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[START RECORDING] 1 

MR. JUAN MENDEZ:  Good evening, ladies and 2 

gentlemen.  This is a joint public hearing of 3 

the Department of Education, the Community 4 

Education Council and the School Leadership Team 5 

for the proposed opening and colocation of the 6 

new high school, 24Q236 with Newtown High 7 

School, 24Q455 in this building, Q455, beginning 8 

in the academic year 2013-2014.  I am high 9 

school superintendent Juan Mendez.  We have 10 

asked the District 24 Community Education 11 

Council and the School Leadership Team of 12 

Newtown High School to participate in this joint 13 

public hearing.  I'm joined tonight by Deborah 14 

Martinez from the SLT who's also the PTA 15 

president of Newtown High School.  Welcome. 16 

[applause]  17 

MR. MENDEZ:  We are also awaiting the 18 

arrival of a person who has confirmed for this 19 

evening, Maria D’Amico, a member of the CEC 20 

District 24, as well as Dethress Ulmer Lesley, 21 

the citywide Council for High School Queens 22 

Representative.  This hearing is being recorded.  23 

The purpose of this hearing is for you to 24 

provide comments about the proposal.  Before I 25 
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describe the proposal I want to make sure that 1 

you are all aware of the opportunity provided 2 

for your input.  All those who wish to speak 3 

must sign up in the speaker signup area located 4 

just outside the auditorium.  The signup list 5 

will close at 6:25.  Speakers will be given the 6 

floor in the order that they have signed up.  7 

All comments are limited to two minutes.  There 8 

may be elected officials who arrive at different 9 

times throughout this evening.  If they wish to 10 

speak, we will do our best to accommodate them 11 

at the first opportune moment.  Those who are 12 

here at the start of the public comment segment 13 

will be asked to speak first.  All comments will 14 

be mentioned in the analysis of public comment 15 

to be published and provided to the Panel of 16 

Education Policy the evening before the panel 17 

votes.  That vote is scheduled for March 11th at 18 

6 P.M. at Brooklyn Technical High School, 29 19 

Fort Greene Place, Brooklyn, NY, 11217.  In 20 

addition, we welcome any comments and feedback 21 

you may have at any time before the panel votes 22 

on both proposals.  The email address and the 23 

telephone number where comments may be made are 24 

D as in David, d24proposals with an S at the end 25 
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at schools.nyc.gov.  Again, 1 

d24proposals@schools.nyc.gov or by calling (212) 2 

374-7621.  Again, the telephone number is (212) 3 

374-7621.  On January 18th, 2013, the New York 4 

City Department of Education, DOE, issued an 5 

educational impact statement, EIS, describing a 6 

proposal to open and collocate 24Q236, a new 7 

international high school at Newtown High School 8 

campus in school building Q455 located at 48-01 9 

90th Street, Queens, New York, 11373, within 10 

Community School District 24.  International 11 

schools are designed to provide quality 12 

education for recently arrived immigrant 13 

students through a unique educational model 14 

which will offer rigorous academic programming 15 

to prepare English language learners, learner 16 

students for post-secondary college and careers.  17 

If this proposal is approved, 24Q236 will be 18 

collocated in building Q455 with Newtown High 19 

School, 24Q455, an existing high school that 20 

serves grades 9 through 12.  A colocation means 21 

that two or more school organizations are 22 

located in the same building and may share 23 

common spaces like auditoriums, gymnasiums and 24 

cafeterias.  On February 14th, 2013, the DOE 25 
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issued an amended EIS that clarified that the 1 

planned enrollment reduction will impact 2 

Newtown's admissions priorities and not 3 

Newtown's admissions methods and provided 4 

updated information regarding the change in 5 

Newtown's admissions priorities.  The amended 6 

EIS also specified changes to available 9th 7 

grade seats at Newtown.  In consultation with 8 

the school leaders, cluster, network support and 9 

community, the DOE is planning to reduce the 10 

enrollment at Newtown over a period of four 11 

years beginning in September 2013.  By 2016-2017 12 

academic year, enrollment at Newtown will 13 

decrease by approximately 304 to 344 students, 14 

so that it will serve 1110 to 1950 students at 15 

scale in 9th through 12th grades.  This 16 

reduction of Newtown's enrollment will create 17 

additional space for 24Q236 to open in this 18 

building, Q455.  The DOE does not anticipate 19 

reducing Newtown's enrollment if the proposal to 20 

collocate 24Q236 is not approved.  The proposed 21 

colocation of 24Q236 in building Q455 is part of 22 

the DOE's central goal, to create new school 23 

options that will better serve future students 24 

and the community at large and to provide 25 
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another option in the Q455 building.  24Q236 1 

will be a screened international high school 2 

that will serve approximately 300 to 340 3 

students at scale in 9th through 12th grades, 4 

and give opportunity to Queens residents who 5 

have lived in the United States for four years 6 

or fewer at the time of admissions to high 7 

school and whose home language is not English.  8 

According to the 2011-2012 enrollment capacity 9 

utilization report, also known as the blue book, 10 

building Q455 has a target capacity of 2396 11 

students.  In the academic year 2012-13, the 12 

building serves approximately 2254 students, 13 

yielding a building capacity utilization rate of 14 

94%.  In this colocation proposal, if this 15 

colocation proposal is approved, 24Q236 will 16 

gradually phase into Q455 while Newtown 17 

simultaneously scales back its enrollment.  The 18 

new school will serve students in 9th grade in 19 

the 2013-2014 school year and will add one grade 20 

every year until the school reaches its full 21 

grade span of 9th through 12th grades in the 22 

year 2016-2017 serving approximately 300 to 340 23 

students.  In 2016-2017, once Newtown has 24 

completed its enrollment reduction and 24Q236 25 
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has reached full scale, it is projected that 1 

there will be approximately 2210 to 2290 2 

students served in this building, Q455, yielding 3 

an estimated building utilization rate of 4 

approximately 92% to 96%.  At this time, I would 5 

like to recognize and invite members of the 6 

panel at the dais who would like to give a 7 

presentation, the first speaker from the dais is 8 

Miss Deborah Martinez, SLT member, PTA 9 

president, Newtown High School.  Let's give her 10 

a round of applause. 11 

[applause]  12 

MS. DEBORAH MARTINEZ:  Buenos noches, good 13 

evening.  [Foreign language 00:12:33 - 00:12:46]  14 

Primero, I want to say thank you to everybody 15 

that's here tonight because that means that 16 

you're very worried about what's going on in the 17 

school that your kids are.  [Foreign language 18 

00:12:54 – 00:12:57] My name is Deborah 19 

Martinez; I'm the PTA president. [Foreign 20 

language 00:12:59 – 00:13:05] Now I want to 21 

fight for Newtown High School to be only one 22 

school. 23 

[applause]  24 

MS. MARTINEZ:  [Foreign language 00:13:14 – 25 
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00:13:35] He gave a phone number.  He gave an 1 

email address.  It's not only one person that 2 

needs to call.  It's everybody.  We have like 3 

2000 kids in this school.  If you send your 4 

friend, if you send your neighbor, if you send 5 

your uncle, if you send your boyfriend, your 6 

girlfriend--call, send messages.  They're going 7 

to hear. [Foreign language 00:13:52 – 00:14:08] 8 

So we are only one--it's una sola, - - we are 9 

only one group, yes or no--what are we, only one 10 

Newtown, right? 11 

[applause]  12 

MS. MARTINEZ:  So we have to fight.  13 

[Foreign language 00:14:22 – 00:14:28] We want 14 

more school or only one school? 15 

[applause]  16 

MS. MARTINEZ:  [Foreign language 00:14:33 - 17 

00:14:40] 18 

[applause]  19 

MS. MARTINEZ:  So that means [Foreign 20 

language 00:14:44 - 00:15:05].  We don't want to 21 

share bathrooms.  We don't want to share 22 

gymnastics.  We don't want to share.  We want to 23 

be only Newtown - - Newtown.  You hear me? 24 

[applause]  25 
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MS. MARTINEZ:  [Foreign language 00:15:22 - 1 

00:15:32] You're having here, you're having 2 

talking with the parents.  We have been telling 3 

you all the progress that Newtown has been doing 4 

this whole year [Foreign language 00:15:39 – 5 

00:16:10] Only one Newtown, una sola Newtown. 6 

[Foreign language 00:16:14 – 00:16:22] 7 

[applause]  8 

MS. MARTINEZ:  [Foreign language 00:16:23 – 9 

00:16:26] I want to say thank you to you, 10 

everybody.  11 

MR. MENDEZ:  Thank you.  I now want to 12 

recognize Maria D’Amico, CEC representative who 13 

has arrived.  Maria?  Okay.  14 

[applause]  15 

MR. MENDEZ:  Thank you.  At this time, we 16 

are going to first recognize members in the 17 

audience.  We have our dear Queens Borough 18 

president Helen Marshall here with us. 19 

[applause]  20 

MR. MENDEZ:  She's sitting to my right and 21 

Miss Marshall is going to be the first speaker.   22 

MS. HELEN MARSHALL:  Thank you.  Good 23 

evening.  Buenos noches.  Okay.  I need somebody 24 

to translate more Spanish than I have, okay?  I 25 
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took 16 credits, I live in Queens, so what 1 

I've picked up, that's what I have to use, okay?  2 

Dear Chancellor Walcott--that's who this letter 3 

is addressed to--I am writing in opposition to 4 

the proposed opening of a colocation-- 5 

[applause]  6 

MS. MARSHALL:  --Of the new international 7 

high school with Newtown High School--oh, that's 8 

better, okay--in building Q455 beginning in 2013 9 

to 2014.  It is my understanding that the new 10 

international high school will be a screened 11 

program that will not give neighborhood 12 

residents a priority.  Newtown High School has 13 

long served a large immigrant population where 14 

they now speak English as their first language.  15 

In fact, Newtown currently has 700 language 16 

students and has developed a small learning 17 

community, a comprehensive program that 18 

addresses the unique needs of recent immigrants.  19 

This curriculum has enabled many of its students 20 

right here to eventually enroll in one of 21 

Newtown's exceptional programs, such as 22 

engineering, business and art.  This is a 23 

wonderful school and I really don't know a high 24 

school like this.  When we came before when 25 
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there was a threat, every seat was filled.  1 

