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is an important literacy initiative 
of the NYC Department of 

Education, Division of Teaching 
& Learning/Curriculum, 

 Instruction and Professional 
Learning, to encourage and 

nurture a city of readers. 
The initiative is supported by 

collections of high-interest 
reading lists for students 

in Grades PK–12 that include 
nonfiction, graphic novels, 

fantasy, humor, nonstop 
action, poignant realism, 

and much more!
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• Behold the Beautiful Dung Beetle 
by Cheryl Bardoe

• Double Dog Dare by Lisa Graff

• Fortunately, the Milk by Neil Gaiman

• Little Melba and Her Big Trombone
by Katheryn Russell-Brown

• Look Up! Bird – Watching in Your Own
Backyard by Annette LeBlanc Cate

• Loot: How to Steal a Fortune by Jude Watson

• Malala, a Brave Girl from Pakistan/Iqbal, 
a Brave Boy from Pakistan by Jeanette Winter

• Mr. Ferris and His Wheel 
by Kathryn Gibbs Davis

• Nuts to You by Lynne Rae Perkins

• Ophelia and the Marvelous Boy by Karen Foxlee

• Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote: 
A Migrant’s Tale by Duncan Tonatiuh

• Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin

• Stardines Swim High Across the Sky 
and Other Poems by Jack Prelutsky

• The Adventures of Beanboy 
by Lisa Harkrader

• The Beatles Were Fab (and They Were 
Funny) by Kathleen Krull, Paul Brewer

• When the Beat Was Born:  DJ Kool Herc 
and the Creation of Hip Hop 
by Laban Carrick Hill

• Words Set Me Free:  The Story of Young 
Frederick Douglass by Lesa Cline-Ransome

 SERIES
• Alvin Ho by Lenore Look

• Sasquatch and Aliens by Charise Mericle 
Harper

• STAT: Standing Tall and Talented  
by Amar’e Stoudemire
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