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CCSS Literacy: Module 1 
Introduction to Text Complexity


OBJECTIVE: 
This module is designed to introduce the concept of text complexity to a school-based team who are beginning the work of understanding text complexity as defined in the NYS Common Core Learning Standards. The materials included within this module will help educators understand the terminology associated with text complexity, and familiarize themselves with tools that will help them to evaluate the complexity of texts used for instruction. 


TIME: 45-60 minute session


GUIDING QUESTIONS:
· What is Text Complexity?
· What implications might the concept of text complexity have for curriculum mapping and instruction?

MATERIALS: 
· “Introduction to Text Complexity” (video)
· “Beginner’s Guide to Text Complexity” (pdf) – provide a copy for each participant
· Qualitative Text Complexity Rubrics (pdf)
· Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards (pdf)
· Laptops with Internet access and a projector to view the video and access online readability tools. 
· Chart paper, white board, or smart board to record and display participant responses


CCSS CONNECTIONS: 
Text complexity is at the core of the Common Core State Standards. When educators understand how complex a text is and why, they are better prepared to choose texts that are most appropriate for their readers and the task they are asking students to complete.  Understanding text complexity also helps teachers plan instructional supports that develop students’ abilities to independently access increasingly complex texts. 


NEXT STEPS:
Please note: this is the first module in developing a deep understanding of text complexity. The next module in this series will support educators in using tools to determine the complexity of the texts they use for instruction.  





CCSS Literacy: Module 1


INQUIRY CYCLE ENTRY POINT:

	Where does this module fit within the inquiry cycle?

	 (
Examine student work/data
) (
Revise and repeat inquiry cycle
)
 (
Engage external resources
) (
Take action: Implement instructional strategy
) (
Define instructional strategy and set goals
) (
Examine teacher work
(
classroom
 visits)
) (
Instructional Inquiry Cycle
) (
Monitor student progress with common assessments
)





















Please note: this is a suggested entry point, but educators can use this tool at any point of the inquiry cycle, or as a standalone professional learning opportunity outside of inquiry.

SUGGESTED AGENDA


1. Welcome and set the context for this PD Session (5 min)	
						
2. Play the “Intro to Text Complexity” video (5 min)

3. Give participants time to share out their observations and questions. You may want to chart responses. (10 min)																	
4. As a group take a few moments to skim pages 1-4 of the “Beginner’s Guide to Text Complexity.” This will provide participants an opportunity to review the information in the video. (5 min)									 			
5. Divide the remaining pages of the “Beginner’s Guide to Text Complexity” among participants, with each participant (or pair) reading one of the following parts. Let participants know that after reading their section they will share what they learned with the group (10 min):
a. “Quantitative Measures” (pp. 5, 11-12)
b. “Qualitative Factors” (pp. 6, 7, 8) and Rubrics
c. “Reader and Task” (pp. 9 -10)

6. Have participants (or pairs) share their observations, questions, and possible implications with the group, by pointing their colleagues to specific places in their assigned section of the guide or referring to the video. Chart the responses and references on chart paper. (10 min)

	Section
	Observations
	Questions
	Possible Implications

	Quantitative
	
	
	

	Qualitative
	
	
	

	Reader and Task
	
	
	



			            							
7. Ask participants to explain how they think the school addresses the three areas of text complexity and gaps the school might need to address. (10 min)

8. Determine Next Steps: Decide which texts teachers will bring to the next session, during which time they will deepen their capacity to evaluate the complexity of texts. This will need to be determined by the school team, since each team varies in their readiness level. (10 min)




PREPARATION FOR FACILITATORS (prior to the meeting):
1. Review the “Intro to Text Complexity” video.  As you know your colleagues best, think about how to best introduce the concept and the conversation structures needed, so you can facilitate a deep conversation around text complexity and how it could support learning and instruction in your school.

2. Review the “Beginner’s Guide to Text Complexity” and think about how you will divide the sections of the guide among the group. 

3. Secure materials other materials such as chart paper, white board, or smart board to record responses and the laptop and computer to show the video.

4. Remember to assure participants that there are resources to support them on the Common Core Library, including: Appendix A, research articles on literacy, videos, and Common Core-aligned performance tasks with instructional supports, including annotated texts.

Additional Readings:

   Common Core State Standards, Appendix A
   “A Discussion of Increasing Text Complexity” by Karin Hess
 

SUGGESTED NEXT STEPS: Following this meeting, ask teachers to collect a set of texts they use for instruction or assessment to bring to the next meeting for analysis. Encourage teachers to read the additional readings
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