You don't see that in high school.  You don't 2 

really see that in high school.  And you have a 3 

PTA and so on--this is a school with a lot of 4 

love, a lot of love, and a lot of learning--a 5 

lot of learning, which is even more important. 6 

[applause]  7 

MS. MARSHALL:  Newtown is on the upswing.  8 

Don't stop us now, okay?  This school is doing-- 9 

[applause]  10 

MS. MARSHALL:  Yes.  Okay; all right.  Last 11 

year, the school received a B rating with the 12 

graduation rate of 68%.  I urge the Department 13 

of Education to continue to provide this school 14 

with the tools to support their focus and 15 

improvements.  I know that all the students can 16 

benefit from Newtown's cohesive, challenging and 17 

innovative opportunities from this wonderful, 18 

wonderful school and so I really would like to 19 

see it remain as it is.  Right now you're not 20 

too overcrowded.  You're not too overcrowded, 21 

but you are overcrowded because people love this 22 

school and it's in the middle of a community and 23 

it's not--as many of our high schools are, 24 

sitting off someplace else where the kids have 25 
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to get on a bus or some way to get to school, 1 

but the people who live around here--how many 2 

people live right here within walking distance 3 

to this school?  Let me see the students--let me 4 

see the students, okay?  All right.  Okay. 5 

[applause]  6 

MS. MARSHALL:  All right.  Okay.  Well, this 7 

is just the beginning and it's the way that the 8 

Board of Education is announcing what they plan 9 

to do with this school.  I went up to the 10 

principal's office and some of the things that I 11 

heard, which is what they're planning to do, are 12 

not really the best, and so we'd like to talk it 13 

over with maybe the parents, of course the 14 

administration of the school and some students 15 

who can really speak for the other students--16 

need to sit down and talk with them.  This 17 

school is working.  This school is working.  I 18 

mean, when you walk in the door you feel the 19 

warmth and the happiness just like my old Morris 20 

High School in the Bronx, okay? 21 

[applause]  22 

MS. MARSHALL:  All right.  Well, I'm going 23 

to stick with the school no matter what over the 24 

time and see if I can make it a little more easy 25 
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on the parents and the students in the school 1 

and on the school itself, okay?  So any time the 2 

principal or anybody lets me know what's 3 

happening in the school, I will sit down with 4 

the chancellor and talk with him.  I hope he can 5 

make it tonight.  I don't know.  He came the 6 

last time, but he's not here now.  He didn't 7 

tell us that he wouldn't be here so he might 8 

still come, okay?  All right.  We'll stick 9 

together, okay?  Newtown is a great school. 10 

[applause]  11 

MS. MARSHALL:  No hate, no hate.  All right.  12 

I'll be sitting over here.  I want to hear what 13 

everybody has to say, okay?  Thank you.  14 

Gracias.  Gracias. 15 

[applause]  16 

MR. MENDEZ:  Thank you so very much.  At 17 

this time, I would like to call a representative 18 

from City Council Member Dromm, Sebastian 19 

McGuire, who will make a statement on his 20 

behalf. 21 

[applause]  22 

MR. SEBASTIAN MCGUIRE:  My name is Sebastian 23 

Maguire and I serve as Council Member Daniel 24 

Dromm's council.  He is unfortunately unable to 25 
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attend tonight and he sends his regrets, but 1 

he asked me to read the following statement: I 2 

am opposed to colocation.  At this-- 3 

[applause]  4 

MR. MCGUIRE:  At this crucial time, when 5 

Newtown has been steadily improving, such a move 6 

would have a detrimental impact.  It is true 7 

that much work remains, but that is precisely 8 

the argument for letting this improvement 9 

continue, uninterrupted and undeterred by the 10 

colocation of another school.  I have already 11 

called for a moratorium on all colocations.  I 12 

am pleased that State Senator Toby Stavisky has 13 

joined me concluding that colocation is not the 14 

way to help Newtown students. 15 

[applause]  16 

MR. MCGUIRE:  The educational philosophy 17 

that reallocating resources, reassigning 18 

students and recalculating statistics will lead 19 

to real progress is flawed.  Our students and 20 

administrators are not simply numbers.  Our 21 

students are not simply test scores.  Most 22 

important, we should not be setting up our 23 

schools to fail. 24 

[applause]  25 
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MR. MCGUIRE:  The Newtown community needs 1 

the support of the administration and so 2 

colocation is clearly not the answer.  The 3 

Department of Education should rather be giving 4 

additional resources to Newtown.  Instead, the 5 

DOE has forgotten about the students in the 6 

apparent power struggle between local control of 7 

our schools and a DOE intent on destroying 8 

Newtown.  Newtown was originally supposed to be 9 

a turnaround school.  Then, the DOE wanted to 10 

close it, but the UFT sued to keep it open.  11 

Now, the DOE wants to collocate a school.  Every 12 

year the DOE comes up with yet another plan that 13 

never directly helps the school.  Enough is 14 

enough. 15 

[applause]  16 

MR. MCGUIRE:  Finally, I want to recognize 17 

the work of all of the advocates challenging the 18 

idea that what Newtown needs is the imposition 19 

of yet another school on the site.  Thank you, 20 

students.  Thank you, parents.  Thank you, 21 

teachers.  Thank you, administrators.  Keep up 22 

the fight.  Thank you. 23 

[applause]  24 

MR. MENDEZ:  I now want to recognize the 25 



 16 

representatives of different elected officials 1 

attending this joint public hearing.  We have 2 

from representative of City Council Member 3 

Julissa Ferreras, we have Joel Trinidad 4 

[phonetic] here.  Please be recognized. 5 

[applause]  6 

MR. MENDEZ:  We also have representative of 7 

Assembly Member Jeff Aubry, Louise Emanuel, also 8 

attending. 9 

[applause]  10 

[background noise]  11 

MR. MENDEZ:  We have now concluded the 12 

formal presentations.  We will now open the 13 

floor for public comments.  Speakers will be 14 

given the floor in the order that they signed 15 

up.  All comments, again, are limited to two 16 

minutes.  There's a microphone here placed to 17 

your left, to my right, and numbers are being 18 

assigned to individual speakers.  19 

[background noise]  20 

MR. MENDEZ:  Okay.   21 

[background noise]  22 

MR. MENDEZ:  Prior to the additional--to the 23 

public comments, there's one more member from 24 

the dais that was added, the SLT/UFT chapter 25 
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leader from Newtown High School, Chris Sias 1 

who is sitting here. 2 

[applause]  3 

MR. CHRIS SIAS:  Thank you.   4 

[applause]  5 

MR. CHRIS SIAS:  Okay.  Anyway, I have a 6 

slide show here to help us illustrate the 7 

things.  You can go to the next one.  All right, 8 

so anyway, I took a quote from one of the 9 

papers--I liked this one.  I hate when people 10 

read Power Point but I'm going to read it.  It 11 

says "The school has been struggling to 12 

improve"--you know what, I'll do that.  Okay.  13 

Got you.  Thanks.  I'm always good with this 14 

public speaking stuff.  "...To improve and has 15 

done the job.  It seems as if the city wants to 16 

make sure that Newtown fails."  That was in one 17 

of the local papers.  I thought it was a great 18 

quote because it kind of illustrates the last 19 

five or six years how there have been all these 20 

programs that they keep switching every few 21 

years and when it succeeds they're like, oh, but 22 

let's do something else.  There were some 23 

statistics in the actual report that they have--24 

I think that's what I have next, and I focused 25 
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on a few of these.  You can see them up here.  1 

I have them bulleted in individual things.  This 2 

was from actually the DOE report.  Next slide.  3 

34%--we got this from the Times--34% of the 4 

city's students missed a month or more of school 5 

last year, that was 2011, from the Times, and 6 

then we see in the report that our rate has kind 7 

of hovered around 85%, so that's an improvement.  8 

It's gone up.  So they can't really hold that 9 

against us. 10 

[applause]  11 

MR. SIAS:  Next one.  Again, we had a 12 

representative from the Department of Education 13 

go in and we received a B so again, going from a 14 

C to a B, it's an improvement.  It seems to set 15 

us back as a school.  It kind of sends the wrong 16 

message by saying hey, you know what, you're not 17 

succeeding--even though you got a B, we're 18 

putting something else in here.  This was also a 19 

program that I think was in effect last year 20 

which was where the court kind of held up that 21 

the program that they were doing last year 22 

wasn't really honest.  Next one.  Here we got 23 

our graduation rates--again, it's gone up each 24 

year for the last few years.  It's up to 68%.  25 
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That's an improvement.   1 

