
 

ONLINE COURSE: Introduction to Common Core Literacy 
October 14 – October 28, 2013 

 
Introduction to Common Core Literacy is a two-week online course (approximately 6 – 8 hours in total) that 
provides an overview of the Common Core Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and their 
relationship to the Danielson Framework for Teaching, a vital part of Advance, the DOE’s new teacher evaluation 
and development system. The course will illuminate the connection between curriculum and instruction, what is 
taught and how it is taught.  
 
Course participants will complete readings, watch videos and engage in online discussion (3 – 4 times per week) 
about the “common language” provided by the Common Core and the Danielson Framework, the Common Core 
instructional shifts, and how these impact what happens in their actual classrooms. This course will lay the 
foundation for three additional online courses that focus on practical implementation of the Common Core 
instructional shifts.   
 
Educators with limited familiarity with the Common Core Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and 
the Danielson Framework are highly encouraged to enroll.  You may take this course for P-credit or simply to 
improve your own knowledge and network with other DOE educators. 
 
Click here to register for the course.  
 
Course Objectives  
The guiding question for participants in this course is: What are the core elements of the Common Core 
Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and the Danielson Framework for Teaching and how do they 
apply to my teaching? 
 
The two major course objectives are: 

• Participants will gain understanding of how the Common Core Standards and the Danielson Framework 
interrelate and be able to articulate how they impact teaching and learning in the classroom. 

• Participants will gain an understanding of the instructional shifts and will identify how available 
resources, both within and outside of the DOE, can be used to support their implementation of the 
shifts. 

 
Instructor Information 
Michael Weinraub, Lead Instructor 

 
This course will be facilitated by a team of DOE educators, led by lead instructor Michael 
Weinraub.  Michael is the Director of Innovative Professional Development in the Office of 
Achievement Resources in the New York City Department of Education. He is a former bilingual 
elementary school teacher, Teach For America Program Director, and faculty member in the Pace 
University School of Education. A staunch proponent of using online and computer-based tools 

for learning, professional development, and fun, Michael can be seen composing tweets on the 1-train on his 
way home from work.  Follow him on Twitter at @mweinraub87.  
 
 
See the next page for answers to frequently asked questions . . . 

https://www.eventbrite.com/event/8456229811/?ref=estw
https://twitter.com/mweinraub87


 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Who is this course for?  
This course is for DOE educators who wish to engage in a structured exploration of how the Common Core 
Standards are being implemented in New York City. The course will help participants gain a clearer 
understanding of the standards themselves, their relationship to teaching and learning in New York City 
classrooms, and available resources to improve teacher practice. 
 
What is the course structure?  
This course will be conducted entirely online and will present participants with a variety of timely, authentic 
texts and videos that bring to life the key initiatives that are impacting teachers and students in New York City 
schools, namely:  the implementation of Common Core Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and 
Advance, the new teacher evaluation and development system.  After reading and viewing primary materials 
that elucidate the expectations and challenges facing teachers and students today, participants will engage in 
authentic online discussions moderated by DOE content-area experts. These discussions will provide a unique 
opportunity for participants to pose questions that directly impact their instructional practice and professional 
development, share resources, and to genuinely engage in a professional learning community with other DOE 
educators.   
 
The course is divided into four sections: 

1. An Overview of the Common Core Standards, the Danielson Framework for Teaching, and Content Area 
Standards 

2. Deep Dive – The Common Core Literacy Standards 
3. Deep Dive – Teacher Effectiveness and the Danielson Framework for Teaching 
4. The Instructional Shifts, Available Resources, & Next Steps 

 
How will I be assessed?  
Participants are expected to participate authentically several times per week in online discussions. The 
discussion boards do not take place live; participants can post to them at their convenience throughout the 
three or four days that the discussion window remains open for that topic. Facilitators will engage actively in the 
online discussions and provide updates after the timeframe for each discussion has ended. 
 
Do I get any credit for this course?  
Those who complete the course successfully can apply for one P-credit through the After School Professional 
Development Program. Participants seeking P-credit must sign up by the first day of classes for a fee of $45. 
Regardless of whether an individual takes the course for P-credit, those who finish the course will receive a 
certificate of accomplishment. 

   
Whom should I contact with additional questions? 
Send an email to ipdsupport@schools.nyc.gov. We will respond as quickly as possible to your inquiry. 
 

https://pci.nycenet.edu/offices/DHR/ASPDP/
https://pci.nycenet.edu/offices/DHR/ASPDP/
mailto:ipdsupport@schools.nyc.gov
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