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Math Item Analyses – 2009
(Rev Oct 2009)
READ ME
To work properly, the item analyses documents must be downloaded first, then opened.  They will not function correctly if they are opened directly from an internet browser.

The document contains three worksheets, on three separate tabs, visible at the lower left of the screen (once the document is open).  All of the information displayed is controlled by selections made for “Grouping” and “School, Network, or District” on the ‘Tables’ worksheet.  The ‘Tables’ worksheet will open automatically when you open the document for the first time.
‘Tables’ Worksheet
Once selections are made for “Grouping” and “School, Network, or District”, the spreadsheet will automatically load with the data for three grades (3, 4, and 5; or 6, 7, and 8) for 2009.  Depending on the speed of your computer, a few seconds may be required for the data to be calculated and retrieved.  The items for each year are listed in order of highest performance to lowest performance.  Scroll down to see data for each grade.  If the table is blank in certain spots, no data is available.  
Hot links are provided to each of the individual items, at right.  You can see exactly what the item was (the question on the test), and the NY State Strand and Standard on which the item was based.  There is also a link to a complete set of all items, if you prefer to download them all at once.  Finally, a link is provided to the NY State web page for each Math exam and Answer Key for 2009.
‘Charts’ Worksheet
Please also open the second tab in the workbook (at the bottom, toward the left) called “Charts”.  It contains graphical comparisons of the performance of the selected school vs the city-wide averages for each item on the exam.  A positive value indicates that the selected school scored higher than the citywide average for that item.  A negative value indicates that the selected school scored lower than the citywide average for that item.  These charts may assist in identifying items that merit review.  It also contains information on the percent of students scoring at each performance level, and the mean scale score, all compared to citywide averages.  If you wish to change the school, network, or district, you must return to the ‘Tables’ worksheet.
‘Two Year Comparisons’ Worksheet
This worksheet graphically displays the % of students scoring at each performance level for tests administered in 2008 and 2009.  This may be useful for a quick look at overall student performance over these two years.  If you wish to change the school, network, or district, you must return to the ‘Tables’ worksheet.

Other Notes
· Students Tested – The total number of students who took the test at the selected school, network, or district.

· Mean Scale Score – For all students who took the test at each school, network, or district, this number is calculated by converting the raw score to a scale score by applying the appropriate conversion.

· % Scoring Lvl 1, 2, 3, and 4 – This is the total number of students scoring at each level divided by the total number of students who took the test, for each school, network, or district.
· Summaries are provided for student performance, aggregated by question type and strand.
Viewing and Printing
· To make the document easier to read, you may wish to adjust the “zoom”.  Select “view” from the menu bar, then select “zoom” and adjust as necessary.
· The document is pre-set to print without the hotlinks to the individual items.
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