Bibliography of Recommended Poetry Books for 

Grades 3-5 

Adoff, Arnold.  Love Letters.  Scholastic, 1997.    

Adoff, Arnold.  My Black Me:  A Beginning Book of Black Poetry.  Dutton, 

1974.

Adoff, Arnold.  Touch the Poem.  Scholastic, 2000.

Maynard, John. Poetry for Young People: William Blake. Sterling, 2006.

Brooks, Gwendolyn. Bronzeville Boys and Girls. Amistad/HarperCollins Publishers, 2007 (new edition illustrated by Faith Ringgold).

Burg, Brad.  Outside the Lines:  Poetry at Play.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2002. 
Dunning, Stephen, Edward Lueders and Hugh Smith, eds.  Reflections on a Gift of 

Watermelon Pickle... and Other Modern Verse.  Lothrop Lee & Shepard, 1988.

Fleischman, Paul. Big Talk: Poems for Four Voices.  Candlewick Press, 2000.

Fleischman, Paul. I am Phoenix: Poems for Two Voices.   HarperCollins, 1985.

Fleischman, Paul.  Joyful Noise:  Poems for Two Voices.  HarperTrophy,

1992.

Fletcher, Ralph.  Poems from a Walk in Early Spring.  Simon & Schuster,

1997.

Florian, Douglas.  Laugh-eteria.  Penguin Putnam Books, 1999.

Greenfield, Eloise.  Honey I Love.  HarperCollins, 2002.

Grimes, Nikki.  A Pocketful of Poems.  Clarion Books, 2001.

Hall, Donald, Ed.  The Oxford Illustrated Book of American Children’s Poems.    Oxford University Press, 1999.

Harley, Avis. The Monarch’s Progress: Poems with Wings. Wordsong, 2008.

Harrison, David L. Pirates. Wordsong, 2008.

Hopkins, Lee Bennett, ed.  Best Friends.  HarperCollins, 1984.

Hopkins, Lee Bennett, ed.  Opening Days:  Sports Poems.  Harcourt, Brace

& Co., 1996.

Jackson, Robert Bradley. Animal Mischief. Boyds Mills Press, 2006.

Janeczko, Paul.  That Sweet Diamond.  Atheneum, 1998.

Janeczko, Paul.  Seeing the Blue Between:  Advice and Inspiration for Young Poets.

Candlewick Press, 2002.

Janeczko, Paul.  The Place My Words Are Looking For.  Atheneum, 1990.

Katz, Alan. Oops! McElderry Books, 2008.

Koch, Kenneth, and Kate Farrell, eds. Talking to the Sun.  Holt, Rinehart

& Winston, 1985.

Medina, Tony.  Love to Langston.  Lee & Low Books, Inc., 2002. 

Meyers, Walter Dean.  Harlem:  A Poem.  Scholastic Press, 1997.

Poetry for Young People Series.  Sterling Publishing, 1994.

Prelutsky, Jack.  A Pizza the Size of the Sun:  Poems.  Greenwillow, 1996.   

Prelutsky, Jack.  For Laughing Out Loud:  Poems to Tickle Your Funnybone.  
Knopf, 1991.

Prelutsky, Jack.  The Random House Book of Poetry for Children.  Random

House, 2000.

Prelutsky, Jack.  Something Big Has Been Here. William Morrow & Co.,

1990.    

Rogasky, Barbara.  Winter Poems.   Scholastic Trade, 1999.

Rosen, Michael, ed.  Walking on the Bridge of Your Nose:  Wordplay Poems and

Rhymes.  Kingfisher, 1999.

Rosen, Michael, ed.  Walking on the Bridge of Your Nose:  Wordplay Poems

Rhymes.  Kingfisher, 1999.

Rosenberg, Liz, ed.  The Invisible Ladder:  An Anthology of Contemporary American

Poems for Young Readers.  Henry Holt, 1996.

Schotter, Roni.  Nothing Ever Happens on 90th Street.  Orchard Books, 

1999.

Siebert, Diane. Tour America: a Journey through Poems and Art. Chronicle Books, 2006.

Silverstein, Shel.  Falling Up:  Poems and Drawings.  HarperCollins, 1996.

Silverstein, Shel.  A Light in the Attic:  Poems and Drawings.  HarperCollins,

1981.

Silverstein, Shel.  Where the Sidewalk Ends: Poems and Drawings. HarperCollins, 1974.

Steptoe, Javaka.  In Daddy’s Arms I am Tall:  African Americans Celebrating Fathers.  Lee & Low Books, Inc, 2000.

Turner, Ann.  Street Talk.  Houghton Mifflin, 1992.

Novels in Verse Form

Creech, Sharon.  Love that Dog.  HarperTrophy, 2003.

Hesse, Karen.  Out of the Dust.  Scholastic, 1999.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Locomotion.  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2003.

