
Sustainability Initiative 

Newsletter 

News March 7, 2016 

Inside this issue: 

News 

Updates  

Opportunities  

Resources 

Contact Info 

 Updates 

Sustainability Poster Contest 
For the fifth year, NYC DOE is conducting an Energy Conservation Artwork Contest. Students 
should create a poster with a CALL TO ACTION in regards to energy conservation. This competi-
tion is open to all NYC DOE schools from all grade levels (K-12). The goal of the contest is to 
create a dialogue and encourage students, teachers, administrative staff and parents to save energy 
through art. 
 
Deadline for submissions is April 1, 2016. Check out our website for more details.  

Career Opportunities in the Office of Sustainability  

 
Zero Waste Coordinator 
The Office of Sustainability is seeking 5 Zero Waste Coordinators. Each will provide technical sup-
port and guidance on program implementation and operation to DOE staff including custodians, 
district/central headquarters staff and school administrators in accordance with Chancellor’s Regu-
lation A-850 and Local Law 40/41 (Recycling Law.)  

Sustainability Advanced Training 

We’re please to announce that the next Sustainability Advance Training will be held on Friday, May 
27th at the UFT Headquarters. This will be an all event, lunch will be provided. Please mark your 
calendar! Registration will begin in April. Please be on the look out for an email from the Office of 
Sustainability regarding registration.  

A Greenhouse Grows in Brooklyn 
M.S/P.S. 84 The Jose De Diego School and NY Sun 
Works celebrate the opening of a 1,500 sq Rooftop 
Greenhouse. 
 
On Friday, February 26, parents, teachers and city 
and state officials arrived at M.S/P.S. 84 in Brook-
lyn to find students wearing Greenhouse Leader 
badges escorting them to the roof. They were there 
to proudly provide guided tours of their new state 

of the art hydroponic Greenhouse Classroom facility. Students at The Jose De 
Diego School had been learning and practicing for months on their presentations.  

My escort was Katya, a 4th grader at P.S. 84. As we walked up the four 
flights of stairs, towards the roof of the building, Katya explained to me 
exactly what is hydroponics, “it’s a method of growing plants using min-
eral nutrient solutions, in water, without soil.” she said. When we arrived 

upstairs to the school’s roof, the sun shined 
through the double glass panels of the green-
house walls. The greenhouse is a 1524 sq. sci-
ence lab and urban farm that seats 32 students. 
In addition, to having hydroponic growing sys-
tems, the greenhouse also contains an aquapon-
ics tank, which will be filled with tilapia in order 
to provide nutrient-rich water for plants, an enclosure full of ladybugs, 
which are employed as a natural pest control, and an independent water 
supply via a rainwater collection method. The first of its kind in Brooklyn, 
the greenhouse represents a landmark initiative by the school’s community 
and NY Sun Works, a non-profit org which 

builds innovative science labs in urban schools. Children will learn 
about the science of sustainability while growing food with cutting edge 
technology. They will also learn about contamination, pollution, biodi-

Similar programs will be implemented into another dozen schools in the 
upcoming year. In November 2015, Brooklyn Borough President Eric 
Adams, unveiled “Growing Brooklyn’s Future” an initiative to create 
hydroponic classrooms in a dozen schools across Brooklyn.  "This space 
represents the needs of the 21st century. We are thinking out of the box, 
we are rethinking education to prepare the next generation of innova-
tors." ManueLa Zamora, NYSW Executive Director concluded. 

http://schools.nyc.gov/community/facilities/sustainability/coordinators/contests/PosterCompetition.htm
https://nycdoe.silkroad.com/epostings/index.cfm?fuseaction=app.jobinfo&id=23&jobid=215264&company_id=15651&version=2&source=ONLINE&JobOwner=1001257&level=levelid1&levelid1=36328&startflag=2


Events 
March is National Nutrition Month and Includes School Breakfast Week 
Find resources for schools and educators and celebrate National School Breakfast Week, March 7-11  
 
Compost at Greenmarkets 
Help promote organics diversion for composting in New York City at select Greenmarkets. Every week, 
food scraps are collected from neighborhood residents and transported to local compost sites for pro-
cessing. Volunteers are needed to help Compost Coordinators manage busy food scrap drop-off locations. 
Sign up here for one or more events. 
 
