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GRADE 4 LITERACY: JOHN MUIR 

 

Instructional Supports for Students with Disabilities using UDL Guidelines 

 

Background Information 

Information is more accessible and likely to be assimilated by learners when it is presented in a way that 

primes, activates, or provides any prerequisite knowledge. Activate or supply background knowledge by 

anchoring instruction. One can anchor instruction by linking to and activating relevant prior knowledge.  

 Anchoring Instruction Activity #1: Provide students with opportunities to learn by way of visual 

imagery and touch by providing them with authentic samples of the California state quarter, or 

enlarge the attached quarter.  Have students explore the design and elements depicted on the 

quarter.    

 

 

 
 

 

 

For additional information about the California state quarter, provide students with the following link:    

http://www.californiastatequarter.com/flash.html  with accompanying audio. 

 

 

Anchoring Instruction Activity #2: Embed visual, non-linguistic prompts for vocabulary clarification by 

providing print and/or online pictures of President Theodore Roosevelt, John Muir, condors, national 

forests, and national parks.  For additional information, provide students with the following link:    

http://www.californiastatequarter.com/flash.html  with accompanying audio. 

 

http://www.californiastatequarter.com/flash.html
http://www.californiastatequarter.com/flash.html
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READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Learning is impossible if information is imperceptible to the learner and difficult when information is 

presented in formats that require extraordinary effort or assistance.  To reduce barriers to learning, it is 

important to ensure that key information is equally perceptible to all learners by:  providing the same 

information through different modalities (e.g., through vision, hearing, or touch); and providing information 

in a format that will allow for adjustability by the user (e.g., text that can be enlarged, sounds that can be 

amplified). 

1. Offer ways of customizing the display of information.   Display text, John Muir: The Conservationist 

on the Quarter, in a flexible format and vary the font style and text size, line spacing, and margin size 

of the introduction.   

 

2. Offer alternatives for auditory information.  Read aloud and record text, John Muir: The 

Conservationist on the Quarter, to allow students multiple opportunities to hear information.   

 

3. To ensure accessibility for all students, clarify vocabulary.  Pre-teach vocabulary, especially in ways 

that promote connection to the learners’ experience and prior knowledge:  condor; conservationist; 

conservation; conserve; preservationist; preservation; preserve; wilderness; impact; affect; effect; 

Yosemite National Park; legacy; and activist 

 

4. To ensure that all students have equal access to information, provide options for comprehension.   

Use graphic organizers to provide support for sequencing the events in the text.   
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WRITING AN EXPOSITORY/INFORMATIONAL ESSAY 

The purpose of education is not to make information accessible, but rather to teach learners how to 

transform accessible information into useable knowledge.  Constructing useable knowledge, knowledge that 

is assessable for future decision-making, depends not upon merely perceiving information, but upon active 

“information processing skills” like selective attending, integrating new information with prior knowledge, 

strategic categorization, and active memorization.  Individuals differ greatly in their skills in information 

processing and in their access to prior knowledge through which they can assimilate new information.   

1. Facilitate managing information and resources.  Provide graphic organizers and templates for data 

collection and organizing information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did John 

Muir devote 

his life to 

conservation 

efforts? 

DETAIL 

DETAIL DETAIL 

DETAIL 

DETAIL 
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2. Establish clear expectations for group work.  Post class-created rubric where all students can view. 

 

3. Provide models or examples of the process and product: 

 

 Read aloud, from the text,  a detail that supports why John Muir devoted  

his life to conservation efforts; think and talk aloud your thoughts behind  

this reasoning; chart your response onto graphic organizer, posted where all  

students can view.  

 

 Read aloud, from the text,  an example of John Muir’s work; think and  

talk aloud your thoughts around the effect his work had on preserving the 

beauty of nature; chart your response onto graphic organizer, posted where 

all students can view 

 

 

4. Guide appropriate goal –setting. Review rubric and provide a checklist to support students’ 

application of writing an expository/informational essay: 

 

 

 

 

Question:  What effect did John Muir’s work have on preserving nature?  

John Muir’s Work Effect His Work  

Had on Preserving Nature 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Division of Students with Disabilities and English Language Learners Page 5 

 

 

 

CHECKLIST FOR WRITING AN EXPOSITORY/INFORMATIONAL ESSAY 

Did you…   

…provide complete and accurate responses that meet all the  

  requirements of the task? 

 

…provide responses that show thorough and insightful understanding    

  of the task and the text? 

 

…include comprehensive and detailed text-based support?  

…connect all your ideas and elaborate on these ideas?  

…write an essay that is well-organized?  

…write and essay with clear focus?  

…write for an audience?  

…provide a title?  

…provide a strong introduction?  

…provide a strong conclusion?  

…check your spelling?  

…check your grammar?  

…check your punctuation?  


