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IRWIN ALTMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL 172   
81-14 257 Street

Floral Park, New York 11004

718 831-4000      FAX: (718) 831-4008______________________________________________

Mr. Jeffrey D. Slivko, Principal



   
 Mr. Thomas Scarpinato, Assistant Principal

   
 Ms. Cindy Kaplan-Manion, Assistant Principal

    
Ms. Maureen Rodriguez, Assistant Principal 
November 15, 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians of Grade 8 students:


You are receiving your child’s first quarter report card today. Please examine the information carefully in order to discuss your child’s progress with his/her teachers. 
For this Report –Term 1, MP 1 the report card lists:
1. your child’s classes (class, grade and class code)

2. your child’s teachers

3. the grade, Performance Level (1, 2, 3 or 4) and conduct (E,S, N or U) for each class

4. comments for the class

Additionally, your child’s number of days Absent and Late is recorded above the grades. Please check this attendance information and report any inaccuracies to the school. Attendance records cannot be changed after the end of the school year.
For the average at the bottom of the grade column, major subjects (ELA, Math, Social Studies, Science and Spanish) are weighted 1.0; minor subjects (art, music, drama, video, computer, journalism, library, gym, health, ESL, Resource Room and Reading) are weighted 0.1. Single period classes are given Pass (P) / Fail (F) grades and carry no weight.
The passing grade in each class for all students is 65. Students in the Grade 8 SP program must achieve a grade of 75 or above in each class and maintain an average of 85 or above to remain this program. 

Each quarter, Needs Improvement letters are sent home in the middle of that quarter to inform parents if their child Needs Improvement in a class (in order to pass,) is missing homework, is not meeting SP standards (for SP students) and/or has unsatisfactory conduct. These reports are provided so that parents can work with their children to improve their work and /or behavior prior to that quarter’s report card. 
Promotion for Grade 8 for General Education and Special Education Students and English Language Learners* (ELLs) tested in English to grade 9 will be based on a comprehensive assessment of whether students:

1. Meet NYC Performance Standards in Language Arts, Mathematics and Science as evidenced by student work, teacher observation, and assessments/grades; all students in grade 8, including ELL’s,  MUST achieve passing grades in English, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies (no less than 65.)
2. Achieve at or above proficiency level 2 on the State assessments in English Language Arts AND Mathematics.
3. Attain 90% attendance 
The 90% attendance requirement for all students equates to no more than 18 days absent for this 183-day school year.

All grade 8 students, including English Language Learners,  are also required to complete an Exit Project in Science and Social Studies, as well as take a NYS Science Test; non-SP students will take the NYS Intermediate Grade 8 Science Test and SP students will take the NYS Earth Science Regents Examination.

*All English Language Learners in grade 8 are required to take the NYS Math Test and NYS Science Test; ELL’s who have been in a United States school for one year must take the NYS ELA Test; recently-arrived non-English speaking students (less than 1 year in a U.S. school) will take the New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT)



***********************************************************

Helping students meet and exceed the promotional requirements is a priority.  Students who scored level 1 and 2 (and if funds allow, low-Level 3) on the Spring 2011 NYS ELA and Mathematics Tests are mandated to attend our After School Academic Intervention Services (AIS) program. The AIS ELA and Math Programs will begin in mid-November. If your child is registered in an AIS class, please make arrangements for your child to attend every session. 

If you choose to enroll your child in a tutorial program outside of the school in lieu of the AIS program, you must notify the school in writing.
Your child recently brought home a Parent-Teacher Conference letter which outlined conference procedures and listed the teachers’ rooms. Bring this letter with you for conferences. It is important that you make every effort to attend. Again, please note that Open School week is November 14-18 and fall Parent-Teacher conferences will take place on: 

Wednesday, November 16 

6:30-9:00pm



Thursday, November 17 

12:45-2:45pm 

Should you require an alternate arrangement, please contact your child’s teacher(s,) guidance counselor or Assistant Principal in writing.

We look forward to meeting you and working with you to make the 2011 - 2012 a year of academic achievement and success for all students.

Sincerely,
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Jeffrey D. Slivko, Principal
Please note these grade codes that may be on the report card:





X   student is excused from this class to attend an official program   


 (SETSS/ESL/Related Service) or


 is excused - new ELL (grade 6/7)





new admit – no grade given


7    medically excused absence


9   medically excused from physical education / no penalty.





Please note these important dates and put them on your calendar:


NYS ELA Test 	Tuesday & Wednesday,  April 17 & 18


NYS Math Test 	Monday & Tuesday, April 23 & 24





   Winter Recess – Dec. 24-Jan. 2- Students return January 3, 2012





   Mid Winter Recess – February 20-24, 2012





   Spring Recess - April 6-13, 2012 –Students return April 16.


   


(Please arrange your vacation trips around the school calendar)





Grade 8 students who do not meet promotional criteria for the 2011-2012 academic year will not be permitted to participate in the Graduation Ceremony in June. 