March 5 - Compost 101— 10am to noon 
Join the NYC Compost Project to learn how to reduce your waste and create "black gold" for your garden 
by composting leaves, kitchen scraps, garden trimmings and weeds. This workshop covers the essentials of 
outdoor composting in an urban setting. Register here. 
 
March 10 - Workshop: Garden  - 4:30pm to 6:30pm 
Join Edible SchoolYard for this free workshop that will show you how to plan an educational garden space. 
This event is open to all educators. Learn more and register here.  
 
Stop 'N' Swap 
Stop 'N' Swap is a free community reuse event in which the public may drop off reusable and portable items 
for others to take home. Volunteers help receive, sort, and display items at these events. Breakfast and lunch 
will be provided. Sign up for one or more: 

 
March 11 - Catskills Youth Climate Summit, Delaware Academy, Delhi, NY - 8:30am to 2:30pm 
The Catskills Youth Climate Summit is a powerful vehicle for inspiration, learning, community engagement 
and youth leadership development.  For more information, click here.  Register here. 
 
March 19 - Hot Compost – 10am to noon 
Take your composting to the next level at this hands-on workshop! Learn to make and manage a 
“thermophilic” batch of compost—a pile that will heat up to kill weed seeds and pathogens, ready to use in 
as little as three months! Participants work together with NYC Compost Project staff to build a pile at our 
compost demo site. Come ready to get dirty! Register here. 
 
March 19 – NY Health and Sustainability Learning Expo – 10am –2pm 
This is a day of fun & learning for kids and adults, showcasing businesses that support actions which teach 
children to be ambassadors of healthy living & sustainability. This event is to be held at the Marriot Brook-
lyn Bridge, 333 Adams St Brooklyn NY 11201. Click here to learn more. 
 
March 23 -  "Go Green Night" at P.S. 229Q  - 6pm to 8pm 
This night is a celebration of sustainability for staff, students, and parents. There will be a variety of activities 
for all attendees to participate in such as, games, science projects, and a planting station. If you’d like to 
attend, please contact Corinne Caballero at ccaball@schools.nyc.gov to RSVP.  
 
March 24 - Workshop: All About Planting - 4:30pm to 6:30pm 
Dig in to the basics of planting, both indoors and outside. In this free two-hour workshop, you’ll learn tech-
niques to engage students in planting activities, such as seed starts, plant starts, and transplanting. Explore 
Edible Schoolyard NYC’s lessons that focus on planting while remaining rooted in academic context, such 
as environmental science as it relates to plant growth, the parts of plants that we eat, and photosynthesis. To 
attend this workshop you must register here.  This event is open to all educators. 
 
March 24 - STEM Resources: Sustainability Coordinator Gathering - 4pm to 6pm 
Join NYC Eco-Schools and GrowNYC Recycling Champions at NYC Eco-School and Recycling Champi-
ons school P.S. 16R (80 Monroe Avenue, Staten Island) for a special STEM-focused Sustainability Coor-
dinator Gathering!  Come and hear from our guest about their STEM-focused program offerings for stu-
dents and their outlook on the future of STEM education in New York City: 

March 31- Workshop: Cooking with Kids 101 - 4:30 to 6:30 
In this free two-hour workshop, you’ll learn how to set up your classroom for safe, fun, and educational 
cooking activities with your students. What equipment do you need and what can you do without? How can 
kids use knives and heat safely? Practice some of Edible Schoolyard NYC’s teaching techniques by cooking a 
seasonal recipe with the class. To attend this workshop you must register here. This event is open to all 
educators. 
 
