may also view copies of the high school English ITAs in the “Tests” section of your Acuity 
account. 
 

Customized ITAs 
High schools also have the option to customize their own ITAs using the Acuity item bank.  In 
Acuity, customization is the process of tailoring a particular ITA to better align to your school’s 
instructional approach.  Customization can range from simply adding a single item from the item 
bank to an existing ITA all the way to building a new ITA entirely from scratch using the item 
bank. If you would like CTB to print and deliver Customized ITAs to your school, you will need 
to submit a PDF of each Customized ITA along with a completed Customized ITA order form to 
CTB/McGraw-Hill by the following dates: 

For this ITA administration window… Submit a PDF of your Customized ITA 
and completed order form by… 

October 27 – November 7 September 2* 

February 27 – March 6 January 23 

May 1 – 11 February 26 

* Professional development will take place before the end of the current school year and over the 
summer to assist high schools in customizing ITAs before the start of the 2008-2009 school year.  

 

Step 3: Make administration and scoring decisions 
Administration Decisions 
Schools that choose Acuity assessments will indicate in their online selection that they plan to 
administer the Acuity assessments online, using paper/pencil, or using a combination of both 
methods. Schools that choose to administer online only will NOT receive any paper/pencil Acuity 
assessment materials. Schools that choose to use a combination of online and paper/pencil 
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administration will receive paper/pencil materials. If schools choose to administer assessments to 
some students online and to other students using paper/pencil, all results will still roll up into the 
same reports in Acuity. 

Scoring Decisions 
Schools that choose to administer Acuity assessments using paper/pencil may choose to scan and 
score answer sheets locally or have the answer sheets picked up by a courier and scored by 
CTB/McGraw-Hill (at no cost to the school).  

If you choose to administer assessments online or score answer sheets locally, reports will be 
available online within 24 hours. If you choose to have CTB/McGraw-Hill pick up and score your 
answer sheets, reports will be available online within 5 school days of the courier pick-up.   

 
Step 4: Order materials 
During the online selection process, high schools will indicate the number of assessment booklets 
and blank answer sheets they require for each administration.  High schools will also have the 
opportunity to indicate the quantities of Spanish, Large Print, and Braille Assessments needed for 
each assessment administration during the coming school year.
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Sample Periodic Assessment Reports 
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Highlights of this Section: 
In this section, you will find sample reports for the following Periodic Assessment 
tools. 

Acuity……………………………………………………….. page 52 
Performance Series………………………………… …….page 58 
mCLASS……………………………………………………. page 63 
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Acuity 
 
 

In the coming school year, Acuity Predictive Class Assessment Reports will provide a scaled 
score and prediction of class performance on the upcoming state test. 

Predictive Class Assessment Report – Mathematics

• Colors align to the NYS Performance Levels:
• Red = Level 1 (Not Meeting)
• Pink = Level 2 (Partially Meeting)
• Yellow = Level 3 (Meeting)
• Green = Level 4 (Meeting with Distinction)• Represents the percent of students in this 

class that will most likely fall into each 
Performance Level on the next NYS test, 
based on Acuity Predictive Assessment 
scores

This class averaged a scaled score of 494
Minimum possible score is 290 
Maximum possible score is 630
Standard deviation is 51 points
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In the coming school year, Acuity Predictive Student Assessment Reports will provide a scaled 
score and prediction of individual student performance on the upcoming state test. 

Predictive Student Assessment Report – Mathematics

• Individual student’s scaled score and 
predicted NYS Performance Level
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In the coming school year, Acuity Student Longitudinal Reports will chart an individual 
student’s progress on a vertical scale both within and across school years.  

Predictive Student Longitudinal Report – Mathematics

Graph shows an individual student’s scaled scores on 
Predictive Assessments over time

Yellow boxes around each score show the 
standard error of measurement

The horizontal data points reflect the Grade and 
Predictive Form that was administered

Horizontal data points reflect the student’s 
grade at the time of assessment and the specific 
Predictive Assessment form administered

Vertical data points reflect an 
individual student’s Acuity scaled 
scores
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Student Longitudinal Reports also provide summary information on each Predictive 
Assessment the student has taken. 

Predictive Student Longitudinal Report – Mathematics (continued)

• View information on each Acuity Predictive Assessment this student has taken: 
• Grade level, form, and date of assessment
• Overall scaled score & standard error measurement  
• Overall % of items answered correctly
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School AYP Reports provide assessment performance disaggregated by NCLB subgroup. 

 
Click to drill into a 
particular subgroup 
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Distractor Analysis Reports provide possible explanations for students’ incorrect answer 
selections on a Predictive or ITA. 
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Performance Series 

 
 
Student Profile Reports display a student’s current ability level and growth, together in one 
report. 

