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[START RECORDING] 1 

MS. BEVERLY WILKINS:  Good evening.  This is 2 

a joint public hearing of the Department of 3 

Education, Community Education Council, and the 4 

School Leadership Team, for the proposed co-5 

location of Explore Excel Charter School's fifth 6 

through eighth grades, 84K379, with existing 7 

school I.S. 68 Isaac Bildersee, 18K068, in 8 

Building K068, beginning in 2013-2014.  I am 9 

Community School District 18 Superintendent 10 

Beverly A. Wilkins.  We have asked the District 11 

18 Community Education Council and the School 12 

Leadership Team to participate in this joint 13 

public hearing.  I am joined tonight by 14 

Principal Merve Williams from the SLT, and 15 

Rhonda Joseph, from the CEC, as well as 16 

Elizabeth Genco from SUNY.  This hearing is 17 

being recorded.  The purpose of this hearing is 18 

for you to provide comments about the proposal.  19 

Before I describe the proposal, I want to make 20 

sure you are all aware of the opportunity to 21 

provide your input.  All those who wish to speak 22 

must sign up in the speaker sign-up area located 23 

just outside the auditorium.  The sign-up list 24 

will close in 15 minutes.  Speakers will be 25 
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given the floor in the order that they signed 1 

up.  All comments are limited to two minutes.  2 

There may be elected officials who arrive at 3 

different times throughout the evening.  If they 4 

wish to speak, we will do our best to 5 

accommodate them at the first opportune moment.  6 

Those who are here at the start of the public 7 

comment segment will be asked to speak first.  8 

In addition, we welcome any comments and 9 

feedback you may have at any time before the 10 

Panel votes on December 20 th , 2012.  The December 11 

20 th  Panel meeting will take place at 6:00 p.m. 12 

at the High School of Fashion Industries, 13 

located at 225 West 24 th  St., New York, New York, 14 

10011.  The email address and phone number where 15 

comments may be made are 16 

D18proposals@schools.nyc.gov , and (212) 374-17 

0208.  All comments made at today's hearing and 18 

through the DOE's dedicated phone number and 19 

email address for this proposal will be 20 

discussed in the Analysis of Public Comment that 21 

the DOE will publish on the DOE's website and 22 

provide to the Panel before the Panel votes on 23 

this proposal.  I will present the proposal, and 24 

then we will open up the speaker list.  Proposal 25 
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summary: the DOE is proposing to co-locate the 1 

fifth through eighth grades of an existing 2 

public charter elementary school, Explore Excel 3 

Charter School in Building K068 beginning in the 4 

2013-2014 school year.  Explore Excel currently 5 

serves students in kindergarten through fourth 6 

grade in Building K114.  A "co-location" means 7 

that two or more school organizations are 8 

located in the same building and may share 9 

common spaces like auditoriums, gymnasiums, and 10 

cafeterias.  Explore Excel will serve students 11 

in fifth through eighth grades.  If this 12 

proposal is approved, Explore Excel will be co-13 

located in K068 with existing school I.S. 68 - 14 

Isaac Bildersee, an existing district middle 15 

school that serves sixth through eighth-grade 16 

students, beginning in the 2013-2014 school 17 

year.  I.S. 68 - Isaac Bildersee also has  an 18 

academy structure, which includes: Academy of 19 

Entrepreneurship and Law, Academy of Urban 20 

Planning and Environmental Design, and Academy 21 

of Global, American and Community Connection.  22 

If this proposal is approved, I.S. 68 - Isaac 23 

Bildersee is expected to continue to offer its 24 

academy programming.  If this co-location 25 
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proposal is approved by the Panel for 1 

Educational Policy, Explore Excel's fifth grade 2 

would be sited at K068 starting in 2013-2014.  3 

Explore Excel would serve 54 to 69 students in 4 

fifth grade in 2013-2014, and would add one 5 

grade each year until it serves fifth through 6 

eighth grades at full scale in 2016-2017.  At 7 

that time, Explore Excel would serve 8 

approximately 216 to 276 students.  K068 also 9 

houses two community-based organizations, Beacon 10 

and Church Avenue Merchants Block Association, 11 

CAMBA.  Beacon and CAMBA programs are not 12 

expected to lose any space or reduce the 13 

services offered at K068 as a result of this 14 

proposal and will continue to operate in the 15 

K068 building subject to interest and demand.  16 

According to the 2011-2012 Enrollment Capacity 17 

Utilization Report, K068 has the capacity to 18 

serve a total of 1,481 students.  K068 is 19 

projected serve 898 students in 2012-2013, 20 

yielding a projected utilization rate of 21 

approximately 61%.  This means that the building 22 

is "underutilized" and has space to accommodate 23 

additional students.  If this proposal is 24 

approved, in 2016-2017, once Explore Excel's 25 
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fifth through eighth grades have fully phased 1 

