
 

 
Pre-K for All 2014-15 Evaluation Response Memo 

 
Pre-K for All is New York City’s historic initiative to provide every four-year-old with access to free, full-day, high-
quality pre-kindergarten through a two-year expansion that began in the 2014-15 school year. Before Pre-K for 
All, only 19,287 four-year-olds were enrolled in full-day pre-K in New York City; as of the 2015-16 school year, 
enrollment was 68,647. 
 
The City implemented the rapid, at-scale universal pre-K program within a short two-year timeframe because 
filling the gap in access to full-day pre-K was crucial—four-year-olds eligible to enroll in September 2014 would 
not get another chance to attend pre-K. The City secured funding and quickly began to prepare for the 2014-15 
school year. In the summer of 2014, the NYC Department of Education (DOE) and partner agencies worked 
closely with pre-K providers to ensure they were ready to open their doors on the first day of school. At the 
same time, the City launched an unprecedented grassroots campaign to recruit and enroll families. This included 
establishing an Outreach Team of dedicated pre-K enrollment specialists to call families and canvas local 
communities.  
 
The City’s comprehensive approach was grounded in creating a sustainable, high-quality, full-day pre-K model. 
From its inception, the expansion focused not only on ensuring access but also on investing in pre-K quality. The 
City built a single system of free, full-day, high-quality pre-K and developed a quality infrastructure to support 
long-term sustainability and quality improvements. The DOE’s model provides all pre-K programs with 
differentiated support at the classroom- and program-level that focuses on implementing research-based 
instructional and family engagement practices. Some examples include: free and targeted professional learning 
for leaders, lead teachers, assistant teachers, and paraprofessionals; on-site support for leaders and teachers 
from Instructional Coordinators (ICs) and Social Workers (SWs); and guidance through online tools and other 
resources. 

 
The first year of the expansion marked the beginning of a rigorous two-part research study of this work. The 
DOE, in conjunction with the NYC Center for Economic Opportunity, collaborated with Westat, Metis Associates, 
and Branch Associates, with supplemental support from the New York University’s Institute for Human 
Development and Social Change, to undertake a study to inform future years of program delivery as well as lay 
the foundation for long-term research in the future. The Year 1 evaluation of Pre-K for All included an evaluation 
of the effectiveness of the implementation process and a snapshot of student learning in the first year of the 
Pre-K for All initiative.   
 
This memo summarizes the findings of the Year 1 evaluation of Pre-K for All and concludes by outlining 
accomplishments and improvements made in the 2015-16 school year that address many of the report findings.   
 

Year 1 Evaluation Overview 
 
The analysis conducted over the course of the 2014-15 school year was based on surveys, focus groups, 
interviews, and assessment data from a variety of stakeholders including parents, teachers, principals, site 
directors, DOE staff, and staff from other city agencies. The evaluation covered seven areas of Pre-K for All’s 
implementation and are captured in separate reports:  
 

1. Family perceptions of the program 
2. Family engagement and communication 
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3. Curriculum and instruction 
4. Using data for programmatic and instructional purposes 
5. Expansion rollout 
6. Program supports 
7. Executive functioning and academic skills 

 
Overall, the studies found: 
o 92 percent of surveyed parents rate the quality of their child’s pre-K program as “good” or “excellent” and 

83 percent of surveyed parents report that Pre-K for All improved their child’s learning and behavior “a lot.” 

o Sites offering Pre-K for All report using a variety of family engagement and communication practices. 

o Sites offering Pre-K for All report that they feel supported by the DOE in implementing curriculum. 
o Sites offering Pre-K for All report using a wide variety of data to inform instruction and make programmatic 

decisions. 
o Most providers that applied to offer free, full-day Pre-K for All report that the application process was clear 

and well-supported. 
o Nearly 80 percent and 88 percent of site leaders report that staff recruitment and staff retention, 

respectively, did not pose significant challenges.  
o A majority of site leaders and teachers report using each type of support provided by the DOE (ex: coaching, 

professional development, etc.). In general, Pre-K for All sites report that these supports are helpful.  
o A positive impact on students—across income levels, race, and home language status—was seen through 

their gains in executive functioning skills and academic skills over the course of the study period. 