Trend Graph displays 
longitudinal data.

The Scaled Score (SS) is 
the ability level of the 
student, ranging from 
1300-1700.

The SIP score translates 
the SS into the probable 
performance on all grade 
level items.
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Suggested Learning Objectives Reports provide educators with assistance in planning 
individualized learning plans based on a student’s current ability level, independent of enrolled 
grade level.  

Skills Attained are all 
listed to provide 
motivation for what has 
been accomplished.

State-aligned objectives 
are listed, in order of 
difficulty, to assist in IEP 
planning.  The first listed 
skill is closest to the 
student’s true ability
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Class Profile Reports provide educators with a quick overview of a class’s performance, 
including both a scaled score and a unit-specific list of objectives. These reports can be used to 
differentiate instruction based on skills or to target a skill that requires larger-group instruction. 
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Summary Reports by Class provide educators with the ability to compare class performance and 
support differentiation of instruction by ability level.  
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Gains Reports display growth over time and are available for individual students, groups, or 
classes. These reports help educators measure academic gains on a consistent scale. 

 
  Gains Report (by Class):  
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mCLASS K-2 Assessments 
 

© Wireless Generation, Inc. 200725

Click a Score to 
open its Probe 
Details

Local 
Percentile

Target Goals

mCLASS:DIBELS Class Summary Report

• Students are grouped into one 
of three Instructional Support 
Recommendation categories: 
Intensive, Strategic, or 
Benchmark, based on overall 
performance.

• The raw score represents the 
number of items correct in one 
minute. 

• Local percentiles are 
calculated as district-wide 
scores are collected. The 
percentile does not represent 
national norms. Percentiles 
may fluctuate as more students 
are assessed.
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© Wireless Generation, Inc. 200727

Aim Line

Status 
Bar/Risk 
Category

mCLASS:DIBELS Student Summary Report

• The Student Summary Report 
outlines all Benchmark data for a 
selected student.

• The Aim Line is generated from the 
student’s initial Benchmark score to 
the student’s next target goal, 
showing the rate of learning needed 
in order for the student to reach the 
next goal. 

• Goals appear each time the 
measure is assessed. The next 
Benchmark goal is indicated by a 
bull’s eye. This is the next goal the 
student is “aiming” to reach.

 
 

© Wireless Generation, Inc. 200729

• By clicking a student’s name, you 
will be taken to the Student 
Summary Report page for that 
student.

• Each colored square represents a 
completed assessment.

• The number represents the 
mastery level for each activity.

ECLAS-2 Class Summary Report
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© Wireless Generation, Inc. 200731

• The Student Summary Report 
displays the dates the student 
most recently completed each 
level of each activity and a color-
coded indicator of the student’s 
performance on the activity. 

• Dates of mastery display in blue or 
green boxes while dates of attempt 
(with no mastery) appear in hollow 
orange or red boxes.

ECLAS-2 Student Summary Report

 
 

© Wireless Generation, Inc. 200732

• Shows each student’s 
performance in relation to goals 
for the grade level and time of 
year.

• Multiple sorting options, including 
recommended tier of support and 
instructional reading level.

• Clicking on a student’s name 
navigates to the longitudinal 
Student Summary for further 
analysis and planning.

• Clicking on a measure score 
instantly reveals the actual probe 
details for that assessment 
session.

mCLASS:Reading 3D Class Summary Report
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© Wireless Generation, Inc. 200733

• Clicking on an assessment 
result displays the full measure 
details for that assessment 
session.

• The summary shows a history 
of the student’s results on all of 
the DIBELS measures and the 
TRC measures so that a 
teacher can go back as needed 
to help understand the 
student’s complete progress 
over time. 

mCLASS:Reading 3D Student Summary Report

 
 

© Wireless Generation, Inc. 200734

• TRC Reading Record details 
appear when the score is clicked 
from the class summary.

• The Reading Record Detail Report 
helps the teacher identify reading 
rates and track miscues.  

mCLASS:Reading 3D – Reading Record Detail
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Periodic Assessment  
Ongoing Support & 

Professional Development Opportunities 
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Highlights of this Section: 
In this section, you will find information on ongoing Periodic Assessment support 
and professional development opportunities. 

Ongoing Support……………………………………. …….page 69 
Professional Development Opportunities……… …….page 71 

• Acuity         
• ECLAS-2 and E-PAL       
• mCLASS         
• Performance Series       
• Teachers College Reading and Writing Project  
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Ongoing Support 
Communications 
Periodic Assessment Web Site 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/PeriodicAssessments 

The Periodic Assessment Web site provides key program updates, important dates, professional 
development opportunities, and assessment resources.  This site will be frequently updated 
throughout the coming year in order to keep you well-informed about Periodic Assessments.  

