Current vs. Common Core-Aligned 3-8 State Assessments

Upcoming Changes to New York State Tests 

Background
New York State is in the midst of transitioning to Common Core-aligned tests. In 2011-12, tests were not aligned, but in 2012-13, students in grades 3-8 will take a new set of aligned tests. 

ELA Tests
The new tests will focus on:

· Comparing two or more texts, including listening passages, writing passages, and graphics
· Reading and analyzing informational passages without narrative structure, dialogue, or characters, and discussing arguments, evidence, and claims
· Requiring students to engage with a 50/50 split of literary and informational texts
· Responding to prompts that are more text-dependent: 35% of prompts will require students to convey an opinion/argue, 35% to explain, and 30% to convey experience

Math Tests
The new tests will mirror the math content emphases—in other words, Major Clusters will make up the majority of the assessments, but Supporting Clusters and Additional Clusters will also be assessed. (Note: Concepts may be assessed at different grade levels from those of the past; e.g., the new grade 5 tests will include more items assessing fractions and no items assessing probability and statistics.) In addition, assessment questions will require students to:

· Take multiple steps to solve them
· Apply skills based on an understanding of mathematical vocabulary (rather than simply being tested on that vocabulary)
· Choose the appropriate tool (e.g., a ruler or protractor) and apply mathematical concepts in using the tool 