March 31– April 1—Green Schools Conference & Expo—Pittsburgh, PA 
The Green Schools Conference & Expo brings together green schools thought leaders and champions, con-
necting educators, school administrators, elected officials, and nonprofit and corporate partners to advance 
the shared mission of green schools for all. Register here. 
 
April 30 - Spring Soil Health - 10am to noon 
Spring is here and it’s time to prep for the upcoming growing season! Join QBG Farm staff to learn how to 
grow healthy plants and care for your soil. We’ll discuss soil testing, cover crops, compost application, and 
growing season planning tips. Register here. 
 
May 13-14 - 4th Annual International Young Environmentalist Youth Summit (IYEYS)  
Join over 140 young environmentalists at the IYEYS. Powered by Greening Forward, the IYEYS is a con-
ference by the youth for the youth who aspire to start global organizations. This conference will equip stu-
dents with the leadership skills necessary for them to create campaigns that will reduce waste, address cli-
mate change, advocate for green and wild spaces, and more. Want to know more? Click here 
 
May 14 - Compost Tea and Cookies– 10am to noon 
This advanced composting class will show participants how to make a batch of compost tea; an aerated brew 
of finished compost in water. Making actively aerated compost tea creates an explosion of beneficial bacteria 
and fungi found in compost. Compost tea can be applied to plants as a foliar spray or soil soak. Come enjoy 
tea and (edible!) cookies with us in this informative session. Register here.   
 
June 26 - July 2 - Student Climate & Conservation Congress - Applications Now Open - Students (and 
a limited number of faculty or staff) are invited to apply to become U.S. Green School Fellows and partici-
pate in the 2015 Sc3 Congress. Sc3 empowers outstanding high school students, entering 9th to 12th grade 
next fall, with the skills, knowledge and tools necessary to address climate and conservation challenges and 
better serve their schools and communities. Apply or Nominate today!  
 
 

Saturday, March 5 - Staten Island 
10:45am-4:30pm,Christ Church New Brighton 

76 Franklin Ave (map) (sign up)  

Saturday, March 12 - Elmhurst  
10:45am-4:30pm, P.S. 13 Clement C Moore 

5501 94th St, Queens (map) (sign up)   