Principals’ Weekly 
The Periodic Assessment Team uses Principals’ Weekly to communicate important information 
regarding assessments.  Please check each week for announcements about the availability of new 
content on our Web site as well as important information regarding assessment administration and 
professional development opportunities.  

Key Contact 
Our team works with schools throughout the school year to support you in your use of the 
Periodic Assessment tools. During the selection process, we’ll ask you to designate an additional 
individual at your school (other than the principal) to whom we can reach out with key 
information and updates about the assessments and their administration. This individual will 
receive e-mail communications with important updates and announcements.  We recommend that 
this key contact be a test coordinator, coach, or Data Specialist.  
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Technical Support and Assessment-Related Questions 
For technical support and program-specific information, please reach out directly to the contacts 
listed below.  

Program Phone Number E-mail Address 

 

 
NYC Acuity Helpdesk: 

866-NYC-6550 
NYC Acuity Helpdesk: 

nycacuity@ctb.com 

800-445-3141 scantron_project_management@ 
scantron.com 

 

 

800-823-1969, 

Option 3 

 

help@wgen.net 

 
Hilary Aylesworth:     

212-678-8375 aylesworth@tc.edu 

 

Contact your Assessment Implementation Director (AID) at 
your Integrated Service Center. 

 

Policy-Related Questions  
If you have policy-related questions or need general support around the Periodic Assessments, 
please contact the Office of Accountability’s Periodic Assessment Team at 212-374-5162 or 
periodicassessment@schools.nyc.gov. 
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Professional Development Opportunities 
Acuity  
Summer P-Credit Course 
This summer, the Periodic Assessment Team will lead a P-Credit Course, “Periodic Assessments 
and Data-Driven Instruction.” The course will last from July 7 to July 18. Educators can read a 
description of the course, find out details, and register at http://www.nyaspdp.org.  

Ongoing School-Year Professional Development 
The DOE has contracted with CTB/McGraw-Hill to provide professional development to support 
Acuity assessment implementation, data interpretation, and use of customization tools. Based on 
educator feedback during the current school year, 2008-2009 Acuity professional development 
sessions will be aligned to schools’ needs in both timing and substance. Schools will be able to 
register for or schedule a variety of introductory, advanced, and topic-based workshops, both in-
person and online, during the upcoming school year. You can register for these sessions, which 
will be made available on an ongoing basis, through the Periodic Assessment Web site: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/PeriodicAssessments. Please 
contact the Acuity Training Team at Acuity_Training_Team@ctb.com with questions about 
registering for existing Acuity professional development sessions. Contact the Periodic 
Assessment Team if you have suggestions for future Acuity professional development topics.    

 
ECLAS-2 and E-PAL 
During the 2008-2009 school year, the Periodic Assessment Team will offer ECLAS-2 and E-
PAL administration and scoring training to network representatives. More information about 
these professional development opportunities will be available on the Periodic Assessment Web 
site later this summer.  

 
mCLASS 
Information Sessions on the mCLASS Application Process 
Wireless Generation will be hosting Principal +1 in-person information sessions and webinars on 
the dates listed below in order to assist current mCLASS pilot schools with the 2008-2009 
application process. To register for these sessions, please visit www.eventville.com/wireless. 

In-Person Sessions 

• May 16, 9:00 –10:30 AM 
Wireless Generation 
55 Washington Street, 9th Floor 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
 

• May 27, 12:00 – 1:30 PM 
Brooklyn ISC 
131 Livingston St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
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Webinars 

• May 22, 10:00 – 11:30 AM 
• May 29, 4:00 – 5:30 PM 
• June 9, 10:00 – 11:30 AM 

Your mCLASS Data Consultant will be happy to meet with you individually to go over program 
options and requirements and to assist you with the application process if you are unable to attend 
one of these sessions.  

mCLASS Data Consultation Sessions 
Schools that apply and are approved to continue in the mCLASS program will receive support 
through the Data Consultation Program. Wireless Generation will provide a consultant to each 
school involved in the program to support teachers, coaches, and administrators in their use of 
mCLASS Periodic Assessment data to inform instruction. Each consultant will conduct school-
based professional development sessions around both the administration of the assessments and 
the use of assessment data. Participants will learn to share successful practices and find new 
solutions for struggling students during the beginning, middle, and end of the school year. In 
2008-2009, schools in year 3 of the program will receive one (1) school visit and schools in year 
2 will receive two (2) school visits. 