 

Year 1 Evaluation Report Summaries   
 

1. Report on Family Perceptions 

 92 percent of surveyed families rate the quality of their child’s pre-K program as “good” or “excellent,” 

and 83 percent report that Pre-K for All improved their child’s learning and behavior “a lot.” 

 Nearly 80 percent of surveyed families report receiving resources from their Pre-K for All program to 

support learning at home. 

 Families report that the availability of Pre-K for All affected decisions about child care and labor force 

participation.  

o Of the families that were surveyed, more than half (56 percent) report a decrease in spending 

on childcare from 2013-14 to 2014-15. Surveyed families report an average decrease of $78 per 

week in spending.  

o Of the families that reported that Pre-K for All affected the number of hours they worked, half 

report an increase in hours worked, which they attribute to the availability of full-day pre-K. 

  

2. Report on Family Engagement and Communication 

 Overall, sites report undertaking a variety of family engagement and communication practices as a 

component of Pre-K for All. These include, but are not limited to: using face-to-face communication, 

providing updates on students’ achievements, having accessible program staff and multi-lingual staff, 

translating communications, using family input to make decisions, and providing opportunities for 

families to be involved with the program. 

 Survey and interview findings also demonstrate that site leaders and instructional staff express a 

commitment to involving families in the education of their children. 
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3. Report on Curriculum and Instruction 

 Overall, Pre-K for All sites report using a range of curricula to meet the needs of their students and that 

curriculum satisfaction is high among staff. 

 The large majority of site staff report that their curriculum is vertically aligned to kindergarten and 

beyond, either to a moderate or large extent.   

 Pre-K for All sites report using their curricula effectively and confidently to meet students’ needs; 

however, program staff also report requests for continued training and support to improve quality.  

 

4. Report on Use of Data for Programmatic and Instructional Purposes 

 Overall, Pre-K for All sites report using a wide range of data to inform site-level programmatic decisions 

and classroom-level teaching practices, which include: authentic assessments of children’s learning, 

program quality assessments, and feedback from DOE support staff and families.  

 Authentic assessment data is a valuable data source for children’s learning and development and 89 

percent of sites report using these data for a variety of purposes. However, sites’ perceived comfort 

with the authentic assessment systems vary by site type. 

 89 percent of site leaders report that their site uses data to engage families to a moderate or large 

extent. 

 

5. Report on Pre-K for All Expansion Rollout 

 Most providers that applied to offer full-day pre-K report that the application process was clear, easy to 

navigate, and well-supported. In general, sites report understanding how to be in compliance with DOE 

and Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) expectations. 

 Key stakeholders report that the engagement of a large number of key players and city agencies, 

increases in city agency capacity and infrastructure, and collaboration within and between city agencies, 

demonstrated a high-level of commitment to reach the initiative’s goals and were major successes. 

 Nearly 80 percent and 88 percent of site leaders report that staff recruitment and staff retention, 
respectively, did not pose significant challenges.  

 On average, lead teachers report having five years of experience in a pre-K educational setting and 

almost 13 years in any educational setting.  Approximately eight out of every ten lead teachers report 

having the NYS Early Childhood certification and almost all of those who did not have certification were 

currently pursuing it. 

 Overall, the large majority of surveyed pre-K instructional staff report being “satisfied” or “very 

satisfied” with their pre-K teaching experience in 2014-15. 

 

6. Report on Program Supports 

 A majority of site leaders and teachers report receiving or using each type of support provided by the 

DOE (ex: coaching, professional development, etc.), and a majority also report that each type of support 

was “moderately” or “very” helpful.  