http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/10-free-things-national-nutrition-month.html?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://healthymeals.nal.usda.gov/features-month/march/national-nutrition-month?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://schoolnutrition.org/nsbw/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.cervistech.com/acts/webreg/eventwebreglist.php?org_id=0071&event_category_id=&keyword=&filter_date=None&filter_start_time=&filter_end_time=&sort=dateasc&zip=&zip_radius=&console_mode=console&res_code=&filter_choice=&cal_choice=&res_choice=
compost0101.eventbrite.com
https://www.edibleschoolyardnyc.org/events/pd-workshop-garden-planning/
http://www.ccedelaware.org/Libraries/HE_INFO/Youth_Summit_Flyer_2016-final.sflb.ashx
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=CatskillsYouthSummit2016_212
hotcompost.eventbrite.com
http://exposyourbusiness.com/EYB-MAIN/NYHSLE/Brooklyn2016/LPages/NYHSLEProspectus.htm
https://www.edibleschoolyardnyc.org/events/pd-workshop-planting-indooroutdoor/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lW_fnJasP1ZspzgguGYRe2jgUm6DJJpECxIdo57csVaRQ3tG_mZSZRDx8mPxcbd91TZnKDw4wpdnHbZZ4JskVSDUDZJqBFuVsSiQGtoZkmwweEK72yr20xmzkv0clqadYl2GUoSGrFGXXDRZeiP4rkDNNpZ307vSjxVuqO3tZAfRP_troJHFAY1jeMwVVsfVnA8CjF9vMPz8hW2qHs9KsBTZ8041oH-GfN-M
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lW_fnJasP1ZspzgguGYRe2jgUm6DJJpECxIdo57csVaRQ3tG_mZSZRDx8mPxcbd91TZnKDw4wpdnHbZZ4JskVSDUDZJqBFuVsSiQGtoZkmwweEK72yr20xmzkv0clqadYl2GUoSGrFGXXDRZeiP4rkDNNpZ307vSjxVuqO3tZAfRP_troJHFAY1jeMwVVsfVnA8CjF9vMPz8hW2qHs9KsBTZ8041oH-GfN-M
https://www.edibleschoolyardnyc.org/events/pd-workshop-setting-up-the-kitchen-classroom/
https://register.greenschoolsconference.org/2016/registration/
springsoilhealth.eventbrite.com
http://greeningforward.org/IYEYS/
composttea.eventbrite.com
http://www.greenschoolsalliance.org/students/student-climate-conservation-congress-sc3
http://www.greenschoolsalliance.org/students/student-climate-conservation-congress-sc3/how-apply
http://www.greenschoolsalliance.org/students/student-climate-conservation-congress-sc3/how-apply
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oxOC_tGudNUSeZLJVDeepfvYEFvaRi3RNNZpvwKPVDQLFCNE5Ga7DQStEzR0_Prlgf-C6r0tk8ymrZ3IXGYc4zZ74qt8lhB-YIDlt5GarT87ksU7DyvSBNMQ4ElbEzPs_lQSV7BDn5Pt4rkztNcsDdbtYH_Kd5ZA0y2fknY0rFAND8egwuDBXuPk3k6mYFbSsKMdQGkKz9fXmmq8QyI_m_7VasEfGOxAiBVe
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oxOC_tGudNUSeZLJVDeepfvYEFvaRi3RNNZpvwKPVDQLFCNE5Ga7Dbw489DfHpNGiBUrwwaIkI4W5wV3E2i5kpG2vPLLUg6VyAmjswWv2T-bhV0AsRDNL9VsJxlt5_Ql-GTDEx2b9P6lW-SSXd1PDr_5QDUOHl2PnCWEluOfBNbO8KIIhJ9Mr70kYHzFqaFDhq2boNh9PM58XN-pd_m57NicPamdCpZ2Po_I
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oxOC_tGudNUSeZLJVDeepfvYEFvaRi3RNNZpvwKPVDQLFCNE5Ga7Dbw489DfHpNGzH1NYuQt0GObNOMSbr0eXSTOZYwT9krH-4YLRgtVLKlB730uu_zBaM4u3gZUJhrXB9PATcgJL3GHggHXPrhalMFeH_5m48kbK8sfxdgxBwBtZwHueIVALxY2UZKgDVqoeWgdL_A5EBCa_LYGzQ33U4_jFkERXU9SP8eU
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oxOC_tGudNUSeZLJVDeepfvYEFvaRi3RNNZpvwKPVDQLFCNE5Ga7Dbw489DfHpNGDjEeuvM9oOVL-UPLSqSWiMXAPxDH4Fp5stNld8SNoG-dBWVUEDA65IxNDUkMQRGBUdWAcSgZkB6Y0HyN6jTLzu-1pbbRoMsCjZ-d2PNIuhsRlsHJOUZHz7xGcSJua14LUngGssnLwVabuQjVSgEZaDANoYemyoDUp7Ae


Opportunities 
Bring Green Design Lab to 
your school! 
Solar One offers direct delivery 
programs for NYC schools! Solar 
One Educators can visit up to 4 
classes per day for 1-6 sessions 
delivering hands on activities such 

as designing wind turbines, building batteries, test-
ing water quality, and more! You can mix and match 
activities from the Energy, Water, Materials, Air, or 
Food Units to meet the needs of your classes. All 
workshops include materials for hands on projects. 
After school programming and field trips are also 
available. To learn more click here.  
 
