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Literacy 
 
· At PS 197, we know that becoming independent readers and writers is a process. Our goal is to make our students responsible for their learning and to be cognizant of the ways that good readers read and writers write. Our teachers work with our students on developing strategies to be effective, thoughtful readers and writers.  
 
· Assessment is important in any literacy program. In reading, we periodically assess our students using Teacher’s College Reading and Writing Project Assessment. Research has shown that students become better readers by practicing in books on their “just right” level. The children are aware of their independent reading levels, they are taught to find books that are “just right” for them.  In writing, rubrics are an important assessment tool. At PS 197, conferencing and small-group instruction in reading and writing are very important and are done daily.
 
· We are in our fifth year working with the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project. Staff Developers have been scheduled to visit our school to work directly with teachers and students in order to model effective methods of teaching reading and writing. Two staff developers work with us at PS 197 for 20 days throughout the year, one with teachers in K-2, one with teachers in 3-5. Teachers have been attending staff development at Teachers College on instructional strategies and planning teaching units of study. They share notes with colleagues on their grades after each session.  
· The teachers in grades K-5 use the Lucy Calkins Units of Study in Writing. The teachers in 3-5 use many resources, namely, The Art of Teaching Writing, by Lucy Calkins.  Our teachers collaborate and create writing rubrics that reflect the specific units of study.
· We understand the need for spelling, grammar and punctuation instruction. 
Students in all grades use Words Their Way which is a differentiated word work program that addresses multiple learning styles and modalities. 
Websites for Literacy Support 

http://www.studyisland.com 
https://nyc-acuity.mcgraw-hill.com/index.jsp
Serenity St. Jean, Literacy Specialist