[applause]  2 

MR. SIAS:  This is probably even a better 3 

stat, where students receiving a Regents diploma 4 

has gone up from a low of 36% there to up to 5 

64%, so that's a dramatic improvement. 6 

[applause]  7 

MR. SIAS:  And again, I wish I could take 8 

credit for this Power Point, but I'm like a 9 

monkey with thumbs and stuff.  This was a 10 

website that one of our teachers did, a brand 11 

new teacher, one of the ones that might be 12 

affected with a second school coming in, and she 13 

has a panel where the students spoke--that's the 14 

next one, and again, we can see how the students 15 

are involved in interested in their school, 16 

talking about like, the school is multicultural, 17 

what would dividing do but make this place 18 

uninviting, it's a ridiculous idea--that's a 19 

great quote.  And then I conclude--let's see, 20 

we've got a few other things here.  Next one.  21 

Here was a meeting that we held in the school 22 

where students came back and they were in 23 

college and they were giving advice to the other 24 

ones to help our college readiness.  We also see 25 
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the City Year kid helping.  Newtown has a rich 1 

history.  We have these cases full of artifacts 2 

from the past.  You know, the school's been 3 

around 100 years.  It's a good thing.  And I 4 

like... 5 

[applause]  6 

MR. SIAS:  I like this slide because it's 7 

the World's Fair in 1936.  When my grandparents 8 

came to this country as immigrants from Germany, 9 

my uncle came here--this was the school he 10 

graduated from and again, it has a rich history 11 

of serving its immigrants.  And more pictures of 12 

the old school--here's our guitar program.  We 13 

talked also-- 14 

[applause]  15 

MR. SIAS:  --How in the report, a lot of our 16 

extracurricular things, our programs would be 17 

cut.  There would be less seats available to 18 

students and it just seems again, it's very 19 

wrongheaded.  Here are kids that are succeeding, 20 

they're doing well, and we're going to say hey, 21 

there are going to be less seats for the class 22 

after you.  And here are our contact numbers if 23 

you wish to, you know, contact--either way.  24 

Whatever way--this is a democracy, whatever you 25 
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want, you contact the Board of Ed and that's 1 

pretty much it. 2 

[applause]  3 

MR. SIAS:  I got one more slide.  And of 4 

course, I always think with stuff of this great 5 

movie Jaws where the mayor if the city of 6 

Amityville is sitting there and saying there's 7 

no shark, and I don't know if we can make a 8 

conclusion about that, but you know, maybe 9 

sometimes people, they need to be bit in the ass 10 

to see what's good education.  Have a good 11 

night. 12 

[applause]  13 

[background noise]  14 

MR. MENDEZ:  So at this time, we're going to 15 

open the floor for public comments.  Again, the 16 

speakers will be given the floor in the order 17 

that they signed up.  I'm going to read the 18 

first 10 names so that you can come to the area 19 

and be ready.  The number one is Diego Arias, 20 

number two-- 21 

[applause]  22 

MR. MENDEZ:  --Christian Seitz, number 23 

three, Joe Doyle, number four, Frank Paul, 24 

number five, Endang Sulami, number six, Nguyen 25 
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Nguyen, number seven, Washington Sanchez, UFT 1 

representative for Queens, a special 2 

representative, number eight, Jennifer Martinez-3 

- 4 

[applause]  5 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number nine, Kenny Pati, and 6 

number ten, Jiawen Shen.  So those 10 7 

individuals, please come to the area.   8 

[background noise]  9 

MR. MENDEZ:  The first speaker, Diego Arias. 10 

[applause]  11 

MR. DIEGO ARIAS:  Thank you.  Hey.  My name 12 

is Diego Arias and I'm a student here at 13 

Newtown. 14 

[applause]  15 

MR. ARIAS:  And for me, I am pretty sure 16 

that all these people have a different subject 17 

to talk about this, but for me I want to focus 18 

on the education.  Okay.  So I feel as though, 19 

like, imagination, creation and determination is 20 

a great part of life and for me if you collocate 21 

a school you're going to limit all that stuff, 22 

you know, the tools to create and do all these 23 

things, and note that without these tools, we 24 

find it much more harder to achieve the dream--25 
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you know, the American dream, to do whatever 1 

you want to learn, to have a great life.  And if 2 

you take that away, and you try to give them to 3 

students, like, and share them, what are you 4 

going to get?  I mean, for me, I want to make 5 

sure that the life and the future is much more 6 

better than the life we have now so I think that 7 

keeping the education here at Newtown is the way 8 

to go because think--look how much we're 9 

improving.  I mean, we're improving every year.  10 

Man, these people keep wanting to put us down 11 

even though if we keep going up. 12 

[applause]  13 

MR. ARIAS:  So to collocate a school here is 14 

for now just like, I just don't think that's the 15 

right way.  I'm sure all of you people don't 16 

think it's the right way but apparently they say 17 

oh, yeah, it's the right way, so like, I think 18 

it's the best thing to do just to keep the 19 

school open, because I feel that it's not about 20 

the best you can--it's not about being the best.  21 

It's about being the best you can be, and with 22 

Newtown you have all that. 23 

[applause]  24 

MR. ARIAS:  And that's about--that's all 25 
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about I have to say, and I'm a student at 1 

Newtown and I'm proud of it. 2 

[applause]  3 

MR. MENDEZ:  Thank you.  The next speaker is 4 

Christian Seitz.  5 

[applause]  6 

MR. CHRISTIAN SEITZ:  Good evening.  My name 7 

is Christian Seitz.  I'm a math teacher at 8 

Newtown High School and I'm a former Newtown 9 

High School graduate.  I returned to Newtown 10 

after being in aerospace engineering and I have 11 

a couple questions for you.  One, why did you 12 

decide to create a new small limited ESL school 13 

inside Newtown High School when we have one of 14 

the best ESL departments in the city? 15 

[applause]  16 

MR. SEITZ:  At Newtown, the ESL department 17 

has not only created a good environment for our 18 

students with an enriched program, but our 19 

students are family--they're not students. 20 

[applause]  21 

MR. SEITZ:  My second question is why, if 22 

you chose to create a new school, why not put it 23 

in a new school, my reasoning being - - High 24 

School is a neighboring high school which is 25 
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underutilized and there is no problem by 1 

creating a new school inside a new school and 2 

taking away and creating disruption at Newtown 3 

High School because we have to give up part of 4 

our facility. 5 

[applause]  6 

MR. SEITZ:  And I think you're sending a bad 7 

message to our students by doing this because we 8 

have an excellent ESL department and you're 9 

telling us we're going to put a better school in 10 

your school as an ESL department.  You're 11 

sending the wrong message.  Thank you. 12 

[applause]  13 

MR. MENDEZ:  The next speaker is Joe Doyle. 14 

[applause]  15 

MR. JOE DOYLE:  I'm Joe Doyle.  I've taught 16 

history here at Newtown for the past 14 years.  17 

I oppose colocation in this building.  I think 18 

it would strangle our school, squeezing us out 19 

of existence and it would do so in an ugly way 20 

that would make our students at Newtown feel 21 

like second class citizens.  The new school 22 

located in this building will get the best of 23 

everything--new furniture, new wall-size flat 24 

screens, brand new maps for teaching history, 25 
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new textbooks.  Our Newtown students soldier 1 

on in classrooms with scuffed up, beaten up 2 

furniture and paint flaking off the ceiling onto 3 

their heads.  Our Newtown students currently 4 

make do with a fraction of the number of 5 

textbooks they need, and many of those textbooks 6 

badly in need of replacement.  The new school 7 

gets the best of everything, plus all of the 8 

newest bells and whistles.  The runt school gets 9 

the worst of everything--maps and books that are 10 

falling apart.  It's Jim Crow, plain and simple, 11 

what Mayor Bloomberg is proposing to do to us.  12 

It would be a crime to do that to our Newtown 13 

students.  They're wonderful young men and 14 

women.  They're bright and energetic.  They're 15 

hungry to learn and you couldn't find kinder, 16 

nicer kids in New York City.  I can't walk 17 

anywhere in this school-- 18 

[applause]  19 

MR. DOYLE:  I can't walk anywhere in the 20 

school without beautiful kids from Tibet or 21 

Nepal or the Dominican Republic or Bangladesh or 22 

Pakistan yelling my name and waving frantically 23 

at me even though I've taught them just an hour 24 

before.  What do these beautiful kids need?  25 
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Smaller class sizes.  The campaign for fiscal 1 

equity lawsuit that was finally won in 2001 2 

mandated $15 billion more money to be spent on 3 

students like ours.  Our current classrooms are 4 

forcing 34 kids into a classroom.  We have room 5 

now to have smaller class size.  Mayor 6 

Bloomberg, PEP, please don't do this to us. 7 

[applause]  8 

MR. MENDEZ:  The fourth speaker is Frank 9 

Paul. 10 

[applause]  11 

MR. FRANK PAUL:  Hi, my name is Paul and I'm 12 

a senior at Newtown.  This school has made a lot 13 

of progress over the years.  As a proud member 14 

of the guitar ensemble, I can proudly say that 15 

we have one of the best programs in the city.  16 

We also have a fabulous robotics team that just 17 

won the regionals last year.  With that being 18 

said, there is something to be taken into 19 

consideration. 20 

[applause]  21 

MR. PAUL:  Many of the participants in these 22 

fabulous programs are ESL students.  By 23 

implementing another school into this building, 24 

the ESL engineering, architecture, business, and 25 



 28 

all of the programs will shrink due to the 1 

decline of seats available.  Our students will 2 

not be fortunate enough to be part of these 3 

necessary programs and advancement will decline.  4 

With another school in place, we will be losing 5 

a portion of Newtown and the space for our 6 

students and teachers will be limited.  Then, 7 

just like every other time, Mayor Bloomberg will 8 

say that our school has not improved and he'll 9 

try to close it.  This school has been attacked 10 

by Bloomberg year after year.  Last time, they 11 

wanted to shut us down.  This year, they want to 12 

add a new school.  What are they going to do 13 

next year?  I do not support the colocation of 14 

another school because this is Newtown and only 15 

Newtown--one school, one building.  Thank you. 16 

[applause]  17 

MR. MENDEZ:  Thank you.  The fifth speaker, 18 

Endang Sulami. 19 

[applause]  20 

MS. ENDANG SULAMI:  Thank you.  Good 21 

evening, everyone.  My name is Endang Sulami.  22 

I'm here representing my community.  We are a 23 

community, a family, where the students, parents 24 

and all the staff have build - -.  Newtown High 25 
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School has been serving our community for many 1 