EPA now accepting applications for locally-
focused EE projects 
The application period for the 2016 Environmental 
Education (EE) Grants Program is now open! EPA 
is looking to support locally-focused EE projects 
that increase public awareness and knowledge about 
environmental issues. Projects should promote 
environmental stewardship and help develop in-
formed, knowledgeable and responsible citizens in 
the community(ies) in which the project is located.  
Applications are due by April 8, 2016, 11:59 p.m. 
Eastern Time. To learn more and register visit 
www.epa.gov 

 
Plastic Bag and Film Recycling 
As much as we work to reduce our use of plastic 
bags, and  reuse them for cleaning up after the dog, 
collecting non-recyclables for the tiny trash chutes, 
etc., recycling can be a helpful option.  Many retail 
stores provide recycling bins to turn old bags into 
composite lumber, bags, containers, crates, pallets, 
and pipes. Check out Plasticfilmrecycling.org to 
find a retail store near you that accept clean, dry 
plastic bags and film.  
 
Water, Energy and Waste: Integrating Themes 
of Sustainability into your Classroom.  
This course offers K-8 science and classroom teach-
ers the unique opportunity to delve deeper into 
global environmental issues on a local level. Situated 
within the novel setting of a NY Sun Works sustain-
able rooftop hydroponic urban farm/Greenhouse 
Classroom, this course allows teachers to learn 
more about current environmental concerns 
through a blend of technology, discussion, and 
engaging hands-on projects.  
 
March 6 -April 16 2016  Saturdays 8:30am - 3:30pm  
Participates will receive 3 PD credits for the course, 
To apply go to the current ASPDP course cata-
log . 
 
Schoolyard Habitats 
To help reconnect today's children to the outdoors, 
National Wildlife Federation assists schools in de-
veloping Schoolyard Habitat outdoor classrooms 
where educators and students learn how to attract 
and support local wildlife. These wildlife habitats 
become places where students not only learn about 
wildlife species and ecosystems, but also outdoor 
classrooms where they hone their academic skills 
and nurture their innate curiosity and creativity. To 
learn more, click here. 
 
The Green Strides Webinar Series  
The Green Strides Webinar Series promotes ses-
sions offered by federal agencies and nonprofit 
organizations that provide free tools to reduce 
schools' environmental impact and costs; improve 
health and wellness; and teach effective environ-
mental education. Check out the webinar calendar 
for upcoming webinars. 
 
NWF's Young Reporters for the Environment 
National Competition 
Youth between the ages of 13 and 21 are invited to 
participate in NWF's Young Reporters for the Envi-
ronment national competition. Participants investi-
gate an environmental issue and report on it in writ-
ing, photography, or video. Entries must be relevant 
to participants' local community, connect to a global 
perspective, include possible solutions, and be dis-
seminated to an appropriate target audience. First 
place winners in each category will continue to the 
international competition. Submissions are due by 
Tuesday, March 15, 2016, 5 P.M. EST. To learn 
more click here! 

GrowNYC’s 2016 Annual Spring Plant Sale 
Every year, GrowNYC holds their Annual Spring 
Plant Sale in order to provide community groups 
with affordable perennial and annual flowering 
plants, herbs, ground covers, and vegetables grown 
by Greenmarket farmers and sold in wholesale 
quantities. Plants are for neighborhood open space 
projects only (e.g. community gardens, schools, 
block associations, churches, etc.) and may be sold 
to raise other funds. 
  
GrowNYC offers an online order form and strongly 
prefers that you use it to submit your order.  Orders 
are due by Friday April 1st. 
 
DNA Science Camp at the Harlem DNA Lab 
Encourage your students to attend this STEM En-
richment Program during Spring Break! 
  
Interested in molecular genetics and modern bio-
technology? Wish you had more time in the lab at 
school? Want to learn more about DNA? Apply 
now to attend DNA Science Camp at the Harlem 
DNA Lab during Spring Break! DNA Science 
Camp provides extensive lab experience with the 
basic techniques of recombinant DNA, including 
DNA restriction and ligation, bacterial transfor-
mation, and plasmid isolation. Campers will per-
form the entire lab sequence from the popu-
lar DNA Science text and will receive their own 
copy of the text to keep. Students in grades 9-12 
who successfully completed Living Environment 
are eligible to apply. 
  
Click here for more information and to apply. 
 
