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Welcome and Introductions 
The most important period of life is not the age of university 
studies, but the first one, the period from birth to age six.” 
-Maria Montessori 

 
“All of us have moments in our childhood where we come alive 
for the first time.  And we go back to those moments and think, 
‘This is when I became myself.’” 
-Rita Dove 

 
“Every child should have mud pies, grasshoppers, water bugs, 
tadpoles . . .trees to climb.  Brooks to wade, water lilies, 
butterflies and various animals to pet . . .  Any child who is 
deprived of these things is deprived of education.”  
-Luther Burbank 
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DECE by Function 

Executive Director  

Sophia Pappas 

Strategy & 
Policy  

Danielle Kassow 

Operations 
Danielle Kolker 

Family 
Engagement  
Nana Ofosu-

Amaah 

Instruction & 
Performance 

Alycia Rhinehart 
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COLLEGE AND CAREER  
READINESS 

GRADE FIVE 

GRADE SIX 

GRADE SEVEN AND EIGHT 

GRADES NINE AND TEN 

GRADES ELEVEN AND TWELVE 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN 

KINDERGARTEN 

GRADE ONE 

GRADE TWO 

GRADE THREE 

GRADE FOUR 

COLLEGE AND CAREER 
READINESS 
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73,250 prekindergarten 
children in public 

schools and CBECC by 
September 2015 
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Objectives 

• Principals will explore rigor and developmentally appropriate 
practice in the prekindergarten context. 

• Principals will understand how appropriate structures and 
environment support high quality prekindergarten programs. 

Division of Early Childhood Education (DECE) 
 

5 

http://schools.nyc.gov/


Office of Early Childhood Education (OECE) 
 

Turn and Talk 

• What does rigor mean to you? 

• What does developmentally 
appropriate practice mean to you? 

• When have you seen DAP and / or 
rigor in a prekindergarten or early 
childhood classroom?  
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Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) 

Developmentally Appropriate Practice does 
not mean making things easier for children. 
Rather, it means ensuring that goals and 
experiences are suited to their learning and 
development and challenging enough to 
promote their progress and interest. 

 

- C. Copple and S. Bredekamp, NAEYC Position Statement, 2009 
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Rigor 

• Rigor is an experience. It stretches your mind, engages your body and soul.  
Rigor makes you want to get up in the morning and learn something new.   

- Deborah Turner, Coupeville School Board 

• Rigor exists when high levels of involvement are present and observable as 
energy, concentration, persistence, complexity and creativity. Pedagogy is 
how rigor is achieved. 

- Suzie Cottle, AUSSIE 

• Rigor involves both challenge and frustration.  It’s important to manage the 
frustration so it doesn’t overwhelm you.  But in most cases, the more 
challenging the learning, the more satisfying you feel when you succeed.   

- Gary Noble, Edmonds School Board 
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Principles of Developmentally Appropriate Practice 

Article excerpt, “Principles of child development and learning 
that inform practice” 

While reading your assigned principle: 

• Note:  ah-ha’s, questions, or highlights  

After reading: 

•  Consider the school based structures that you currently 
have in place to support these principles and structures 
that many need to be enhanced or introduces to support 
these principles.   
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Discussion 

• What are the school based structures that you 
currently have in place to support these 
principles?  What are some structures that may 
need to be enhanced or introduced in your school 
to support these principles? 

• What might you expect to see in a classroom that 
reflects developmentally appropriate practice?  
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• How children become involved in learning and 
acquiring knowledge Approaches to Learning 

• Children’s physical health and ability to 
engage in daily activities 

Physical Development 
and Health  

• The emotional competence and ability to form 
positive relationships that give meaning to 
children’s experiences in the home, school and 
larger community 

Social and Emotional 
Development 

• Children’s understanding, creating, and 
communicating meaning 

Communication, 
Language and Literacy 

• What children need to know and understand 
about their world and how they apply what 
they know.   

Cognition and 
Knowledge of the World 
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The Pre-kindergarten Instructional Program 

Add photo 
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Students during Center Time 
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Teacher role in supporting 
prekindergarten students 

Administrator role in supporting 
prekindergarten teachers 

Know and understand what children 
are supposed to do 

Know and understand where students 
are in relation to the standards 

Observe what the child is doing 

Engage students in meaningful 
interactions  
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Teachers role in supporting 
prekindergarten students 

Administrators role in supporting 
prekindergarten teachers 

Know and understand what children 
are supposed to do 

Provide teachers with time to talk about and 
discuss the NYS PKFCC to ensure that teachers 
understand what learning looks like across all 
domains of development. 

Know and understand where students 
are in relation to the standards 

Ensure that teachers are using an authentic 
assessment system that tracks progress across all 
domains of development.  Create teams of 
teachers to review and discuss data. 

Observe what the child is doing Review teachers’ observation notes to 
understand how teachers are helping students 
make connections and extend learning. 

Engage students in meaningful 
interactions  

Provide professional development sessions for 
teachers to understand how to effectively engage 
individuals and groups of children . 
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Authentic Assessments and Developmental Screenings  

Developmental Screenings:  

Are standardized measurements that determine whether a child’s 
development is similar to other children of the same age.   

 Early Screening Inventory-Revised (ESI-R) is a screening tool that is 
used by NYCDOE 

Authentic Assessments: 

Document students’ skills, behaviors, knowledge and social-emotional 
development within the context of everyday classroom experiences.  
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Approved Authentic Assessment Systems 

• The Work Sampling System 

• Teaching Strategies GOLD 

• High Scope Child Observation Record 
(High Scope COR)  
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Family Engagement - Expectations  
Fostering Communication 

Early Childhood:  Ongoing Effective Communication 

Encouraging Parent Involvement 

Early Childhood:  Sharing Expectations and Making Joint-Decisions 

Creating Welcoming Schools 

Early Childhood:  Welcoming Environment 

Partnering for Student Success 

Early Childhood:  Extending Learning at home 

Collaborating Effectively 

Early Childhood:  Supporting Transitions 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
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Resources 

• DECE Website: http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/EarlyChildhood/default.htm 

• Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale- Revised: 

http://www.ersi.info/ecers.html 

• Work Sampling System: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/EarlyChildhood/EducatorResources/WSS 

• National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC): 
http://naeyc.org/ 

• New York State Prekindergarten Foundation for the Common Core: 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pdfdocs/nyslspr
ek.pdf 
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Q & A 
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DECE Contact  

• Alycia Rhinehart, Director of Instruction and Performance 
Arhinehart@schools.nyc.gov 

• Danielle Kolker, Director of Operations 
Dkolker@schools.nyc.gov  

• Nana Ofosu-Amaah, Director of Family Engagement- 
Nofosuamaah@schools.nyc.gov 

• Danielle Kassow, Director of Strategy and Policy- 
Dkassow@schools.nyc.gov 
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