years.  And now Newtown High School, it has 2 

approximately about 80 different languages.  The 3 

students from all over the world, they come here 4 

absolutely no English but new high school takes 5 

them.  They need more time to graduate.  The 6 

school now is improving from the grade C to 7 

grade B.  If Mr. Mayor Bloomberg has a lot of 8 

money, why doesn't Mr. Bloomberg help the 9 

Newtown High School, the new program and - - to 10 

be better in the next future?  We will hope that 11 

Mr. Mayor Bloomberg would reconsider by not 12 

causing division in our school, seeing that 13 

there is already a school across the street.  14 

Please save and keep the Newtown High School one 15 

building in one school.  Thank you. 16 

[applause]  17 

MR. MENDEZ:  This time I would like to call 18 

Nguyen Nguyen.   19 

MS. NGUYEN NGUYEN:  Good evening, ladies and 20 

gentlemen. 21 

[applause]  22 

MS. NGUYEN NGUYEN:  Good evening, ladies and 23 

gentlemen.  I'm Gwen, a senior at Newtown High 24 

School.  I just have a few words to say because 25 
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the people who have gone before me have 1 

already summed up my thoughts really well.  I'm 2 

just saying that the DOE believes that the 3 

future rigorous ELL program which I quote is a 4 

new option, then what is new about it, if 5 

Newtown has already had an ESL program?  If you 6 

say that our ESL program is not successful, then 7 

what defines success when ESL students dare to 8 

apply to Dartmouth and Harvard like in previous 9 

years we have done? 10 

[applause]  11 

MS. NGUYEN:  I admit that Newtown needs 12 

improvement, as we all do and every other school 13 

does.  However, that improvement should start 14 

with improving from our already existing 15 

programs.  Why don't you try to fix it instead 16 

of abandoning it and starting something new that 17 

hasn't promised you anything yet?  Fixing from 18 

what we already have is always easier and 19 

possible than restarting from the zero point, 20 

which you are planning to do. 21 

[applause]  22 

MR. MENDEZ:  The seventh speaker is 23 

Washington Sanchez, special representative UFT. 24 

[applause]  25 
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MR. WASHINGTON SANCHEZ:  Thank you.  Thank 1 

you.   2 

[background noise]  3 

MR. SANCHEZ:  Hi, good evening, everybody.  4 

My name is Washington Sanchez.  I represent the 5 

United Federation of Teachers.  I don't really 6 

like to talk a lot, so thank god there's only 7 

two minutes.  I do want to say to those of you 8 

who are students here, I was a student at this 9 

school.  I came in the 9th grade.  I was in ESL 10 

1 in the 9th grade, so I'm a product of this 11 

great school just like the superintendent is and 12 

many, many other people including the principal, 13 

and many of our teaching staff--actual graduates 14 

of Newtown.  I also taught here for 13 years 15 

and--well, anyway, it's not about me.  It's 16 

about Newtown, and the way I see it is that I 17 

just asked somebody in the back and I said, what 18 

was it that I was seeing last?  Wasn't it last 19 

year that I was here?  And yeah, they said it 20 

was in March, so it was in March that our school 21 

was under attack.  It was in March that our 22 

community was under attack, and that's the way I 23 

see it.  This is not an attack on--this is an 24 

attack, a purposed attack on our community, 25 
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trying to break up our community, trying to 1 

get our brothers and sisters to attend a 2 

different school and believe me, if it is 3 

allowed for a second school to be placed in this 4 

school, things will never, ever be the same.  5 

There will be issues with who uses the 6 

classrooms, who uses the cafeteria, what 7 

particular time the gym and so on.  The children 8 

in the new school will not have the same 9 

opportunities that most children in schools, 10 

large comprehensive high schools will have.  11 

That will not be a good thing for Newtown.  It 12 

will not be a good thing for this community.  It 13 

is unfortunate that once again, and I think Mr. 14 

Mendez, you have been in this school at least on 15 

three or four occasions and every time you bring 16 

us bad news.  The last three times we have told 17 

you, please, go back and tell them that we need 18 

to keep Newtown open, right?  This time we ask 19 

you please, to go back and tell them that there 20 

is no need to bring in a second school.  We are 21 

doing the job.  Someone was chanting in the 22 

back--we got a B.  That's right.  We got a B.  23 

We went from C to a B.  By the Department of 24 

Education's metrics, this is working.  So don't 25 
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take our heart away from our school.  Leave us 1 

alone.  Leave us as one single entity.  Let us 2 

do the job.  We are willing to give, to offer to 3 

our students a very rigorous educational 4 

experience.  Thank you. 5 

[applause]  6 

MR. MENDEZ:  The eighth speaker, Jennifer 7 

Martinez. 8 

[applause]  9 

MS. JENNIFER MARTINEZ:  [Foreign language 10 

00:50:52 – 00:51:32] 11 

[applause]  12 

MR. MENDEZ:  Speaker number nine, Kenny 13 

Pati. 14 

[applause]  15 

MS. KENNY PATI:  Thank you.  Okay.  Thank 16 

you.  Opening a school inside an existing school 17 

and calling it new is to mislead the public.  18 

Let's call this colocation idea what it really 19 

is: Bloomberg policies at its worst.  The 20 

students are the ones who are shortchanged and 21 

affected the most by this deceit while the mayor 22 

grabs attention with headlines saying he's 23 

opening hundreds of new schools.  Newtown High 24 

School has survived over 100 years in this 25 



 34 

culturally diverse community of immigrants.  1 

The countries our students origins have changed 2 

over the years, but the heart of the school has 3 

not.  We have a strong ESL program and 4 

international small learning community already 5 

in place.  Many of these students have gone on 6 

to be successful in college and careers.  We 7 

have worked hard to develop small learning 8 

communities within the school and our most 9 

recent report card grade increased to a B, where 10 

the other closing schools this year did not 11 

reach that.  There are already several other 12 

schools in the area based on the international 13 

model with the closest one a block away.  Our 14 

Newtown family is already an international high 15 

school with students and faculty from over 100 16 

countries speaking over 50 languages.  We do not 17 

need to add another school into this building.  18 

As a larger school, we can offer more choices 19 

for students academically, athletically and 20 

socially.  Please leave Newtown High School as 21 

one school in one building.  Thank you. 22 

[applause]  23 

MR. MENDEZ:  Speaker number ten, Jiawen 24 

Shen. 25 
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[applause]  1 

MS. JIAWEN SHEN:  Good evening, ladies and 2 

gentlemen.  My name is Jiawen; I'm a senior at 3 

Newtown High School.  Well, you see, ever since 4 

the first day of kindergarten, the teachers have 5 

been emphasizing the importance of teamworking, 6 

this sense of feeling of being united, and as 7 

you can tell, Newtown High School has a very 8 

diverse student culture and population.  We 9 

appreciate such diversity and at the same time, 10 

we have many school activities to celebrate 11 

those differences and join us all together.  The 12 

colocation at Newtown High School will destroy 13 

all the bonds that we have built in this big 14 

family during the past years.  Our amazing 15 

robotics team who placed first in New York City 16 

might be dismissed due to the loss of future 17 

potential members, and the size of the guitar 18 

group will be greatly reduced when students are 19 

separated.  And think about this: How many great 20 

talents may be buried in silence, and how many 21 

bright stars will the colocation, this black 22 

hole, take away?  If the goal of the education 23 

is to do the best for students, then I say, one 24 

building, one school.  Thank you. 25 



 36 

[applause]  1 

MR. MENDEZ:  Now we would like to recognize 2 

a member of the SLT who did not have a previous 3 

opportunity to speak.  I would like to call 4 

Jennifer Schnider. 5 

[applause]  6 

MS. JENNIFER SCHNIDER:  My name is Jennifer 7 

Schnider and I have worked at Newtown High 8 

School since 2001, first as a teacher, then as a 9 

guidance counselor.  After reading the 10 

educational impact statement, I feel compelled 11 

to share some of the things that Newtown is 12 

doing well that are not mentioned in the text of 13 

the document.  Last year, Newtown High School's 14 

graduation rate rose to 68% and we received a B 15 

on our most recent progress report.  We are 16 

making amazing gains and have been grateful for 17 

the many programs that have helped our students, 18 

including our partnerships with Johns Hopkins 19 

University, Diplomas Now, Communities in the 20 

Schools, the Queens Community House, and the 21 

City Year corps members who work tirelessly with 22 

our students every day. 23 

[applause]  24 

MS. SCHNIDER:  The EIS document states, 25 
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quote, that "the number and range of programs 1 

offered at Newtown may gradually diminish due to 2 

declining enrollment at Newtown if this new 3 

school is phased in."  The document also states 4 

that Newtown might have to scale back its 5 

elective course offerings if this new school 6 

comes in.  So Newtown students will be offered 7 

fewer courses if this proposal goes through?  8 

Newtown students may not be able to take 9 

advantage of our school's business, engineering 10 

or art programs because of this new school?  11 

That is simply unacceptable.  Newtown already 12 

serves a large ELL population and has bilingual 13 

and transitional programs in Chinese and Spanish 14 

to serve this body of students.  We take in 15 

students of all age and ability levels without 16 

screening them.  Many of our students have had 17 

interrupted formal education; yet, we do not 18 

turn our backs on them.  If this school would 19 

limit the amount of students Newtown can serve, 20 

then it is a detriment to the surrounding 21 

community.  This proposal hurts Newtown students 22 

and therefore I am vehemently against it.  Thank 23 

you. 24 

[applause]  25 
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MR. MENDEZ:  I would like to recognize a 1 

representative from Congress Member Grace Ming's 2 

office, Donald Capalby [phonetic] who's here 3 

with us this evening, to your left, my right.   4 

[applause]  5 

MR. MENDEZ:  Thank you for your attendance.  6 

I'm going to call the next 10 speakers, number 7 

11 is Stephanie Guarin, number 12, Lingfeng 8 

Zheng, number 13, Bea Chapur, number 14, Saima 9 

Nayen, number 15, Marynas Huerta, number 16, 10 

Shannon Corwin, number 17, Joseph Khakkin, 11 

number 18, Jasmin Palleviz, number 19, Sonny 12 

Bustamente, and number 20, Adam Misch.   13 

[background noise]  14 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 11 is Stephanie Guarin. 15 