in and the school has reached full scale, 2 

Explore Excel is projected to serve 216 to 276 3 

students.  I.S. 68 - Isaac Bildersee is 4 

projected to serve 885 to 915 sixth through 5 

eighth-grade students.  The proposed co-location 6 

of Explore Excel is not expected to impact the 7 

admissions, enrollment, or educational options 8 

of students currently attending I.S. 68 - Isaac 9 

Bildersee.  Explore Excel is an existing public 10 

charter school that is authorized by its charter 11 

authorizer, the State University of New York 12 

Charter Schools Institute, or SUNY, to serve 13 

grades K through seven.  Although this proposal 14 

has not yet been approved by the Panel for 15 

Educational Policy, SUNY is required to hold a 16 

facilities hearing to receive feedback on the 17 

proposed co-location of Explore Excel with I.S. 18 

68 - Isaac Bildersee.  As such, this joint 19 

public hearing will also serve as the facilities 20 

hearing.  There is a representative from SUNY in 21 

attendance.  If you have any questions or 22 

comments on the charter itself, Liz Genco of 23 

SUNY will now tell you how to submit those 24 

questions and comments. 25 
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MS. ELIZABETH GENCO:  Good evening.  My 1 

name is Elizabeth Genco and I am Program Analyst 2 

at the SUNY Charter Schools Institute.  I'm here 3 

tonight to hold a public hearing on behalf of 4 

the Board of Trustees of the State University of 5 

New York, or SUNY.  SUNY is the authorizer of 6 

the charter school we are discussing today.  7 

That means that SUNY's trustees approved the 8 

application to create the school.  My 9 

organization, the Charter Schools Institute, 10 

will visit the school and report on its progress 11 

to parents.  As the school gets older, we will 12 

also make a recommendation to the SUNY trustees 13 

about whether or not the school has earned the 14 

right to stay open.  Today our focus will be on 15 

where the school will be located.  Education law 16 

requires SUNY to hold a public hearing any time 17 

one of the schools it authorizes might open 18 

within an existing public school building.  I'm 19 

here tonight to listen to your comments about 20 

the proposal to locate grades five to eight of 21 

Explore Excel Charter School in part of Building 22 

K068, beginning in the fall of 2013.  SUNY is 23 

holding this hearing now at the same time that 24 

the DOE is holding its hearing, so that we don't 25 
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have to ask parents and community members to 1 

attend two different hearings on the same 2 

subject.  We want to be sure that we have the 3 

opportunity to hear from as many parents, 4 

teachers, school leaders, and members of the 5 

community as we can.  I do want to note that 6 

SUNY has to make its own decision regarding 7 

using the proposed space.  I will be taking 8 

notes on the comments made - -.  In addition, 9 

you can give me any written comments that you 10 

may have with you.  You can email comments to 11 

charters@suny.edu .  You can mail comments to 41 12 

State St., Suite 700, Albany, New York, 12207, 13 

or fax comments to (518) 427-6510.  I have extra 14 

copies of our notices with me this evening that 15 

include all of our contact information.  SUNY 16 

will accept comments through December 28 th , 2012.  17 

We set this deadline for five days after the 18 

meeting of the Panel for Educational Policy 19 

where this co-location will be discussed.  That 20 

way if there is any information that you get 21 

that is part of the conversation at the PEP 22 

meeting that you'd like to share with us, you 23 

will have time to do so.  SUNY will make a 24 

decision on this co-location after the close of 25 
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the comments period.  In advance I'd to thank 1 

you for your comments tonight, and we appreciate 2 

your taking this time. 3 

MS. WILKINS:  Thank you, Ms. Genco.  The 4 

next presenter will be Principal Merve Williams. 5 

MR. MERVE WILLIAMS:  Good evening, everyone.  6 

My name is Merve Williams from I.S. 68, and my 7 

goal as principal is to offer the highest 8 

quality education that we possibly can.  So any 9 

organization that is going to - - this campus, 10 

any organization that - - the proposed co-11 

location - - some concerns and questions.  - -.  12 

My first concern is that the student selection 13 

process of the proposed charter because if - - 14 

for each school - -.  We offer services to a 15 

wide range of students, students who have 16 

special needs, students who are English-language 17 

learners, - -.  And the only way for this 18 

partnership to work, and work well, and be 19 

successful is if the proposed school offers 20 

services - -.  - - situation where only one - -.  21 

So that has been a concern of mine and a concern 22 

of many parents and a concern of the staff, so - 23 

- partnership - - opportunity of the selection 24 

process - -.  - - process can ensure that - - we 25 
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want to it work well for both schools and both 1 