 Nearly all site leaders (96 percent) report that they or their staff participated in the DOE-sponsored 

training that took place four times during the year. Overall, the large majority of site leaders and 

instructional staff (80 percent) report finding each of these professional development opportunities to 

be helpful. 
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 Sites report using a variety of resources and materials to support implementation of their Pre-K for All 

program. Nearly all site leaders (96 percent) report that their site used the DOE website to access units 

of study, lesson plans, and guidelines for the daily schedule, among other resources. They report the 

website is useful.  

 
7. Report on Executive Functioning and Academic Skills 

 A unique feature of this study is the collection of data on children’s executive functioning skills, a set of 

skills that includes their inhibitory control, working memory, and ability to shift between pieces of 

information, that together support children’s self-regulation. Executive functioning skills were measured 

by two widely-used assessments known as the Pencil Tap task and the Hearts and Flowers task.   

 Statistically significant fall-to-spring gains were observed in both measures of executive functioning. The 

gains in the percentage of correct responses in the Pencil Tap and Hearts and Flowers tasks were 10 

percent and 18 percent, respectively.  

 Children attending Pre-K for All made statistically significant gains across all academic skills (Letter 

Recognition, Pre-writing, and Early Math) over the course of a 5.5-month testing window. By the end of 

this time period, Pre-K for All children outpaced the learning of four-year-olds nationally and were 

classified as being in the average range across all academic skills.  

 This study featured a pre-post design without a comparison group, which means that observed gains in 

child learning cannot be attributed solely to participation in Pre-K for All. Children naturally learn and 

develop over time, and the study design means that these gains are confounded with the effects of the 

Pre-K for All program. Therefore, we cannot estimate the extent to which Pre-K for All was responsible 

for the children’s learning and development.  

2015-16 | Year 2  

Updates 
The accomplishments and improvements in the second year of the expansion build on the work done in Year 
1 to develop a high quality Pre-K for All system. They were informed by the results from the 2014-15 
evaluation of Pre-K for All, feedback from Division of Early Childhood Education (DECE) field staff, ongoing 
program assessments, and partnerships with early childhood education experts. 
 
In the second year of the expansion, the DOE introduced the Pre-K for All Program Quality Standards (PQS), 
which define the DOE’s vision for high-quality Pre-K for All programs in NYC. The PQS describes the key 
practices of family engagement, rigorous and developmentally appropriate instruction, professional 
collaboration, and leadership that support children in gaining the knowledge and skills outlined in the NYS 
Prekindergarten Foundation for the Common Core (NYS PKFCC). The PQS establishes a shared set of 
expectations for all pre-K programs; the DOE, leaders, educators, and families all use the PQS to understand 
and advance program quality. 
  
EXPANSION AND POLICY 

 The 2015-16 school year marked the first time that every four-year-old in New York City had access 

to free, full-day, pre-K. As of the 2015-16 school year, 68,647 children were enrolled across all Pre-K 

for All programs—a number more than triple the number of children who were enrolled before the 

expansion and larger than the entire school population of major cities like Boston. Enrollment is high 

across every community, with the highest participation among low-income families. 

http://http/www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pdfdocs/nyslsprek.pdf
http://http/www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pdfdocs/nyslsprek.pdf
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 The DOE introduced a streamlined pre-K enrollment process for families, which provides one 

application for families to apply to pre-K programs. Overall, 88 percent of families received a pre-K 

offer to one of their top three choices through the new streamlined application process.  

 The DOE developed and shared critical policy guidance for NYC Early Education Centers (NYCEECs) to 

ensure they are adequately supported as they join or continue as Pre-K for All partners. 

DIFFERENTIATED SUPPORTS: In 2015-16, the DOE continued to advance its differentiated supports to all 
programs, tailoring support to each program’s needs in order to meet Pre-K for All’s Program Quality Standards. 