[applause]  16 

MS. STEPHANIE GUARIN:  Good evening, 17 

everyone.  My name is Stephanie Guarin and I am 18 

the senior class president of Newtown High 19 

School. 20 

[applause]  21 

MS. GUARIN:  I am also part of the school 22 

leadership team.  I would like to begin by 23 

reflecting on these past four years of my high 24 

school.  I have had the opportunity along this 25 
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road to meet students who made an impressive 1 

progress in the English language, and it was 2 

only through our current ESL program.  I was 3 

amazed at how helpful it is to our students and 4 

I appreciate how much it has benefited our 5 

school.  There is no need for an additional 6 

school to improve our students' English.  We are 7 

achieving success all on our own.  Later on, 8 

when I come back and visit Newtown High School, 9 

I want to see it how it truly is and should 10 

remain--one school, one building, with smart and 11 

dedicated students, not two schools in one 12 

building, and one of those schools being only 13 

for the focus of something that we already have 14 

great success in.  Newtown High School opposes 15 

colocation, and in my hand I have a petition 16 

containing 45 pages of 50 signatures each, 17 

giving us a total of 2250 signatures. 18 

[applause]  19 

MS. GUARIN:  These signatures are from 20 

students, parents, and members of our community, 21 

all against the idea of Newtown High School 22 

joining with another school.  We are Newtown 23 

High School and Newtown High School only.  Thank 24 

you. 25 
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[applause]  1 

MR. LINGFENG ZHENG:  Good evening.  My name 2 

is Lingfeng Zheng.  My name is Lingfeng.  I 3 

still remember, that's the way I used to talk 4 

when I first came to Newtown.  It was my first 5 

day at Newtown High School after only being in 6 

America less than a week.  Since I barely knew 7 

any English besides the 26 letters of the 8 

alphabet, insecurity and anxiety ran through 9 

every part of my body.  Sitting in a classroom 10 

full of English native speakers, I helplessly 11 

whispered to myself that I was a complete 12 

outsider who could never be part of this school 13 

or community.  But Newtown really meets every 14 

student's needs.  In the first day of school, I 15 

started out with level 2 of ESL.  With the 16 

plentiful encouragement and help of teachers, I 17 

became confident and comfortable with the 18 

writing and speaking in English.  I still 19 

remember how amazing and exciting I felt when I 20 

accomplished my English - - the very first time.  21 

Over three years at Newtown, I learned to 22 

perform to my best ability on my homework, 23 

classwork, presentations, projects and so on.  24 

Having attended to Newtown, I have not only 25 
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improved my English greatly, but also become a 1 

well-rounded student, who participates in 2 

extracurricular activities.  Newtown generously 3 

offers students with all kinds of clubs and 4 

programs.  Now, I'm the wonderful leader of the 5 

Spark program, the president of the math league, 6 

vice president of the Chinese club, the member 7 

of a key club, book club, peer mentor--I believe 8 

that success comes from Newtown and its faculty.  9 

I strongly oppose the colocation.  Seeing a 10 

student body motivated to pursue their 11 

education, I don't see why there's another 12 

school being added to Newtown.  Having overcome 13 

the challenge of language barriers at Newtown 14 

over three years, I have gained many experiences 15 

as a senior heading out to college with advanced 16 

Regents diploma.  Thank you. 17 

[applause]  18 

MR. MENDEZ:  The 13th speaker, Bea Chapur. 19 

[applause] 20 

MS. BEA CHAPUR:  Good evening, everybody.  21 

My name is Bea Chapur and I'm working with the 22 

school 21 years.  I want to ask Mr. Bloomberg--I 23 

have many questions.  There is one that is 24 

pounded my head.  What says it makes - - to 25 
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insert an international school inside another 1 

international in our building when there are 2 

three around this area?  Newtown already created 3 

an international school.  All of our students 4 

are very well served with a discriminating age 5 

and prior knowledge.  As a member of this 6 

community, we want one school, one building, 7 

Newtown. 8 

[applause]  9 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 14, Saima Nayen.  10 

MS. SAIMA NAYEN:  It's Nayen, okay?  Hi.  My 11 

name is Saima Nayen and I'm a senior of Newtown.  12 

I'm not going to say much since the people 13 

before me pretty much summed up what I want, 14 

intended to say.  I disagree with the fact that 15 

another school will be inside Newtown.  I just 16 

find it weird that students are going to be 17 

educated at the same place, the same building 18 

but will be two different schools with different 19 

names.  Our school's logo is a building.  It's 20 

the building we are currently in--it represents 21 

Newtown.  Now if another school starts in this 22 

building, it is just unacceptable.  I am 23 

graduating this year from Newtown and years 24 

later, I want to come back to this great Newtown 25 
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as it is now.  I don't want to see any other 1 

students who are not from Newtown who do not 2 

belong here.  We students of Newtown are very 3 

happy the way the school already is.  The 4 

teachers are amazing and try their best to 5 

educate us as much as possible.  We don't want 6 

any change, so please leave Newtown alone.  7 

Thank you. 8 

[applause]  9 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 15, Marynas Huerta.  10 

MS. MARYNAS HUERTA:  Good evening.  My name 11 

is Marynas Huerta and this is my 23rd year at 12 

Newtown High School. 13 

[applause]  14 

MS. HUERTA:  And I don't want to rehash what 15 

many of the people have said already but I want 16 

to bring up some points that the public might 17 

not know, the students might not know and I 18 

would like to have some answers at some point--19 

maybe not tonight, but they need to be 20 

recognized.  Newtown has had a bad reputation 21 

and people have been trying to close Newtown 22 

from the moment that it started--year one, and 23 

if you ever want to know, I have a video that 24 

tells the story, and they have never been able 25 
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to close us, and everybody that goes through 1 

these doors always says that they feel good.  We 2 

have had marvelous examples of students that had 3 

gotten their English here, including our 4 

esteemed superintendent who learned his English 5 

here.  Why do-- 6 

[applause]  7 

MS. HUERTA:  Why do we need a fifth school 8 

in the area for English as a second language 9 

when we have one across the street that is 10 

failing?  And we have shown to do a wonderful 11 

job.  Another point that I would like to bring 12 

is that in the proposal, there is no mention 13 

about our progress, and the only argument that I 14 

would say is valid is that we are underutilized 15 

because we are being utilized at 92% in the 16 

building, when this building, in the '90s, we 17 

were over utilized.  And who brought this 18 

utilization rate down?  The Board of Ed did, 19 

because the Board of Ed controls the number of 20 

students that they send to us.  They are 21 

creating the scenario. 22 

[applause]  23 

MS. HUERTA:  I want to thank you for letting 24 

me speak and that was my major point.  Thank 25 
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you. 1 

[applause]  2 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 16, Shannon Corwin. 3 

[applause]  4 

MS. SHANNON CORWIN:  Hi.  I'm Shannon 5 

Corwin.  I'm an English teacher and I'm also a 6 

proud co-director of Newtown's drama club.  7 

Having had a tumultuous adolescence myself, I 8 

know how much stability is important to make a 9 

kid stay on the right path.  Oftentimes, this 10 

stability comes from the school.  It comes from 11 

classes and it comes from extracurriculars that 12 

keep kids in the building.  However, many DOE 13 

initiatives in recent years have undermined this 14 

quest for stability.  This particular proposal 15 

would disrupt the school community by creating 16 

divisions among our unified international 17 

student body, all to make a school whose mission 18 

is redundant to Newtown's.  Currently today, 19 

building facilities such as the auditorium which 20 

we use for our international club, for our 21 

theater club, our gymnasiums which we use for 22 

our multiple sports clubs, our hallways which we 23 

need to use for our track teams, all of these 24 

facilities will be harder to access, will be 25 
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harder to reserve if another school were in 1 

there.  I can't even imagine how much more 2 

competitive it would be.  Furthermore, if the 3 

DOE feels that Newtown is underserving our 4 

international population, why is the proposed 5 

change so radical as to create an entirely new 6 

school?  Instead, provide us with more 7 

resources, more professional development for ELL 8 

educators, more support.  Do not hastily create 9 

a school just for change's sake.  Newtown--one 10 

building--  11 

ALL:  One school.  12 

MS. CORWIN:  Thank you. 13 

[applause]  14 

ALL:  Newtown, Newtown... 15 

[chanting] 16 

MR. MENDEZ:  Speaker number 17, Joseph 17 

Khakkin.  No?  Number 18, Jasmin Palleviz.  18 

Number 19, Sonny Bustamente. 19 

[applause]  20 

MR. SONNY BUSTAMENTE:  All right.  Thank 21 

you.  All right, I am Sonny Bustamente and I am 22 

here to ask why just us?  I'm opposed to 23 

colocation.  Although this is only my second 24 

year teaching, in this building I have seen 25 
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extreme progress, pride and perseverance.  I 1 

walk into this building every morning with a 2 

smile on my face knowing that I am entering an 3 

environment conducive to learning, conducive to 4 

growth and conducive to lifelong success.  The 5 

faces I see in these hallways are not of 6 

students.  They are not of teachers, and they 7 

are not of administration.  This is a family and 8 

as a family, we deserve one roof. 9 

[applause]  10 

MR. BUSTAMENTE:  Just know, just know that 11 

we are not alone.  According to Catherine Nolan, 12 

an elected representative of Queens and chairman 13 

of the New York State Assembly Committee on 14 

Education, I oppose the plan to reduce 15 

enrollment at Newtown High School.  I am a proud 16 

graduate of a large Queens comprehensive high 17 

school and I say without reservation that taking 18 

action to reduce the enrollment is a mistake.  19 

The mayor speaks of giving the young adults in 20 

the community choices.  I have here a map of 21 

three other schools within four miles in which 22 

these students could have been dispersed, so I 23 

say with great pride and pleasure, let's 24 

continue being a rising Newtown family.  I only 25 
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ask, why just us? 1 

