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Components of Acuity

Type of 
Assessment Description Level of 

Customization

Predictive 
Assessments

Mirror 
NY State tests &
Regents exams

Not customized

Instructionally 
Targeted 

Assessments 
(ITAs)

Match NYC
instructional 
approaches

May be customized

Item Bank
Available to make 

customized classroom 
assignments

Customized



Acuity Reports Track Student Performance
Assessment Reports display student performance by NYS 

standard and divide students into performance “tiers” for 
grouping purposes

 Item Analysis Reports break down student performance to 
item and skill levels and provide distractor analysis to pinpoint 
common errors

Classroom Matrix Reports provide an at a glance view of 
student performance and skills level analysis 

Roster Reports list scores for each student within a class or 
each class within a school

AYP Reports disaggregate student performance by NCLB 
subgroups at the school level
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View Trends in a Class or Grade: Assessment Report
 Class or School Assessment Report displays student 
performance on each NY State ELA and math standard by “tiers”

Click any standard to see specific skills and items

Click any % to see which students fell into that “tier” and assign 
targeted instructional activities to students

Click Assign to assign targeted instructional activities to students
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Pinpoint Common Student Errors: Item Analysis 
Report

 Class or School Item Analysis Report displays students’ 
performance on each item, organized by performance indicator

 Click any item number to view the specific item

 Click any % to see which students selected each answer choice 
and assign instructional activities



66

Pinpoint Common Student Errors: Item Analysis 
Report
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Pinpoint Common Student Errors: Distractor Analysis 
Report
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Classroom Matrix Report
Displays item and skill-level assessment results for each 

student, organized by class
> Item type and skill for each question
> Correct answers highlighted
> Most commonly-selected incorrect answer

 Includes detailed roster and assessment report information 
for each student

> Predicted proficiency level 
> Scale score
> Tier (0-25%, 26-50%, 51-75%, or 76-100%)
> Percent correct by item type

Automatically opens as an Excel spreadsheet that can be 
saved, sorted, and/or printed
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Classroom Matrix Report

Question number, 
item type and most 
commonly selected 
incorrect answer. 

Predicted proficiency 
level, tier, and % correct 
for each student

Correct answer choices highlighted 
in green for easy-to-see 
performance trends



Compare Performance Among Classes or 
Students: Roster Report
Lists scores for each student within a class or each 

class within a school

Provides breakdown of performance by “tier”

Scores lower than 50% are highlighted in blue

Sort scores from high to low or low to high



View Performance Trends Across Subgroups:
AYP Report

View performance breakdown by NCLB subgroup:
> Gender
> Ethnic/Racial
> Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
> Limited English Proficiency
> Students with Disabilities
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Overview of Predictive Assessment Scores

Overall Score: % correct on an assessment

Prediction: forecast of a student’s performance level 
on the New York State tests 

Scaled Score: level of achievement that can be used 
to show growth within and across years
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How Are Acuity Predictions Determined?

Data Used:
> Predictive Assessment scores
> NY State test results
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Hannah Granger

Hannah: 15 out of 19 correct

2009-2010 7th Grader
Other Students: 15 out of 19 correct

Proficient

Proficient
Basic Proficient

Advanced
Advanced

Basic
Proficient

Acuity predicts that Hannah will score in the 

Proficient performance level category.

Former 7th Graders

Acuity Prediction Example
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The Student Assessment Report –
Predicted Performance

The Student Assessment Report

> - represents the student’s expected performance level on the NY State 
test if the student continues on the same learning path

> - represents the standard error of prediction 

Changes in instruction between the administration of the 
Acuity Predictive Assessment and the NY State test can 
improve a student’s actual score on the State test
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Acuity Predictive Vertical Scale
 The scaled score can be applied across all grades of Acuity 

Predictive Assessments
> The minimum of the scale is the lowest a student can perform on a 3rd grade 

fall assessment (280)
> The maximum of the scale is the highest a student can perform on an 8th

grade spring assessment (815)

 Each assessment has a unique scale range that is contained      
within the overall scale

280

330

380

430

480

530

580

630

680

730

780

Grade 3 Fall 
Assessment 

(280-700)

Grade 8 Spring 
Assessment 

(350-815)

815 
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The Student Assessment Report –
Vertical Scaled Score
 The Student Assessment Report displays the student’s Acuity 

scaled score

> The min and max scores represent the lowest and highest scores 
possible and are different for each assessment

> The number in parentheses is the standard error of measurement and 
represents the possible variation in the student’s scaled score

 The Acuity vertical scale is not the same as the scales provided on 
the NY State ELA and Math tests

Unlike with State test scaled scores, you can use Acuity scaled 
scores to measure student progress over time



Navigation/Demo 

Log into Acuity:
> Periodic Assessment Web site: 

http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/Period
icAssessments

> Click “Acuity”
> User Names are DOE Outlook email addresses (e.g., emullins5)
> Passwords are 6-digit file numbers 

Class Assessment report –[Review key components]

Drill into an Item Analysis report–[Review key components]

Classroom Matrix report

Class Roster report – [Point out the overall percentage 
points obtain and scale score]

http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/PeriodicAssessments�
http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators/PeriodicAssessments�


Instructional Next Steps
Use Acuity reports for your school, classes, or 
individual students to identify areas of strength 
and weakness

Assign Instructional Resources in areas of 
student need (grades 3-8 in ELA, 3-9 in math)

Create custom assignments using the Acuity 
Item Banks to assess progress on particular 
skills 



Acuity Educator Support
 Visit http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators and 

click “Periodic Assessments”:
> Details on professional development opportunities and registration links
> Recorded videos and presentations
> Program updates
> Information about assessment administrations

 Contact the NYC Acuity Helpdesk for technical support:
> Phone: 866- NYC-6550

 Hours of operation – 7am to 7pm
> Email: nycacuity@ctb.com

 24-hour response time for all questions submitted
 Contact the DOE’s Periodic Assessment Team with policy questions or 

suggestions:
> 212-374-5162
> periodicassessment@schools.nyc.gov

Look for more helpful resources in ARIS on using assessment data to drive instruction

http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/ResourcesforEducators�
mailto:nycacuity@ctb.com�
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