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Revised Public Comment Analysis 

 

Date:    February 24, 2010 

 

Topic:   Proposed Co-location of Explore Empower Charter School (84K742)  

   and M.S. 394 in School Building K210  

 

Date of Panel Vote:  February 24, 2010 

 

The analysis of public comment regarding the proposed co-location of Explore Empower 

Charter School (“Explore Empower”) was revised on February 24, 2010, to reflect additional 

comments that had not been captured in the analysis that was posted on the New York City 

Department of Education’s (“DOE”) Web site on February 23, 2010.  

 

One advocacy organization submitted general comments objecting to all proposed co-

locations of charter schools with existing district schools.  Although the comments did not 

address any one co-location proposal in particular, the DOE has appended these comments to the 

public comment analysis for each of the proposed charter co-locations. 

 

 

Summary of Proposal 

In the 2010-2011 school year, Explore Empower Charter School (“Explore Empower”) 

will relocate from its current site in school building K138, located at 760 Prospect Place in 

Brooklyn to school building K210, located at 188 Rochester Avenue in Brooklyn. As of the 

2009-10 school year, Explore Empower serves students in grades K-2, but the school will 

gradually phase-in one new grade annually until it achieves full scale serving students from 

Kindergarten through eighth grade. Explore Empower’s current building cannot accommodate 

the school when it grows to full scale, but K210 has adequate capacity to house a fully-enrolled 

Explore Empower Charter School alongside MS 394, an existing school that serves students in 

grades Pre-K through 8 in the building. This proposal will not displace any students from MS 

394. The relocation of Explore Empower will achieve several key goals.  

 

First, the move will alleviate overcrowding in the K138 building. At present, that 

building is home to Explore Empower along with P.S. 138. These schools have a combined 

enrollment of 1,098 students, which represents 78 percent of the building’s target capacity of 

1,409 students. Explore Empower currently serves 156 students in grades K-2, and K138 does 
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not have the capacity to absorb the approximately 244 additional students projected to enroll in 

Explore Empower as it grows to its full scale serving students in grades K-8. 

 

The DOE, therefore, proposes to relocate Explore Empower to building K210, located 

less than two miles from its current site in District 17. K210 houses M.S. 394, which serves 

students in grades Pre-K through 8. The K210 building has a target capacity of 1,350 students, 

but total enrollment at M.S. 394 is only 714 students, meaning that the building is operating at 

only 53 percent of targeted capacity. No M.S. 394 students will be displaced by this proposal, 

and both schools will have adequate space and facilities resources to support all students, 

including those with special needs. Beginning next September, Explore Empower would serve 

students in grades K-3 and the school would continue to add one grade per year until the 2016-17 

school year, at which point it will be operating at full scale. Even at that point, the combined 

enrollment of Explore Empower and M.S. 394 is projected to be approximately 1,114 students, 

which would mean a building utilization rate of 82 percent. 

 

This proposal will also achieve a second, key goal of helping to alleviate overcrowding in 

District 17 schools by converting underutilized space in K210 into new elementary and middle 

school seats. While admission to Explore Empower will be via lottery, District 17 students will 

be given preference in that lottery, resulting in a net gain of K-8 seats for District 17 children. 

 

Finally, this proposal will continue to expand access to high-quality elementary and 

middle school options for District 17 students and their families. There are currently 2,201 

students on the waitlist for Explore Charter School and Explore Empower Charter School. 

 

An Educational Impact Statement on this proposal was posted on the Department of 

Education’s Web site on January 8, 2010.   

 

Summary of Comments Received at the Joint Public Hearing 

 

A joint public hearing was held at K210 on February 9, 2010, and all interested parties 

had an opportunity to provide input on the proposal.  Approximately seventy people attended the 

hearing, and eleven people spoke. One person spoke in opposition to the proposal, citing 

concerns about possible safety and accessibility issues that could arise by placing kindergarten, 

first grade, and second grade students on the fifth floor of the K210 building.  