[applause]  2 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 20, Adam Misch?  Adam 3 

Misch?  4 

[background noise]  5 

MR. ADAM MISCH:  Hello.  My name is Adam 6 

Misch and I'm an English teacher at Newtown High 7 

School and I am opposed to the colocation at 8 

Newtown High School.  There are only two schools 9 

proposed to get a colocation which are Flushing 10 

and Newtown High School.  This is making 11 

students feel crowded, teachers feel crowded, 12 

administration to feel crowded.  The constant 13 

change and prodding and proposed ideas are 14 

making everyone here feel like they are walking 15 

on egg shells, especially the students.  My 16 

students, freshmen, are constantly asking me to 17 

figure out a way to not let them put a 18 

colocation here.  They are the newest generation 19 

of Newtown students and deserve a better 20 

environment.  Reducing enrollment and funding 21 

just shows the community that the DOE does not 22 

care about Newtown High School.  We made 23 

strides--in our quality review, we went from a C 24 

to a B, teachers busting their butts day and 25 
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night for students.  There's plenty of other 1 

locations, even building new locations--if you 2 

really want to do something, you would build a 3 

new place, not invade a place.  4 

[applause]  5 

MR. MISCH:  Why single us out, though?  Why 6 

just us?  As much time, money, and effort the 7 

DOE is spending to destroy this school, they 8 

should be working to build it back up.  Why just 9 

us?  Thank you. 10 

[applause]  11 

MR. MENDEZ:  I would now like to call the 12 

next 10 speakers, number 21, Cindy Hong, number 13 

22, Juanita Arias, number 23, Yasmin Dihyem, 14 

number 24, Hasrani Prashad, number 25, Eric 15 

Checo, 26, Karin Shama-- 16 

[applause]  17 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 27, Blanca Jimenez, 18 

number 28, John Paul Gabor, number 29, Mark 19 

Hausserman, and number 30, Christopher Porras.  20 

[background noise]  21 

MS. CINDY FLORES:  Hello.  Oh, sorry.  22 

Hello, good afternoon everybody.  My name is 23 

Cindy Flores [phonetic].  I have recently 24 

transferred to Newtown High School.  I can only 25 
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speak on behalf of what I've experienced in 1 

this school so far.  I've only been here for 2 

three months.  This school is very great.  They 3 

have a lot of programs, like City Year.  I 4 

attended it a couple of times.  They helped me 5 

with my homework and whatnot.  I've gone from a 6 

very bad school to a very good school.  I see 7 

very few students in the hallways and more in 8 

classrooms and working and very dedicated 9 

students than in my previous school so whatever 10 

Newtown is doing, it's working.  I among others 11 

will be affected if a new school is put into 12 

this school, because there's going to be less 13 

space, limiting students' education, you know, 14 

it's not going to be a lot of opportunities for 15 

all teachers to get to every student in the 16 

classroom, so I say no to colocation and to keep 17 

Newtown in one school. 18 

[applause]  19 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 22, Juanita Arias. 20 

[applause]  21 

MS. JUANITA ARIAS:  All right, good 22 

afternoon, teachers, representatives and 23 

friends.  I want to reinforce one of the many 24 

points that clearly - - a colocation in our 25 
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institution.  First of all, Newtown High 1 

School offers a wide range of programs that not 2 

only have helped to unite this multicultural 3 

community but has helped to dramatically improve 4 

students' personal and educational lives.  For 5 

instance, I came to the United States three 6 

years ago lacking knowledge of English language 7 

and thus with limited opportunities to succeed.  8 

However, when I entered Newtown High School into 9 

freshman year, I found plenty and plenty of 10 

support from the faculty members and the ESL 11 

programs.  At first, I was taking ESL classes 12 

but now three years later, I am taking advanced 13 

placement English language and composition. 14 

[applause]  15 

MS. ARIAS:  This quick and solid advancement 16 

has allowed me to expand my personal and 17 

educational opportunities and everything thanks 18 

to the ESL programs.  Thus, let's keep Newtown 19 

open and ready to continue making great 20 

differences in our students' progress.  Let's 21 

prevent any attempt of colocation from 22 

decreasing the capacity of our school to help 23 

its community.  Thank you. 24 

[applause]  25 
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MR. MENDEZ:  Number 23, Yasmin Dihyem.  1 

[applause]  2 

MS. YASMIN DIHYEM:  Hi.  My name is Yasmin 3 

Dihyem and I'm a freshman here in Newtown High 4 

School and I wanted to say that putting a new 5 

school in this school is a bad idea.  First of 6 

all, you're grouping native students, native 7 

students into like--they're speaking the same 8 

language so they're not going to learn English 9 

and second of all, the new school will be taking 10 

all of our things that we earn like new SMART 11 

boards that we earn from our--I want to say 12 

think of how Newtown went from a C to a B.  Next 13 

year we might get an A. 14 

[applause]  15 

MS. DIHYEM:  I wanted to also say think of 16 

City Year that helped me change myself from a 70 17 

student to a 90 average student.  And they also 18 

helped open new programs like the drama club 19 

that I got into the student leadership club.  20 

And everybody always told me that I will always 21 

be bullied and I'll never get stopped bullied 22 

all my life and I went to this school all I 23 

found was new family.  That's it. 24 

[applause]  25 
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MR. MENDEZ:  Number 24, Hasrani Prashad. 1 

[applause]  2 

MS. HASRANI PRASHAD:  Good evening, 3 

everyone.  My name is Hasrani and a dear friend 4 

of mine couldn't be here today but she's really 5 

concerned.  She wrote something that she wanted 6 

to share with you guys so I'll read it for her.  7 

It says: "One building, one school.  As a 8 

student as well as a senior of Newtown High 9 

School, when I first heard about the colocation 10 

situation it didn't matter to me.  I wouldn't be 11 

here next year, but then I learned more about 12 

what it meant.  If it's decided that there 13 

should be a second school within Newtown year 14 

after year as a second school grows, Newtown 15 

will shrink.  It will be so small that it won't 16 

be necessary anymore.  Newtown High School won't 17 

be a school anymore.  Losing the school would be 18 

such a big loss for this community.  I've 19 

experienced when people ask me what high school 20 

I go to and reply with Newtown, they 21 

automatically know what school I'm talking 22 

about.  There's no question on where it is or 23 

what it's like.  I admit that Newtown was known 24 

for having a bad reputation, but as a school 25 
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we've worked together to change that.  Last 1 

year we upped our grade from a C to a B.  I know 2 

Newtown can change that into an A.  If Newtown 3 

can overcome the bad reputation and even the 4 

closing down of the school last year, why can't 5 

we keep Newtown one school?  Newtown was 6 

notified that a new school would share this 7 

building because of all the students coming from 8 

foreign countries who couldn't speak English.  9 

It's supposed to be a school for English second 10 

language students, but for what reason?  If 11 

Newtown High School already provides these 12 

services, why should so much money be spent to 13 

create something unnecessary?  Plus, the 14 

segregation of these students isn't beneficial 15 

for everyone.  The ESL students will be limited 16 

to what type of friends they make and what type 17 

of positive experiences they could have had.  18 

Newtown is known as a highly diverse school, a 19 

school that accepts all kinds of people no 20 

matter where they come from.  Making this idea 21 

of a school within Newtown High School takes 22 

away from that in a big way.  This school has 23 

been around for a very long time.  This year 24 

will be the 116th anniversary.  Newtown is 25 
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perfectly fine just the way it is, the way it 1 

has been for 116 years. 2 

[applause]  3 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 25, Eric Checo.  4 

[background noise]  5 

[applause] 6 

MR. ERIC CHECO:  Good evening, guys.  Good 7 

evening.  I just want to introduce myself.  My 8 

name is Eric Checo.  I'm the computer technology 9 

specialist in the school, but previously my 10 

previous job was I was working at the office of 11 

leadership at - - and last year I was sitting in 12 

the superintendent's seat but I was on the other 13 

side, kind of hitting the barrage of bullets and 14 

I've been here for almost a year now and I 15 

really want to introduce that this school is one 16 

of the last remaining successful or--and the 17 

progress of being some real great success--it's 18 

one of the last big high schools that is 19 

actually working.  Bryant High School--not doing 20 

so well; LIC--not doing so well; Newtown High 21 

School--you know what?  We're doing pretty good. 22 

[applause]  23 

MR. CHECO:  And we're thinking about the 24 

proposal, the proposed colocation to open up an 25 
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international high school, similar to what 1 

LaGuardia Community College has done in opening 2 

up a school there which has some pretty good 3 

results.  I think we should use that idea and 4 

apply it to Newtown but in a different way--use 5 

Newtown as a trophy, as a--how do I word it?  6 

Excuse me.  Use Newtown as an example school to 7 

form other schools to be like Newtown.  Think of 8 

ways, how to fix Bryant High School, fix other 9 

schools in the community, not just ours.  Use 10 

our SLC groups, our employment with City Year, 11 

and all of our programs, even our use of 12 

technology and - - and SMART boards and 13 

everything--we have a good program.  We have a 14 

good school.  Keep it as one.  Let's do this. 15 

[applause]  16 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 26, Karin Shama.  17 

