Paulo Intermediate School 75

Required Summer Math Assignment

The weather has turned warm, the flowers are in full bloom, the mosquitoes are buzzing and our children are out of school for the summer.  It is wonderful time of year and a time when we should plan for and enjoy some well deserved leisure time and vacations.  But we must also remember to carve out some time to preserve the skills our children have attained throughout the school year.  


Enclosed is a packet of activities that your child must complete by the end of the summer and turn in to his/her new math teacher in September.  This assignment will be used as early assessment and placed in your child’s portfolio. Encourage your child to keep his/her skills sharp by working on each sheet without the use of a calculator.  If he/she encounters a problem try to help him/her yourself or have an older sibling, friend or relative try to help.  You can also search the internet for websites that may reteach the troubling topic. 
· www.homeworknyc.org
· http://mathforum.org/dr.math/  
If you are like many parents, you may feel uneasy talking with your child about math, but you can learn to communicate in a positive and natural way about mathematical concepts, and thereby boost your child’s chances of success. Start by noticing if your communication style reflects "math anxiety."  For example, if your child needs your help, avoid expressions like "I was never good in math" or "I don’t understand the way they do things today." Take a positive approach by saying, "Yes, math is hard but we can figure this out if we try. And if we need to, we can call Dial-a-Teacher for help." This shows a child that the struggle involved and the need for help are both normal and acceptable, not reasons to give up or to feel like a failure.
·    Dial-a-Teacher   http://www.dial-a-teacher.com/   

                                              phone: (212) 806-3480
Math will seem more natural if you find opportunities to explore mathematical thinking in the course of ordinary activities. We use math daily - to get the right change, measure windows for new curtains or comment on Mariano Rivera’s earned run average. Involve your children in such everyday problem solving and be sure to ask them to explain their reasoning. Also, estimating the answer in advance will help your child judge whether his solution seems reasonable.
Here are some everyday activities you may want to try: 

· Have your child plan a budget for her allowance. 

· If you are taking a trip, encourage your child to plot the best route based on time, distance and cost. (A toll road may be faster and shorter but more expensive.) 

· Use sports to interest your child in such math processes as rankings and percentages. 

· Dice and card games can lead to talk about probability. 

· Build 3-dimensional models of buildings, airplanes or boats starting with cutout flat shapes. 

· Enlarge or reduce a picture using ratios or scales.

**Remember, abstract numbers are just a shorthand language for communicating about real-life situations. So make math part of your daily conversation.

Have a great summer!