 

Ten members of the public spoke in favor of the proposal, citing strong parental support 

for Explore Empower, its college preparatory instructional vision, the school’s faculty and staff, 

and the sense of community that exists at Explore Empower.  

 

Summary of Issues Raised in Written and Oral Comments 

and Significant Alternatives Suggested 

No written nor oral written comments regarding this proposal have been received. No significant 

alternatives have been proposed.  

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed 

and Changes Made to the Proposal 
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In response to the concerns raised at the hearing about possible safety and accessibility 

issues in placing Explore Empower kindergarten, first grade, and second grade students on the 

fifth floor of the K210 building, Explore Empower is housed on the fourth floor in its current 

location, and the DOE has no reason to believe housing students on the fifth floor in K210 will 

pose any additional safety risks. Other examples of placing kindergarten, first and second grade 

students on the fifth floor of school buildings exist including DREAM Charter School located in 

the 04M121 building with P.S. 38, Roberto Clemente.   

 

No changes to the proposal have been made. The proposal will be presented to the Panel 

for Educational Policy at the February 24, 2010 meeting as it is currently posted. 

 

A copy of the educational impact statement for this proposal can be obtained at 

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/585A6F4E-316F-45AF-A1C4-

0F38AC7260E8/75210/K210ExploreEmpowerEISFinal1812.pdf 

 

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/585A6F4E-316F-45AF-A1C4-0F38AC7260E8/75210/K210ExploreEmpowerEISFinal1812.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/585A6F4E-316F-45AF-A1C4-0F38AC7260E8/75210/K210ExploreEmpowerEISFinal1812.pdf
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Appendix: Response to Comments Regarding Proposed Co-locations of Charter Schools 

 

 

 

Summary of Issues Raised and Significant Alternatives Suggested 

 

One advocacy organization submitted general comments objecting to all proposed co-

locations of charter schools with existing district schools.  In opposing the DOE’s proposed co-

locations, the comments cited the following reasons: (1) the DOE did not use accurate data in 

analyzing the utilization and capacity of school buildings; (2) the utilization formula used by the 

DOE is inadequate and assumes inappropriate target class sizes; (3) charter schools enroll fewer 

high needs students than district and citywide averages, leading to higher concentrations of high 

needs students in district schools; and (4) the expansion of charter schools has eliminated critical 

space from district schools. 

 

The comments suggest a moratorium on any new charter co-locations, or expansions of 

existing charter schools within shared public school space, until an independent review is 

conducted to assess the capacity in existing public school buildings and make determinations 

about the amount of space required to reduce class size to mandated levels. 

 

 

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed  

and Changes Made to the Proposals 

 

The comments assert that the DOE did not use accurate data in analyzing utilization and 

capacity of school buildings.  The data used in analyzing the utilization and capacity of school 

buildings comes from “The Enrollment, Capacity and Utilization Report” (also known as the 

“Blue Book”), which is the standard by which the DOE measures the maximum capacity of a 

school building compared to the enrollment. These calculations are based on information 

provided by principals in the Annual Facilities Survey conducted by the School Construction 

Authority.  In addition to considering the Blue Book information, the DOE conducts a physical 

survey of school buildings and takes into consideration current programming prior to proposing a 

change in utilization. 

 

With regard to the comment regarding the use of inappropriate target class sizes, the 

DOE does use aspirational targets for school buildings but feels that these goals are appropriate 

for ensuring a quality education for all students.  The DOE understands that building usage 

varies by schools and leaves programming decisions to school leaders.  However, it is important 

to have a standard means of assessing the use of our limited physical plant resources consistently 

across the city.  The class size targets used for the 2008-2009 Blue Book calculations of target 

capacity and utilization are lower than those used for determining historical capacity and 

utilization. 

 

The comments assert that charter schools enroll fewer high needs students than the 

citywide and district averages, thereby leading to higher concentrations of high needs students in 

district schools.  It is important to note that charter school admissions are done by lottery as 
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required by State Education Law.  Charter schools do in fact serve the full range of public school 

students.  
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