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Division of Early Childhood Education
Universal Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidance

Sophia E. Pappas, Executive Director

New York City is building a citywide, unified pre-k system that provides high quality programming for every four-year-old.  Each program will adhere to the same rigorous standards for curricula, whether they happen to take place in a district school, charter school, or Community Based Early Childhood Center. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]All pre-k programs must demonstrate to the DOE Division of Early Childhood Education that they adhere to the curricular standards below.  Instructional Coaches, including more than 30 newly hired instructional coordinators as part of this expansion of pre-K, will visit programs regularly to provide support in order to ensure that these standards are met.  Furthermore, each program must demonstrate through a research-based assessment system that the curriculum is supporting children in developing skills and knowledge throughout the year.

Curriculum chosen must adhere to the following criteria: 

1. Advance all domains of the New York State pre-k learning standards, including:
· Approaches to learning
· Physical development and health
· Social and emotional development
· Communication, language, and literacy
· Cognition and knowledge of the world
2. Include learning experiences that :
· Build on students’ interests, families’ cultures, and explore topics that are relevant to the school community.
· Include science or social studies content (e.g. plants, families).
· Support developmentally appropriate practices.
3. Draw from research based practices on how young children develop and learn
· Opportunities for students to engage in active, hands on exploration, discovery, and problem solving through a combination of purposeful play in learning centers (e.g. blocks, dramatic play) and teacher initiated experience (e.g. read alouds, small groups).
· Linkages to families and opportunities for families to extend learning at home and encourage family participation in program activities.
· Use of authentic assessment data (e.g. anecdotal notes, work samples) and other information needed to make the curriculum meaningful and accessible to all students and families, including students learning English and students with special needs specified in Individualized Education Plans (IEPs).

DOE’s Division of Early Childhood Education reviewed the following curricula and determined their alignment with the above criteria: 
· Teaching Strategies’ Creative Curriculum (used by 80% of CBECC programs, according to a 2013 survey)
· Pearson’s Open the World of Learning
· Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt’s Splash Into Pre-K
· Tools of the Mind
· High Scope

The following curricula provide strong early literacy and language development components:
· Scholastic’s Big Day in Pre-K
· Core Knowledge

DOE will review additional curricula and provide supplemental guidance this fall.
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