students.  We need to make sure that - -.  And - 2 

- then I believe we can - - partnership.  But - 3 

- so there's no disparity.  My second concern is 4 

the discharge of possible students.  It is my 5 

understanding that the charter has the ability 6 

to release students at any given time, from the 7 

school.  And that concerns us - - existing 8 

community school because if a student is 9 

discharged from a charter school - -.  And we 10 

take that student - - community school, and now 11 

we are, although we have the ability or the time 12 

to support that student, we are now - -.  - - 13 

and then that's how - - at 68, and that's how we 14 

perform well.  - -, although we have not had - -15 

.  So that's a big concern of mine, because - - 16 

keep mentioning that, you know, it is possible 17 

that a child who does not fit in the mold, or 18 

fit in the - -.  Either way, we're a community 19 

school, so we will take that student - -.  But I 20 

just think it's only fair that we have - - local 21 

schools - -.  I think there needs to be - - at 22 

68, 'cause that will also cause an unfair 23 

situation - -.  And so that's my second concern.  24 

My third - - is that with this process - - 25 
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first, and looking at - - because we are 1 

structured in a certain way we have to - -.  And 2 

I understand that the goal of this process is to 3 

have the least impact on the existing school.  4 

So I really want to urge the - - to take - -, 5 

and also - - I.S. 68.  And work with us, because 6 

we do want to continue to maintain what we have 7 

in place for our - -.  - - and again, as I said, 8 

if this - - does go forward, we can have 9 

productive - - communication that is open and 10 

honest.  And I would hope that - -. 11 

MS. WILKINS:  Thank you, Mr. Williams.  The 12 

next speaker will be Mr. Jeff Michel from the 13 

School Leadership Team.  The next speaker will 14 

be Reginald Simeon?  Did I - - your last name?  15 

Reginald Simeon - -.  Reginald Simeon from the 16 

SLT.   17 

MR. REGINALD SIMEON:  - - here. 18 

MS. WILKINS:  You may start - -. 19 

[crosstalk] 20 

MR. SIMEON:  Well, good evening everyone.  21 

I'm - - to talk tonight - - parents.  I want to 22 

give - - opportunity to the parents to - -.  - - 23 

express myself.  First of all, this initiative, 24 

I believe, and I can see - - I.S. 68, I can see 25 
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that we have - -.  This initiative is going to 1 

have major impact on every possible front, on 2 

every possible way that - - think about.  In 3 

terms of safety, we are very concerned about 4 

that issue of safety, because - - interactions 5 

between our kids - - students with those of the 6 

incoming charter school.  So that's a big 7 

concern for us here.  We know that could be a 8 

problem because our kids - -, but there will be 9 

interaction nonetheless which will have 10 

definitely have an impact.  Secondly, in terms 11 

of perception of I.S. 68, it is going to hurt 12 

the perception of our school.  Because most 13 

people - - believe, think that - - charter 14 

school, they think - - charter - - is the school 15 

to - -.  This is the best - -.  This is going to 16 

be a wonderful school.  It's like a private 17 

school without paying cash.  And - - perception 18 

is - -, because if we have a charter school in 19 

there, why can't we - - the charter school, 20 

which would have a negative impact - - next year 21 

at I.S. 68.  Third, that perception we know - - 22 

research, is a very false and negative 23 

perception because of the fact - - charter 24 

school - - it is going to be more successful 25 
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than a public school.  But the only way people 1 