For the 2008-2009 school year, professional development offerings will include the following: 

• mCLASS:DIBELS Administration Training  
• mCLASS:ECLAS-2 Administration Training 
• mCLASS:Reading 3D Administration Training 
• Data Analysis: DIBELS + ECLAS-2  
• Data Analysis: Reading 3D 
• Data Analysis: DIBELS / Reading 3D Progress Monitoring 
• Data Analysis: School-wide Effectiveness Data 
• Data Analysis: Planning for Next Year 
• Data Analysis: Setting Individual Student Goals 

Please visit: www.wirelessgeneration.com/nyc for more details on the session topics available 
next year. 
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Performance Series 
The DOE has partnered with Scantron to provide professional development to help support the 
implementation of Performance Series in schools.  All Performance Series professional 
development sessions are provided at no cost to schools.  You can register for these sessions 
through our Web site, 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/PeriodicAssessments, or by visiting 
www.scantron.com/nyc directly. Please contact the Periodic Assessment Team if you have any 
questions about these professional development opportunities.   

For the 2008-2009 school year, professional development offerings will include the following: 

 

Location Controller Trainings (formerly known as “Plus One” trainings) 
Schools that use Performance Series are asked to designate a member of their staff (such as a Test 
Coordinator or Data Specialist) to be the Performance Series Location Controller.  Location 
Controllers serve as technical liaisons for the Performance Series assessment tool.  Their 
permissions include the ability to add new users, reset passwords, and set up Inquiry Team Target 
Population groups.  In this training, Location Controllers will receive hands-on practice with 
using the technical features of the system in addition to a general overview of the assessments.   

Data Consultation Workshop 
After attending a Location Controller Training, you may schedule a Performance Series trainer 
from Scantron to come to your school to conduct an on-site Data Consultation Workshop on 
Performance Series.  This workshop may take one of the following forms: 

• Introduction to School Building Data: This training provides educators with an 
introduction to Performance Series and an overview of scores and reporting. 

OR 

• Performance Series for Inquiry Team Members: This training will provide Inquiry 
Team members with the tools to effectively use Performance Series with students in the 
Target Population.  Topics will include setting up an Inquiry Team Target Population 
group, disaggregating reports by the Inquiry Team group, analyzing students’ scores, and 
determining instructional next steps.  

In-Depth Data Analysis Session 
After completing one of these initial trainings, you can request a Performance Series trainer to 
return to your school for more in-depth data analysis sessions focused on classroom trends, 
individual students, and progress and growth measures. 
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TCRWP Assessments  
K-2 Assessments 
TCRWP will provide professional development sessions to support schools that choose the 
TCRWP K-2 Assessments. These sessions will be led by TCRWP at no cost to participants. 
Topics will include running records, concept of print assessments, letter-sound identification, and 
the spelling inventory.  

3-8 Assessments 
TCRWP invites schools to send representatives to any or all of the city-wide professional 
development sessions that TCRWP will provide to support the Predictive/TCRWP 3-8 
Assessment combination. These sessions will be led by TCRWP at no cost to participants. Topics 
will include using the new spelling inventory, taking running records, and using data to inform 
instructional strategies. 

Data Sessions 
During the 2008-2009 school year, TCRWP will offer sessions on inputting data and producing 
charts and graphs that can inform practice, using TCRWP’s new data integration software 
(currently in development).  

Additional professional development is available for purchase from TCRWP; requests should be 
directed to Hilary Aylesworth at TCRWP: 212-678-8375 or aylesworth@tc.edu. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
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General Questions 
What is the purpose of Periodic Assessments? 
Periodic Assessments are designed to provide educators with timely information on their 
students’ strengths and weaknesses at several points during the school year, to support 
differentiation of instruction and selection of instructional resources.  

 

Will evaluative decisions be made based on the results of these assessments? 
No, evaluative decisions will NOT be made based on Periodic Assessment results.  These 
assessments are solely tools for teaching and learning.  There are no stakes attached to the results 
for schools, principals, teachers or students. 

 

How many Periodic Assessments administrations are required by the Department of 
Education? 
In grades 3-8, a minimum of four assessment administrations per school year are required in both 
ELA and Math.  In grades 9-12, a minimum of three assessment administrations per school year 
are required in both English and Integrated Algebra for students who have not yet passed the 
associated Regents exam. In grades K-2, a minimum of two assessments per school year are 
required in literacy.  

 

How do schools demonstrate that they are meeting the Periodic Assessment requirements? 
Schools demonstrate that they are meeting Periodic Assessment requirements through their 
Quality Reviews, which evaluate the ways that schools use student achievement data (from 
Periodic Assessments and other sources) to guide instruction. 