[background noise]  18 

[applause] 19 

MR. KARIN SHAMA:  All right.  My name is 20 

Karin Shama and I'm a senior at Newtown High 21 

School.  Initially I actually had something 22 

written down to say but I thought it would be 23 

more better if I actually just spoke from my 24 

heart rather than just read what I just thought 25 



 57 

to write.  I came to Newtown four years ago 1 

not really knowing what I wanted to do in life, 2 

not really knowing what to do and I enlisted in 3 

the engineering program in this school and 4 

through this engineering program I learned how 5 

to use programs like Vectorworks and AutoCAD and 6 

this is something you usually find in college 7 

programs, so to tell a student who really didn't 8 

know what he wanted to come to do and enlist him 9 

into programs like that was actually satisfying 10 

and actually taught me more than I actually 11 

thought I could do.  That being said, this 12 

school actually taught me how to take initiative 13 

and actually to expand on what I actually knew.  14 

Through the opportunities that this school gave 15 

me, through an engineering program, I was able 16 

to get internships for architecture companies.  17 

I was able to keep on going and get 95s and get 18 

opportunities to apply for colleges, big time 19 

architecture colleges, so not only did I find 20 

something like that.  I also found a hobby, a 21 

passion and something I was very passionate 22 

about, but the thing is my progress wasn't 23 

something that's just found in myself.  I'm 24 

surrounded by a bunch of students who actually 25 
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have progress of their own.  Our school's 1 

robotics team last year--we actually won the New 2 

York State Championship. 3 

[applause]  4 

MR. SHAMA:  We won the New York State 5 

Championship and then we actually represented 6 

our own country going against countries like 7 

India, Pakistan, to... Going against countries 8 

like India to work for our robotics team from 9 

Newtown, and that's a school you guys say isn't 10 

good enough.  I actually take a lot of things 11 

from my role models and one of my role models 12 

actually told me that if you work hard for 13 

something that you want, then you should get 14 

rewarded for it.  Our school is doing more than 15 

we need to do.  You've been telling us we need 16 

to get something done and we're actually 17 

expanding more than we thought we could.  With 18 

that being said, rather than shrinking us down 19 

and shutting us down, why don't you just help us 20 

expand and help us keep on succeeding?  So 21 

that's all. 22 

[applause]  23 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 27, Blanca Jimenez. 24 

[applause]  25 
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MS. BLANCA JIMENEZ [through interpreter]:  1 

My name is Blanca Jimenez.  I am a member of the 2 

PTA of this high school.  I am here tonight like 3 

always of this school to defend this school like 4 

always.  I grew up and I attended to this 5 

school.  My children came to school and my 6 

granddaughter's school, and the future of this 7 

school depends on us.  How can we help this 8 

school?  The parents have to come together and 9 

come to all the meetings.  They have to know 10 

that we're only one voice.  I want to ask the 11 

mayor and Mr. Mendez that's here today: What is 12 

the most that they love about this school?  Last 13 

year, they wanted to close the school.  Now they 14 

want to put another school.  We don't need 15 

another school, because this school already has 16 

the program that you guys want to implement on 17 

this school that I have seen and I've been.  I 18 

also want to say that the teachers and 19 

administration here work very hard.  I want to 20 

hear the voices of the parents after this day.  21 

This school doesn't need another school here.  22 

It's only one, one building, one school, one 23 

heart, Newtown High School. 24 

[applause]  25 
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MR. MENDEZ:  Number 28, John Paul Gabor. 1 

[applause]  2 

MR. JOHN PAUL GABOR:  My name is John Paul 3 

Gabor, and I am a nobody when it came to this 4 

school and I represent every nobody that's in 5 

here and for the future generations also.  This 6 

school has given me a lot of opportunities and 7 

this is also coming from my heart.  For once, I 8 

have drawn the opportunity in my school way back 9 

in the Philippines but now I value it.  I 10 

learned from my mentors.  I learn from my 11 

teachers, and I learn from the students who 12 

became my brothers and sisters, and this is the 13 

question for the people who want to bring us 14 

down: Why bring up the past when we have a 15 

bright future ahead of us?   16 

[applause]  17 

MR. GABOR:  I had learned a critical 18 

leadership over everyone in these past years, 19 

and also I am the president of - - club which is 20 

really hard for me to handle but of course I am 21 

the leader.  I have to handle everything, even 22 

the slightest things.  For us, this is a good 23 

school.  This is our castle.  We, the students, 24 

the faculty, we are the knights and we will 25 
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protect this castle. 1 

[applause]  2 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 29, Mark Hausserman.   3 

[applause]  4 

MR. MARK HAUSSERMAN:  Hello.  My name is Mr. 5 

Hausserman.  Thank you.  I would just like for 6 

all of our juniors and seniors to raise their 7 

hands, please.  All the mayoral representatives-8 

-keep your hands up, boys and girls.  All the 9 

mayor's representatives--these are the lives you 10 

have been playing with since they have been 11 

freshmen.  You're going to switch our school.  12 

You're going to close our school.  You're going 13 

to add another school in our building.  Those 14 

are the faces you are messing with.  We have 15 

representatives here.  We don't have the actual 16 

people here.  No mayor, no Walcott--they don't 17 

want to look at their faces because they want to 18 

sleep at night.  These are the people that 19 

they're messing with.  Thank you, ladies and 20 

gentlemen. 21 

[applause]  22 

MR. HAUSSERMAN:  My colleagues and I work 23 

tirelessly to teach these children.  We are here 24 

late at night to teach these children.  These 25 
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children are here late at night to make 1 

themselves better.  Yet we have no Mayor 2 

Bloomberg; we have no Dennis Walcott.  Why is 3 

that?  Again, it's so they can sleep at night, 4 

because they're too busy making their money, 5 

okay?  They're dreaming of their sheep and their 6 

hundred dollar bills.  We're dreaming--teachers 7 

like me, students like them, we're dreaming 8 

about how we can make a better future.  Newtown 9 

High, one building, one school. 10 

[applause]  11 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 30, Christopher Porras.  12 

[background noise]  13 

MR. CHRISTOPHER PORRAS:  My name is 14 

Christopher and I want to be a voice of Newtown.  15 

As a junior in Newtown High School, I am not in 16 

favor of school unifying as ours right now.  To 17 

be honest, I think that all students here should 18 

know of these consequences that will  happen if 19 

this passes.  As I hope most of you know, 20 

schools have cultures and this grows by learning 21 

and socializing.  The students are the body and 22 

the heart of this school, not the DOE.  And I as 23 

a student, my voice should be taken seriously 24 

just like in real life as I support my school 25 
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because it's my right and all the other 1 

students to decide what's it's future.  Nothing 2 

will good will come out of this.  Out of this 3 

choice, nothing good would be made.  Most 4 

students here may not have the greatest record 5 

or the school itself, but that does not mean 6 

that we should be kicked to the curb and share 7 

what's ours to others.  It's meant for Newtown 8 

students and this also goes to the welcome 9 

students of this high school.  Averages will go 10 

down, most likely, by school violence, school 11 

vandalism, unwanted contagious things such as 12 

fleas and all those other things.  Custodians 13 

will be working harder to clean up all the 14 

garbage that will raise if there are more 15 

students and this will not be good for us.  And 16 

all the progress that Newtown has made since 17 

we've raised will just go to waste.  As a 18 

Newtown student, I oppose this action because 19 

it's not fair to the teachers, it's not fair to 20 

the school spirit and it's definitely not fair 21 

to the living beating heart of my school.  This 22 

is Christopher and I approved this message. 23 

[applause]  24 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 31, Imran Rafique.  25 
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[applause]  1 

[background noise]  2 

MR. IMRAN RAFIQUE:  All right.  Good 3 

evening, I'm Mr. Rafique, an ESL teacher at 4 

Newtown High School.  This is my twelfth year 5 

teaching ESL at Newtown. 6 

[applause]  7 

MR. RAFIQUE:  Thank you.  Over those 12 8 

years, I've made lots of observations.  We don't 9 

have enough space for another school.  Our 10 

physical facilities are used to near maximum 11 

capacity.  Our computer labs are in high demand 12 

and highly utilized for business classes, for 13 

English, special education and ESL classes, 14 

using computer programs to achieve - - to build 15 

students' academic abilities.  Another high 16 

school operating in our building can only mean 17 

that our students will have less access to the 18 

computer labs.  There are not enough computer 19 

labs, art rooms, music rooms, gyms and 20 

classrooms at Newtown for the colocation to be a 21 

win-win situation for Newtown students.  22 

Colocation can only mean that a school serving a 23 

carefully selected small batch of students takes 24 

away resources and facilities from our dynamic 25 
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inclusive school that has been serving the 1 

community for over 100 years.  The New York City 2 

Department of Education's own educational impact 3 

statement states if this colocation proposal is 4 

approved and Newtown's enrollment is reduced, 5 

there may be an impact on some of the 6 

educational options for students currently 7 

attending Newtown.  One does not have to be a 8 

genius to realize that the actual impact will 9 

likely be worse than the mild language I've just 10 

quoted.  Newtown students will have less 11 

educational choices under colocation.  The 12 

question naturally arises--instead of punishing 13 

Newtown High School students, staff and 14 

administration, why not just give Newtown more 15 

resources to achieve its goal?  16 

[applause]  17 

MR. RAFIQUE:  The New York City Department 18 

of Education's own document gives ample proof 19 

that Newtown is deserving of such support.  20 

Here's some data to prove it from the Department 21 

of Ed--in spite of having a student population 22 

that comprises 30% English language learners and 23 

12% special ed, Newtown's four-year graduation 24 

rate shot up from 57% in 2009-2010 to 68% in 25 
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2011-2012 academic year, the same academic 1 

year in which the geniuses at the DOE were 2 

planning to close Newtown High School.  Our 3 

students deserve better. 4 

[applause]  5 

MR. MENDEZ:  Thank you.  I will now call the 6 

next 10 speakers--number 34, Helene Cohen, 7 

number 35, Geri Billay, number 36, Lucy Tavarez, 8 

number... 9 

[applause]  10 

MR. MENDEZ:  Thank you.  Number 37, 11 

Christian Noula, number 38, Jennyfer Bustos, 12 

number 39, Deborah Martinez, number 40, Naldy 13 

Martines, number 41, Wayne Crawford, and number 14 

42, Jessica Nicolas.  And number 39 declines 15 

because she already spoke at the beginning.  16 

Yes, 32?  Number 32 and 33 were crossed over.   17 

[background noise]  18 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 34, Helene Cohen.  19 

