Roles of Occupational and Physical Therapists in the Educational Model
The emphasis of school-based occupational and physical therapy is to help students access the academic environment and participate to the maximum extent possible in educationally related activities. Therapists are responsible for evaluating and treating students with disabilities, maintaining daily progress and attendance records, writing progress reports, attending IEP meetings, and recommending adaptive equipment, environmental accommodations, or assistive technology. In addition to these services provided to students on their caseloads, occupational and physical therapists work collaboratively with teachers and other school staff to serve the school community in a variety of ways. These include:
        Participation in the Academic Intervention Team/Pupil Personnel Team

        Screenings/observations in classroom or other school environment

        Consultation with teachers to offer strategies and classroom recommendations for individual students or the whole class

        Attending meetings that support student programming (i.e. school meetings, parent meetings) 

        Activities that support students in natural environments or general education curriculum ( i.e. social skills groups, exercise groups, functional sensory motor groups, handwriting groups)

        Staff in-service and professional development (i.e. in-service to kindergarten teachers on developing fine motor centers)

        Provide assistance in environment adaptations, acquiring, or modifying equipment or devices

        Linking parents to appropriate community-based resources

        Designing home exercise programs and related activities for carryover

        Supporting school compliance and data tracking