 Instructional Tracks and Lanes 

 The DOE launched its Pre-K for All Instructional Tracks, providing every pre-K site with differentiated 
professional learning through a Summer Institute for teachers and leaders and a series of four 
teacher sessions and three leader sessions during the school year. Based on a variety of factors such 
as interest, demonstrated need, recommendations from Instructional Coordinators and Social 
Workers, site quality, and geography, sites were selected to participate in one of the following 
professional learning tracks and lanes: 

o NYC Pre-K Explore: Pre-K sites that participated in the Explore track used the evidence-based 
Building Blocks math curriculum together with the Pre-K for All Interdisciplinary Units of 
Study. Paired together, these materials provide a comprehensive, developmentally-
appropriate approach to learning in pre-K.  

o Advancing Social Emotional Development: Pre-K sites in this lane advanced ways to support 
pre-K learners in developing social emotional skills needed to build a positive sense of self, 
form positive relationships, self-regulate, and adapt to change. 

o Using Data to Inform Instruction: Pre-K sites in this lane moved each child forward by 
learning new strategies to identify and meet each learner’s needs, using authentic 
assessments and other data points. 

o Supporting Linguistically and Culturally Diverse Learners: In this lane, pre-K sites built on the 
diverse backgrounds and languages children and families brought to the classroom, with 
strategies for developing learning environments in which all children can thrive and all 
families are strong partners.  
 

Coaching 

 The DOE expanded its cadre of staff to provide on-site support to programs, including Instructional 
Coordinators and Social Workers. 

 To more effectively differentiate support, in the 2015-16 school year, Instructional Coordinators and 
Social Workers conducted over 1,800 Foundational Support Visits (FSVs) to pre-K sites. Instructional 
Coordinators and Social Workers used information from these initial visits, ongoing observations, 
and pre-K program quality assessments to tailor their supports. 

 The DOE established partnerships to provide specialized coaching for programs in targeted areas 
such as the Building Blocks math curriculum and using data to inform instruction.   

 
Interdisciplinary Units of Study 

 The DOE created the Pre-K for All research-based Interdisciplinary Units of Study to support student 

learning in all domains using developmentally appropriate practice. Throughout the year, the DOE 

released ten interdisciplinary units grounded in the NYS PKFCC. 

PROGRAM MEASUREMENT AND USE OF DATA 
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 Because of its commitment to consistent quality measurement through program assessments, the 

DOE increased its capacity to provide more frequent program assessments, the Early Childhood 

Environmental Rating Scale-Revised (ECERS-R), and the Classroom Assessment Scoring System 

(CLASS). The DOE committed to a three-year cycle for each assessment by the 2016-17 school year 

for ECERS-R and the 2017-18 school year for CLASS. 

OTHER KEY INITIATIVES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

 The DOE partnered with researchers at New York University to develop a system of differentiated 

support that utilizes data on program needs and quality levels; the purpose of this system is to make 

decisions about the supports each program in our system receives across various aspects of the Pre-

K Quality Standards. This is part of an ongoing partnership between DECE and NYU.    

 In 2015-2016, the DECE continued its partnership with the Office of Special Education to develop 

resources and professional learning opportunities so that Instructional Coordinators, Social Workers, 

teachers, and leaders further strengthen their work to ensure that all children are successfully 

supported in achieving high expectations for their learning and developmental progress. 

 The DOE launched a historic Teacher Incentive Program to support NYCEECs in recruiting and 

retaining top talent. Through the Pre-K for All Lead Teacher Incentive Program, there are two types 

signing incentives for certified lead teachers in Pre-K for All classrooms: the Retention Incentive 

Program for returning certified lead teachers and the New Hire Incentive Program for newly-hired 

certified lead teachers. 

YEAR 2 EVALUATION  

The Year 2 evaluation will produce actionable findings that will inform how the DOE can support pre-K 

programs to advance student learning. The Year 2 evaluation seeks to inform: 

 How programs can better support students of different backgrounds and needs and how differentiated 

supports can serve students with special needs, students whose home language is a language other than 

English, and students living in poverty. 

 The impact of the Pre-K for All’s coaching models and professional development to understand how well 

the DOE is targeting sites for the right kinds and dosage of support based on the areas of growth 

identified in Year 1 and the Foundational Support Visit.  

 

 

 


