



GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF

FRANK SINATRA SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
To ensure that everyone involved in the Frank Sinatra School of the Arts educational community understands its philosophy, we have proposed the following principles to guide the school community as the school develops.

1.   Form and Freedom
Perhaps the most important notion for all involved is the relationship between form and freedom.  It is necessary for our students to know the forms, the techniques, the history and “the rules” of his/her art: Armed with this information an artist can be truly creative and inventive. As you know, true creativity comes from knowing what has come before so that you perhaps can take your art form one step further. Freedom comes when an artist knows his/her real artistic context. In academic classes, as well, students will be given a chance to develop a full intellectual framework, which will serve them well into adulthood.

2.   Craft and Success
We live in a world dominated by instant success – or instant failure. We would like to instill in our students a love of their craft and to realize that being an artist is a lifetime proposition. We, of course, want to make the students intimately aware of the business of art and that we want them to also think of a full lifetime career, not just success. Towards this end, we will provide business and career guidance from long-standing professionals in the field.

3.   Self-Confidence

We are aware that high school can be a tender age of creating the “self”. We would like the school to nurture our students’ self-confidence – of course, based on real world expectations and demands. The school should foster individuality – but also foster a sense of real community.  “Fashion” and “conformity” are part of the adolescent experience; we would like our student to avoid momentary fashion and think about the larger history of their art. A career in the arts allows a person to “season,” develop and understand the role of economy and understatement – values not especially in the forefront these days.

4.   Community Service
The arts tend to foster self-regard. We want our students to think and act beyond their own needs. To fulfill this we will expect our young artists to exercise their craft for (or just volunteer their services) to the community.

5.   Art Across the Curriculum
We would like our students to see the universality of their art. Towards this end we would like to see academic subjects infuse (where appropriate) connections between their disciplines and the arts. If a student can see the relationship between a discovery in physics, and see how it connects to music or painting we have succeeded in widening his/her world.

6.   Creating an Arts Community
We would like to ensure that students develop respect for all artistic forms. Towards this end, we will encourage to take courses outside their chosen field so a sense of mutual artistic respect can develop.

