
OELL Contest Essay: Grades K–1 Writing Rubric  
 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 

Illustration Illustration does not relate 

to the topic. 

Illustration relates to the 

topic through specifics 

and/or labeling. 

Illustration conveys 

opinion through specifics 

and labeling.   

Illustration is very detailed 

and conveys opinion 

through powerful 

words/examples. 

Focus Writer mentions topic, but 

does not state an opinion. 

Writer states an opinion 

and mentions the topic. 

Writer states an opinion 

that addresses the topic. 

Writer clearly states an 

opinion that shows his/her 

point of view on the topic. 

Development of Topic  Writer lists some details 

but they do not necessarily 

support opinion. 

Writer supplies at least one 

reason to support his/her 

opinion. 

Writer supplies several 

reasons that support his/her 

opinion. 

Writer supplies a variety of 

reasons that include facts 

and details. 

Transitional Words Writer does not use any 

linking words to connect 

opinion and reasons. 

Writer uses at least one 

linking word correctly to 

connect opinion and 

reasons. 

Writer uses several linking 

words to connect opinion 

and reasons. 

Writer uses a variety of 

linking words and/or 

phrases to connect opinion 

and reasons. 

Concluding Statement Writer ends without a 

sense of closure.  

Writer provides a sense of 

closure. 

Writer provides a 

concluding statement. 

Writer provides a 

concluding statement that 

is clearly related to the 

topic. 

Conventions  Illegible handwriting, 

spacing between words, 

and/or spelling errors make 

the piece difficult to 

understand. 

Little or no use of 

capitalization or 

punctuation. 

Sentences are incomplete. 

Spelling errors are frequent 

and sometimes interfere 

with understanding the 

piece. 

Capitalization and 

punctuation errors are 

frequent. 

Sentence structure is 

basically complete. 

There are a few spelling 

errors, but high-frequency 

words are spelled 

correctly. 

Capitalization and 

punctuation errors are 

infrequent and do not 

interfere with 

understanding the piece. 

Sentence structure is 

complete. 

There are no errors in 

capitalization, punctuation, 

or spelling. 

Subjects and verbs agree. 

Sentence structure is 

complete. 

 

 

 

 



OELL Contest Essay: Grades 2–12 Writing Rubric 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 

Focus or Thesis Statement 

 

The thesis statement does not 

name the topic and does not 

preview what will be 

discussed. 

The thesis statement outlines 

some or all of the main points 

to be discussed but does not 

name the topic. 

The thesis statement names 

the topic of the essay and 

some points to be discussed. 

The thesis statement names 

the topic of the essay and 

outlines the main points to be 

discussed. 

Evidence and Examples 

 

Evidence and examples are 

not relevant and/or are not 

explained. 

 

At least one of the pieces of 

evidence and examples is 

relevant and has an 

explanation that shows how 

that piece of evidence 

supports the writer's position. 

Most of the evidence and 

examples are specific and 

relevant, and explanations are 

given that show how each 

piece of evidence supports 

the writer's position. 

All of the evidence and 

examples are specific and 

relevant, and explanations are 

given that show how each 

piece of evidence supports 

the writer's position. 

Audience 

 

It is not clear who the writer 

is writing for. 

Demonstrates some 

understanding of the potential 

reader and uses arguments 

appropriate for that audience. 

Demonstrates a general 

understanding of the potential 

reader and uses vocabulary 

and arguments appropriate for 

that audience. 

Demonstrates a clear 

understanding of the potential 

reader and uses appropriate 

vocabulary and arguments.  

Anticipates reader's questions 

and provides thorough 

answers appropriate for that 

audience. 

Sentence Structure 

 

Most sentences are not well-

constructed or varied. 

 

Most sentences are well-

constructed, but there is no 

variation is structure. 

 

Most sentences are well-

constructed and there is some 

varied sentence structure in 

the essay. 

All sentences are well-

constructed with varied 

structure. 

 

Grammar & Spelling 

 

Writer makes more than 4 

errors in grammar or spelling 

that distract the reader from 

the content. 

Writer makes 3-4 errors in 

grammar or spelling that 

distract the reader from the 

content. 

Writer makes 1-2 errors in 

grammar or spelling that 

distract the reader from the 

content. 

Writer makes no errors in 

grammar or spelling that 

distract the reader from the 

content. 

Capitalization & 

Punctuation 

 

Writer makes several errors 

in capitalization and/or 

punctuation that catch the 

reader's attention and 

interrupt the flow. 

Writer makes a few errors in 

capitalization and/or 

punctuation that catch the 

reader's attention and 

interrupt the flow. 

Writer makes 1-2 errors in 

capitalization and/or 

punctuation, but the essay is 

still easy to read. 

Writer makes no errors in 

capitalization or punctuation, 

so the essay is exceptionally 

easy to read. 

 

 


