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Welcome Back to School 

At P723X 
 

Directions: Fill in the blanks and you will have your child’s important school 
information! 

 

 

My Child’s First School Story … This Year 
 

 

The name of my school site is P723X@ ________________. The school site address is  

___________________. Everyday ______________________________ (name of Bus Company) sends a 

yellow school bus for me. I know this is my bus because the bus number is _____________.  

If the bus is running late sometimes my family needs to call the  

bus company; we know the number is _________________________.  

 

When I get to school, I say “Good Morning” to my classroom teacher, 

Mr./Ms.______________________ and the paraprofessionals, 

Mr. /Ms. _________________ & Mr. /Ms. _________________. 

I also know my class number is __________ and my room number is 

__________, so I don’t get lost in the school building. 

 

This is what I learned today, and I still have so much to learn this year!  
 
 

PLEASE PUT THIS STORY IN A SAFE PLACE 
 SO YOU CAN ALWAYS USE IT WHEN YOU NEED IT! 
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P723X  Main Site 
3540 Bivona Street 
Bronx, NY 10475 

Tel # 718-320-1222 
Fax # 320-2213 

 

Principal:   Christine Walsh   
Assistant Principals: Ron Rodkin  
Assistant Principals:   Jamie Watkins 
Assistant Principals:   Lillian Edwards 
Parent Coordinator: Jose A. Vazquez   347-563-5166 
 

Our Off Sites 
 

Astor @ Byron 

4330 Byron Avenue, Bronx, NY 10466, Tel # 718-994-8286 Fax #718-324-8730 

Ron Rodkin, A.P., Ms. Susan Anderson, Unit Coordinator 
 

Astor @ Tilden 

750 Tilden Street, Bronx, NY 10467, Tel # 718-519-7338 Fax # 718-519-7338 

Ron Rodkin, A.P., Mr. Evin Ryan, Unit Coordinator 

 

Ittleson 

5050 Iselin Ave., Riverdale, NY 10471, Tel # 718- 543-2750 Fax # 718-543-9188 

Tom Pellicano, CIT 
 

Bronx Children’s School 
595 Gerard Ave., Bronx, NY 10451, Tel # 718- 742-6081/82/83 

Lillian Edwards, A.P., Norman Lazer, Unit Coordinator 
 

P723X@49 

383 East 139
th

 Street, Bronx, NY 10454, Tel # 718-402-2516 Fax # 718-402-2548 

Lillian Edwards, A.P. 
 

P723X@218 

1220 Gerard Ave., Bronx, NY 10452, Tel # 718-588-3105 Fax # 718-588-3128 

Jamie Watkins, A.P. 
 

P723X@Bronx Lab School High School 
800 East Gun Hill Road, Bronx, NY 10467, Fax # 718-696-3730 

Christine Walsh, Principal 
 

P723X@189 

3540 Steenwick Avenue, Bronx, NY 10475, Tel # 718-409-6808 Fax# 718-430-8741 

Jamie Watkins, A.P. 
 

P723X@338 

1780 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, Blvd Bronx, NY 10453   Tel #     Fax# 

Jamie Watkins, A.P. 
 

P723X@ Peace and Diversity Academy 
1180 Rev. James A. Polite Ave Bronx, NY 10459 Phone: 718-794-6010 Fax:718-794-6016 
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Welcome from the Principal  
 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians/Students: 

 

 Welcome to the new school year at P723X.  The first day of school is Wednesday, 

September 8, 2010.  It is our mission to provide your child with a safe, supportive learning 

environment where children are challenged and encouraged to become lifelong learners.  It is our goal 

to prepare each child for life after school by providing an environment that includes academic 

instruction, social skills development and vocational opportunities.  

 

 Your support and encouragement is a very important part of your child’s success and we 

encourage your involvement in your child’s education.  To increase communication between home 

and school, we will be sending home with your child a “Welcome Parent Packet”.  In this packet we 

are enclosing some parent resources, a parent’s guide to special education, as well as some forms that 

are to be completed and sent back to your child’s school. 

  

 As the new school year begins, please remember that attendance is very important for the 

academic success of your child. If your child is absent, please contact the school.  In the event that we 

do not hear from you, school personnel will call your home to inquire about your child’s absence.  

The call home is a safety procedure.  When your child returns to school please provide a doctor’s note 

or a written note explaining the reason for your child’s absence.  Please refer to the attached school 

year calendar, and schedule your family vacations during the school holidays. 

 

 It is also expected that your child will arrive to school on time each school day.  The school 

hours are from 8:00 – 2:50 p.m. Monday through Friday for all sites with the exception of Bronx Lab 

(8:45 – 3:15 p.m.) and P.S. 49X (8:10 – 3:00).  If your child rides a school bus, the Office of Pupil 

Transportation will be notifying you of your child’s new bus company and route number for 

September 2010.  You may contact OPT at 718-392-8855 with any questions.   

 

 Beginning in September 2010 our school is implementing a dress code for all students.  

Students will be required to wear uniforms to school.  The uniforms help us to improve school safety, 

increase school spirit and lessen the burden of buying expensive, name brand clothing.  Students 

should wear dark blue pants and a light blue shirt at all sites except for P.S.338X.  Students attending 

P.S.338X will wear dark blue pants and white shirts.  The pants and shirts can be purchased at your 

local department store such as Cookies, Kids World and Conways. 

 

 Due to safety concerns, I am requesting that all new students arrive at school with a name 

tag and/or their name written on a clothing tag during the first two weeks of school.   