 

Acuity 
Access 
Who has access to Acuity? 
In schools that choose Acuity as one of their Periodic Assessment tools, all multiple-subject, 
Math, and ELA/English teachers, as well as all school administrators, have username-and-
password access to Acuity. School administrators may add and expand access for staff members. 
Different levels of access to Acuity are available according to the user’s role, e.g., Teacher, Test 
Coordinator, or School Administrator. Students at schools that select Acuity also have Acuity 
usernames and passwords that enable them to complete assigned assessments, customized 
assignments, and instructional resources online, and to view reports from previous assessments 
taken. 
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How do I access Acuity? 
Acuity can be accessed via the following links: 

• Directly, from a DOE computer: http://mcgraw.nycenet.edu 

• Directly, from your home computer or a public computer: https://nyc-acuity.mcgraw-
hill.com 

• Through the DOE Principals’ Portal: https://portal.nycenet.edu 

• From the Periodic Assessment Web page: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/PeriodicAssessments 

From the Acuity login screen, log in using your DOE Outlook user name and your 6-digit file 
number as your password. If you have trouble logging in, contact the NYC Acuity Helpdesk at 
866-NYC-6550 or nycacuity@ctb.com for immediate assistance.  

Student user names and passwords are available to Teachers and School Administrators in the 
Management section of Acuity. Student user names are based on first and last names, and student 
passwords are their 9-digit OSIS numbers. 

 

Management 
Can students log into Acuity? Can their families? 
Yes, students can log into Acuity using their assigned user names (based on first and last names) 
and their 9-digit OSIS numbers as their passwords. Teachers and School Administrators can 
access student login information in the Management section of Acuity. Families can sign into 
their child’s account from a home or public computer using the student’s user name and 
password. 

 

How do class rosters get updated in Acuity?  
Approximately once a month (more frequently at the start of the school year), the DOE provides 
CTB/McGraw-Hill with a new school roster information file to upload into Acuity. This file pulls 
from a variety of different source systems (e.g., ATS, HSST, and the Active Directory) and 
updates rosters in Acuity with changes that have been made in those systems.  

 

My classes are not listed correctly in Acuity.  How can I correct them? 
If just one or a few records need to be corrected, educators can make the corrections manually in 
the Management section of Acuity (see the Additional Help section of Acuity or contact the NYC 
Acuity Helpdesk for details).  If this is a more serious problem, first make sure that your classes 
are listed correctly in ATS and/or HSST.  If they are not, please update them and your data should 
load correctly during the next refresh (approximately monthly).  If your source systems are 
updated but are showing up incorrectly in Acuity, please contact the Periodic Assessment Team 
for assistance. 
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How do I create a class for my Inquiry Team Target Population in Acuity (or for another 
group of students)? 
Anyone with Teacher, Test Coordinator, or School Administrator access to Acuity can create a 
new class by logging in, clicking “Management” in the left-hand menu, selecting “Classes,” and 
then selecting “Add New Class.” When all the fields are filled out and the class is saved, the 
educator can add students to the class by clicking on the new class name and selecting “Add 
Students to Class.” For more detailed step-by-step information, please visit the Additional Help 
section of Acuity. 

 

The Item Bank and Instructional Resources 
Besides the assessments, what educational resources are available in Acuity? 
The item bank is available to all schools that choose to administer any Acuity assessments. The 
item bank offers nearly 30,000 items in ELA (for grades 3-11) and Math (for grades 3-9). The 
entire bank may be used by educators at any time to build customized tests and assignments for 
students at any grade level.  

Instructional resources are also available to all schools that choose Acuity assessments. These 
resources walk students through a targeted lesson, allow them to practice new skills through 
structured activities, and then prompt students to demonstrate learning on their own. Educators 
can assign instructional resources to students, then monitor their completion and skill mastery in 
Acuity. Instructional resources are currently available online; next year, they will also be 
printable for paper/pencil administration. Instructional resources may be assigned directly from 
Acuity reports in particular skill areas. Next year, as requested by many educators, Acuity will 
automatically assign instructional resources to students based on areas of need identified by their 
assessment results. Acuity currently has instructional resources in grades 3-8 in both ELA and 
Math, and in Integrated Algebra. Below-grade-level instructional resources may be assigned to 
high school students who are struggling with developmental skills. 

 

What is the purpose of the item bank? 

Acuity’s item bank is designed as an educational resource for educators. The contents of the item 
bank are aligned to NYS standards and performance indicators, and students’ results from 
assignments created using the item bank can produce the same reports as Acuity Predictives and 
ITAs.  

Items are divided among three sub-banks. The Diagnostic Item Bank contains items that appear 
on the Instructionally Targeted Assessments (ITAs); these items, which are multiple-choice only, 
include Distractor Analyses, and Math items are available in Spanish translations. These items are 
designed to be used for customizing ITAs. The Acuity Custom Item Bank contains approximately 
25,000 multiple-choice and fill-in-the-blank items covering most New York State standards and 
performance indicators for grades 3-8 in both ELA and Math. Finally, the NYC Custom Item 
Bank contains high school items in Integrated Algebra and English (aligned with NYS standards 
and performance indicators in grades 9-11) as well as constructed-response items for grades 3-8.   

