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Date:    October 7, 2013 

 

Topic:  The Proposed Extension of the Temporary Re-siting and Co-location of 

the Kindergarten and First Grade Students of DREAM Charter School 

(84M382) with P.S. 50 Vito Marcantonio (04M050) and New York Center 

for Autism Charter School  (84M337) in Building M050 During the 2013-

2014 School Year  
 

 

Date of Panel Vote:  October 15, 2013 

 

 

Summary of Proposal 

 

On June 27, 2013, the Chancellor of the New York City Department of Education 

(“DOE”) issued an Emergency Declaration re-siting and co-locating the kindergarten and first 

grades of DREAM Charter School (84M382, “DREAM”) with P.S. 50 Vito Marcantonio 

(04M050, “P.S. 50”) and New York Center for Autism Charter School (84M337, “NYCA”) in 

building M050 (“M050”), located at 433 East 100th Street, New York, NY 10029, in 

Community School District 4 (“District 4”) for the start of the 2013-2014 school year.2   

Consistent with state law, the Emergency Declaration will remain in effect for six months, or 

until approved by the Panel for Educational Policy (“PEP”) to continue for a longer period.  

Thus, PEP approval is needed for DREAM’s kindergarten and first grades to remain in the 

building through the remainder of the school year.   

 

Therefore, the DOE proposes to extend the re-siting and co-location of DREAM through 

the end of the 2013-2014 school year.  A “co-location” means that two or more school 

organizations are located in the same building and may share common spaces like auditoriums, 

gymnasiums, and cafeterias.  A “re-siting” means students will attend classes in a different 

building than the one students have attended in previous years. 

 

DREAM is an existing charter elementary school that serves students in kindergarten 

through sixth grade in the 2013-2014 school year, and which is in the process of phasing in to 

                                                 
1
 The DOE will continue to accept comments concerning this proposal up to 24 hours prior to the Panel for 

Educational Policy’s (“PEP”) vote on October 15, 2013.  Any additional comments will be addressed in an 

amended Public Comment Analysis which will be made available to the PEP before it votes on this proposal. 
2
   The Emergency Declaration is available at: http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/37A0CD44-3FD0-44C0-89E8-

D19255D3E7B3/147098/EDDREAMColocation.pdf 

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/37A0CD44-3FD0-44C0-89E8-D19255D3E7B3/147098/EDDREAMColocation.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/37A0CD44-3FD0-44C0-89E8-D19255D3E7B3/147098/EDDREAMColocation.pdf
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serve students in kindergarten through eighth grade. When it was first authorized to serve 

students in kindergarten through fifth grade, DREAM expressed its intent to grow to serve 

students in middle school grades as well. DREAM was reauthorized in June 2013 and is now 

able to expand to serve students in kindergarten through 8th grade. Until the 2013-2014 school 

year, DREAM served its kindergarten through fifth grade students in building M121 (“M121”), 

located at 232 East 103rd Street, New York, NY 10029 in District 4, where it was co-located 

with P.S. 38 Roberto Clemente (04M038, “P.S. 38”).  

 

Because of the limited space in M121, DREAM entered into negotiations to lease private 

space to serve its kindergarten and first grade students during the 2013-2014 school year.  The 

DOE was not a party to the negotiations, which continued throughout much of the 2012-2013 

school year. When these negotiations broke down, it was too late to successfully obtain 

alternative private space for the 2013-2014 school year.  The DOE determined that the best 

course of action was to find a suitable school-ready space to house DREAM’s kindergarten and 

first grade students for the 2013-2014 school year. 

 

The M050 building, which is located 0.4 miles from M121, will be used to house 

DREAM’s students in kindergarten and first grade until the school can be re-sited to a long-term 

private facility.  DREAM’s second through sixth grade students will continue to be served in 

M121 for the 2013-2014 school year until they and DREAM’s kindergarten and first grade 

students move to DREAM’s long-term facility in September 2014.  

 

DREAM plans to move to a private facility prior to the start of the 2014-2015 school 

year. Construction has begun on DREAM’s private facility, also located in District 4, which is 

expected to be ready for occupancy by September 2014.  Once construction is complete, 

DREAM expects to serve all of its students in every grade level in its private facility beginning 

in the 2014-2015 school year.  If DREAM is unable to move into its private building at the end 

of the 2013-2014 school year as planned, DREAM will explore options to serve its students in a 

temporary space. 

 

As of September 2013, DREAM’s kindergarten and first grade students are co-located 

with P.S. 50, a district school serving students in kindergarten through eighth grade, and NYCA, 

a charter school serving disabled students aged five to 19.  If this proposal to extend the re-siting 

and co-location of DREAM’s kindergarten and first grade students in M050  is approved, 

DREAM will continue to serve its kindergarten and first grade students in M050 and its second 

through sixth grade students in M121 until the conclusion of the 2013-2014 school year.  

 

M050 also houses a community-based organization (“CBO”), Children’s Aid Society.  

This proposal is not expected to impact the continued siting of that CBO in M050. 
 

 

Summary of Comments Received at the Joint Public Hearings 

 

 A joint public hearing regarding the original proposal was held at building M050 on 

October 7, 2013. At that hearing, interested parties had an opportunity to provide input on the 

original proposal.  Approximately 17 members of the public attended the hearing, and 5 people 

spoke.  Present at the meeting were District 4 Superintendent Alexandra Estrella; District 4 
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Community Education Council (“CEC 4”) members Elender Foxe and Nicole McClammy; P.S. 

50’s Principal Cynthia Rochez and Assistant Principal Dr. Mable Elliot, representing the P.S. 50 

School Leadership Team (“SLT”); NYCA’s Executive Director Julie Fisher and Director of 

Transition and Community Outreach Moira Cray, representing the NYCA SLT; DREAM’s Head 

of School Eve Colavito, representing the DREAM SLT; Drew Patterson from the Division of 

Portfolio Planning; and Elizabeth Rose from the Division of Operations. 

 

The following questions, comments, and remarks were made at the joint public hearing: 

 

1. Multiple commenters who were parents of students at DREAM asserted the following: 

a. Their children have had very positive experiences at DREAM. 

b. They are grateful for the space at M050 and hope to continue the co-location in 

that building. 

c. They are in support of the proposed extension of DREAM’s temporary re-siting 

and co-location with P.S. 50 and NYCA. 

 

 

 

Summary of Issues Raised in Written and/or Oral Comments Submitted to the DOE 

regarding the proposal 

 

No comments were received via the DOE’s feedback email address and phone line. 

 

 

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed  

and Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

Comment 1a-c is in favor of the proposal and does not require a response. 

 

 

Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

No changes have been made to this proposal. 


