
 

 
Proposed Opening and Co-Location of 30Q300: Information for Citywide G&T 
Families 
 

Overview 
 
On May 3, 2013, the DOE issued a proposal to open a new Citywide Gifted and Talented K-8 School 
(30Q300) beginning in the 2014-2015 school year.  If the proposal is approved, 30Q300 will serve 
students in kindergarten, first, and sixth grade beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, and will grow by 
one elementary and one middle school grade per year over a span of five years.  All currently enrolled 
students in the Citywide Gifted and Talented (G&T) program at P.S. 85 will have the opportunity to 
continue their education at P.S. 85 through fifth grade.  Beginning in 2014-2015, incoming kindergarten 
and first grade students eligible to apply for Citywide G&T programs may apply for placement in 
30Q300.  Students graduating from the Citywide G&T program at P.S. 85 may articulate to 30Q300 for 
sixth grade beginning in 2014-2015, and any remaining sixth-grade seats at 30Q300 will be filled based 
on students’ scores on the New York State Examinations in English Language Arts and Mathematics. 
 

Enrollment Options for Students Currently Attending the Citywide G&T Program at P.S. 85 
 
Students in Kindergarten – Grade 3: 

 Kindergarten through third-grade students at P.S. 85’s Citywide G&T program will be able to 
remain enrolled in P.S. 85’s Citywide G&T program through fifth grade and may articulate to 
30Q300 for sixth grade. 

 Current students in Citywide G&T programs including those attending P.S. 85’s Citywide G&T 
program are not eligible to test for an alternative placement in 30Q300 or in other G&T 
programs. Families of students seeking to transfer based on hardship should file a Placement 
Exception Request. Approval of transfer requests is not guaranteed. 

 
Students in Grade 4: 

 In the 2013-2014 school year, current fourth-grade students in P.S. 85’s G&T program will 
articulate to fifth grade at P.S. 85’s Citywide G&T program.  In the 2014-2015 school year, 
current fourth-grade students attending the Citywide G&T program at P.S. 85 may articulate to 
30Q300 for sixth grade after they complete fifth grade at P.S. 85’s Citywide G&T program. 
  

Enrollment Options for New Students 
 
What will be the options for students eligible to apply for placement in Citywide G&T programs? 

 Incoming kindergarten students for the 2014-2015 school year and beyond who are eligible to 
apply for Citywide G&T programs may apply for placement in 30Q300.  Beginning in the 2014-
2015 school year, P.S. 85 will no longer admit new kindergarten students to its Citywide G&T 
program. 

 Incoming first grade students for the 2014-2015 school year who are eligible to apply for 
Citywide G&T programs may apply for placement in 30Q300 or P.S. 85’s Citywide G&T program. 

 As 30Q300 grows, eligible students may apply for placement in an elementary grade served by 
the school through the G&T centralized admissions process. 
 



 

Transferring to Another School 
 
Can my child transfer to another Citywide G&T school? 
Students attending Citywide G&T programs are not eligible to test 
for an alternative placement.  Families of current G&T students seeking to transfer should file a 
Placement Exception Request (described further in the latest G&T Program Handbook: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/079CDC33-42A6-4D3F-A668-
66317F7D1CAD/0/201213GTHandbookYOB2008_021513.pdf). 
 

30Q300 Phase-In Plan 
 
What is the phase-in plan for the new school and the phase-out plan for the Citywide G&T program at 
P.S. 85? 
30Q300 will serve students in kindergarten, first, and sixth grade beginning in the 2014-2015 school 
year, and will grow by one elementary and one middle school grade per year over a span of five years. 
The gradual nature of this phase in helps ensure that a new school can develop its culture while building 
the capacity of its teaching staff over time.  Additionally, students have the right to remain where they 
are currently enrolled, and this proposal ensures that 30Q300 and P.S. 85 have predictable and 
consistent enrollment and thus can plan most effectively for the upcoming school years (e.g. budget, 
staffing, space). 
 
30Q300 will be co-located with P.S. 17 in Q017 and I.S. 126 in Q126.  A “co-location” means that two or 
more school organizations are located in the same building and may share common spaces like 
auditoriums, gymnasiums, and cafeterias.  In this proposal, as in other situations where schools are co-
located, the co-located schools would need to share large common and specialty rooms in the buildings, 
such as the cafeteria, the gymnasium, the auditorium, and the library.  Specific decisions regarding the 
allocation of the shared spaces will be made by the Building Council, consisting of principals from all co-
located schools, in conjunction with the DOE’s Office of Space Planning. 
 
