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	Terms
	Definitions
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Theme
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A writer's central idea or main message about life

	[image: image3.png]


Line Analysis
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strategy used in order to decipher a line within a part of the text
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Setting
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the time and place in which a story happens
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Indirect characterization
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An indirect way of developing characters within the story
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Direct characterization
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A direct way of developing characters within the story
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Foil
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a character whose actions or thought are juxtaposed against those of a major character in order to highlight key attributes of the major character
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juxtaposition
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the arrangement of two or more things for the purpose of comparison
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Diction
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Word choice intended to convey a certain effect; the author's choice of words within the text.
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Syntax
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The arrangement of words and the order of grammatical elements in a sentence
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Imagery
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The words or phrases writer uses to represent persons, objects, actions, feelings, and ideas descriptively by appealing to the senses.
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Voice
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A writer's distinctive use of language
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Tone
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The speaker's attitude towards a subject
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Direct Quotation
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A person's exact words according to the text.
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Indirect Quotation
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A restatement of the general meaning of what a person said.
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protagonist
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the main character who initiates actions that move the plot along
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Prose
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An ordinary written or spoken language using sentences and paragraphs without deliberate or regular meter or rhyme; NOT poetry, drama, songs, etc. (things with rhyme schemes)
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Point of view
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the perspective from which a narrative is told
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Periodic sentence
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A sentence that makes sense fully only when the reader reaches the end of the sentence when the main clause comes last.
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Cumulative sentence
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A sentence that makes complete sense if brought to close before its actual ending
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Balance sentence
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A sentence with ideas of similar weight expressed in similar grammatical structures or lengths.
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Rhetoric Appeals
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Emotional, ethical, and logical appeals used to try to persuade an audience to agree with the writer or speaker
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Pathos
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A rhetoric appeal to the reader's or listener's senses or emotions

	[image: image45.png]


Ethos
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A rhetoric appeal that focuses on the character or qualifications of the speaker.
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Logos
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A rhetoric appeal to reason or logic
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Cinematic techniques
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Methods a director uses to communicate meaning and to evoke particular emotional responses in viewers

	[image: image51.png]


Mood
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The atmosphere or predominant emotion in a literary work
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Commentary
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An explanation of the importance or relevance of an example and the ways that supports the analysis
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Repetition
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The use of any element of language (a sound, a word, a phrase, a line, or a stanza) repeated more than once
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Anaphora
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A particular kind of repetition in which the same word or group of words is repeated at the beginnings of two or more successive clauses or lines.
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Form
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The particular structure or organization of a work
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Verb choice
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The verbs, by the author, used in order to create a certain feeling
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Refrain
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A stanza or small phrase repeated throughout the work created (e.g. poems)
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Hyperbole
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An over exaggeration
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Allusion
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A reference to a person, event, or thing.
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Connotation
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The association of the feeling in a word
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Extended Metaphor
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A metaphor extended throughout the entire poem or over several lines.
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Onomatopoeia
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Words whose sounds suggest their meanings.
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Symbol
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Something that stands for something else
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Alliteration
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A repetition of the same letter in each word
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Rhyme
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Words that somewhat sound like other words
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Assonance
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The repetition of the same vowel in a word
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Consonance
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The repetition of the last constant in a word

	[image: image85.png]


Autobiography
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A biography written about his/her own life story.
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Free verse
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Poetry without a fixed pattern of meter and rhyme.
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Poetic structure
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The poet's organization of words, lines, images, and ideas.
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Rhythm
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The pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in a poem
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Rhyme scheme
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The consistent pattern of rhyme throughout a poem
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Stanza
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A group of lines usually similar in length and pattern that forms a unit within a poem
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Quatrain
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A four-line stanza in a poem.
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Couplet
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Two consecutive lines of verse with an end rhyme.
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Iambic pentameter
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A rhythmic pattern; five feet of one unstressed syllable followed by a stress syllable.
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Monologue
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A dramatic speech delivered by a character
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Drama
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A play written for stage, radio, film, or television, usually about a serious topic or situation.
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Protagonists
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The main, or most important, characters in a play
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Tragedy
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A dramatic play that tells the story of a main character, usually of noble class, who meets an untimely and unhappy death or downfall, often because of a specific character flaw or twist of fate.
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Metacognition
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The ability to know and be aware of one's own thought processes. It is a tool that helps students identify and evaluate their learning goals.
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Metaphor
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A figure of speech that uses exaggeration to express a strong feeling.
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Personification
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A figure of speech that describes an object as if it were a living creature.
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Character foil
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A person who, in contrast with the main character, accentuates the main character's distinctive qualities or characteristics.
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Dramatic irony
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Irony that takes place when the audience knows something that a character does not.
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Paraphrasing
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Taking a line from the text and rewriting it in your own words.
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Irony
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A literary device that exploits the reader's expectations.
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Climax
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The point at which he action reaches its peak; the point of greatest interest or suspense in a story; the turning point at which the outcome of the conflict is decided.
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Role of Dramaturge
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To research information about the topic and give suggestions to the actors on how to feel and how exactly how to act when acting.
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Transitions
	[image: image130.png]


The transfer of one topic to the other
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