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The Proposed Grade Expansion of P.S. 084 Jose De Diego 

(14K084) from a K-5 to a K-8 School Beginning in 2014-2015 
 

I.    Description of the subject and purpose of the proposed item under consideration.  

 

The New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) is proposing to expand P.S. 084 Jose De 

Diego (14K084, “P.S. 84”) to serve students in kindergarten through eighth grade. P.S. 84 is an 

existing, zoned elementary school located in building K084 (“K084”) at 250 Berry Street, 

Brooklyn, NY 11211, in Community School District 14. P.S. 84 currently serves students in 

kindergarten through fifth grades and offers four sections of a full-day pre-kindergarten program. 

The proposed middle school grades will also be served in school building K084. Building K084 

also houses an Adult and Continuing Education program managed by District 79 (“79K755”).  

 

If this proposal is approved, P.S. 84 will begin enrolling sixth-grade students in the 2014-2015 

school year, and will add one grade each year until it serves students in grades kindergarten 

through eight in the 2016-2017 school year. As mentioned above, P.S. 84 currently offers four 

sections of a full-day pre-kindergarten program. This proposal will not impact P.S. 84’s ability to 

offer pre-kindergarten. The DOE’s pre-kindergarten programs are maintained based on available 

funding, student enrollment, and space availability, and the DOE anticipates that pre-

kindergarten will continue to be offered at P.S. 84 in 2014-2015 and beyond, subject to 

continuing funding, demand, and space availability. Fifth-grade students currently enrolled in 

P.S. 84 will be able to stay at P.S. 84 for sixth through eighth grades, provided they meet 

promotional requirements. 

 

P.S. 84 began offering in the 2012-2013 school year a specialized program for students with 

Autism Spectrum Disorders (“ASD”) that is not widely available in other New York City 

schools. The program, known as ASD Nest, uses a reduced class size Integrated Co-Teaching 

(“ICT”) program model for higher functioning children with ASD. Sited within supportive 

neighborhood schools, the ASD Nest program is designed to help children learn how to function 

well academically, behaviorally, and socially in school and in their community. Currently, the 

ASD Nest program is available for kindergarten and first grade students at P.S. 84 and will 

expand to serve an additional grade each year, serving students in grades kindergarten through 

five in 2017-2018.  If this proposal is approved, the ASD Nest program will additionally be 

offered in the middle school grades starting in the 2018-2019 school year after the program is 

fully phased in at the kindergarten through fifth grade levels. General education students and 

students with ASD will continue to learn together in an inclusive classroom setting, with 

specialized curricula and/or other pull-out services offered as appropriate. 
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The DOE strives to increase quality options for students. Schools that apply for a grade 

reconfiguration are subject to a thorough evaluation process.  As part of the provisional approval 

process, the DOE evaluates each school’s instructional capacity to serve the expanded school 

level by reviewing applications, conducting site visits, and facilitating panel interviews. Schools 

interested in expanding must have received at least a "C" on their most recent Progress Report to 

be eligible to apply to the grade reconfiguration process. Schools provisionally approved for 

expansion must receive at least a "C" in the Progress Report(s) released prior to their expansion 

in order to remain eligible. In the event that a school does not receive a “C” or better on the 

Progress Report(s) prior to its expansion, the proposed expansion shall not be implemented.  

Consistent with the above, P.S. 84’s grade expansion application has been provisionally 

approved, but the implementation of the grade expansion is subject to P.S. 84 earning an overall 

“C” grade or higher on its 2012-2013 Progress Report. 

 

K084 has the capacity to serve 1,085 students. In 2013-2014 school year, P.S. 84 is projected to 

serve a total of approximately 517 students in kindergarten through fifth grades and 72 students 

in pre-kindergarten, yielding a utilization rate of 54%. If this proposal is approved, the building 

will serve approximately 917-1,007 students and have a utilization rate of 85%-93% in 2016-

2017 when P.S. 84 reaches full scale. As discussed in Section III.B of the Educational Impact 

Statement, the building has sufficient space to accommodate this grade expansion. 

 

II.    Information regarding where the full text of the proposed item may be obtained. 
  

The Educational Impact Statement (“EIS”) for this proposal may  be found on the Department of 

Education’s Web site at: http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2013-

2014/Oct15SchoolProposals. 

 

Copies of the EIS are also available in the main office of P.S. 084 Jose De Diego. 

 

III.  Submission of public comment.  

 

Written comments can be sent to D14Proposals@schools.nyc.gov   
 

Oral comments can be left at 212-374-0208. 

 

 IV. The name, office, address, email and telephone number of the city district 

representative, knowledgeable on the item under consideration, from whom information 

may be obtained concerning the item. 

 

Name:   Vicki De Javier 

Office:  Division of Portfolio Planning 

Address:  52 Chambers Street, New York, NY 10007 

Email:   D14Proposals@schools.nyc.gov   

Phone:  212-374-0208 
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V. Date, time and place of joint public hearings for this proposal.     

 

October 9, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 

K084 

250 Berry Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11211 

 

Questions about the proposal should be directed as indicated in section IV above. 

 

Speaker sign-up will begin 30 minutes before the hearing and will close 15 minutes after the 

start. 

 

VI. Date, time and place of the Panel for Educational Policy meeting at which the Panel 

will vote on the proposed item. 

 

October 15, 2013 at 6:00 PM 

Prospect Heights Campus 

883 Classon Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11225 

 
 


