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PROCEDURAL GUIDANCE FOR STUDENT DISCIPLINE IN CHARTER SCHOOLS UNDER THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT (IDEA) 

APPLICABILITY: IDEA protections apply to students with disabilities in charter schools OR to students for whom the charter school is deemed to have knowledge of a disability. 

A CHARTER SCHOOL STUDENT WITH A DISABILITY VIOLATES THE SCHOOL’S CODE OF CONDUCT AND IS REMOVED CONSISTENT WITH DUE PROCESS 

Removal is more than 10 
consecutive school days.  

A CHANGE 
OF 

PLACEMENT 
HAS 

OCCURRED 

YES 

PATTERN 

CSE* conducts FBA and 

develops/modifies BIP. 

Charter School 

implements BIP. 

MUST RETURN STUDENT  
to original Charter School placement, 

UNLESS: 

(2) The parent 

and CSE* 

agree to a 

change of 

placement. 

(1) If the misconduct involved 
weapons, illegal drugs, controlled 

substances, or serious bodily 
injury, then the Charter School  
MAY REMOVE THE STUDENT  

for up to 45 days in an alternative 
site. 

 

Removal is more than 10 cumulative 
school days in a school year but not more 

than 10 consecutive school days. 

Charter School 
determines if a 

pattern of 
removals exists.  

YES MANIFESTATION OF DISABILITY 

Removal is (a) 10 or 
fewer consecutive 
school days, AND  

(b) 10 or fewer 
cumulative school 

days in a school year. 

SERVICES 
 

Charter School 
provides services to 

student similar to 
students without 

disabilities. 

Charter School  
MAY REMOVE THE 

STUDENT 

NO PATTERN 

Charter School 

MAY REMOVE 

THE 

STUDENT 

SERVICES 
Charter School 
determines and 
provides special 

education services 
for progress toward 

IEP goals and 
participation in 

general education 
curriculum  

CSE* determines the special 
education services for 

progress toward IEP goals 
and participation in general 

education curriculum. SERVICES 
 

Charter School 
determines the 
alternative site 

that implements 
services 

recommended 
by CSE*.  

CSE (DOE) sends MDR scheduling 
notice and PSN to parents. 

MDR Team, including DOE, parents, and 
relevant IEP team members from DOE 

and the Charter School, must review the 
student’s file and determine if the conduct 

was a manifestation of the student’s 
disability.  

Charter School sends notice 

of discipline and procedural 

safeguards notice (“PSN”) to 

parents and notifies the CSE 

(DOE).  

MDR occurs within 10 school days of 
the removal or the decision to change 

placement  

Charter School  

MAY REMOVE THE 

STUDENT. 

NOT MANIFESTATION OF DISABILITY 

SERVICES 
 

Charter School 

implements services 

recommended by CSE*. 

CSE* and 
Charter School 

remedy 
deficiencies in 

IEP and 
implementation 

of IEP, 
respectively. 

 Services/ 
Remedies  

Decision 
Needed 

 

 Action Needed 

 

Removal OK 

Color Codes 


