
1

Introduction to 

Professional Learning 

for Teachers 

Social Studies Session:
Foundational Social Studies Documents and Resources

Division of Teaching and Learning 
Curriculum, Instruction and Professional 

Development 

August 27, 2015



Session Agenda:

 The Social Studies Department & Initiatives at NYCDOE (Front room Facilitation)

 Session Goals (Front Room Facilitation)

 Mapping Pizza Ice Breaker (Pairs & Table Share)

 Why Social Studies Matters (Table Conversation and Chart)

 Looking Closely at NYC Social Studies Scope & Sequence (Individual Read and Write & Table Share)

 Connecting Historical Images to Scope & Sequence Content (Individual Chart & Triad Discussion)

 Looking Closely at the Social Studies Practices (Individual Read and Write, Table Share, Table Chart)

 Aligning Questions to the Social Studies Practices (Individual Response, Triad Share & Discuss)

 Exploring a Social Studies Lesson (Individual Read and Write, Triad Share and Discuss)

 Collaboratively Developing a Social Studies Learning Activity (Triads)

 Gallery Walk and Share (Whole Room Feedback, Triad Discussion Debrief)

 Supporting Next Steps (Front Room Facilitation and Q&A)
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The Social Studies Department

Social Studies Team:

Eric Contreras – Executive Director

Earnestine Sweeting – Social Studies Instructional Specialist K-5

Brian Carlin – Social Studies Instructional Specialist 6-8

Joe Schmidt – Social Studies Instructional Specialist 9-12
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Year Long Social Studies Initiatives

Curriculum & 
Instruction

Professional  
Learning 

Partnerships 
and 

Collaborations
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Session Goals

1. Discuss ways that the Social Studies Scope and Sequence 

can be used as a planning tool for teaching Social Studies

2. Develop and understanding of the Social Studies Practices 

and how they inform instruction

3. Collaborate on development of  a Social Studies Activity 

aligned to Scope and Sequence and Social Studies Practices

4. Share resources and materials that can support Social 

Studies Instruction
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Mapping Pizza

6

Using the Map, Identify 

and locate your favorite 

place to have NYC Pizza

Why is it worth worth the 

trip and time to eat at 

this location?

Make a case for visiting 

this restaurant

Share in Triads



Why Social Studies Matters
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Why is the teaching of Social Studies 

Important?

Think, Share and Chart at Your Tables



Why Social Studies Instruction is Important
 Connected to education for democracy and active knowledgeable 

citizenry

 Exposes students to the diversity of multiple perspectives

 Nurtures inquiry and critical thinking

 Builds and integrates knowledge of content with conceptual 

understanding

 Immerses students in investigations of enduring themes 

 As the integrated study of multiple disciplines (history, geography, 

economics, political science) in informs decisions and thinking in broad 

areas of daily life.

Source: NCSS and Social Studies Today edited by W. Parker
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Source: Report of 2012 National Survey of Science and Mathematics Education, Chapter 4, Table 4.2, page 54.

Content Number of Minutes

Grades K-3 Grades 4-6

Reading/Language Arts 89 83

Mathematics 54 61

Science 19 24

Social Studies 16 21

National Average: Instructional Time Per Day

http://www.horizon-research.com/2012nssme/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/2012-NSSME-Chapter-4.pdf


Looking Closely at NYC Social Studies Scope & Sequence
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How can the NYC Social Studies Scope and 

Sequence be used as tool for planning?

Think, Write and Discuss at your tables



Organization of the NYSED K-8 Social 

Studies Framework
4.1 GEOGRAPHY OF NEW YORK STATE: New York State has diverse 

geography. Various maps can be used to represent and examine the 

geography of New York State. (Standard: 3; Theme: GEO)

4.1a Physical and thematic maps can be used to explore 

New York State’s diverse geography.

 Students will be able to identify and map New York State’s major 
physical features including mountains, plateaus, rivers, lakes, 
and large bodies of water such as the Atlantic Ocean and Long 
Island Sound.

 Students will examine New York State climate and vegetation 
maps in relation to a New York State physical map, exploring the 
relationship between physical features and vegetation grown, 
and between physical features and climate. 

Key Idea

Conceptual  

Understating

Content 

Specification 



NYC Scope & Sequence 2014 - 2015

4.1 GEOGRAPHY OF NEW YORK STATE: New York State 

has diverse geography. Various maps can be used to 

represent and examine the geography of New York State. 

(Standard 3)

Key Idea

Conceptual Understanding

Content 

Specification 

Physical geographic features of New York State 

and New York City

 Mountains (Adirondack, Appalachian, Catskill)

 Rivers (Alleghany, Bronx, Delaware, East, 

Genesee, Harlem, Hudson, Mohawk, Niagara, 

Richelieu, St. Lawrence, Susquehanna)

Geography 4.1a, 4.1b

 Location of New York State in relation to other 

states (countries/world/bodies of water and 

mountain ranges)
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Connecting Historical Images to Scope & Sequence 
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• How would you describe 

the image, what is the 

historical reference?

• Where in the NYC SS 

S&S can this image 

support content? (Which 

unit and grade)

• What is one question the 

teacher might ask when 

connecting this image to 

the content in the Scope 

and Sequence?

Think, Write, Share & Discuss with Triads



The Social Studies Practices 
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1. Gathering, Using, and Interpreting Evidence

2. Chronological Reasoning and Causation

3. Comparison and Contextualization

4. Geographic Reasoning

5. Economics and Economic Systems

6. Civic Participation



Looking Closely at the Social Studies Practices 
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In your Table Each person chooses one 

practice, Some will be duplicated. Each 

person reads practice across the grades 

and shares response to first question at 

table.

• What do you notice students 

are asked to do within and 

across the grades in this 

practice? (individual)

• How does a focus on the 

practices inform social 

studies instruction? (group)

Discuss the second question at your 

table & Chart Table Response to 

Second Question



Aligning Historical Image Questions to Social Studies Practices
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• How does one question you developed for the images support one or 

more of the Social Studies Practices? (explain) If it does not, how can 

you modify the question to support a social Studies Practice? 

In triads discuss: What is one way you modified the question to support a 

social studies practice?



Exploring a Social Studies Lesson

Pedagogy

Practices

Content
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How does this lesson support, Content, SS Practices

and Pedagogy?

In Triads, Each person annotates, focuses on one lens and shares 



Collaboratively Developing a Lesson Activity
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In Gallery Walk Respond to Three Activities with:

Comment, Question, Wondering, Recommended Resource, or 

Extension Activity.

At the end of the Gallery Walk, Groups Return to their chart, read 

feedback posted & discuss how they might incorporate the feedback.

Identify One Question from 
Historical Image Activity 

Develop A  Classroom 
Leaning Activity that 

supports, Content & Social 
Studies Practices

Chart Your Activity & 
Participate in Gallery Walk 



Additional Supporting Resources & Contact 

Information

Resource Link: http://tinyurl.com/newsspd

Eric Contreras

econtre@schools.nyc.gov

Earnestine Sweeting

ESweeting2@schools.nyc.gov

Brian Carlin

BCarlin@schools.nyc.gov

Joe Schmidt

JSchmid@schools.nyc.gov
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