Carton 2 Garden Contest 
This contest highlights students’ creativity by re-
purposing milk and juice cartons from the cafeteria 

to either build or enhance a 
school garden. Educators 
engage students in a hands-on 
experience creating teachable 

moments on environmental stewardship, sustaina-
bility and living healthy. The best use of cartons in 
the school garden can win a prize valued up to 
$2,500 for building or enhancing the garden. Con-
test submissions are due April 13 so get registered 
today for your entry kit and start planning!  
 
Free Professional Development  
The Office of School Wellness is offering free Pro-
fessional Development (PD) throughout the 2015-
16 school year. Check out the Office of School 
Wellness online catalog here. Create your own pro-
fessional development plan and make it part of 
wider school wellness action plans.  
  
2016 Water Resources Art & Poetry Contest 
DEP’s 30th Annual Water Resources Art & Poetry 
Contest: Second through 12th grade students from 
New York City and watershed schools are invited to 
submit artwork (including media such as paintings, 
photos, digital art, videos) and poetry that creatively 
express knowledge, appreciation and understanding 
of New York’s valuable shared water resources. 
Visit the DEP website to view contest guidelines, 
learn about New York City’s water resources and 
the STEM connection, register and submit entries 
online, and see past winners’ art and poetry. The 
deadline for submitting entries to DEP is March 4, 
2016.  
  
Oysters, Alewife and Eels... Oh My! Contest 
The Bronx River Alliance is looking for creative 
students to illustrate the cover artwork for the new 
Bronx River Aquatic Wildlife Monitoring How-To-
Guide created by NYC Parks Natural Resources 
Group. Deadline May 24, 2016 
  
Check out more of the Contest details here!  
 
Pure Food Kids offers FREE food education 
workshops for 4th and 5th grade students in the 
Seattle & New York City metro areas. In the work-
shops, kids learn to become Food Detectives 
through label reading and cooking. They leave the 
workshop ready to make savvy food decisions for 
themselves and their families. 
To schedule a workshop, click here or visit 
www.purefoodkids.org  
  

http://www.thegreendesignlab.org/programming/direct-delivery/
http://www.epa.gov/education/environmental-education-ee-grants
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oxOC_tGudNUSeZLJVDeepfvYEFvaRi3RNNZpvwKPVDQLFCNE5Ga7Dbw489DfHpNGrE8FCqdeGWqtSyZzqBvW-vvfVgNFDACSeQJs24xo2gUANgUKuKKazGEyx2HXT-DB_NfpPpD9JTHOCUv_HQ7eY6kUCT1rvnL4N127Bg64-iiQ4Gr79XiC27jiKNZhKDu0&c=C4JS_VhNsK555S57ZtSugbq5sInZZIkUa
https://pci.nycenet.edu/aspdp/PublicPages/ViewCourse.aspx?nClassID=5850
https://pci.nycenet.edu/aspdp/PublicPages/ViewCourse.aspx?nClassID=5850
http://www.nhttp:/www.nwf.org/How-to-Help/Garden-for-Wildlife/Schoolyard-Habitats.aspx
http://www.nwf.org/How-to-Help/Garden-for-Wildlife/Schoolyard-Habitats.aspx
http://www.greenstrides.org/webinars
http://www.nwf.org/Young-Reporters-for-the-Environment/About-Young-Reporters/Join-the-Competition.aspx
http://www.grownyc.org/openspace/plantsale
http://www.grownyc.org/openspace/plantsale
https://form.jotform.com/60215668191961
https://www.dnalc.org/harlemdnalab/
https://www.dnalc.org/harlemdnalab/
http://www.cvent.com/Surveys/Welcome.aspx?s=d157402f-0aa1-4f2b-a06a-4d256c667a66
http://carton2garden.com/contest-details/entry-kit/entry-kit-form/
http://carton2garden.com/contest-details/entry-kit/entry-kit-form/
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/71FC7DAE-968F-4316-8264-EBF9A1577DEA/0/201415SchoolWellnessWorksPDCatalogdocx.pdf?utm_source=School+Wellness+Weekly&utm_campaign=4f131570e4-School+Wellness+Weekly%2C+10.24.14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dd6b60c864-4f1315
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/environmental_education/artpoetry.shtml
http://www.bronxriver.org/puma/images/usersubmitted/file/Newsletter%20Files/Contest%20Flyer%20PDF.pdf
http://carton2garden.com/