All three of these banks are available to be used by all educators at schools using Acuity to create 
customized assignments and assessments. We encourage schools to use the Diagnostic Item Bank 
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for designing Customizing ITAs only, in order to avoid students’ seeing the same items on both 
ITAs and informal classroom assignments. For all other purposes, educators should use the 
Acuity Custom and NYC Custom Item Banks. Many educators have used these banks to design 
homework assignments, holiday packets, quizzes, and other student assignments. 

  

Who can create customized assignments using the item bank? 
All educators with Acuity access can create customized assignments using the item bank. 

 

How do I create a customized assignment in Acuity? 
Educators can create customized assignments by logging in, clicking “Test” in the left-hand 
menu, selecting “Custom Tests,” selecting “Create/Manage,” then following the prompts. 
Customized assignments may be created from scratch using the item bank or by editing existing 
ITAs or other customized assignments.  Once completed, customized assignments may be shared 
with other educators within a school or network. For more detailed step-by-step information on 
creating customized assignments, please visit the Additional Help section of Acuity. 

 

Reports 
What information is contained in Acuity reports? 
There are a number of Acuity reports available to educators. Report types and corresponding 
descriptions are listed below. To see sample Acuity reports, including new reports that will be 
available for the 2008-2009 school year, please refer to page 52 of this guide.  

• Assessment Reports: Assessment Reports are available at the student, class, and school 
level. These reports display the standards assessed and the percent of questions a 
student/class/school answered correctly on each standard. These reports enable educators 
and students to drill down to see the skills and items on the assessment. Starting in 2008-
2009, Assessment Reports from Predictive Assessments will contain predictions of 
student performance on upcoming NYS tests. 

• AYP Reports:  These reports, available at the school level, display assessment scores 
disaggregated by NCLB subgroups.  

• Item Analysis Reports:  Item Analysis Reports are available at the student, class, and 
school level. These reports show item-level analysis of student performance on particular 
skills. Item distractor analysis can also be found through these reports. 

• Longitudinal Reports: Starting in 2008-2009, these reports will display student 
performance across school years on Predictive Assessments. 

• Portfolio Reports:  These reports display student performance on all Acuity assessments 
taken throughout the year. These reports allow educators to drill down into the skills 
assessed and to view the assessment items. 

• Prior Year Reports: Starting in 2008-2009, these reports will show current classes’ 
performance on last year’s assessments. 
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• Roster Reports:  These reports, available at the class and school level, display the overall 
percent correct obtained by particular students or classes on a specific assessment. 
Educators can click from this report into a single student’s Item Analysis Report. 

• Summary Reports: These reports compare assessment performance within a network 
based on percent correct obtained on specific assessments. These reports are available at 
the student, class, school, and AYP level. 

 

Assessments 
Can I assess students outside of the standard administration windows? 
For research purposes, schools must give the Predictive Assessments within the designated 
windows.  However, ITAs can be administered at any time if a school chooses to assess students 
online or scan their own students’ answer sheets.  Schools assessing outside of the designated 
windows will not have materials dropped off or answer sheets picked up and will not have access 
to centralized scanning.  If a small population of students are absent during an entire designated 
administration window and need to be assessed after the window has closed, schools may utilize a 
mail-back process that will allow those students to have their answers sheets (multiple-choice 
only) scanned and scored by CTB. 

 

What ITAs can I administer during each of the assessment windows? 
Please see the table below for the grades 3-8 administration windows for each category of ITAs.  
Sequential ITAs must be administered in the first two windows.  Genre-Based and Customized 
ITAs may be administered in any of the three windows.  Schools are free to choose a combination 
of two or three Sequential, Genre-Based, and/or Customized ITAs in each subject (ELA and 
Math). 

Grades 3-8 ITA Categories and Administration Windows 

May be administered 
in the following 

windows 
November 12 – 21 March 30 – April 6 May 18 – 26 

Sequential ITAs 
(ELA and Math) X X   

Genre-Based ITAs 
(ELA Only) X X X 

Customized ITAs 
(ELA and Math) X X X 

 

Please see the table below for the high school ITA administration windows. All high school ITAs 
are available to be administered in any of these three windows.  Schools are free to choose a 
combination of two or three ITAs in each subject (grades 9-11 English and Integrated Algebra). 
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High School ITA Administration Windows 

1st ITA Administration Window October 27 –  November 7 

2nd ITA Administration Window February 27 –  March 6 

3rd ITA Administration Window May 1 – 11 

What factors should I consider when deciding whether to select a Predictive Assessment 
with constructed-response (CR) items (including open-ended questions and essays on high 
school Predictive Assessments)? 
School have the option of selecting a multiple-choice only Predictive Assessment or a Predictive 
Assessment that combines multiple-choice and constructed-response questions for the first ELA 
and Math Predictive Assessment in grades 3-8 and for all Predictive Assessments available for 
grades 9-11.  