[applause]  20 

MS. HELENE COHEN:  Thank you.  Two minutes.  21 

Good evening, guests and Newtown family.  My 22 

name is Helene Cohen.  I've been a teacher here 23 

for 15 years. 24 

[applause]  25 
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MS. COHEN:  I oppose colocation and agree 1 

with everything that has been said previously, 2 

so I will be brief.  Newtown has been doing an 3 

excellent job educating ELL students for many 4 

years.  Newtown needs to continue on this path.  5 

There is no reason to put another school in this 6 

building.  This would interfere with the 7 

progress Newtown is making.  We received a grade 8 

of B on our report card and look forward to 9 

progressing even further.  Keep Newtown as one 10 

building, one school.  Thank you very much, 11 

Newtown family. 12 

[applause]  13 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 35, Geri Billay.  14 

[applause]  15 

MS. GERI BILLAY:  Hi, my name is Geri 16 

Billay.  I've been serving Newtown for the past 17 

12 years and I have a message for Mr. Bloomberg.  18 

I'd like to tell him that--how's that?  I'd like 19 

to tell him that his proposal is a sad plan.  20 

Newtown already serves one of the largest ESL 21 

populations.  Why does he have the need to 22 

utilize this building for another ESL school?  23 

Why not provide additional resources to expand 24 

Newtown's program, especially since Newtown has 25 
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demonstrated improvement and it continues to 1 

improve?  Why does he have a need to create 2 

division?  That's my question.  Newtown's ESL 3 

program produces successful students and one 4 

example is you, Mr. Mendez.  Therefore, Mr. 5 

Bloomberg, reconsider.  Build on what we have 6 

instead of breaking what's not broken. 7 

[applause]  8 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 36, Lucy Tavarez. 9 

[applause]  10 

MS. LUCY TAVAREZ:  Hello.  My name is Lucy 11 

Tavarez and I am a sophomore in Newtown.  I came 12 

to Newtown because I have many opportunities and 13 

clubs that I can be a part of.  If they add 14 

another school in Newtown, there will be a 15 

chance that many students from other schools 16 

won't have the opportunities I had in this 17 

school.  I feel that there's no need to add 18 

another school because we already have a B which 19 

shows that Newtown is already serving the needs 20 

of our students.  Our teachers are trying their 21 

best to help us move forward, but if we have 22 

another school in here, it will reduce the 23 

amount of teachers and we won't get the amount 24 

of help we need to move forward.  I don't agree 25 
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with the idea of the colocation at my school 1 

because we are Newtown.  We are one school and 2 

we tower above the rest. 3 

[applause]  4 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 37, Christian Noula.   5 

[applause]  6 

MS. CHRISTIAN NOULA [through interpreter]:  7 

I am against because of the reason--if you want 8 

a new school, why don't you construct a new 9 

building?  Why do you come to a school to take 10 

away gyms, bathrooms, the cafeteria?  It should 11 

be Newtown; it should be Newtown to the last 12 

days.  Thank you. 13 

[applause]  14 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 38, Jennyfer Bustos.  15 

[applause]  16 

MS. JENNYFER BUSTOS [through interpreter]:  17 

I am one of the students that's against this 18 

proposal.  From my point of view, I see that 19 

everything in the school will prevail, will go.  20 

Every time I go into this school, I feel the 21 

love, the warmth, the happiness I feel in this 22 

school.  This school is not just my school.  23 

It's like my second home.  This is my family.  24 

So I wouldn't want this to change, because 25 
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together, we will go ahead in life.  And we 1 

denounce the new school coming in.  We don't 2 

care if it's big or small.  If we're ready or 3 

not, we deserve a just education together and 4 

equal.  And Newtown will separate us from an 5 

educational level.  Everybody will come together 6 

and will help us together to go ahead and life.  7 

And together we are Newtown. 8 

[applause]  9 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 39, Deborah Martinez 10 

already spoke as the PTA president, SLT member.  11 

Number 40, Naldy Martines.   12 

[applause]  13 

MR. KEVIN MEDINA:  Hi.  My name is Kevin 14 

Medina [phonetic] and I just want to say that 15 

every time that I came into school, I feel the 16 

warmth and the happiness that it gives to me 17 

because for me, this isn't just a school.  It's 18 

my second home.  It's my family and I don't want 19 

that changed. 20 

[applause]  21 

MR. MEDINA:  Because together, we will put 22 

the name of Newtown on top, because it doesn't 23 

matter if you're tall or if you're small, or if 24 

you're smart or if you need help to learn--what 25 
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really matters is that Newtown is serving all 1 

the needs for all the students and gives the 2 

same opportunity and support to - - love for the 3 

students.  4 

[applause]  5 

MR. MENDEZ:  Number 41, Wayne Crawford.   6 

[applause]  7 

MR. WAYNE CRAWFORD:  Wayne Crawford--well, 8 

as the basketball coach, it does matter if 9 

you're tall, so just a quick aside.  High school 10 

24Q455 has served this community for 116 years.  11 

High school 24Q455's tower long has been a 12 

symbol of diversity in Queens.  High school 13 

24Q455 prides itself on its diversity.  Mr. 14 

Sanchez, did you graduate from high school 15 

24Q455?  Of course not.  Newtown High School has 16 

served this community for 116 years.  Newtown 17 

High School’s tower has long been a symbol of 18 

diversity in Queens.  Newtown prides itself on 19 

its diversity.  We are the Ellis Island of 20 

education.  We do not select-- 21 

[applause]  22 

MR. CRAWFORD:  We do not select; we accept 23 

students.  Mr. Figalora [phonetic], the new 24 

school will screen 340 students.  Will you 25 
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accept them?  Will you welcome them?  Of 1 

course you will.  You select cattle.  You select 2 

cattle.  You don't select people.  No 3 

evaluation, no selection whatsoever--we will 4 

welcome them.  There is one reason we are here 5 

today.  We are here because we have a principal 6 

who has given his life to Newtown High School 7 

and decided to come back. 8 

[applause]  9 

MR. CRAWFORD:  In the face of scrutiny he 10 

said you know what, I want to be back here.  We 11 

have an administration who decided to come back.  12 

We had students who decided to come back.  So 13 

now what does Bloomberg want to do?  I want to 14 

take my ball and go home because I'm rich and I 15 

can do it.  It is disgusting.  It is deplorable. 16 

[applause]  17 

MR. CRAWFORD:  I do not reject a new school 18 

being opened.  I support Newtown High School.  19 

Goodbye, everybody.  20 

[applause]  21 

MR. MENDEZ:  We have now number 42, Jessica 22 

Nicolas.  23 

[background noise]  24 

MR. MENDEZ:  Jessica Nicolas and then we'll 25 
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do the balance.   1 

[background noise]  2 

MS. JESSICA NICOLAS:  Hi.  My name is 3 

Jessica Nicolas.  I've been teaching here for 16 4 

years and I'm totally against the colocation 5 

thing.  If Bloomberg really cares about our 6 

kids, he would take into consideration that they 7 

need more teachers.  They need more resources.  8 

And they definitely need their space.  Thank 9 

you. 10 

[applause]  11 

[background noise]  12 

MR. MENDEZ:  Naldy Martines?   13 

[applause]  14 

MR. MENDEZ:  So the young man that spoke was 15 

not Naldy Martines?  Okay.  16 

[background noise]  17 

MR. MENDEZ:  Oh, okay.  Very well. 18 

MS. NALDY MARTINES [through interpreter]:  19 

Good afternoon today.  My name is Naldy 20 

Martines.  I study here at Newtown High School 21 

and I am against putting another school here in 22 

this institute because the educational program 23 

here is functioning very well.  After a lot of 24 

struggle and a lot of support that the teachers 25 
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have given to us, after having 115 years of 1 

this school being around, it's not justice to 2 

put that change, because with that change 3 

principally from students that come from other 4 

countries like me, we can be affected because 5 

here, they give us an opportunity to learn 6 

English and to continue practicing our native 7 

tongue.  Me, from my point of view, you guys 8 

should put in a perspective that the most 9 

important thing is the future of every student 10 

here, so we can grow academically.  So Newtown 11 

should continue to be one school--one.  12 

[applause]  13 

[background noise]  14 

MR. MENDEZ:  Again, we welcome any comments 15 

and feedback you may have at any time before the 16 

Panel of Education Policy votes on this proposal 17 

at its March 11th meeting, which will be held at 18 

6 P.M. at Brooklyn Technical High School, 29 19 

Fort Greene Place in Brooklyn.  The email 20 

address in phone number where comments may be 21 

made are, again, d24proposals@schools.nyc.gov 22 

and (212) 374-7621.  Thank you for your 23 

participation.  This public hearing is now 24 

adjourned. 25 
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[applause] 1 

[END RECORDING] 2 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 1 

The prior proceedings were transcribed from 2 

audio files and have been transcribed to the 3 

best of my ability. 4 

 5 

Signature  6 

Date March 4, 2013 7 

  8 

  9 

  10 

  11 

  12 

  13 

  14 

  15 

  16 

  17 

  18 

  19 

  20 

  21 

  22 

  23 

  24 