For the 2014-2015 school year only, 30Q300 will offer sixth grade in the Q017 building.  In the 2015-
2016 school year, 30Q300’s sixth grade will be re-sited to the Q126 building.  By the 2018-2019 school 
year, 30Q300 will serve students in fifth through eighth grade in the Q126 building.  
 
The phase-in plan for 30Q300 in Q017 and Q126, and phase-out plan for the Citywide G&T program at 
P.S. 85 is outlined in the following chart: 
 

Year 
P.S. 85 STEM 
grades served 

30Q300 grades 
served in Q017 

30Q300 grades 
served in Q126 

2013-2014 K-5 n/a n/a 

2014-2015 1*-5 K, 1*, 6 n/a 

2015-2016 2-5 K-2 6-7 

2016-2017 3-5 K-3 6-8 

2017-2018 4-5 K-4 6-8 

2018-2019 5 K-4 5-8 

2019-2020 n/a K-4 5-8 
*Both P.S. 85 and 30Q300 will serve first-grade students in their Citywide G&T programs in the 2014-2015 school year, and 
both schools will continue to serve students in this 2014-2015 Citywide G&T first-grade cohort until the classes merge for sixth-
grade in the 2019-2020 school year. 

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/079CDC33-42A6-4D3F-A668-66317F7D1CAD/0/201213GTHandbookYOB2008_021513.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/079CDC33-42A6-4D3F-A668-66317F7D1CAD/0/201213GTHandbookYOB2008_021513.pdf


 

Why is the new school opening in Q017 and re-siting grade six to Q126 in 2015-2016? 
In its first year, 30Q300 will serve 135-165 kindergarten-, first- and sixth-grade students.  Schools 
operating between two sites need adequate funding to support staff over both sites, and a new school 
needs the resources to grow and develop its programming.  For both programmatic and budgetary 
reasons, 30Q300 will open in one building for its first year only.  Sixth-grade students enrolled in 30Q300 
in the 2014-2015 school year will be served in Q017 with grades K and 1 of 30Q300, and will transition 
with their peers as the school grows to serve fifth through eighth grade in Q126. 
 

30Q300 Admissions 
 
How many students will the new school serve? 
The new school will serve approximately 45-55 students per grade (two class sections per grade).  At 
scale the proposed new school will serve approximately 405-495 students in kindergarten through 
eighth grade. 
 
How will the new school admit new students? 
If this proposal is approved, 30Q300 will admit students through the G&T centralized testing and 
admissions process.  Students scoring at or above the 97th percentile are eligible to apply for placement 
in Citywide G&T programs.  Students currently attending the Citywide G&T program at P.S. 85 may 
articulate to 30Q300 for sixth grade.  When 30Q300 is at full scale in 2018-2019, fifth-grade students at 
30Q300 may continue at 30Q300 for sixth grade.  Any available sixth-grade seats will be filled based on 
students’ scores on the New York State Examinations in English Language Arts and Mathematics. 
 

Administration 
 
Which administration will oversee my child's Citywide G&T program in Queens? 

The administration of P.S. 85 will oversee students enrolled in the Citywide G&T program at P.S. 85; the 
administration of 30Q300 will oversee students enrolled in 30Q300.  Both administrations will 
collaborate to ensure a smooth transition from one school to another. 

30Q300 will be co-located with P.S. 17 in Q017 and I.S. 126 in Q126.  The administration of P.S. 17 will 
oversee students enrolled in P.S. 17 and the administration of I.S. 126 will oversee students enrolled in 
I.S. 126. 

What is the timeline for selecting the new leader for 30Q300? 
The Office of New Schools is currently vetting applicants in the first of two rounds of the leader 
recruiting and assessment process for 2014 new schools.  Leaders will be identified in the summer or fall 
and one or more potential leaders will be introduced to the community at that time. 



 

Questions? 
 
The proposal to open and co-locate 30Q300 can be found on the DOE Web site at 
http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/June2013Proposals.htm. The 
Panel for Educational Policy will consider and vote on this proposal on June 19th, 2013 at 6:00pm at The 
Michael J. Petrides School, 715 Ocean Terrace, Staten Island, NY 10301.  
 
The DOE is seeking your feedback on this proposal.  Questions and comments should be submitted by 
June 18th for consideration by the Panel for Educational Policy prior to the vote on this proposal and can 
be directed at any time to Jillian Roland at the Office of Portfolio Management by phone or via email.  
Written comments can be sent to: D30Proposals@schools.nyc.gov 
Oral comments can be left at: 212-374-7621 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/June2013Proposals.htm
mailto:D30Proposals@schools.nyc.gov