Students taking a version containing both multiple-choice and constructed-response questions 
will complete a multiple-choice answer sheet and write their constructed responses in a separate 
booklet. Multiple-choice answer sheets can be sent to CTB/McGraw-Hill and scored as soon as 
the administration is complete. However, reports will be incomplete until educators score CR 
questions and manually enter them in Acuity. 

 

How do I score students’ constructed responses in Acuity? 
After logging into Acuity, click “Tests” in the left-hand menu, select “Scoring and Scan 
Processing,” and then select “Manually Score Items.”  Choose the assessment you wish to score.  
View exemplars and rubrics and use them to score student work. (These rubrics and exemplars 
are also available in the Assessment Administration Manuals shipped to schools prior to each 
selected administration window.) Once student work has been scored, educators can enter the 
scores into Acuity.  For more detailed step-by-step information on constructed-response scoring, 
please visit the Additional Help section of Acuity. 

 

Support  
Who do I contact for technical support? 
Schools should contact the NYC Acuity Helpdesk at 866-NYC-6550 or nycacuity@ctb.com. 
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Performance Series 
Access 
Who has access to Scantron’s Performance Series Computer-Adaptive Assessments? 
Educators at all NYC schools have access to Performance Series.  Schools do not have to sign up 
for Performance Series.  Student and educator information for all NYC schools is already pre-
loaded into the system. 

 

How do I access Performance Series? 
Educators can sign into Performance Series at https://admin.edperformance.com.   

To administer a Performance Series assessment to a student, begin at www.edperformance.com.   

Both of these links are available on the Periodic Assessment Web site: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/PeriodicAssessments.  

 

What is my Performance Series Site ID? 
You can request your Site ID from the Periodic Assessment Team 
(periodicassessment@schools.nyc.gov or 212-374-5162).  There is also a list of Site IDs available 
on Sharepoint. 

 

What is my User ID and password? 
Your user ID is your DOE Outlook user name and your password is your 6-digit file number.  

 

Management 
How do I administer a Performance Series assessment to a student?  
Go to www.edperformance.com, click the assessment you wish to administer from the left-hand 
menu (Reading, Math, or Language), and provide your school’s Site ID and the student’s OSIS 
number at the prompts.  The system will recognize the student immediately.   

 

How do class rosters get updated in Performance Series?  
Approximately once a month (more frequently at the start of the school year), the DOE provides 
Scantron with a new school roster information file to upload into Performance Series. This file 
pulls from a variety of different source systems (e.g. ATS, HSST, and the Active Directory) and 
updates rosters in Performance Series with changes that have been made in those systems.   
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My classes are not listed correctly in Performance Series.  How can I correct them? 
Schools that use Performance Series are asked to designate a member of their staff (such as a Test 
Coordinator or Data Specialist) to be the Performance Series Location Controller.  Location 
Controllers serve as technical liaisons for the Performance Series assessment tool.  If just one or a 
few records need to be corrected, please ask your Location Controller to make the corrections.  If 
this is a more serious problem, or if your school does not have a Location Controller, please 
contact the Periodic Assessment Team for assistance. 

 

My password is not working.  My password is lost.  What should I do? 
Please ask your school’s Performance Series Location Controller to reset your password.  If your 
Location Controller is unable to complete this task, or if your school does not have a Location 
Controller, please contact The Periodic Assessment Team for assistance.   

 

Assessment Administration 
How often can I assess a student? 
Performance Series assessments are designed to be administered up to three times each year per 
student, with each administration spaced at least twelve weeks apart in order to allow enough 
time to elapse for significant instruction in the content area to take place.  Testing more frequently 
can result in inaccurate data. 

 

Is this assessment available in other languages? 
Performance Series is currently available only in English.   

 

Can I assess my students in Science or Social Studies? 
No, Performance Series is not currently available in these subject areas.  Performance Series is 
available in Reading, Math, and Language. 

 

How long does a Performance Series assessment take to administer? 
Since the assessments are tailored to the needs of each student, assessment times vary.  Generally, 
an assessment takes 45 minutes to an hour. 

 

Can I give the assessment over two days? 
The system allows you to start and stop an assessment administration over a two-week period.  
However, in order to ensure the most accurate data we strongly recommend that students 
complete the assessment in one sitting. 
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Do I have to purchase software to administer the assessment? 
No. Performance Series is an internet-based assessment.  You will need functional internet access 
and a computer to take the assessment.   