are going to know is if they do research, 2 

because according to research, charter schools 3 

are not doing any better than public schools.  4 

We have - -.  Charter schools, according to 5 

research, are not doing any better in terms of 6 

students or progress, in terms of - - scores, in 7 

terms of the scores - -.  They're not doing any 8 

better than New York City Public Schools in 9 

general.  So this - - was created for parental 10 

choice.  They wanted to give a choice to 11 

parents.  We think that - - over New York City 12 

Public Schools.  Why do you guys say that our 13 

numbers are decreasing every year, instead of 14 

increasing every year for - -?  Yes, I - -, and 15 

I know every year for the past six, seven years, 16 

our numbers of student enrollment has been going 17 

down the drain, from 1,000 to - -.  Two years it 18 

was - -.  Last year it was 973, and this year 19 

about, close to 900.  This is because of 20 

perceptions of the schools - - other schools.  21 

Moreover, charter schools do not provide all the 22 

services that New York City Public Schools 23 

provide to students that are really in need.  24 

They do - - their schools.  When I think about 25 
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I.S. 68 and all the public schools, because of 1 

all the - - that we have, we have to receive all 2 

kinds of students, special ed or not, 3 

handicapped or not, performing well or not.  As 4 

long as the child enters the building, we have 5 

to service that child.  We cannot - - anymore.  6 

But charter schools do not do that.  They have a 7 

selection process.  And the selection process - 8 

- selecting is that - -.  They're all selecting 9 

kids who come to their schools thinking that 10 

those are the best kids that will - -.  But 11 

seven, eight - - later, they realize, listen, 12 

New York City Public Schools, even though we are 13 

servicing - -.  So - - because of space, I think 14 

it is a selfish idea because of the fact that 15 

Bildersee has a vision.  Bildersee has a vision.  16 

And we - - the vision right now.  We see - -, in 17 

terms of - -, in terms of all the teachers of - 18 

-.  We - - this year, and we will reach - -.  19 

But unfortunately, the three academies - - 20 

community will - - the incoming charter school.  21 

- - they will be very concerned about the 22 

incoming charter school because listen, we - -.  23 

And I'm hoping that - - partnership - - I.S. 68. 24 

MS. WILKINS:  Thank you.  We are now 25 
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concluding the formal presentation.  We will 1 

now open the floor to public comments.  Speakers 2 

will be given the floor in the order that they 3 

have signed up.  All comments are limited to two 4 

minutes.  The first five names on the list are… 5 

Dana Bogle.  Please come forward. 6 

MS. DANA BOGLE:  Good evening, everyone.  My 7 

name is Dana Bogle, - -.  I am the Interim 8 

Principal at Excel Charter School.  I am very 9 

excited to have this opportunity to speak today, 10 

to talk - - you have - - I.S. 68.  Excel Charter 11 

School - - is not a - - school.  It is - -.  And 12 

all charter schools are co-located in - -.  - - 13 

school is to provide the scholars with academic 14 

- - skills that they need to be successful in a 15 

college preparatory high school.  So our goal is 16 

- - college, and they can compete with the other 17 

schools in - - that have - -.  So I believe that 18 

I.S. 68 is serving - -.  So in that, I - - feel 19 

confident that our - - will be successful - -.  20 

When you think about Excel Charter School, - -.  21 

This is to address some of the concerns that you 22 

stated.  We actually have a lottery system, so 23 

we do not select - - lottery system - -.  And 24 

that's how - -.  We have - -.  So we serve all 25 
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students.  We do not - -.  And - - retain all 1 

the scholars that you have - -.  So we have a 2 

very strong - -.  So - - all students - - are 3 

successful - -.  But I think - - successful 4 

partnership - -.   5 

MS. WILKINS:  Thank you.  At this time, I 6 

would like the open the floor to those of you in 7 

the audience - - to make comments.  Please step 8 

to the podium.  Seeing there are none, the 9 

speaker list is now exhausted.  There is one?  10 

The speaker list is now exhausted.  Any time 11 

that a student raises his hand, I automatically 12 

- -.  I saw his hand go up.  We have heard many 13 

significant comments this evening.  We 14 

appreciate your feedback and contributions to 15 

this hearing.  The information will be shared 16 

with the Panel on Educational Policy, which will 17 

have its hearing on December 20 th , 2012, at 6:00 18 

p.m., at the High School of Fashion Industries, 19 

225 West 24 th  St., New York, New York, 10011, to 20 

vote on this proposal.  The email address and 21 

phone number where comments may be made are 22 

D18proposals@schools.nyc.gov , and (212) 374-23 

0208.  Thank you for your participation.  This 24 

joint public hearing is now closed.              25 
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best of my ability. 4 

 5 

Signature   6 

Date December 10, 2012 7 

  8 

  9 

  10 

  11 

  12 

  13 

  14 

  15 

  16 

  17 

  18 

  19 

  20 

  21 

  22 

  23 

  24 

 25 


