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Using Data and Looking at Student Work Protocols 
 to  

Improve Student Writing  

Gendron Pierre & Carmela Ruiz – 6th Grade ELA Teachers 
Carol Sipress & Dejah Lynch – 7th Grade ELA Teachers 
Nancy Elie & Corvena Denton – 8th Grade ELA Teachers 
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Focus and Target 

Focus/Promising Practice:  

•Teacher teams meet regularly to analyze data and reflect on student work to 
address the needs of diverse learning populations 

• Use of Google Documents and Moodle Learning Management System to organize 
and analyze student data.  
 

Target: General  Education (6th -8th grades) , ELL and Special Needs Students 
 

Partnership Alignment:  

• Learning Management System (LMS) incorporates encourages students be active 
digital citizens (Common Sense Media)   

• Teaching Matters ITC provides support in the input of data and use of  LMS 

• MOUSE Squad and CUNY Intern support in maintenance and management of 
school lab and online tools   

 

Resources Required: Google , Moodle, Hardware (the HLC?) 
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Global Neighborhood and Writing Matters 

• Background information: 

– Spring 2012 school implemented the Feature Articles Unit 

– 2012-2013 school year: All GNSS ELA teachers are 

implementing the Writing Matters units with fidelity 

• ITC Jelbin DelaCruz coordinates individual teacher support 
and collaborative team experiences.  

• ELA Teacher Team meets regularly to analyze data and 
student work 

• Teachers and students are using an online space to discuss 
their work collaboratively, accessing resources from 
school or home 
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Global Neighborhood and Writing Matters 

• Baseline writing assessment data helps teachers 
triangulate results to the 2012 ELA exam 

• Analysis of data helps teachers group students 
heterogeneously and identify weaknesses in student 
writing 

• At the close of each unit: 

– Teachers use the Writing Matters rubric to grade final versions of 

student work 

– Scores are entered into the assessment tracker 

– Teachers meet in teams to assess student writing to identify 

areas in need of improvement and areas where students excel 
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Sample Unit and Assessment Calendar 

Baseline Assessment – Complete  

Unit 1: Writing Project - Mastering the Essentials Snapshot  
–  (5 Weeks) 

Pre-test Editorials  

Unit 2: Writing Project - Editorials – (5 Weeks)  

Post-test for Editorial  

Editorial CCLS aligned Performance Task  

Response to Reading Pre-test – (5 Weeks)  

Unit 3: Writing Project – Response to Reading (5 Weeks)  

Post-test – Unit 3  

Performance Task – Response to Reading  

Unit 4: Writing Project - Poetry  (4 Weeks) 

End of year Assessment  
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Data Collection Tool and Analysis 

• Teachers use shared documents to track student 
results  

• Teachers meet monthly to analyze data and make 
instructional adjustments 
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Student Work  

• Mastering the Essentials (Snapshots) completed in 
November 

 

• Ms. Nancy Elie, 

 8th grade ELA  

teacher 
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Students Publish Completed Drafts Online 
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Student Work  
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Technology and the Writing Process  

• CUNY Tech Intern has been instrumental in ensuring the 
technology lab is operational where students draft and 
publish their written work  

• Students use the online Moodle classroom and publish to 
an E-zine.  


