Facilitation Guide

      
Activity: Exploring the Math Guidance Documents (75 minutes)
Outcome:
Participants will understand and be able to explain what information the math guidance documents provide and how these documents can be used by elementary and/or middle schools to meet the 2012-13 citywide instructional expectations related to math content and scope and sequence.

Guiding Questions:
What information do the math guidance documents provide?
How can our school use these documents to meet the 2012-13 citywide instructional expectations related to math content and scope and sequence?  

Materials:
Facilitator scripts
Intro to Math Guidance slides, as handouts
Overview of Scope and Sequence Guidance
Sample math guidance documents
· Core Curriculum Alignment Guidance Grade 3
· Scope and Sequence Sample Grade 5
· Mathematics Overview Grade 8
(Note: Schools may choose to download and print the grade-specific documents most relevant to their populations, so that teachers can look at the guidance for their specific grade levels.)
	
Facilitation Notes:
1. Introduction. (10 minutes). Facilitator introduces concept of content emphases and provides a brief orientation to “major work of the grade” and its relationship to the citywide instructional expectations.  Facilitator may distribute PowerPoint slides as handouts as s/he reads page 1 of the facilitation script aloud.

2. Introduce and review guidance documents. (45 minutes). 
(Note: Schools with elementary grades only should review the Core Curriculum Alignment Guidance (K-5) and Scope and Sequence Sample (K-8) guidance documents. Schools with middle grades only should review the Scope and Sequence Sample (K-8) and Mathematics Overview (6-8) guidance documents. Schools with both elementary and middle grades should review all three guidance documents.)

Facilitator points participants to the Overview document as asks them to read the first support option. Facilitator then reads the first description from the script (p. 2) aloud and asks participants to review the document and then discuss these questions with colleagues: 

· What information does the guidance document provide?
· What is missing?
· How might teacher teams use this document?
· What support might teacher teams need in order to make use of this guidance?

	Facilitator repeats process with other description(s).

3. Reflection. (20 minutes). Participants take a few minutes to reflect upon the guidance documents and their discussions regarding what they contain and how they might be used. Then, in partners, participants consider the context of their school/grade team/math department and come up with a recommendation for how to utilize the guidance document(s) for 2012-13 planning.

	Pairs share their ideas, and if appropriate, facilitator guides group to consensus regarding the path it might take for 2012-13 planning.
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