Resources 
Teaching Resources 

TurfMutt: Saving the Planet One Yard at a Time - TurfMutt is a science-based program featuring 
standards-aligned curriculum that teaches students how things grow, the value of personal and community 
green spaces, and how to tend to them in a sustainable way. 
  
New Scholastic Every Kid in the Park materials are now available! Designed for both teachers and par-
ents to help educate students on the benefits, purpose and value of federal lands and waters with materials 
that connect with topics areas in English, Language Arts, Social Studies and Science. 
  
Fresh and Salt Water Curriculum - for teachers of grades 5-10, this free, downloadable curriculum pro-
vides an interdisciplinary approach to understanding Great Lakes and ocean literacy principles. 
   
Investi-gator Science Journal - this journal is for upper elementary level students.  The journal focuses on 
contemporary, Forest Service research and is written in the format of a scientific article. Receive free copies 
for your class.  
 
FIRST LEGO League TRASH TREK Challenge - teams of up to 10 students will choose and solve a 
real-world trash problem as their Project. Teams will also build, test, and program an autonomous robot 
using LEGO® MINDSTORMS® technology to solve a series of sustainability-themed missions.  
 
School Garden Seeds Donation 
Peaceful Valley Farm & Garden Supply's School Garden Program is currently taking applications! They will 
be giving out several hundred seed boxes to school gardens on a first come, first serve basis! Each seed box 
donation will include a wide assortment of certified organic, non-GMO Peaceful Valley brand seed packs. 
To apply, completed this application. 

 
National Grants for Educators 

 
Let It Grow Contest & Grant 
The Nutrients for Life Foundation provides information and resources to educators and the public about 
the vital role fertilizers play in feeding our world.  The Foundation's "Let It Grow Contest" invites teachers 
and community adults to vote daily for a school of their choice to win a $5,000 agricultural grant, Nutrients 
For Life Foundation prize pack and more. Deadline: March 7, 2016 
 
Kars4Kids Small Grant Program 
The Kars4Kids Small Grant Program is dedicated to supporting educational initiatives around the world. 
They accept submissions directly from organizations and from individuals on behalf of charities they rec-
ommend. Grants typically range from $500-$2,000 
 
EcoTech Grants 
The Captain Planet Foundation is awarding 17 grants of $2,500 each to schools or non-profit organizations 
for the purpose of engaging children in inquiry-based projects in STEM. Apply by March 15, 2016. 
 
Braitmayer Foundation Grant 
Funds a broad range of K-12 education programs, with particular interest in curricular and school reform 
initiatives and professional development opportunities for teachers. Grants up to $35,000. Apply by March 
15, 2016. 
 
Ezra Jack Keats Mini-Grants 
The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation is accepting applications from public schools and public libraries for $500 
mini-grants to fund projects that foster creative expression, working together and interaction with a diverse 
community. Applications due March 31, 2016. 
 
Action for Healthy Kids Game On Grant 
Grants ranging from $500 to $2,500 will be awarded to around 500 schools to support physical activity and 
nutrition initiatives. Apply by April 1, 2016. 
 
ECO Classroom Teacher Workshop in Costa Rica 
Teams of middle and high school life science teachers are invited to apply for this two-week field experi-
ence at the La Selva Biological Station in Costa Rica. Apply by April 8, 2016. 
 
Dorothy Stout Professional Development Grants 
Grants of $750 are awarded to K-12 teachers to support participation in Earth science classes or work-
shops. Apply by April 15, 2016. 
 