 

Will my school’s computers and/or network support the demands of this online assessment? 
You can test your network capabilities by running a diagnostic test available at 
www.edperformance.com. On the left-hand side of the screen you will see a menu called Tools. 
Click “Network Diagnostic.” 

 

Reports 
I am logged in, but I can’t see any reports. 
If you are unable to view reports, please contact the Performance Series help desk at 1-800-
SCANTRON for assistance.   

 

I can view the report.  However, I don’t understand what these terms mean.  Can you help 
me? 

We recommend that you register for a Performance Series professional development session.  
While the Performance Series assessments are simple to access, interpreting the results can be 
more challenging without proper training.  Please contact the Periodic Assessment Team if you 
have any questions about Performance Series professional development opportunities.   

 

When can I view the results of an assessment? 
Reports are available immediately after an assessment is completed.   

 

Instructional Resources 
Are instructional resources available in Performance Series? 
Instructional resources are available at all times for each student who completes an assessment.  
These resources are specifically designed to meet individual learning needs based on feedback 
from the assessment.   

 

Materials 
My Performance Series assessments have not arrived.  What should I do? 
Performance Series is available online only.  There is no paper/pencil version available.   
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TCRWP 3-8 Assessments 
Who has access to these assessments? 
All schools serving students in grades 3-8 may choose a Periodic Assessment combination in 
ELA that includes Acuity Predictive Assessments and assessments from the Teachers College 
Reading and Writing Project (TCRWP). This option is available to all schools, regardless of 
whether they are currently working with TCRWP in another capacity. 

 

How can I learn more about these assessments? 
More information about the TCRWP 3-8 Assessments is available at the TCRWP Web site: 
http://rwproject.tc.columbia.edu.You can also contact Hilary Aylesworth at TCRWP: 212-678-
8375 or aylesworth@tc.edu. 

 

K-2 Assessments 
ECLAS-2 and E-PAL 
Who has access to ECLAS-2 and E-PAL? 
All schools serving students in K-2 have access to ECLAS-2 and E-PAL assessments.  During the 
Periodic Assessment selection process, schools will indicate whether or not they want to 
administer ECLAS-2 as their primary K-2 Periodic Assessment option. If not, they will indicate 
whether they would like to continue receiving ECLAS-2 materials in addition to their chosen 
combination of assessments. 

 

How do I access ECLAS-2 results? 
The ECLAS-2 reporting site is located at 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/SchoolReports/PeriodicAssessments/Eclas2results. 
Principals receive their School Access Code by e-mail each time new results are posted. If you 
have misplaced your School Access Code, please e-mail a request to 
periodicassessment@schools.nyc.gov. 

 

How do I order ECLAS-2 materials? 
During the Periodic Assessment selection process, you will have the opportunity to order 
replenishment materials for ECLAS-2. More details on the ordering process can be found on page 
21 of this guide. If you need more materials during the year, please contact your Assessment 
Implementation Manager at your Integrated Service Center. 

 

Is ECLAS-2 required? 
No. Schools with K-2 populations may choose to administer any of the K-2 literacy Periodic 
Assessments listed on page 20 of this guide. 
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mCLASS 
Do I have to apply to participate in the mCLASS program? 
Yes. Schools that participated in the 2007-2008 pilot program need to apply to continue receiving 
DOE support for their participation in the program. The application is available on the Periodic 
Assessment Web site at 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/PeriodicAssessments/mCLASS. 

mCLASS is not accepting applications from new schools for the 2008-2009 school year. 

 

Who do I contact for technical support? 
Schools should contact the Wireless Generation Customer Care Center at 1-800-823-1969, 
Option 3 or help@wgen.net. 

 

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 
How do I order materials for this assessment? 
Schools may order the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System through FAMIS. The 
item number for the assessment kit is 901017787. For additional materials, the vendor code is 
BAU046000 and the contract number is 7000141. Please call 718-935-4444 with FAMIS 
ordering questions. 

 

Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) 
 How do I order materials for this assessment? 
Schools may order DRA materials through FAMIS. The item number for the assessment kit is 
428405290. For additional DRA materials, the vendor code is MOD015000 and the contract 
number is 7000341. Please call 718-935-4444 with FAMIS ordering questions. 

 

English Language Learner Assessments 
Are the ELL Periodic Assessments required? 

No. These assessments are optional and may be administered in addition to or in lieu of an ELA 
Periodic Assessment (e.g., an ITA). 

 

How do I order ELL assessments? 
During the Periodic Assessment selection window this spring, schools will be asked to “opt in” to 
participate in ELL Periodic Assessments. Schools that choose to participate in these assessments 
will automatically be sent materials for all students designated as ELLs. 


