

               Unit Outline – Grade 4 Literacy              


Introduction: This unit outline provides an example of how to integrate performance tasks into a unit. Teachers may (a) use this unit outline as it is described below; (b) integrate parts of it into a currently existing curriculum unit; or (c) use it as a model or checklist for a currently existing unit on a different topic.

	Grade 4 Literacy: Human Impact on Environment

	Unit Topic and Length: 
· This unit uses the topic of human impact on environment as a means to teach students how to analyze and navigate informational texts.  They will write an essay demonstrating their mastery of the content and their ability to make inferences within a specific text.  Suggested unit length 2-3 weeks.

	
Common Core Learning Standards:

· RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RI.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and  sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because).
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.

· SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.


	
Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings:
· Humans have an impact on the environment in which they live.
· Writers can teach us about the world through informational text.
· Readers use strategies to effectively extract information from text 
	
Essential Questions: 
· How can humans keep the earth healthy?
· How do good writers share meaningful information about the world?
· What do good readers do to comprehend informational text?


	Content:
Informational Text
· Main Idea
· Drawing Conclusions
· Relevant Information
· Listening comprehension
______________________________________________

Expository / Informational Essay 
· Informational Text Structure
· Reading Response
· Transition Words
· Text Evidence

Written conventions of English 
· ​Complete sentences
· subject-verb agreement
· punctuation and capitalization
· verb tense
· personal spelling list 
_______________________________________________

Human Impact on Environment
· ​Role of conservation 
· Career and jobs in field of conservation; Organizations and government agencies 
· Effect of individual choices that human beings make on the environment
· John Muir and his contributions



	Skills: 
· Examine a topic by reading informative / explanatory texts.
· Determine main idea of a text.
· Draw conclusions from informational text.
· Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information
· Listen to and comprehend informational text.
_______________________________________________

· Write in an informational text structure.
· Read and respond to informational texts
· Plan and Organize an informational essay, using transition words
· Develop the topic with supporting details and evidence
· Write to a particular audience.
· Provide evidence from texts to support explanations.
_______________________________________________

· Describe the conservationist’s role in protecting the Earth.
· Analyze the impact of organizations and government on environment
· Explain how the footprints people leave have an effect on the way we live.
· Analyze the impact of John Muir's legacy on the environment.  

	Key Terms/Vocabulary:
· Transition, conclusion, convention, relevant, irrelevant, explanatory, conservation, environment, biosphere, preservation, agency, not-for-profit, legacy 

	Assessment evidence and activities:
Formative Assessment: 
In order to assess students’ ability to use text information and examples, students must complete the following task: 

Everyday people leave footprints on earth. Using the texts we have read explain how these footprints can have an effect on the way we live? Use evidence from the unit texts that most strongly support your explanation. Your response should be written for an audience that is familiar with the texts and follows the conventions of standard English, including capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 

Answer the questions below to plan your writing. Your answers will be collected but not graded.

1. What do you have to read and write to complete this task? In other words, what is the task asking you to do?
2. What are the components or parts of the task?
3. What will you do first, second, third, etc.?

After you’ve written your essay, please answer these questions. These answers will be collected but not graded.

1. What did you do to complete the assessment task? List any steps you took to complete the task.
2. What did you find easy about this task?
3. What did you find difficult about this task?

	Final Performance Task: 

This task assesses students’ ability to draw conclusions from informational text. Students must be able to independently navigate complex texts in order to build their understanding of the content and task. They must be able to determine the main idea of a text and distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information in order to draw logical conclusions and convey the ideas clearly in writing . See the John Muir task for full details. 



	Extension Assessment:
There are concerns about the future of the planet that focus on specific issues and problems such as water scarcity, climate change, global warming, and population growth. In order to address these concerns, people form organizations or work through agencies in their governments to address the problems. In this task learners will be asked to investigate an issue and identify a corresponding group that is attempting to "keep the earth healthy". Students will display their work using a web 2.0 application "Museum Box" to share their findings. 


Students in groups of 3 or 4 will create a MUSEUM BOX (using the web 2.0 application in the link). The box will include images, student writing, video clips that:
1) analyze the impact of human beings on the environment related to one specific issue (i.e., population growth, water scarcity, greenhouse effect); and,
2) describe the mission and work of an organization or agency trying to address the specific issue; and,
3) engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions in groups; focused on both building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
Students can draw from the web sources listed including but not limited to: National Geographic Earthpulse and Facing the Future as resources. 


	Learning Plan & Activities: 
Close Reading
1. As part of this unit, you may want to choose a text (for example “Rainforests at Risk”) to work with instructionally prior to the final task.  To help students access complex text, spend time doing a close read of the text selected with the class. While working with the text: 
1. Pose questions that point students to key or difficult sections of text and coach students to use text based strategies to deal with complexity (Best done after students have the opportunity to read the text independently)
1. Read difficult portions of the text aloud, as students follow along.
1. Provide multiple opportunities to read the same texts
1. Work with academic vocabulary in the form of both direct instruction and instruction to develop students’ ability to determine meaning from the text
1. Guide use of text structure (headings and subheadings, transitions)

Graphic Organizers: What is Conservation?
R-A.N (reading to analyze non fictional text) is an instructional activity for assisting students in developing a framework and actively engaging students in constructing meaning from the text.  The basic instructional activity consists of 5 parts.  
· First, readers identify What they think they know about a topic.  
· Second, the readers participate in an activity that provides them with understanding.  The teacher reads a selection to students related to the topic of study other than the required text.  
· Next, the students revisit the chart and determine if their idea was Confirmed or a Misconception based on the new knowledge.  
· Then students will complete the part on New Knowledge and 
· Lastly they will complete the part on Wonderings.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
BIG FOX- How to Pre-read Non-fiction
Bold- List any words or phrases that are in bold print.
Italics- List any words or phrases that are in italics.
Graphics- Describe any graphics.(photos, drawings, graphs, charts, maps, tables, etc.)
Facts- List at least 5 facts found in the article.
Opinions- List any opinions found in the article.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
X marks the spot- or at least the main point.  In 2-3 sentences, write the main point of the article. (hint- read the topic sentence of each paragraph.)
Web:  Identify the main idea and at least 4 supporting details 
T-chart:  
	Quote
	Meaning

	
	



Turn, Talk, and Write Discussions: How do we interact with the text and each other in terms of interpreting the text and using knowledge of text structure to find it?
With a partner, complete the following questions after you read:
1. How does this article begin and why do you think that the author chose to begin the article this way?
2. Why is having the illustration of the quarter so important to the meaning of this article?
3. Why do you think John Muir wrote a letter to the president?

Reflection: How is this nonfiction text organized?  List features that you noticed (e.g., Headings).  What are the features of this article that helped you in understanding the article and answering the questions?

	Resources: 
Texts Used(fiction, non-fiction, on-line, media, etc...)
· Geisel, Theodor Suess. The Lorax. New York: Random House, 1971.
· “John Muir: The Conservationist on the Quarter” by Liana Mahoney from Super Teacher Worksheets website, copyright© 2005 by Super Teacher Worksheets. 
· “Rainforests at Risk” by Vickie An from Time for Kids website.  http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/teachers/ns/article/0,27972,2065695,00.html
Websites and Web-tools used
· Museum Box http://museumbox.e2bn.org/
· National Geographic EARTHPULSE http://www.nationalgeographic.com/earthpulse/
· Facing the Future  http://www.facingthefuture.org
· http://www.epa.gov/kids/
· http://www.history.com/topics/earth-day
· http://www.myvocabulary.com/
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