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Summary of Chancellor’s Regulation A-101 

 

Chancellor’s Regulation A-101 sets forth the policies concerning admission, discharge, and 

transfer of pupils in the New York City public school system.   

 

Summary of Issues Raised in Written and Oral Comments  

and Significant Alternatives Suggested  

 

Comments received are summarized as follows: 

 

1) The proposed amendment that gives superintendents discretion to approve, for 

students who based upon age would be required to attend first grade, placement in 

another grade that would be more instructionally appropriate is beneficial to children 

who have a late December birthday and are developmentally delayed.  The 

commenter strongly supports adoption of this proposed amendment. 

2) Students should automatically have a seat at their local, zoned high school, without 

having to list it as a choice on their high school application.  If a child does get an 

offer to attend any of the other high schools they apply to, they should not lose their 

seat in their local, zoned high school. Students should not have to list their zoned high 

school on the application to gain admission there. 

3) The proposed amendment eliminates the guarantee for students to attend their zoned 

high school, substituting a priority in some cases.  The proposed change would allow 

the DOE to send a student as far as 75 minutes away to attend a school other than the 

zoned school, if the student only had a priority and not a guarantee to attend his zoned 

school.  Moreover, the right for a freshman to transfer to his/her zoned school has 

been restricted.  The amended language makes it impossible for a high school 

freshman to transfer to his zoned school – regardless of whether there is room – 

Public Comment Analysis 
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without a hardship.  Given that students who do not go to a selective high school are 

more likely to seek entry at their zoned high school, this rule change will penalize 

students who may already be at risk for low academic achievement and/or dropping 

out. 

4) The kindergarten age of entry should be changed to September 1
st
 (from December 

31
st
) so that children would be five years old when they enter kindergarten.  The basis 

for this request is the implementation of the more rigorous Common Core Standards, 

which require children to perform at a higher level than before.   

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed 

and Changes Made to the Proposal 

Comment 1 supports the proposed amendment and provides specific reasons for its adoption. 

With respect to comment 2, high school admissions in New York City is a choice 

process.  Given the range of options for students articulating to high school and the Department’s 

goal to provide applicants with their most highly preferred choice, it is necessary that students 

who are interested in their zoned high school list it on their application to signify their level of 

interest in attending.  Furthermore, collecting information about students’ choices (including 

their preference for their zoned high school) allows the Department to ensure adequate planning 

of incoming student registers for every high school.  In addition, though some neighborhoods 

have zoned schools, citywide, not all do.  Regardless of whether students have or do not have a 

zoned school, all applicants to the high school admissions process are given an offer.   

 

With respect to comment 3, in the proposed amendment, the DOE is clarifying what kind of 

entitlement high school students have to their zoned schools.  For example in the 2012-2013 high 

school directory, we described the right of zoned high school students as a priority.  This 

amendment is being proposed to ensure alignment between our regulation and our high school 

directory.  In practice, the Department has historically effectuated high school zones as a 

guarantee, if students apply.  The current 2013-2014 high school directory reflects this practice 

and updates the right of zoned high school students to provide a guarantee for zoned applicants, 

except in four schools.  As to the comment concerning the rights of a high school freshman to 

transfer to his/her zoned school, the DOE believes that it is in the student’s interest to complete 

freshman year at the school of admittance before seeking a transfer, unless there is a documented 

hardship.  Given that adjustment to high school can take time, students should try to acclimate to 

their new school during their freshman year before transferring to another school. 

Comment 4 does not address the proposed amendments to the regulation, but raises the issue of 

whether the cut-off date for entry to kindergarten is appropriate. The New York State 

Commissioner of Education determined more than sixty years ago that school districts may adopt 

a policy of admitting to kindergarten students who turn 5 years old by December 31
st
, and this 

has been the long-standing policy of the New York City public schools.  The current proposed 

amendment, which gives superintendents discretion to approve placement of incoming students 
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in another grade that would be more instructionally appropriate (under certain prescribed 

circumstances), allows flexibility in individual cases. 

 

A copy of the proposed Regulation can be obtained at:   

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2013-2014/Oct30Regs  

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2013-2014/Oct30Regs

