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6 

Literacy Assessment 
 

In the 2009-2010 school year, the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills 
(DIBELS) was administered three times to monitor the development of students’ alphabetic 
principle, phonemic awareness, reading accuracy, and fluency. In addition, the Reading 3D 
assessment was administered three times to monitor the development of students’ text reading 
and comprehension. The results of these assessments were automatically uploaded onto a server 
from the handheld devices used to collect the information. Immediately following each 
assessment period, the school principal led grade level meetings during which teachers analyzed 
student data and discussed the progress of groups of students as well as individuals. During these 
grade level meetings, teachers used the data to inform whole-group instruction as well as to plan 
for small-group literacy instruction, particularly guided reading. The data were also used to 
identify some students for additional reading support. 

 
Results of these various literacy assessments indicate the need for TECCS to more 

systematically collect and analyze student achievement data to guide instructional planning and 
delivery. At the end of the 2009-2010 school year, a Director of Curriculum and Assessment was 
hired for the upcoming school year to oversee data collection and analysis, and meet with 
teachers in groups and individually to discuss student progress. The intention is to identify 
strategies for addressing gaps in students’ content knowledge and skills in the general education 
classroom as well as in the intervention setting. It would also be the responsibility of the Director 
of Curriculum and Assessment to ensure that the school’s Child Study Team employs a 
Response to Intervention Model to support struggling and at-risk learners. Within this model, 
student attainment and growth data will be used to monitor students’ progress in response to 
instructional strategies identified by the team. 
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TerraNova Test 
 

During this first year of operation of the school, the school administered the TerraNova 
“Third Edition”, a nationally norm-referenced standardized test, to establish baseline scores for 
each child in Reading, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies. The test was given to Grade 
One students only.  
 

Scores reflected the novelty of test taking for this group of 59 children. The Median 
National Percentile (MDNP) scores registered in the below average range. Only the total Science 
score was in the average range. This means that when compared to students nationally, our 
students are generally below the defined middle 50 percent of students who take this test each 
year. The lowest Reading score in the group was 1 and the highest was 92. The challenge for the 
school will be to increase the lowest performers while fostering the higher achievement of those 
students in the average and above average range. 

 
Expectations are that the longer the student remains with the school the higher the scores 

will become. Changes in the administration with the addition of a Director of Curriculum and 
Assessment to focus on student achievement will support the growth of each child. The addition 
of Intervention strategies to address the struggling reader will also support improvement of 
scores individually and within the groups.  

 
Since the TerraNova Test assesses students in the four basic subject areas each year of 

administration, there will be a record of individual student progress over time. It is expected that 
the second year will show increased scores in this group and higher scores in the new grade one 
because of continued professional development for teachers. In addition, the students will 
practice test taking skills using state test questions to help them become familiar with the types 
of questions. 
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