U.S. Stockholm Junior Water Prize  
for students in grade 9-12, $10,000. Deadline April 15, 2016 
 
Young Scientist Challenge f 
for students in grade 5-8, $25,000. Deadline April 20, 2016  
 
The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) 
These awards are the nation's highest honors for K-12 teachers of mathematics and science. Since 1983, 
more than 4,400 teachers have been recognized for their contributions in the classroom and to their profes-
sion.  The deadline for nominations is April 1, 2016 and the deadline for applications is May 1, 2016.  

 

National Competitions & Contest 
 
BioenergizeME Infographic Challenge 
What is biomass? Where does biomass come from? How are biofuels made? What is bioenergy? High 
school students are invited to participate in this contest from the U.S. Department of Energy to explore 
these questions and learn about how bioenergy affects them. Submissions due March 4, 2016. 
 

Lemelson-MIT InvenTeam Grant Competition 
InvenTeams composed of high school students, teachers and mentors are asked to collaboratively 
identify a problem that they want to solve, research the problem, and then develop a prototype inven-
tion as an in-class or extracurricular project. The maximum grant award is $10,000.  Deadline: March 
7, 2016 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/
http://www.scholastic.com/everykid/
http://www.iisgcp.org/catalog/ed/freshsalt.php
http://www.scienceinvestigator.org/
http://www.scienceinvestigator.org/Animals-and-Ecosystems-of-the-Southwestern-United-States-i-4.html
http://www.firstlegoleague.org/challenge/2015trashtrek
https://www.groworganic.com/school-garden
https://www.groworganic.com/school-garden
http://www.thescienceofsoil.com/contests/3
http://www.kars4kidsgrants.org/
http://captainplanetfoundation.org/ecotech-grants/
http://www.braitmayerfoundation.org/how-to-apply/
http://www.ezra-jack-keats.org/section/ezra-jack-keats-mini-grant-program-for-public-libraries-public-schools/
http://www.actionforhealthykids.org/tools-for-schools/apply-for-grants
http://www.northropgrumman.com/CorporateResponsibility/CorporateCitizenship/Education/ECOClassroom/Pages/default.aspx
http://nagt.org/nagt/awards/stout.html
http://www.wef.org/SJWP/
http://www.youngscientistchallenge.com/rules
https://www.paemst.org/
http://www.energy.gov/eere/bioenergy/infographic-challenge
http://lemelson.mit.edu/inventeams


Trash Talk 

Textbook Recycling Program 
 
This program allows schools to dispose of and recycle 
obsolete soft and hardcover books. Container/bin 
drop off and pick up is coordinated by the Office of 
Sustainability. These containers/bins are specifically 
for Text Book Recycling.  Therefore, schools who 
request a container/bin from Text Book Recycling 

Program must ONLY put outdated text books into these containers/bins.  
 
We suggest you coordinate with your school’s staff a proper location of these 
containers/bins, with signage indicating that these containers/bins are for text 
books only. 
 
Should you have any questions about which materials can be placed in these 
containers/bins or have large quantities, please contact the Office of Sustaina-
bility’s Waste Coordinator, Liz Colon at (718) 610-0350 or 
ecolon@schools.nyc.gov.  
 
With everyone’s participation, I am confident that we can do our part to help 
New York City achieve the sustainability goals set forth in by Mayor de Blasio. 

Contact Us 

 

Office of Sustainability, Division of School Facilities 

Submissions for Newsletter/Spotlights: nhudlin@schools.nyc.gov 

Comments or Subscribe/Unsubscribe to the newsletter: sustainability@schools.nyc.gov 

Website: schools.nyc.gov/sustainability 

 

mailto:ecolon@schools.nyc.gov
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjG8sn29p_LAhXGdj4KHafRC14QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.recycleyourtextbooks.com%2Fabout.htm&bvm=bv.115339255,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNE0r9-x-SYiw7Neh_dTRZ573bIuMQ&ust=14569
mailto:nhudlin@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:sustainability@schools.nyc.gov
schools.nyc.gov/sustainability