 

 The following is a suggested list of school supplies for students: 

 

 Grades K – 5:     2 marble composition notebooks, 2 folders, pencils, crayons, glue   stick 

 Grades 6 – 12:    4 spiral notebooks or 1 multi-subject notebook or 1 loose-leaf binder with    

                                        dividers, 4 folders, pencils, pens, protractor, hi-lighters 

 

 As a reminder, please have your child leave non-school items at home (cell phones, games, 

toys, expensive jewelry).  We cannot be responsible for these items and the items will be confiscated 

if they are brought to school. 
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 An election will be held in September for our Parent Association.  Please contact our Parent 

Coordinator Jose Vazquez at 347-563-5166 if you are interested in being involved in the Parent 

Association and /or School Leadership Team. 

 I am happy to welcome two new programs to the P723X school organization.  We are 

opening a new site at P.S.338X.  The program will have five 6:1:1 classes and will be co-located with 

P.S. 204 in a brand new school building.  At P.S.189X we will have an elementary inclusion class 

with our general education partner at P.S.189X. 

 

 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.  I am eager to start the 2010-2011 

school year with you as our partners in your child’s education.  On behalf of the P723X Staff we are 

looking forward to a year that is filled with many accomplishments and celebrations for the entire 

P723X community! 

 

Sincerely, 

Christine Walsh 
Christine Walsh 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Mission  

 

The mission of P723X is to prepare our students to attain higher learning standards and reach 

their potential in a supportive, safe learning environment.  

 

 

Our Vision 

Our school's vision is to provide the skills, opportunities and knowledge for all students so they 

may become life long achievers and participate in the world of work after leaving school. The 

school community will work collaboratively to ensure that students expand their experiences, 

achieve their goals and become lifelong learners. 
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Welcome from the Parent Coordinator  
 

 Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome Back!  My name is Jose A. Vazquez and we are all looking forward to a rewarding and 

exciting school year here at P723X. We are continuing in our mission to provide the best 

possible educational program for our students.  Throughout the school year we will need your 

assistance in making our school a better place for all children. The educational needs of the 

students can best be served through a collaborative approach between parents and staff members. 

There will be many exciting events and activities planned throughout the school year and we 

invite you to participate in these activities.  

 

Please be reminded that the school day runs from 8:00 – 2:50 p.m. Monday through Friday for all 

sites with the exception of Bronx Lab (8:45a.m. – 3:15 p.m.) and P.S. 49X (8:10 a.m.– 3:00 p.m.).  It is 

important that your child be on time for school each day so as not to miss out on the educational 

opportunities we have to offer. If for whatever reason your child will be absent from school, 

please call and inform the school of his/her absence.  

We look forward to sharing an exciting year of growth with us. We are here to assist you should 

you have any concerns or issues you wish to discuss with us. Feel free to contact the school or 

myself should you require a meeting with your child’s teacher or related service provider.  

 

As a parental coordinator my duties are but are not limited to: 

-Increasing parent involvement  

-Advocating for parent concerns 

-Conducting outreach to engage parents in their child’s education 

-Attending parent meetings along with the Principal 

-Cooperating with community based organizations 

-Inform parents of regulations, policies and changes within the school 

I will be available in my office at 3540 Bivona Street in the main site. Please feel free to 

call me for an a appointment at 718-320-1222 ext 11143 or 347-563-5166. I will be 

available Monday - Friday from 7:30-3:30 PM. 

Sincerely, 

Jose A. Vazquez 

Jose A. Vazquez 

Parent Coordinator 



10 

 

Description of Class Staffing Ratios 
http://www.nycenet.edu/spss/sei/ctm/ 

 
 
Educational programs are provided in the different sites for children and adolescents according to the 
special education continuum.  Students are referred to a specific class ratio by the Committee on Special 
Education. 

 
Special Class Staffing Ratio 12:1:1 
• No more than twelve (12) students per class 
• One full-time special education teacher 
• One full-time paraprofessional 
Serves students whose academic and/or behavioral management needs interfere with the 
instructional process, to the extent that additional adult support is needed to engage in learning 
and who require specialized/specially designed instruction which can best be accomplished in a 
self-contained setting. 
 
Special Class Staffing Ratio 8:1:1 
• No more than eight (8) students per class 
• One full-time special education teacher 
• One full-time paraprofessional 
Serves students whose management needs are severe and chronic requiring intensive constant 
supervision, a significant degree of individualized attention, intervention and intensive behavior 
management as well as additional adult support. 
 
Special Class Staffing Ratio 6:1:1 
• No more than six (6) students per class 
• One full-time special education teacher 
• One full-time paraprofessional 
Serves students with very high needs in most or all need areas, including academic, social 
and/or interpersonal development, physical development and management. Student's behavior 
is characterized as aggressive, self-abusive or extremely withdrawn and with severe difficulties 
in the acquisition and generalization of language and social skill development. These students 
require very intense structured individual programming, continual adult supervision, (usually) a 
specific behavior management program, and individual strategies to encourage students to 
engage in all tasks.  The students also need a program of speech/language therapy (which may 
include augmentative/alternative communication). 
 
Special Class Staffing Ratio 12:1:4 
• No more than twelve (12) students per class 
• One full-time special education teacher 
• One additional staff person (paraprofessional) for every three students 
Serves students with severe and multiple disabilities with limited language, academic and 
independent functioning. These students require a program primarily of habilitation and 
treatment, including training in daily living skills and the development of communication skills, 
sensory stimulation and therapeutic interventions. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nycenet.edu/spss/sei/ctm/

