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Summary of Proposed Regulation 

 

Chancellor’s Regulation D-150 governing the eligibility requirements and the nomination 

and selection procedures for members of the Citywide Council on Special Education (“CCSE”) 

has been updated in accordance with the 2009 amendments to the Education Law.  Changes 

include: 

 

 There are now two Special Education Councils: The Citywide Council on Special 

Education (CCSE) and the Citywide District 75 Council (D75 Council). 

 

 The regulation now expressly states that the CCSE and the D75 Council must perform all 

duties and responsibilities in accordance with the New York Open Meetings Law.  

 

 The following changes have been made to the eligibility requirements: (1) parents of 

students with an IEP are eligible; (2) members of the Panel for Educational Policy are not 

eligible to serve on the council; and (3) the non-voting student member must be a high 

school student who will be a senior with an IEP during his or her year of service. 

Additionally, Presidents and officers of parents’ associations (“PA”) or parent-teachers’ 

associations (“PTA”) are no longer ineligible to serve on a CCSE. (See page 1, Section 

I.A.). The same eligibility requirements apply to the D75 Council; however, only parents 

of students receiving citywide special education services in a District 75 program are 

eligible to serve on the council and the non-voting student member must be a District 75 

high school senior.  

 

 Selectors of the CCSE have changed: The Presidents’ Council for each community 

school district and borough and for District 75 shall select one parent of a student with an 

IEP from among its members to serve as a selector of CCSE members. In the event that 

there is no parent of a student with an IEP on the Presidents’ Council, the Presidents’ 

Council shall solicit parents of students with an IEP from the district or borough to 

volunteer to serve as a selector. Such Presidents’ Council shall select from among those 

volunteers one parent to serve as a selector of CCSE members. Parents who are 

candidates for the CCSE shall not be eligible to serve as selectors.  



 

 Selectors of the parent members of the D75 Council shall be the three PA/PTA officers 

mandated by Chancellor’s Regulation A-660 from every District 75 school (i.e., 

president, secretary, treasurer).  

 

 Changes have been made to the process for obtaining parent and community input. For 

the CCSE: (1) the Office for Family Engagement and Advocacy (OFEA), in 

collaboration with each Presidents’ Council, will convene a nominees’ forum in each 

borough; and (2) an online advisory vote will be conducted in each community school 

district, borough, and in District 75 in which all parents of students with IEPs may vote. 

(See page2, Section I.D). For the D75 Council: (1) OFEA, in collaboration with the D75 

Presidents’ Council, will convene a nominees’ forum in each borough; and (2) an online 

advisory vote will be open to all District 75 parents.  

 

 Two seats on the CCSE will be reserved for parents of students enrolled in a District 75 

citywide special education program. Changes have been made to the selection process to 

ensure representation of at least two District 75 parents.  

 

 The process for appointing the non-voting student member of each council has changed: 

The Chief Achievement Officer for Students with Disabilities and English Language 

Learners will select one high school senior with an IEP to serve on the CCSE and one 

D75 high school senior to serve on the D75 Council.  

 

 The selection of CCSE members will take place on the second Tuesday in May 2010, 

2011, and every two years thereafter. Once the new CCSE members take office on July 1, 

2010, the current CCSE members shall automatically become members of the D75 

Council. The selection of D75 Council members shall occur on the second Tuesday in 

May 2011, and every two years thereafter, with terms commencing the July 1 following 

selection.  

 

 The process for filling vacancies has been revised. For both the CCSE and the D75 

Council: (1) when there is a vacancy in a position filled by a Public Advocate appointee, 

the Public Advocate shall appoint a member to serve the remainder of the unexpired 

term; and (2) in the case of a student vacancy, the Chief Achievement Officer for 

Students with Disabilities and English Language Learners shall appoint another eligible 

senior.  

 

 The regulation sets forth the powers and duties of the D75 Council.  

 

Summary of Issues Raised and Significant Alternatives Suggested 

 

The public comments received are summarized as follows: (1) Current CCSE members 

should fulfill their elected terms; (2) any vacancies, other than Public Advocate appointee 

positions, should be filled by parents of students with IEPs from a community school district 

school before opening the vacancies up to parents of District 75 students; (3) a separate council 

should be created for District 75 parents; (4) the selectors of the CCSE should be the same 



selectors required in Chancellor’s Regulation D-140; (5) each borough should hold a candidate 

forum; (6) there should be 13 representatives on the council rather than 11, with two parents 

representing each borough; and (7) the terms “senior” and “high school” should not be used in 

reference to the student member of the D75 Council as those terms do not always apply to 

District 75 settings. 

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed 

and Changes Made to the Proposed Regulation 

 

The DOE accepted the recommendation to create a separate citywide council for parents 

of District 75 students and rejected the other suggestions.  Pursuant to the regulation, the current 

CCSE members will automatically become members of the new D75 Council once the newly 

elected CCSE members take office on July 1, 2010. 

 

The DOE did not accept the remaining recommendations proposed and will present the 

Regulation to the Panel for Educational Policy as it is currently posted for several reasons.  First 

and most importantly, the CCSE in its current makeup does not comport with the language in the 

current governance law.  In July 2009, the New York State Education Law was amended to make 

it clear that all parents of students with IEPs are eligible to serve on the CCSE.  New elections 

must be held this spring to ensure that all such parents are represented and that the council is 

constituted in accordance with the statutory intent.  Second, although a new D75 Council has 

been created, two seats on the CCSE have been set-aside for District 75 parents to ensure 

adequate representation of those parents on the council.  Third, because the law mandates that 

the members of the CCSE be selected by parents of students with IEPs, the DOE cannot accept 

the recommendation that the selectors of the CCSE be the same selectors as required in 

Chancellor’s Regulation D-140.  Selectors of the community education councils as mandated by 

the New York Education Law and Chancellor’s Regulation may or may not be parents of 

students with IEPs.  The DOE also cannot accept the recommendation that the CCSE be 

comprised of 13 members with two parents from each borough because the state Education Law 

specifically mandates that the council be composed of nine parents of students with IEPs, two 

individuals appointed by the Public Advocate, and one non-voting student member.  As for the 

candidate forums, the Office for Family Engagement and Advocacy has scheduled the nominees’ 

forums for the CCSE and CCELL to be held in each borough for the same nights.  In order to 

make it easier for parents to participate in the selection process for the citywide councils, it will 

continue to make every effort to schedule each borough’s nominees’ forums on the same night in 

future selection years.  Finally, with respect to the student member of the D75 Council, although 

the regulation states that the student must be a high school senior, it notes that for the purposes of 

the regulation, “a senior is considered to be a student who has approximately 30 high school 

credits.”   This is the language used in previous versions of the regulation and it did not cause 

any problems in appointing a District 75 student to the council. 

 

Since posting the revised regulation on March 2, 2010, one minor change has been made 

to the regulation.  Section II.F.b.i. had said that when ballots for the D75 Council are tallied, 

“[t]he two nominees receiving the highest number of votes will be deemed conditionally 

selected.”  This sections now states that when ballots are tallied, “[t]he nine nominees receiving 

the highest number of votes will be deemed conditionally selected.” 



 

A copy of the regulation can be obtained at: 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/Regulations 

 

 

 


